
ships of the period. The large fragments of oak deck 
beam may be from the same craft; as a clear 
indicator of the scale of the vessel concerned, they 
are similar to the larger deck beams of the Wasa. 
Many smaller oak timbers probably also came from 
this vessel, such as the hatch, grating beams, other 
ship joinery including an elm belaying "timber 
head7', and many small fragments of oak and elm 
camel ship planking about O.lm (4in) thick. Some of 
this planking shows extensive signs of repair (Fig. 6). 
All the hull planking is tangentially converted, 
probably "through and through7' sawn. Much of the 
timber was cut from trees that would be considered 
too small to be usable by a modern sawmiller. The 
main fastenings used in the large vessel or vessels are 
parallel-sided oak treenails with ends split and 
caulked to form a triangle or square pattern. 

From the medium-sized vessel, perhaps 12 to 20m 
(40 to 65ft) long, there are several roughly-hewn oak 
frames, which were still pierced by oak treenails and 
a few iron spikes. Much sapwood was left on these 
timbers; together with the rough hewing this implies 

an origin in a short-lived vessel of low status, 
possibly a sailing barge or small coastal trader. 

Conclusion 
The variety of this material demonstrates the 

existence of complex evolving technologies. Given 
further study, we should be able to shed much light 
on London's riverine traffic, boat- and ship-building, 
and the development of vessels which ultimately 
carried capitalism and European culture world-wide. 
The work in progress on London's waterfronts and 
docklands will inevitably produce a great deal more 
of this type of material. 
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Road, SW6 (01-731 4498). 

Kingston, by Kingston upon Thames Archaeological Society. 
Rescue sites in the town centre. Enquiries to Marion Shipley, 
Kingston Heritage Centre, Fairfield Road, Kingston (01-546 
5386). 

North-east London, by Passmore Edwards Museum. Enquiries to 
Pat Wilkinson, Passmore Edwards Museum, Romford Road, E15 
4LW (01-534 4545). 

Surrey, by Surrey Archaeological Unit. Enquiries to David Bird, 
County Archaeological Officer, Planning Department, County 
Hall, Kingston, Surrey (01-541 8911). 

Vauxhall Pottery, by Southwark and Lambeth Archaeological 
Society. Processing of excavated material continues three nights 
a week. Enquiries to S.L.A.S., c10 Cuming Museum, 155 
Walworth Road, SE17 (01-703 3324). 
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excavations and sites where volunteers are needt-d. The annual 
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payable to C.B.A., 112 Kennington Road. SE11 6RE (01-582 
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