
long-term storage with appendices giving a detailed 
scheme for recording and advice on how to draw a 
moulding profile and photographing stones. Finally 
there are notes on records and the computer, and a 
comprehensive bibliography. 

No. 2 A revised and enlarged work on the 
comparatively inexpensive and readily portable 
method of carrying out a survey of features and 
earthworks covering large areas. 

The physical labour of transporting bulky heavy 
equipment over inhospitable terrain has probably 
deterred many from the survey of some sites, but the 

, use of a prismatic compass, a few bamboo canes and 
a tape, together with a metric scale, protractor and, 
of course, a drawing board and sharp pencil is all 
that is required to record a feature; with the speed 
that some potential sites are being destroyed, this 
method of recording is very effective. The survey 
can be carried out by one individual, if necessary, 
and does not require a great deal of training. Having 
read this booklet, and with a short period of 
practice, most people could produce a credible 
record of a feature which may otherwise go 
unrecorded. 

A 3-page appendix explains the method of 
drawing the profile of a feature. This requires a 
further instrument (pocket-sized) and personally, I 
was pleased that reference to use of a Suunto 
clinometer has been included in the revised work, as 
I am of the opinion that I introduced Mr Farrar to 
this instrument many years ago. 

This booklet, or the first edition of 1980, will 
hopefully encourage many to record the sites which 
have so far not been drawn. 

No. 3 This is a bibliography of the works on general 
importance, principles and methods and of all 
periods from prehistory to post-medieval. There are 
eight sections covering the whole of the British Isles, 
except Ireland, and a section listing 37 works for 
young people. 

The title includes the fact that this is an 
introductory booklet . . . what a magnificant intro- 
duction . . . 

Rescue Archaeology - what next? Proceedings of a 
conference held at the University of York, Decem- 
ber 1986. Edited by Harold Mytum and Karen 
Waugh. 128 pp. in A4 paperback. 
THIS BOOK contains a collection of 19 papers 
given at the first major weekend conference held by 
Rescue and provides, as stated in the introduction "a 
permanent assessment of the state of British rescue 
archaeology in the mid 1980s given through the eyes 
of some of those most actively involved". There 
must be many people who, having heard a good talk, 
have wished that it has or will be published in some 
form, so that the subject matter can be referred to 
instead of relying on memory or the scrappy notes 
made at the time. The task of assembling, editing 
and publishing is not easy and therefore all 
concerned are to be congratulated on producing this 
work. The subjects are wide-ranging and contain 
much to interest a large number of people. 

If conference organisers encouraged speakers to 
provide a typescript of their talk, it may be that 
many more excellent publications of this type would 
be available. 

MARSDEN ANDERSON 

Letter 
BEDDINGTON VILLA SITE - 1951 

DUE TO THE forthcoming Festival of Britain celebrations, the 
wish to reveal Croydon's Roman past by an official of the 
Council, Mr C. Pratt was approached and asked to help in this 
venture. Mr Pratt got in touch with me, and one cold day in 
February 1951 found us field-walking the sewage farm together. 
Unlike today, one particular field was quite level and freshly 
ploughed, and of all the fields showed clear signs of buildings, for 
the surface was covered with mortar in two places. One such area 
was in the corner of the field, the other towards the further corner 
out in the field. We took note of what we had found. and when 
the weather improved we dug a cutting and discovered a wall 
made of tufa, 2ft down. We exposed 6ft of the wall, photographed 
it and left the trench open so that the officials could view it. The 
Site Foreman was astounded to see walls under the ground on his 
sewage farm, more so since they were Roman. This wall was 
about Soft south of the recently-discovered bath-house. 

We did not investigate the second site, which was towards the 
oposite corner of the field, but were astonished to find a large 

quantity of tesserae on the surface, hence most definitcly thcre 
exists at Beddington the remains of another villa which has (or 
had) mosaic pavements. The tesserae were lin long and Vtin 
square. 

The field is now covered by large heaps of soil, hence when they 
are cleared for gravel-working someone should observe this work. 
I am certain they are in for a surprise. 

I visited Beddington Villa site and pointed out the above to Roy 
Adkins, hence no doubt these particulars are recorded. A pity 
that potsherd which I deposited in 1951 (see LA 5 no. 10, 255-7) 
was not found earlier, then I could have been of assistance re this 
second villa. 

Incidentally, several articles were published in the local press 
about Mr Pratts' 'excavations at Beddington' in 1951. A scrutiny 
of these papers may be quite revealing. 

14 Sheffield Drive, FREDERICK J. NYE 

Harold Hill, 
Romford. 


