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The Rornano-British Temple at Harlow, by N. E.  
France and B. M. Gobel. West Essex Archaeological 
Group, 1985. 139pp., 72 figs. £9.00 plus £1.30 p&p. 
OF  THE BUILDINGS that could be seen in the 
Komano-British countryside, temples must have 
heen amongst the most impressive. With their 
hilltop locations and tall central towers surrounded 
h! ambulatories and set on podia, these holy places 
must have dominated the local landscape. 

The one at Harlow appears to have been no 
cuception. The shrine crowned a hill on the south 
hank of the River Stort, the most easterly of the 
major waterways which, lower in their course, join 
the Lea as it flows south towards the Thames. The 
Harlow temple lies some 7 miles east of Ermine 
Street, 9 miles south-east of Braughing, perhaps 
near to the border of the territories of the 
Catuvellauni and the Trinovantes. 

Unfortunately, whatever its ancient splendour, 
Harlow like many similar sites has since been well 
despoiled. Erosion and other natural depredations, 
as well as generations of stone-robbers, have 
succeeded in destroying much of the natural 
stratigraphy and obscuring much of the plan. 

The shrine's central buildings wcrc recognised 
during excavations in the 1920s and used by Wheeler 
(Frere tells us in the Foreword) as the type-site in 
Britain for temples of the Romano-Celtic type, 
which are widely distributed in the north-western 
provinces of the Empire. Further work during the 
next decade succeeded in identifying rooms adjacent 
to the cella and ambulatory with tesselated floors, as 
well as walls which probably enclosed the temenos. 
This volume describes the results of several seasons 
of excavation undertaken by WEAG and the 
Harlow Antiquarian Society between 1962 and 1971 
in an attempt to gather more detail about the site. 

The account of the excavation (by France and 
Clark) begins with a description of the few late 
prehistoric features found, including cremation 
burials in pits. The authors propose that the hilltop 
contained a shrine in the late pre-Roman Iron Age, 
largely on the basis of the contemporary coins that 
were recovered. They suggest that the cella and 
ambulatory of the south-east facing Romano-Celtic 
temple were built in the later 1st century A D  
(temple Phase One A) and that it was enclosed by a 
timber palisade early in the 2nd (Phase One B). 
They argue for a major restructuring 100 or so years 
later (Phase Two), which included the provision of 
the additional rooms south of the temple, rectan- 
gular chambers fronting it, and the enclosure of the 

whole complex by a masonry wall with elaborate 
gated entrance. These structures survived, according 
to the authors, until the destruction of the temple 
late in the 4th century. 

The range of finds reports includes a detailed 
examination of the Iron Age coins by Fitzpatrick. 
He accepts that the precious metal issues, mainly 
found stratified beneath the temple, were votive and 
deposited there prior to the Roman conquest, while 
the bronze issues might have continued in circulation 
afterwards. MS Gobel's analysis of the Roman coins 
might bear out the latter point. for the relatively 
large number of 1st century coins, including 17 of 
Claudius, have a very similar site distribution to that 
of their predecessors. 

The Claudian coins could suggest an early military 
presence, a suspicion strengthened by the discovery 
of fragments of pre-Flavian armour and military 
horse trappings which she reports on under 'bronze 
small finds', together with various fittings and a few 
fragments of statuary. MS Gobel's careful studies 
also extend to finds in other materials, and include 
the important fragment of an inscribed sandstone 
altar, apparently revealing worship of the Imperial 
House. 

Ritual might explain the major finding made by 
Legge and Dorrington from their study of the animal 
remains. They argue that a very high proportion of 
the bones, more than 90%, were from sheep, mainly 
aged about six months, though a smaller grouping 
were approximately a year older. Assuming spring 
lambing, Legge and Dorrington believe that the 
bones might indicate annual late summer cere- 
monies at the temple involving the slaughter and 
consumption of lamb. 

Much of the animal bone comes from the early 
levels, and the suggested phasing of the site does 
pose problems, due largely to the difficulty of 
finding enough securely stratified deposits. It is 
possible to believe that there is evidence for the 
hilltop being a sacred site in the late pre-Roman Iron 
Age, but this does involve accepting that the 
precious-metal Celtic coins were actually deposited 
there prior to A D  43. It may be noted that Rodwell 
in his samian report registers "surprise" at the 
absence of imported pre-Roman sigillata. 

Certainly the building of the masonry temple 
(Phase One A) could be Flavian, as is suggested, or  
even slightly earlier on the evidence that is 
presented. It is not however clear whether what is 
distinguished as the major rebuilding (Phase Two) 



did take place in the early 3rd century, or indeed given by archaeologists more interested in the 
whether it took place at a single time. Later 3rd and Roman and medieval stratigra~hv beneath. 
early 4th centuiy coins are Gcorded from deposits 
which are described as belonging to periods before 
this rebuilding occurred. Similarly the coarse pottery 
includes, among the small group assigned to this 
rebuilding, a few vessels which could be much later 
than c A D  200. Neither is it entirely obvious that the 
temple was destroyed in the 4th century, especially 
as certain of the shell tempered wares are assigned 
to the early 5th century. 

The discussion at the end of the volume would 
have been stronger if more of the findings made by 
those who reported on the material assemblages had 
been incorporated. Similarly a more detailed survey 
of the pattern of settlement and communications in 
the region would have helped set the Harlow temple 
more in its context. The report is however a useful 
addition to the growing body of published evidence 
in Romano-British religious sites. Frank Clark and 
his WEAG colleagues as well as their other 
collaborators are to be congratulated in steering this 
project through to a successful conclusion. 

- 

HARVEY SHELDON 

Urban Archaeology in Britain, by J .  Schofield and R. 
Leech (eds). C. B.A. Res. Rep 61 (1987). 234 pp., 
103 figs., bibliog., index. f 19.50 
THIS VOLUME is the latest in the C.B.A.'s series 
of reviews of current thinking and future directions 
in archaeology. It is an ambitious book, examining 
the main achievements in urban archaeology to date, 
what research questions still need to be answered 
and where work should be concentrated in the 
future. Since the early 1970s urban excavation has 
absorbed an increasing proportion of archaeological 
funds. Now, as state money for excavations is set to 
fall, archaeologists will increasingly be looking to 
developers to fund future work, and this in turn is 
likely to lead to a still greater concentration on 
urban excavation. This review of the state of the art 
is therefore very timely. 

A general survey on recent approaches to urban 
archaeology and a consideration of the character of 
deposits in towns begin the book. Both place the 
subsequent papers in context and consider the 
theoretical and practical questions of urban ex- 
cavation. The least successful section of the book is 
the second part, comprising four period surveys 
covering Roman to post-medieval times. Summar- 
ising the results of urban excavation by period is a 
difficult task and the papers tackle it in various ways. 
David Hill makes very general comments on the 
Saxon period, while Peter Davey contributes a 
proselytising paper which argues that post-medieval 
levels deserve greater attention than they have been 

The main part of the book is devoted to papers on 
specific topics such as Roman public buildings and 
urban castles. These two subjects in particular are 
covered in a very thoughtful way by the authors, 
who provide new insights; other contributions are 
less successful. The study of medieval domestic 
buildings appears to be best done by recording 
standing structures. Has excavated evidence really 
got nothing to add to this field? The final paper by 
Alan Vince is on the study of pottery from urban 
sites based on the experience of the Museum of 
London. It does not summarise present knowledge 
but it does discuss approaches and practical solutions 
to deal with large quantities of material, and 
indicates the type of information which can be 
achieved. 

These papers do not form a textbook on urban 
archaeology. This is much more a review of what has 
been done, rather than a synthesis of results 
obtained. Too many contributors provide lists, 
tables and distribution maps, but do not draw 
substantial conclusions from them. It mav be that it 
is too early to make general statements about the 
results of studying British towns, but some of the' 
best papers do attempt this. This volume is a useful 
summary, but it does suggest more time should be 
spent considering the results of urban excavation 
and less time simply collecting new data. 

MARK GARDINER 

The Cotton Genesis, by Kurt Weitzmann and 
Herbert L. Kessler. Princeton University Press, 
1986. 250pp., 539p1., bibliog., index. £100.10. 
ON THE 23RD of October 1731 there was a 
devastating fire in the predecessor of the British 
Library, and one of the great illuminated manu- 
scripts which had survived from antiquity was almost 
destroyed. Tbe shrunken, charred remains are still 
known as the Cotton Genesis, and this magnificant 
publication at last puts the fragments back in the 
forefront of the study of Late Roman book 
illumination. Around A D  1200 the 220 folios with 
about 360 separate pictures which formed the luxury 
edition of the book of Genesis were in Venice, 
where many pictures were copied in mosaic in the 
atrium or  porch of St. Marks. These mosaics, 
together with other related manuscripts, have been 
used to set all but two of the surviving fragments of 
vellum in their places in a totally drawn out 
reconstruction of the text and a general recon- 
struction of the illustrations. 

Study of the greek script suggests a date of 
production of around AD 475 - probably in Egypt - 
and the scenes painted in bright colours for the bible 



story fit in with these suggestions well. This makes 
the manuscript near to the fascinating time when 
artists were still working out just how to represent 
certain scenes, which, by the early middle ages, were 
taken for granted. Even today there is little doubt 
about how Noah's Ark should be drawn, or Adam 
and Eve represented. This manuscript was part of 
one tradition which set certain trends; now that 
Weitzmann and Kessler have shown in such detail 
just what was in this copy of Genesis the study of all 
later such pictures will be greatly helped. Many 
manuscripts are named, not after the donor like this 
one, but by the City of residence, the Vienna 
Genesis for example; in this way this could be known 
as the London Genesis. London should be very 
erateful to the authors for reconstructing her most 
important Roman manuscript from a series of 
charred fragments. 

RICHARD REECE 

Retracing Canals to Croydon and Camberwell, by 
Brian Salter. Living History Publications in assoc- 
iation with Environment Bromley, 1986. 85 pp., 
many pl. & figs., bibliog. £2.40 plus 30p postage 
from EnBro, 300 Baring Road, London SE12 ODS. 
Living History have an enviable reputation as 
publishers of a series of local history guides for the 
Croydon and Epsom areas. In this, no. 7 in the 
series, they look further afield at the history and 
relics of two canals, the Grand Surrey Canal from 
Deptford to  Camberwell and Peckham and the 
Croydon Canal from Millwall to West Croydon. 

Although connected to each other and opened at 
about the same time (1809-ll), the two canals had 
very different fates. The Grand Surrey became a 
focus for industrial development, evolving into 
virtually a linear dock and surviving until the closure 
of the Surrey Docks in 1970. The Croydon, by 
contrast, attracted little freight but became a 
favoured retreat for weekend recreation. It closed in 
1836 and for much of its length became part of the 
London and Croydon Railway. 

This book is in three parts - a short history of the 
canals, and guides to their respective routes and to 
where traces of them may be seen. The guides are 
particularly well done, with key maps of each route, 
larger-scale maps of sections and special maps to 
bring out interesting details - all using evidence from 
a range of O.S. maps and other sources. The 
excellent cross-referencing makes it very easy to 
follow. A delight to read and a model for local guide 
books. CLIVE ORTON 

The Map of London, from 1746 to the present day, 
by Andrew Davies. B. T. Batsford Ltd., 1986. 
112pp., 48 maps, 11 pl. 214.95. 
T H E  TITLE O F  this work is somewhat misleading, 

for it deals only with Rocque's map of 1746 and, 
taking the original 24 sections, compares each with 
a map of modern London, interleaved with some 
brief comments. 

Several other works, notably the London Topo- 
graphical Society's Publication 126 (1982) The A - Z 
of Georgian London, deal with the same famous 
map, but the juxtaposition of the modern map 
emphasises the vast changes over 240 years. The lack 
of a scale detracts, and some shading between the 
modern streets would have enhanced the appear- 
ance, but the ability to compare is not really 
diminished. The use of Rocque's grid for locating 
items in the commentary is probably reasonable, as 
the 'fit' is not perfect, but to mention this on p. 8 of 
the text is poor; it should have been shown 
prominently after Contents. I am surprised that the 
author uses the co-ordinates the wrong way round; 
it is the accepted practice to read eastings before 
northings, or as I used to instruct Scouts a t d  Guides 
"go into the building before going up the stairs". 
Many of the co-ordinates are small and somewhat 
indistinct, and may tend to confuse the casual reader 
who has not read p. 8, in understanding what is 
meant, but it may have been a tricky job to have 
re-drawn a grid. 

An interesting sequel to Snowden's London 200 
years ago. MARSDEN ANDERSON 

A Fire in the House, a dramatic account of the fire 
which destroyed the Houses of Parliament in 
October 1834, by Brian Wright. 12pp., 7 illus. 90p + 
18p postage from 317 Reigate Road, Epsom Downs. 
FOR SOMEONE such as myself who has spent 
some 30 years in Fire Insurance and in assisting in 
the design of major buildings to prevent large loss by 
fire, this little book is interesting. The graphic 
account of the stupidity and lack of thought which 
caused the fire, together with the great difficulties 
and bravery in fighting and finally extinguishing the 
conflagration is good. Of particular interest are 
some passages, e.g. "There was a certain amount of 
friction between some of the firemen and certain 
'gentlemen' since the firemen being well-trained 
would only obey Braidwood . . . and would not allow 
the 'gentlemen' to direct their efforts at fire 
fighting". In Braidwood's letter to The Times listing 
the reasons for the rapid spread of fire can be seen 
exactly the same defects today in many buildings, 
and the account of Charles Dickens' speech at the 
Drury Lane Theatre must be read to be appreciated, 
for many people in authority, not only in Govern- 
ment, but in the Armed Services and elsewhere, still 
have the same 'pig-headed' attitude of status quo 
and resistance to change. 

This is a well written little book which should 
prove to be popular. MARSDEN ANDERSON 



People of Chaco, a Canyon and its Culture, by 
Kendrick Frazier. W. W. Norton, 1986. 224pp., 
illus., bibliog., index. Price not stated. 
THIS READABLE book, by a professional jour- 
nalist, is a model of popularisation, drawing on new 
and unpublished work to give a sympathetic picture 
of Pueblo Indian life before the Europcan conquest. 
Frazier summarises the history of the Chaco 
discovery, then goes on to describe farming and 
irrigation, road systems, astronomical monuments, 
ceremonies, politics. trade, and so on, but he also 
explains how the research problems developed and 
what tactics were needed to solve them. There is 
much worth thinking about here. What is the ideal 
size of a survey area if we are to understand political 
and economic structure? How can non-archaeol- 
ogical disciplines (from remote sensing to astro- 
nomy, geology and ethnography) contribute? What 
are the limits of inference? Frazier also proves, if 
  roof be needed. that there is a role for the serious 
imateur in even the most professional project. 

WARWICK BRAY 

George Scharf s London - Sketches and Water- 
colours of a Changing City, 1820-50, by Peter 
Jackson. John Murray, 1987. W p p . ,  l94pl., £14.95. 
GEORGE SCHARF was a Bavarian artist who 
came to London in 1816 when the economic drain of 
the Napoleonic Wars was being succeeded by a 
decdde and more of rapid redevelopment which, 
with the demolition of many buildings of character, 
transformed London: numerous roads were widen- 
ed, railways carved their paths through suburb and 
urban area, Trafalgar Square emerged from a slum, 
the new Covent Garden Market (so well preserved 
today) was created and London Bridge was rebuilt. 

With this background, Scharf has surely earned 
immortality for his name by his line-drawings and 
watercolours of both this redevelopment and life in 
general. What raises his work above the mundane 
level of architectural recording is the depiction of the 
people and their activities in and around the 
buildings. It is often said that archaeology is about 
people, not objects, and Scharf's work demonstrates 
that the same dictum can and should be applied to 
architecture. 

The variety of life is wide indeed: sketches of the 
British Museum show stone masons working on the 
columns, men tarring hoop iron binders, and mortar 
mixers and other building types (p. 100/101); the 
cow keeper in Golden Lane is compared with the 
milk shop in Piccadilly (p. 4415); the baked potato 
man (p. 51) contrasts with the elegant afternoon teas 
to be had as Jack Straw's, Hampstead (p. 143). The 
amount of detail is delightful and the annotation of 
the sketches commendable: for example, the sewer 
trench on p. 73 will not only bring back to some 

readers memories of the Montague Close excava- 
tions, but also Scharf's labelling of the section, 
"upright earth and a few bricks", suggests that he 
might have made a good modern archaeologist. This 
attention to detail was passed on to his elder son who 
did indeed become an official draughtsman on 
several British Museum excavations in Asia Minor. 

Scharf was however also interested in people 
alone and his sketches of road sweepers, street 
musicians, pedlars, advertising sign carriers and 
others are a delight to behold. There is a certain 
timelessness to much of Scharf's work - the 
watercolours on the covers, for example, recall 
images of medieval and Roman scenes. 

The excellent captions not only explain the 
illustrations, but also put them in their historical 
context. The only regret, but it is not really a 
criticism as such, is that one wishes that many of the 
nearly 200 illustrations could have been reproduced 
at a larger size so that the details on them could have 
been enjoyed the more. The reader will be 
immeasurably indebted to Peter Jackson (and of 
course, to George Scharf) for offering so much of 
interest and delight in this record of the people and 
buildings of London from 1816 to 1850. 

NICHOLAS FUENTES 

The Archaeology of Ritual and Magic, by Ralph 
Merrifield. B. T. Batsford Ltd., 1987. 224pp., 58 pl., 
8 figs., bibliog., index. £14.95. 
THERE USED TO BE a joke that, if an archae- 
ologist did not know the function of an object or 
feature, he called it 'ritual'. Then the pendulum 
swung, and 'ritual' became almost a dirty word, and 
to use it invited relegation to the 'loony fringe'. 
Neither view was tenable, and now Ralph Merrifield 
has firmly established a sane middle ground in this 
excellent book. 

Starting from a very useful set of definitions of 
'religion', 'magic', 'ritual', and 'superstition' (p. 6),  
the author presents a surprisingly large, but by no 
means exhaustive, body of material that clearly falls 
under these headings. He concentrates on the 
Roman and later periods, partly because ritual 
activity in prehistoric periods has somehow become 
more acceptable to archaeologists in recent times, 
and thus better covered in the literature. 

The material is arranged chronologically, but as 
different aspects of the relationship between the 
natural and the supernatural dominated at different 
periods, the book also has a thematic flavour. Thus 
we see the supposedly practical Romans indulging in 
all sorts of bizarre practices to assuage their fear of 
death, and to ensure the favour of unseen forces in 
their building enterprises. The conversion to Christ- 
ianity led to a reversal in attitudes to death and the 



dead, leading to an intimate, almost cosy, relation- 
ship with 'the blessed dead', which some today might 
consider quite shocking. However, many practices 
simply adopted a fresh rationale and continued 
unabated - right up until this century in some cases. 
The upsurge of belief in witches in the 16th and 17th 
centuries provides some of the subject's best-known 
artefacts, the witch bottles, examples of which are 
found from time to time on London excavations. 

There is a British, indeed a south-east English, 
bias to the examples presented, which is hardly 
zurprising in view of the author's career in museums 
of this area. However, the evidence is not restricted 
to the purely archaeological; contemporary quot- 
ations are used to support or expand interpretations 
of the material evidence. 

This book could easily be criticised for its lack of 
.theory'; it lies almost entirely in the realm of 
observation. Such criticism would itself be a ritual 
activity,as the subject is still in a pre-theoretical 
stage, where the most important thing is to gather a 
comprehensive body of date. Theory must come, but 
only on a solid foundation of reliable evidence. 
Meanwhile, this book should be read by all 
practising archaeologists, especially those who 
consider themselves rational and scientific. 

CLIVE ORTON 

Agricola and the Conquest of the North, by W. S.  
Hanson. B. T. Batsford Ltd. 1987. 210pp., 28 figs., 
23 pl., 4 tables. £17.95. 
IN SEVERAL WAYS the title of this book would 
stand more accurately as 'The Conquest of the North 
and Agricola', because the author has tried, with 
considerable success, to reduce the aura which 
seems to surround the name of this Roman 
Governor of Britain. 

Dr Hanson not only sees Tacitus' de vita Iulii 
Agricola as a propaganda work extolling the virtus of 
Agricola and larded with rumour and innuendo, but 
also notes especially that some 25% of the work is 
devoted to the engagement at Mons Graupius - 
hardly a major 'battle', with the same number of 
contestants on either side and the legions not taking 
an active role. Agricola is portrayed as a rather 
average governor and general with the good fortune 
of having a literary son-in-law. 

Throughout the book Dr Hanson is meticulous in 
presenting the various differing views, both of 
commentators on the often vague textual descrip- 
tions of campaigns, and of archaeologists on the 
equally often badly dated discoveries of marching 
camps and forts which may, or may not, be 
attributable to Agricola. 

London receives but the best part of one page 
where the author has problems in comparing the 

Flavian fora of Verulamium (Agricolan) and Lon- 
dinium (?) (described as 'forts' in the caption to fig. 
7!). Although a mid-Flavian (Agricolan) date has 
been proposed for the latter by Peter Marsden, Dr 
Hanson prefers an early Flavian date because "in 
size and grandeur the [London] building bears no 
comparison with that completed in A.D. 79 at 
Verulamium" (p. 78). 

It might however be argued that the prudent city 
fathers of mid-Flavian Londinium (a trading port 
rather than a civitas capital) deliberately did not 
build a 'full-size' forum complex but preferred to 
spend their doubtless limited funds on such revenue- 
producing projects as more wharves along the river 
frontage, and perhaps even (to follow in part Tim 
Tatton-Brown, L.A. 2 (1974) 196-7) a new bridge 
with stone piers. The concept of a temporary small 
London forum complex finds a parallel in this book 
in fig. 23 of the Agricolan legionary fortress at 
Inchtuthil, where the remarkably small size of the 
principia (headquarter building) may be compared 
with the empty space around it (obviously reserved 
for a later larger rebuild) thus indicating that it too 
was a deliberate stop-gap soluton in order to provide 
an administrative centre for what was intended to be 
a major constructional project. 

One very useful item included in this work is 
Ptolemy's map of the British Isles (fig. 1) with the 
original Greek place names, etc., having been 
transliterated into Latin ones. For the discerning 
reader, this is a good, chewable book in which the 
even-handed handling of all the evidence for its 
subject serves as a blueprint to be emulated by other 
authors. NICHOLAS FUENTES 

Method and Theory For Activity Area Research, ed. 
Susan Kent. Columbia University Press, 1987. 
643pp., 60 figs., bibliogs., index. $35. 
FOR THOSE NOT familiar with the term, activity 
area research is a branch of spatial analysis 
conccrned with the patterns and associations of 
different type of artefacts on different parts of a site. 
The basic idea is to draw conclusions about the use 
of part of a site by discovering which types of 
artefacts occur together there more frequently than 
on other parts of a site. 

In this book there are five papers on method (how 
to detect patterns), six on theory (what such patterns 
might mean, and how they arise) and two case 
studies. The editor has gathered together a clutch of 
well-known authors (including Binford, Hodder and 
Schiffer), with an emphasis on an cthnoarchae- 
ological approach. 

This is a potentially useful (if rather long-winded) 
book for archaeo!ogists with similar problems. 

CLIVE ORTON 


