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EXCAVATIONS ARE listed by the London Borough or  County 
in which they took place. They are followed by grid reference, the 
name of the Society or  Unit and the name of the director of  the 
excavation. WC indicates that work continues. We thank Michael 
Hammerson and Hedlev Swain for collating the entries for the 
Museum of London. Department of  Greater London Archaeologv. 

BARKING 
Tanner Street, Barking T Q  443 847  Passmore Edwards Museum 
(K. MacGowan) 
Seven trial trenches were excavated on two plots, of 525 sq.m (5600 
sq.ft) and 1100 sq.m (12,000 sq.ft) lying N and S ofHarpour Road 
at its junction with Tanner Street. Tanner Street is close to  the 
centre of medieval Barlung and as its name implies, the centre of  
the tanning industry in Barlung. This industry is thought to  have 
used the stream known as Loxford Water, which crosses Tanner 
Street to  the W of the site. There was no  archaeological evidence 
of  either a medieval tannery or  medieval tenement. 
Abbey Road, Barking T Q  439 841 PEM (K. MacGowan) 
The excavation was funded by the London Borough of Barking and 
Dagenham. A trench approx. 70 X 70m (230 X 230ft) and aligned 
N-S was opened along the E side of Abbey Road at its junction 
with London Road to  investigate part of  the Scheduled site 
threatened by a road widening scheme. Removal of a general sealing 
layer in the N half of the site revealed a dumped layer of broken 
medieval pegged roof tiles, some glazed. Under this tile the 
remnants of a wall were found approx. 30m (100ft) long and 0.5m 
( l f t  8in) wide. In places it survived to a height of OSm ( l f t  Sin) 
on  trench-built footings of  mortared chalk. The wall had an 
uncoursed ragstone, greensand and flint outer face with a chalk 
rubble core. It is thought to  be of late 13th or  early 14th c date. 
At its S end, the wall had a return running E, with a trench about 
l m  (3ft 3in) wide cut through it approx. 20m (66ft) along its 
length. A ditch l m  (3ft 3in) wide was revealed running below and 
on  the same alignment as the wall. There was no  dating evidence 
for this ditch, but it was much earlier than the wall which was cut 
into the ditch backfill. 
Removal of  the general sealing layer in the S revealed a pitched tile 
hearth; much of  the tile was glazed. Abutting the hearth was a 
dish-shaped hollow, approx. lOOmm (4in) deep and 0.4m ( l f t  4in) 
in diameter, filled with melted lead. Close by were pieces of  lead, 
apparently window cames. It would appear therefore that the hearth 
had been in use at the demolition of the Abbey. Similar hearths 
have been found on previous sites nearby. Beneath this hearth was 
a series of five postholes aligned roughlv N-S. T o  their N side and 
aligned with them was a line of fairly closely packed regstones and 
Roman tile. This type of building was found also at the Barking 
Abbey Industrial Estate site and is believed to be Saxon, indeed this 
wall might be on  the same alignment as buildings on  that site. The 
ditch under the 13th century w d  m ~ g h t  also prove to  be Saxon. 
Wangey House, Burnside Road, Chadwell Heath, Dagenham 
T Q  476 875 PEM (K. MacGowan) 
The excavation, prior to  housing development, was funded by the 
developers, Laing Homes Ltd. It was intended to  locate the 16th 
c house known as Wangey House and to  find evidence for land use 
in this period. It was also hoped to  find evidence about Wangey 

Manor which had been covenanted to  the Abbey of Barking In the 
mid 14th c and its position subsequently lost. Ten trenches and six 
test pits were investigated. The average size of the trenches was 20 
10m (66 X 33ft) and that of the pits was 2m (6Y2fi) square, 
evenly positioned throughout the site. 
In the S of  the site (an area that had been used as gardens and 
Council allotments) a layer of garden soil ovcrlay natural clav and 
gravel. It had completely destroved any evidence of occupation. The 
trenches in the centre and N of the site revealed a ploughsoil with 
evidence of  manuring datable by pottery to the 12th c. Removal of 
the ploughsoil showed furrows cut into the underlying natural clay 
and gravel; to the E the trenches revealed brick and tile drains and 
walls, possibly of out-buildings datable to  the early 19th c. The 
walls showed evidence of  severe slumping, caused by two large 
ditches containing in the backfill pottery of late 17th to  early 18th 
c date. Their function is uncertain but an industrial one is possible. 
From the little evidence provided by the excavation it is concluded 
that Wangey House was to  the E of the site; the problem of the 
location of Wangey Manor is unresolved. 
Rose Gate, Dagenham T Q  4788 9885 PEM (P. Greenwood) 
Watching brief and rescue work was carried out  along the line of a 
watermain trench. A number of Roman ditches of varying size and 
characteristics were traced along the pipeline in the area called Rose 
Gate. The ditches were filled with much Roman tile and brick, 
including some wasters. Most of the pottery dates to  the 2nd-3rd 
c AD. A Roman stone coffin had been discoverecl nearby in 1936. 
The quantity and condition of the Roman brick and tile may 
indicate a kiln site. 
BARNET 
Watford Way, Hendon T Q  226 894 Hendon and District 
Archaeological Societv (V. Jones) 
A mound in the grounds of St. Joseph's Convent was shown by 
excavation to  be an 18th or 19th c brick-built, egg-shaped icehouse. 
BEXLEY 
Academic Press, Footscray T Q  4750 7095 Bcxley Archaeological 
Group (D.  Weekes) 
Site watching during redevelopment identified in section a cobbled 
yard surface associated with the Tigers Head Inn (c 1650). Other 
features were recorded, notably a corbel-built beehive structure 
cutting the yard surface, c 1.5m (5ft) below modern ground level. 
Footscray Place Estate T Q  4750 7195 BAG (D. Weekes) 
As part of the Group's school work projects a series of Italianate 
gardens designed by Thomas Mawes were rediscovered and 
recorded by sixth form pupils from Borough schools. The site is m 
scrub land 33m (108ft) NE of a now-demolished Paladian Mansion 
(1754). It is expected that the site will bc restored as a landscape 
feamre and incorporated on the Borough's heritage trail. 
Rokesly, Rectory Lane, Sidcup T Q  4730 7155 RAG ( D .  Weekcs, 
J .  Ackworth, D. Lawrence) 
Survey and trial excavations were undertaken on the site of caves 
marked in the grounds of the Old Rectory on an 1840's tithe map 
and the first series OS 6" map of 1862. Four of the five entrances 
were found, but all the caves had collapsed due to the nature of the 
Thanet Sand into which they had been dug. Their purpose is not 



known; the most likely is that they were a 'folly' constructed by the 
owner of Rokesly Rectory in 1824. Finds included many fragments 
of limestone moulded windows, probably removed from the nearby 
.U Saints Church when it was renovated and extended in the 1st 
quarter of the 19th c. 
Stable Meadows, North Cray TQ 485 7825 BAG (D. Lawrence, 
J.  Ackworth) 
Roman pottery and tile including a box flue tile was found during 
the Group's field programme, adding more evidence for a 
long-suspected Roman occupation site in this area. WC 
Cleve Park School, Sidcup TQ 4745 7190 BAG (D. Weekes, C. Lewis) 
.\ training excavation on a water cistern (c 1760) was undertaken 
h! pupils from local schools. The site overlooks the Cray valley. 
The original roof was replaced by a tunnel-vaulted roof incor- 
prating earlier material in the earlier part of this c. Four main 
phases of water supply have been identified. The cistern inspection 
hatch was sealed with concrete in 1956. It is proposed to preserve 
this site and incorporate it into the Borough's Heritage Trail. WC 
Civic Gardens, Footscray High Street TQ 4750 7985 BAG (D. Weekes) 
.-l watching brief on a mains service trench produced evidence for 
tive main phases of occupation, ending in the late 17th c when it 
appears that the area was raised by dumped deposits sealing the 
earlier Cray fiver ford crossing, which lies 73m (240ft) SW of the 
present bridge. 
Footscray Mace Estate T Q  4740 7165 BAG (D. Lawrence, J. 
.-lckworth, D. Weekes) 
.i trench 2m (6%ft) wide was cut across the width of the earlier 
road which connected Orpington and Maidstone with settlements 
in the NW of the present Borough of Bexley. The limited nature 
of the excavation did not allow firm dating for the earliest phase of 
this route. Evidence was found for many repairs and consistent use 
until 1683. This road was turned into an estate road in 1754 when 
the area was cmparkcd. Thc cstatc road wcnt out of usc in thc first 
quarter of this c. 

R RENT - no excavation 

BROMLEY 
Scadbury, Chislehurst T Q  459 701 Orpington and District 
Archaeological Society (M. W. Meekums) 
Excavations continued on this medieval/rudor moated site. The 
earliest record shows it as Scadhebir in 1254. In 1597 Elizabeth I 
knighted Sir Thomas Walsingham N here. Most of the foundations 
of the various buildings are still present, and the moat is intact. 
Excavations inside the moat wall on the W (drawbridge) side, 
recovered much brick and tile, bone and shell, and some pieces of 
medieval and post-medieval pottery. 
Chelsfield Road, St Mary Cray TQ 473 674 ODAS (M. W. Meekums) 
Rescue excavation was carried out in a back garden after the owner 
discovered much Roman pottery and building material while 
digging. Two trenches adjacent to his holes recovered further 
Roman pottery, including an almost complete mortarium of late 
2ndl3rd c date. A quantity of roof and floor tile was also found, 
showing that there was a building nearby. 
Fordcroft, Poverest Road, Orpington South East London 
Archaeological Unit 
This Romano-British settlement site, a scheduled monument lying 
on the S side of Poverest Road, was partly excavated in 1971-2 and 
1975. The area to be developed for housing lies to the E of a 
Roman bath building. A trial trench running E-W and an area 
excavation at the E end of the site were undertaken. Although the 
W end of the trench seemed to be outside the settlement area, the 
rest produced much archaeological evidence, including a line of 
substantial Roman post-holes and an earlier ditch in the central 
area. Within the area excavation the main features were a series of 
E-W ditches, mostly Roman, a series of very large Roman 

flint-packed post holes and two extensive layers of Roman 
metalling. Roman out-buildings reported in 1971-2 were not 
found. 
Roman Villa, Crofton Road, Orpington SELAU 
A second scheduled site in Orpington, that of the Roman villa (by 
Orpington BR station) was also to be developed by Bromley 
Council, as a car-park for the new Civic Halls. Work in 1926-7 and 
1955-61 had revealed a masonry villa-house, the remains of which 
would be destroyed by terracing for the proposed car-park. 
Continuous rescue excavations from May to November 1988 
revealed the villa to be better preserved than previously thought 
and to contain at least ten rooms. At least five rooms contained 
hypocausts and two had tessellated floors. To the N of the 
villa-house, related features were excavated including ditches, pits 
and post-holes. Such was the interest of the public that, at the 
request of the Unit, Bromley Council preserved the villa by 
changing plans for the car-park. 
CAMDEN - n o  excavation 

CROYDON 
Haling Manor, Croydon T Q  321 640 Croydon Natural History 
and Scientific Society (J. Davison) 
Building work at Whitgift School in Brighton Road, South 
Croydon, on the site of Haling Manor, turned up sherds of early 
medieval shell-tempered pottery. Examination of the site revealed 
an oven of chalk and clay, oval in shape and 1.40 X 1.00m (4ft 7in 
3ft 3in). Its dome had collapsed on to the charcoal-covered floor, 
which was burnt red through to the soil below at what had been 
the open end, where there was an accumulation of charcoal. 
Atwood School, Sanderstead T Q  342 605 CNHSS (J. Davison) 
Trial trenching on part of the playing fields W of the school did 
not find any features associated with the Iron AgeIRomano-British 
settlement recorded in 1960 when the school was built. A few 
sherds of Roman pottery and some fire-cracked flints were found. 
9-11 Starrock Road, Coulsdon TQ 291 579 DGLA (Gdl Batchelor) 
In view of the proximity of Anglo-Saxon burials (found in 1910 
and 1912), and nearby areas of archaeological interest such as 
Farthing Down, excavation was carried out in advance of 
redevelopment. 
The site is on the dip slope of the North Downs, around the 115m 
(380ft) contour. Five trial trenches were dug; in four, plough marks 
were discovered; the pottery from them awaits dating. Two 
peri-glacial deposits cut the chalk, which was, on average, about 
0.20111 (8in) below ground level. Apart from the plough marks, no 
archaeological features were noted. However, during the course of 
the excavation a local resident presented the archaeologists with two 
stone tools found in his garden; one was a lower palaeolithic 
hand-axe (Wymer Ficron type 'M') and the other a worked flint flake 
of mesolithic or later date. 

EALING 
Creffield Road, Acton T Q  195 808 DGLA (Bob Bazley) 
Trial excavation uncovered a small number of mesolithic and 
palaeolithic flint implements as well as providing important 
topographical and geological information. 
King Street, Acton T Q  200 802 DGLA (Caroline Pathy-Barker) 
The W branch of the Stamford Brook was located and medieval 
and later fills were recorded. A pebbled floor and a beam slot 
yielded pottery dated to c 1740-50. 

ENFIELD 
119 Leighton Road, Bush Hill Park Enfield Archaeological 
Society 
Two trenches revealed a very compacted gravel feature 0.8m (2ft 
8in) thlck, comprising several layers and showing signs of 
resurfacing. Two N-S ditches were found at the E end; one had 



silted up and the gravel extended over it. A probe survey showed 
that the final gravel surface extended approx. 15m (50ft) E-W and 
terminated at another ditch. The feature is thought to be Ermine 
Street or a local road parallel to it. 
FULHAM & HAMMERSMITH 
North Pole British Rail Depot T Q  218 8 19 DGLA (Caroline 
Pathy-Barker) 
A transcct across the Stamford Brook was examined. The channel 
was located, but found to have been thoroughly cleaned out in the 
earlier part of this c. No archaeological deposits survived. 

GREENWICH - n o  excavation 

HACKNEY - n o  excavation 

HARINGEY - n o  excavation 

HARROW - no excavation 

HAVERING 
Warren Farm, Romford T Q  493 892 PEM (P. Greenwood) 
A cropmark site, which is subject to planning application for 
mineral extraction, was investigated by trenching. The following 
were discovered: 1) an early Mesolithic site; 2) an early Iron Age, 
6th c, fortified settlement c lOOm (330ft) in diameter; 3) late Iron 
Agelearly Roman field systems; 4) early Roman road with a 
building alongside it; 5) an early Roman, and possibly earlier, 
rectilinear enclosure with up to 3 parallel ditches. The road leads 
up to it; 6) several windmills, one was trial trenched and is certainly 
medieval; 7) a small medieval settlement, possibly a single dwelling; 
8) a medieval to modern track, partly overlying the Roman road. 
In addition a quantity of prehistoric flintwork, particularly 
microcores, was retrieved by field walking. Part of the site includes 
a small area of ridge and furrow, currently used as a paddock. 
Proposals have been made to preserve the early Iron Age enclosure. 

HILLINGDON 
155-6 High Street, Uxbridge T Q  055 842 (Debbie Mattocks) 
Part of a gravelled yard and pits were dated by pottery to the 13th 
c. Later medieval and Tudor pits were also found including a well. 
Home Farm, Harmondsworth TQ 071 777 DGLA (Andy Boucher) 
Much worked flint, including a mesolithic adze, was recovered. 
Two ditches and two pits of neolithic date were found; however 
the majority of features excavated were late bronze age in date and 
included linear ditches and rubbish pits. An early Saxon feature 
containing fragments of loom weight was also found. 
Manor Farm, Harmondsworth T Q  056 778 DGLA (John Mills) 
The excavation uncovered several small pits and scoops, probably 
prehistoric, cut into the natural brickearth. A right-angled ditch, 
possibly part of a rectilinear enclosure, and a shallow rectilinear 
scoop, thought to be part of a two-post sunken building, can be 
dated to the early-middle Saxon period. A series of post-holes and 
possible beam-slots appear to represent the remains of rectangular 
buildings of probably 11th-early 12th-c date. Several of the 
beam-slots had been cut by a substantial 12th-c ditch, an apparent 
change of use which may be associated with the acquisition of the 
site in 1069 by the Norman Abbey of St Catherine's Rouen, and 
its subsequent foundation of a non-conventual priory there during 
the late 11th-early 12th c. 
101-105 Oxford R o a m e e  Ways Wharf, Uxbridge T Q  052 
846 DGLA (John Lewis) 
The initial aim was was to establish whether there was any 
settlement activity prior to Gilbert Basset's late 12th c market grant, 
and to gain information about the subsequent development of the 
medieval town. In addition, it was thought that the gatehouse of 
the 16th-c Place House lay to the rear of the site. 
The earliest evidence found was a series of horizontal sediments 
overlying the natural river gravels beneath 105 Oxford Road. It 

comprised many struck flint tools, including flakes, blades and a 
core, together with bones of horse and deer. This assemblage 
appears to represent the undisturbed remains of a hunter-gatherers' 
camp, dated, on the basis of the flintwork, to around 8000 RC 
(upper palaeolithic) . 
These finds make the site of unique importance to the study of late 
glacial prehistory in Britain, as little is known about human 
occupation in Britain at the end of the last Ice Age. Later 
contamination of the palaeolithic sediments is negligible, and the 
flint flakes re-fit together, indicating that the artifacts have remained 
virtually undisturbed since the time of their deposition. As the flint 
tools and the animal bones occur in the same undisturbed layer, it 
seems highly probable that they are associated. A radiocarbon date 
is awaited on the bone. 
The next phase of activity dates to the medieval period, when a 
large ditch and several smaller gullies were dug across the site. They 
produced the largest group of 13th-c pottery vet found in Uxbridge 
and suggest intensive occupation in the immediate area. 

~ ~ 

In the late 16th or early 17th c, a gatehouse comprising two 
hexagonal brick-built towers was constructed. It formed the 
entrance to a Tudor mansion, part of which still stands as thc 
Crown and Treaty public house. Trial excavations uncovered the E 
tower, which appears to have stood until the 1850s. 

HOUNSLOW 
Mayfield Farm, East Bedfont T Q  075 736 DGLA (Caroline 
Pathy-Barker) 
A double-ditched enclosure, previously known from a cropmark, 
was investigated. It was provisionally dated to the later bronze age 
on the basis of pottery from the secondary silts of its inner ditch. 
Other features were located both inside and outside of the 
enclosure, suggesting a complicated settlement history for the area. 

ISLINGTON 
Ling House, 10-13 Dominion Street, EC2 T Q  3287 8180 
DGLA (Alexander MacKie) 
Three trenches were excavated in the basement to investigate the 
marsh deposits known to be in the area, previously dated to the 
Roman and medieval periods, and also to look for any Roman 
burials, occasionally found in the area. No burials were found, but 
marsh deposits were encountered, up to 0.30m (lft)  thick. They 
have been interpreted as pond deposits formed in the bottom of 
clay quarries, evidence of which was found on the site. These 
deposits were overlain by layers of dumped material which probably 
represented post-medieval land reclamation. 
19-23 Worship Street, EC2 TQ 3290 8211 DGLA (David Bowsher) 
Site watching revealed a probable watercourse, backfilled in the late 
16th c; it is probably the stream bordering Worship Street on the 
Coppqlate Map. Many leather objects were found in the fill. 

KENSINGTON & CHELSEA - no excavation 

KINGSTON 
2 Clarence Streetl34-36 Thames Street, Kingston T Q  179 694 
DGLA (Philip Emery) 
Work in the basement revealed early 18th c cellar foundations 
forming part of the original Crown and Thistle Inn, which stood on 
the site of a group of tenements known as The Rookety, first 
recorded in a 17th c map and demolished in 1834. Thc wall remains 
were of re-used Reigate stone blocks, some of which may have 
derived from a Tudor door-arch, and a medieval gargoyle. Further 
excavation, E of the basemented area, after site clearance, brought 
to light walls and floors of two small tenements, representing 
hrther buildings of The Rookety. Between their frontages and the 
chuchyard to the S, a succession of metalled surfaces was found. It 
formed an alley known as 'Birdcage Walk' or 'Washer-womens 
Alley' and overlay numerous graves, indicating that the churchyard 



tormerly extended further N. Two large pits yielding bone and 
Roman tile were also found. 
Ekntalls Car Park, Wood Street, Kingston T Q  1790 6960 
IKLA (Robin Nielsen) 
.l ~a tch ing  brief was undertaken on piling probes into a prehistoric 
watercourse and its environs. Sections were recorded through 
\\ aterlaid silts in a channel adjoining the Thames (previously located 
by G. Potter, DGLA, in 1987 to the SE of Wood Street, and in 
Eden Walk in 1965 by J. Penn et al). The watercourse appears to 
have been a braided channel of the Thames, present into the 
pst-medteval period as marshy ground, and possibly delineating 
the E bounds of the early development of the town. Roman tile 
md pottery was present in the upper silting layers. 
Charter Quay, High StreetIMarket Place, Kingston T Q  1780 
69 10 DGLA (Robin Nielsen) 
Evaluation excavations revealed medieval timber waterfront 
revements, and medievaVpost-medieval infill and reclamation, with 
property boundaries to the N and S of Hogsmill Creek, and 18th-c 
ctables to the S of the creek and N of Emms Passage. They overlay 
at least two phases of medieval building, the earliest dated to the 
13th c. Remains of 19th-c and earlier buildings fronted the High 
Street at the S end of the site. WC 

LAMBETH 
19 Albert Embankment, SE1 TQ 3054 7862 DGLA (Patricia Price) 
The site is on sands and gravels forming the S bank of the Thames; 
the excavation was to seek further evidence of prehistoric activity 
md of the development of this part of medieval and later Lambeth. 
Prehistoric fmt tools were found, including small blades and K i t  
cores. Field boundary ditches and medeval pottery sherds within 
the plough soil suggested medieval agriculture. A find of note was 
a mould for the production of clay pipes, dated typologically to the 
earl! 17th c; it is the first of its kind and date to be found. 
Quantities of dumped wasters and luln furniture from the nearby 
dellbare kilns and later stoneware factory were found, together 
tvlth a 19th c kiln probably associated with ceramic manufacture. 
49 EEra Road, Brixton SW2 TQ 3112 7497 DGLA (Wendy Rogers) 
The surface of the natural clays was found at +0.6-0.8m (2ft to 2ft 
- m) OD; they contained an unworked flint flake. They were 
overlain bv a piough soil containing medieval and 17th-c sherds; 
there were also several pieces of 18th-c biscuit delftware and some 
18th to 19th-c glazed luln furniture, but most of the pottery was 
19th c, as were drains and pits cutting the plough soil. 
Lambeth Palace Chapel, Lambeth Palace, SE1 T Q  3060 7910 
DGLA (Derek Seeley and Sue Degnan) 
The removal of furnishings in the chapel revealed large areas of floor 
tvhich had previously been hidden from view. Areas of the original 
Chapel floor laid in the 2nd quarter of the 13th c with decorated 
glazed tiles, and other areas of floor covered with relaid medieval 
iecorated glazed tiles were revealed (see S. Degnan and D. Seeley 
',Medieval and later floor tiles in Lambeth Palace Chapel' London 
Archaeol 6 no. 1, Winter 1988, 11-18). 
Lower MarshIWestminster Bridge Road T Q  3106 7956 DGLA 
I Toby Catchpole) 
Excavation on this development site uncovered a large number of 
neolithic sherds and flints from unstratified contexts. A Roman 
d~tch and medieval pits were also found as were the brick 
foundations to a large 16th to 17th-c house. 
7 Old Town Clapham, SW4 TQ 2926 7569 DGLA (Tom MacDonald) 
Traces of prehistoric activity within the general area were found in 
the form of struck flint flakes. No further traces of the Saxon 
occupation found at the nearby Rectory Grove excavations 
(1980-1) were found. A plough soil horizon was noted, and 
features included a re-cut boundary or drainage ditch and a number 
of refuse pits of medieval or later date. 

Randall RowlTinworth Street, SE1 T Q  3057 7850 DGLA 
(Mary Alexander) 
Flint flakes and burnt flints indicate prehistoric activity. Layers of 
plough soil suggest that the area remained open or possibly saw 
agricultural use from the 14th c for the following 200-300 years. 
Of interest is part of a late 17th-c ceramic figurine of a woman, in 
a fabric similar to delftware biscuit; all other examples of the type 
are of pipeclay or terracorta. 
8 Rectory Grove, SW4 T Q  2925 7599 DGLA (Kieron Heard) 
A watching brief on a contractors' trench revealed natural clays at 
c +14.4m (47ft) OD, overlaid by soils and redeposited gravels 
yielding small amounts of post-medieval pottery. 
St Mary's Convent, 3 Tooting Bec Gardens, Streatham SW6 
T Q  2999 7166 DGLA (Tom MacDonald and Noel Scott) 
A watching brief during redevelopment showed extensive recent 
disturbance. The surface of the natural clays and sands appeared to 
be generally level at +30.3m (99ft) OD, possibly falling to the W. 
Only 18th and 19th c material was found; there were no features. 
Unigate Dairy, 5 South Lambeth Road, SW8 - Phase I1 T Q  
3054 7795 DGLA (Tom MacDonald) 
The Phase I excavations on the S part of the site had produced flint 
implements and pottery, mainly of late neolithic types, and a 
fragment of a loom weight provisionally dated as early bronze age. 
A second phase of excavations on the N part of the site was aimed 
at amplifying this evidence. Further flint tools were found, 
including a notched flake, blades and scrapers, one of which is 
similar to a Beaker period thumb or button scraper. 
There seems to have been no further activity until the early medieval 
period, when the area came under agriculture, as evidenced by a 
plough soil horizon. Map evidence suggests that this use continued 
until the 16th c. Later occupation is evidenced by post holes, refuse 
pits, and the foundations of demolished 19th c houses. 

LEWISHAM 
Odeon Site, Deptford SELAU 
Before development of this site, close to the ancient centre, the Unit 
undertook rescue excavations in November 1988. This work 
revealed extensive post-medieval features and deposits, including 
pits and tanks containing pottery and related domestic rubbish. 

MERTON 
St. Lawrence Parish Churchyard, Morden TQ255 67819 Merton 
Historical Society (W. J. Rudd) 
Following the removal of the roots of a hawthorn brought down 
in the gale of October 1987, some brick foundations were 
uncovered. Documentary evidence shows thev were part of a 
wheelwright's workshop datable to the early 19th c. The 
foundations comprise a main rear wall and two inner walls 
enclosing an area oriented N-S. At the time of construction the 
building was outside the churchyard. It was demolished after 1861 
and the churchyard extended over the foundations. The site, among 
the later graves, is in the N-E corner of the churchyard. 
Merton Priory, Merton T Q  265 699 DGLA (Penny Bruce, Simon 
Mason and John Nowell) 
Excavations continued on the areas of the priory threatened by 
redevelopment. Work on the N half of the church revealed 
substantial foundations of flint and mortar the entire length of the 
lOOm (330ft) building. Four distinct phases of construction have 
been identified: the church nave having been widened to  form N 
and S aisles, the moving of the transepts to the E, and the addition 
of a large quire and lady chapel. A later strengthening phase of the 
church building, with large extension buttresses mainly constructed 
of reused architectural fragments of Reigate stone or Purbeck 
marble was revealed. Much of this stone was recovered. To the N 
of the church an extensive lay cemetery of several hundred 
inhumations was excavated. 



Work also took place on areas affected by the construction of the 
Merton Relief Road, bridging the already exposed chapter house, 
to allow the establishment of a museum display. Areas of the S aisle, 
the cloister (which was 15m (50ft) further S than expected), the 
canons' cemetery, and the NW corner of the infirmary building. 
The preservation withiin this building was particularly good and 
included intact floor layers in one room. 
Work has also taken place on the S area of the site in advance of a 
second development. Already large areas of the infirmary and 
domestic buildings, set around a possible infirmary cloister, have 
been uncovered. WC 
Church of St Peter and Paul, Church Road, Mitcham T Q  2705 
6870 DGLA (Robin Nielsen) 
A watching brief on the digging of a new drain trench revealed 
several graves of uncertain date. Two mortared walls in Reigate 
stone, flint and chalk, at right angles to each other and c 1.60111 (5ft 
3in) apart; one represents either foundations or a tomb predating 
the rebuilding of the church in 1822. No evidence was found of 
the 6th-c Saxon cemetery noted to the N of Church Road. 
NEWHAM - no excavation 
REDBRIDGE 
Uphall Camp, Ilford T Q  4380 8500 PEM (P. Greenwood) 
Work continued, sponsored by the developer. The areas excavated 
in 1984 and 1987 were joined together and a much larger area was 
opened up. At least six round houses, two pennanular enclosures, 
two rectangular bddings and six four-posters have been uncovered. 
Evidence for iron-working has now been found in two areas. These 
features date to the later middle Iron Age, as do those found in 
previous seasons. Extension of the zone with the later Roman 
military ditch, two corners of which have been found, indicates a 
much larger structure than was previously apparent. The earliest 
find was a fragment of a Deverel-Rimbury type urn. WC 

RICHMOND 
Church Street Car Park, Twickenham T Q  165 733 DGLA 
(Jonathan Nowell) 
Excavations in the area in 1966 suggested the presence of mesolithic 
and neolithic activity. Excavation in advance of redevelopment in 
1988 revealed a medieval ditch which ran N-S across the site and 
drained into the Thames; it pre-dated the late 16th to early 17th-c 
Church Lane street frontage. Little prehistoric evidence was found, 
as construction work in the 1960s had caused extensive disturbance. 

SOUTHWARK 
Bermondsey Abbey, Abbey Streeflower Bridge Road, SE1 T Q  
3340 7935 DGLA (David Beard with Simon Blatherwick) 
Work, in progress since 1984, finished in 1988. Further finds of 
chaff-tempered ware, and a third sceat, indicated widespread activity 
in the middle Saxon period. Other Saxon finds included a socketed 
and pierced antler object similar to several found at Clifford Sreet, 
York, but decorated with ring-and-dot and rectangular panels of 
cross-hatching, and probably dating to the 10th c (John Cherry, 
pm m m ) .  TL dates (British Museum: BEA 1, BEA 2, BEA 3) 
have shown that large quantities of burnt daub recovered from the 
mid-l l th  c backfill of the N drain came from late Saxon structures 
and were not the residual remains of Roman structures. 
Total excavation of the available area of the Cluniac priory to the 
E of the W wall of the dorter was completed. Features already 
visible in the W half of the site were recorded and backfilled, and 
this part of the site is now a Scheduled Ancient Monument. 
The reredorter showed three major phases of construction. Phase I 
(late I lthlearly 12th c) consisted of a large (c 20 X 12m - 66 X 

40ft) latrine with a central line of round piers. The floor to the 
undercroft of this structure was of plain ceramic tiles c 290mm 
( I  l %in) square. Although it is uncertain whether this was the 
original floor to this phase or a re-flooring, it could be shown that 

it pre-dated the alterations canied out in the second phase. Phase 
I1 (12th c?) involved building a wall which functioned as a cutwater 
around these piers, the area within the wall and around the piers 
being infilled with clay. Phase 111 involved the conversion of the 
reredorter to a cess-pit. In this phase the main drain was re-directed 
to run S of the reredorter and a wall was constructed to separate 
the N half of the latrine from the drain. The method of construction 
used for this wall was similar to the rebuilding of the main drain 
when the new feed to the Phase I11 infirmary hall was created, 
which may suggest that Phase I11 of the reredorter is also to be 
dated to the early 13th c. Extensive dumps of kitchen refuse suggest 
that the cess-pit went out of use in the late 15th c. 
From the features visible in the claustral area it was possible to plan 
the undercroft of the dorter and the S wall of the frater. Further 
walls and a small drain to the S of the frater may be part of a late 
medieval kitchen, although it is not possible to be certain without 
proper excavation of the area. 
Work revealed extensive alterations carried out when the E wall of 
the dorter was reused in Bermondsey House. The S part of the 
wall had been demolished and totally rebuilt to a width of c 0.8m 
(2ft 7in), incorporating many re-used moulded stones. The N part 
of the wall had been cut back on its W (inner) face and lined with 
brick to create a wall c 0.8m wide. Two medieval windows and a 
door which originally opened from the main cloister into the 
f m e r y  cloister were blocked, and a re-used Greensand doorway 
was set into the wall. 
109-115 Blackfriars Road, SE1 TQ 3163 7974 DGLA (John Roche) 
The surface of the natural sands and gravels survived generally to 
+1.5-1.7m (about 5ft) OD, though at one point rising sharply to 
+2.30m (7ft 6in) OD. The earliest find was an unstratified sherd 
of early Saxon chaff-tempered ware. A square pit containing late 
medieval pottery may be medieval or early post-medieval. 
Pmbably medieval in origin were three parallel linear cut features, 
approx. on the alignment of the strip field system recorded on 17th 
and 18th c maps. A further pit contained medieval pottery. 
Large pits cutting all earlier features may represent gravel quarries 
worked in connection with the suburban development of the area 
after the construction of Blackfriars Bridge in the 1760s. A cast-iron 
wall plaque bearing the sign of the Bridge House Estates, formerly 
the owners of the land, was also found. 
22 Borough High Street, SE1 TQ 3269 8023 DGLA (Brim Yule) 
Keyhole excavations were carried out in the basemeht of a standing 
building in the Roman settlement, 165m (540ft) S of the modern 
riverfront. A 1.5m (5ft) depth of Roman deposits sealed late 
prehistoric flood clays and was truncated at +2.6m (8ft 6in) O D  
by pits filled with 'dark earth'. 
Five Roman building horizons were identified. The buildings 
appear to have been set back c 2.5m (8ft) from the NW edge of the 
Roman road running S from London Bridge. They were of clay 
and timber construction with brickearth floors, which in Buildings 
2 and 3 had been resurfaced several times. Building 1 extended 
across the line of a later NW-SE wall, which was rebuilt at least 
twice. The wall separated Building 2 from gravel metallings to the 
NE, and in later buildings appeared to separate adjacent rooms. 
Buildings 4 and 5 were destroyed by fire. Remains of the collapsed 
burnt wall of Building 5 revealed the use of sun-dried clay bricks 
in its construction. 
The Roman strata were truncated across much of the area by pits 
filled with 'dark earth'. Cutting through this 'dark earth' was a 
deeply-founded chalk and ragstone wall footing, aligned NE-SW 
and probably of medieval date. 
Bricklayers' Arms Railway Yard, SE1 T Q  338 785 DGLA 
(Helen Jones) 
Work begun in 1987 was completed. Important prehistoric 
environmental material included Tilbury IV peat deposits and a 



well-preserved wooden platform, made of interlaced branches. 
Bricklayers' Arms Railway Yard (Mandela Way), SE1 T Q  333 
789 DGLA (ALison Steele) 
Trial work was undertaken on a further large area. 18th-early 19th-c 
intrusions cut flood clays overlying natural gravels. The sections 
showed a gradual downwards slope of the surfaces of the clays and 
gravels from W to E, a fall of c 0.40-0.50m (about lft 6in) over 
some 135m (440ft). At the E end of the trench peats overlay the 
clavs, apparently the W edge of an early mere or marsh-like feature, 
subject to phases of flooding, drying and growth of vegetation 
according to the level of the Thames. Samples of the peat have been 
taken to establish whether it might have derived from the Tilbury 
N (late bronze age) peats found elsewhere in north Southwark. 
London Bridge City, Phase 11, SE1 TQ 332 802 DGLA (Helen 
Jones, Jim Hunter and Alan Thompson) 
Bethel Estate 
Early sands contained a small linear ditch, and other features - 
possibly pits or tree-holes - which contained fragments of abraded 
Roman pottery. 
A watercourse ran E-W across the S part of the site; it is thought 
to be the moat of the manor house of Sir John Fastolf, built c 1443. 
At least two phases were defined: 
(a) the earlier was associated with a revetted entrance causeway 
allowing access from the S into the moated enclosure. Through the 
centre of thu causeway ran a wooden drain which appears to have 
allowed the E-W flow of water along the moat. The water fed into 
the drain through an aperture on the top of the causeway's W side, 
through the central part of the drain (which was fitted with a lid 
secured by nails and caullung, probably to allow access for cleaning 
and maintenance). Among the timbers used in the construction of 
the E revetted side of this entrance causeway was a panel of carved 
woodwork, thought to be a fragment of a 'Flanders Chest' dated c 
late 13th c. There may have been an earlier phase of the causeway, 
associated with a mortar spread seen in section which may be an 
earlier surface. The only revetting associated with the moat itself in 
tlus phase was in the form of wicker hurdling. 
(h) a later phase of the watercourse cut through and overlaid the 
entrance causeway. This phase of the watercourse was revetted by 
re-used clinker-built boat timbers, laid above wicker fencing. 
Towards the SW corner of the site, the watercourse is thought to 
turn towards the NE; here it was truncated by a later pit, itself cut 
by a wooden revetted drain probably constructed in about the 18th 
c. This drain was truncated by a later concrete-and-brick drain. 
Evidence for industrial activity on the site took the form of 
brick-lined wells or soakaways and pits lined with horn cores. 
Finds from the site included several pewter spoons, several whole 
pottery vessels of late 14th c date, and very many Bellarrnines, the 
last suggesting that the moat continued in use, or was at least 
visible, until relatively late. Spreads of delftware, including finished 
pottery, biscuit ware and kiln furniture, derived from the nearby 
kiln. 
Gun and Shot Wharf 
Excavations revealed further remains of the moated enclosure 
excavated in 1987 and now considered to be part of the house built 
c 1325, known as The Rosay and owned by Edward 11. A large 
section of the N moat was exposed (turning at its W end to the S), 
indicating two phases of reveunent construction associated with a 
stone and timber bridge in its middle area giving access to the house 
from the Thames foreshore. To the N of the moated enclosure, and 
directly associated with the river frontage, were the remains of two 
timbered docks or inlets which, from their alteration and repair, 
showed long usage. 
Symons Wharf 
This site revealed the E end of the N moat of The Rosay as it turned 
to the S, and indicated a moated enclosure measuring c 50 X 40m 
(160 X 130ft). To the E of the moated enclosure, and directly 

associated with the river frontage, were the remains of two 
substantial timber docks or Inlets which, from their alterations and 
repairs, also showed long usage; the more E of the two had an early 
phase of construction, dated by pottery to c AD 1280-1350. 
Morgan's Lane 
At least three pieces of wall from The Rosary were found; they were 
constructed of squared ragstone blocks bedded in yellow sandy 
mortar. The largest fragment of wall formed a SW corner supported 
by one external buttress; on the S side was the base of an aperture, 
either a window opening or a garderobe chute. Immediately to the 
E of Morgan's Lane a mill stream, dated by documentary sources 
to the medieval period, was found; it flowed into the Thames. 
Pottery was exclusively post-medieval in date, suggesting that the 
mill stream had been cleaned out regularly. - .  

Braidwood Street 
Further evidence was found for the mill stream mentioned above, 
with a plank and post revetment; the pottery here, too, was entirely 
post-medieval. To the E of the mill stream were timber drains or 
sewers, probably 17th or 18th-c in date. 
Pitt's Court 
Excavation yielded limited archaeological evidence, in the form of 
garden soils with traces of tree-roots, and modem rubbish pits. 
Abbot's Lane 
A two-day watching brief allowed the recording of the E side of an 
18th-c drain running along the W side of Abbot's Lane. It was 
wood-lined; a length of clinker-built boat was recovered. 
North of Anchor Butter Pactory and east of AbboPs Lane 
The foundations of medieval and later buildings were found beside 
the E bank of a N-S watercourse, probably the moat of the House 
of Sir John Fastolf built c 1443. The bank was first reinforced by 
the planting of elms (as a 'green reveunent') and then by a tied-back 
post and plank revetment, before being culverted and reclaimed in 
the 17th c. 
South of Anchor Butter factory, bounded by Tooley Street, 
Abbot's Lane and Vine Lane, and Unicorn Passage 
In the centre of the site was a large feature, interpreted as a pond, 
dug in the 15th c but backfilled in the 17th c. The backfii contained 
a wealth of organic tinds including a saddle, saddle wallets, and two 
blankets. A N-S watercourse was also found. Both of these features 
are presumed to be associated with the house of Sir John Fastolf, 
budt c 1443. To the N of the site was a brick-aisled structure of 
18th c date, possibly associated with Close's Brewery, and to the S 
was a line of brick cess-pits. 
Vine Lane 
In the area E of Vine Lane and S of the Thames the NE arm of the 
watercourse presumed to be the moat of the house of Sir John 
Fastolf was revealed, together with its post-medieval revetting and 
reclamation levels. To the W, next to Vine Lane, a complex of 
features was found, apparently associated with the Pickle Herring 
Wharf delftware pottery kiln established by Christian Wilhelm in 
1618; this consisted of two phases of kiln, a settling tank and a 
possible pier structure. 
305-309 Lower Road, SE8 TQ 3598 7864 DGLA (Peter Thompson) 
Deposits in the N end of the trial trench had been disturbed by 
recent activity. The S end contained 2.0m (6Y2ft) depth of alluvial 
silty clays overlying natural sands and gravels. The sands rose 
sharply towards the N; associated with this higher sand were a few 
struck prehistoric flints and several small undated pits. They may 
represent limited prehistoric activity on the edge of an undefined 
sand island. 

Park Street, Old Courage Brewery, SE1 TQ 3241 8020 (John Dillon) 
Work was carried out on a third area of the former Courage Brewery. 
Flint tools and flakes were found, as was a pit containing about 25 
sherds of late bronze age pottery. A number of post holes were 
found; their fills contained flint flakes. This activity was only 4 - 



5m (about 15ft) from an arc of post holes discovered in 1987 and 
thought to be part of a round house, of unknown date. 
T o  the N, on the edge of the high ground, sealed by a layer of peat 
thought to represent Tilbury Phase IV and dated to c 1000 BC, 
was a natural gravel surface (at -0.20111, -gin, OD) thought to be 
the prehistoric Thames foreshore; it contained two hearths, animal 
bone and burnt clay and flint fragments. In the silts sealing the 
gravel was a neolithic leaf-shaped arrowhead. Lying on top of the 
peat were about 30 flint flakes and at least one core, concentrated 
in an area of c. 3 sq.m (32 sq.ft). 
Two phases of early Roman industrial activity, representing 
blacksmithing and bronze-casting workshops, were found. A 3m 
(loft) length of a stone-lined flue next to remains of a clay and 
timber building was also found. In the later Roman period the 
industrial activity was succeeded by a building with three rooms, a 
mortar and tile floor, and walls covered with painted plaster. There 
were also two timber-lined wells. The Roman levels were sealed by 
'dark earth'. 
The earliest Roman activity in the N area was 1st c dumping over 
the Thames clays, with an insubstantial revetment running approx. 
N-S. It was sealed by a gravelled area which may have been a narrow 
E-W road. Cutting the gravel was the construction trench for a 
large timber building in an exceptional state of preservation, with 
its floor of oak planks almost intact, parts of its collapsed walls, and 
an entrance ramp. The building measured 4.751-11 (15%ft) by at 
least l l m  (36ft) (the W end had been destroyed by modem 
concrete foundations). The floor was supported by joists at 
half-metre intervals. They dovetailed into the wall sill beams 
morticed to take the upright wall posts. The longest surviving wall 
post was 1.60111 (5ft 3in), giving the minimum eaves height for the 
building. The srmcture has been dated to the early 2nd c by means 
of pottery in the construction cut and from dumping over the floor, 
and it is interpreted as a riverside or dockside warehouse. The floor 
was capable of taking heavy weights; it is partially below ground, 
possibly to create a cool, dark environment for the storage of 
perishable goods, and it is on the Roman Thames foreshore where 
dockside facilities may be expected. The warehouse has been 
dismantled and is now in the early stages of conservation at 
Portsmouth City Museum. 

Phoenix Wharf, 4 Jamaica Road, SE1  T Q  3379 7996 DGLA 
(Julian Bowsher) 
Trial work was carried out in two trenches to ascertain whether St 
Saviour's Dock, immediately to the N of the site, was constructed 
at the mouth of an earlier stream or inlet. 
The W trench revealed high natural sands at + 1.24m (4ft lin) OD, 
overlying gravels at -0.46m (-lft 6in) OD. Cutting them was the 
N bank of a river, recorded on 17th c maps, running SW-NE. There 
was evidence of a 17th-c revetment, followed by later silting. 
The E trench failed to locate the S bank of the river. The riverbed 
deposits sealed a buried prehistoric land surface. A plough soil 
sealed the natural sands at +0.40m (lft  4in) OD; into the sand 
were scored ard marks of bronze age date, the earliest such evidence 
of agricultural activity found to date in the lower Thames valley; 
flints and pottery were found in the plough soil. Spade marks and 
post holes were also found. Earlier than the agricultural phase was 
a rectangular cooking pit, fed by a small E-W stream to the S. Also 
revealed was a deep N-S channel, cutting the prehistoric features, 
which was part of the original inlet of St Saviour's before it was 
formalised into a dock in the medieval period. 

Queen Elizabeth Street, SE1 T Q  3376 7985 DGLA (Tom 
MacDonald and Tobv Catchpole) 
Trial work on two sites S of the Butlers' Wharf riverfront was aimed 
at examining the N edge of the Honleydown Island. 
Southern site 
A scatter of worked neolithic flints, and some prehistoric pottery 

sherds, was found within the weathered surface of the natural sands 
capping the gravel island, indicating early occupation on the island. 
A re-cut drainage ditch of Roman date ran NE-SW across the 
island. 
Substantial remains were found of features relating to the extensive 
post-medieval tanning industry in north Southwark. The earliest 
was a circular pit, lined with horn cores, which gave a key for a 
waterproof clay lining. Redeposited gravel at the base of the pit was 
probably a soakaway. Traces of a small plank-built structure may 
have been associated with the pit. The pit was backfilled with 17th 
and 18th c refuse. Documentary evidence suggests that these pits, 
known as 'handlers', were used in the first stage of the tanning 
process; hides were immersed in them, in an almost spent tanning 
liquor, to give a uniform surface colour. They were of a similar size 
and construction to liming pits (in which hair and flesh were 
removed from the hides), and may have been used interchangeably. 
The second phase of tanning activity was an E-W channel cut 
through the clays, itself cut by all the post-medieval features 
recorded. It was revetted with skillfully butt-jointed pine planks and 
oak posts, and appears to have been blocked or dammed at a later 
stage by a ridge of clay reinforced with two pine planks. A large 
semi-circular timber board may have been a sluice-gate within the 
damming or bloclang. The channel was later slightly diverted to the 
SW; this part of it was revetted with timber-braced pine planks. 
The channel was silted up with waterlogged deposits containing 
18th-c pottery, leather offcuts, cattle vertebrae and other bone 
fragments, and finally backfilled with brick and tile. 
The third and final phase of tanning was represented by a linear 
E-W wall footing constructed from cattle horn cores, set three deep 
within a buff clay, and laid carefully with their tips pointing N, the 
top and bottom layers curving to the E, and the middle layer to the 
W. The footing bounded a layer containing a large number of 
disarticulated cattle bones, and some of sheep. 

Northern site 
Excavation showed that this area was N of the sands and gravels of 
the Horsleydown island. An early S-N channel with gently sloping 
sides was recut with a sharp v-profile 4m (13ft) wide and 1.5m 
(5ft) deep. Two pegged timbers, one a horizontal beam and the 
other a pine plank standing on its side, had been inserted into the 
channel, possibly to create a water reservoir for the tannery. The 
channel silted up, was filled in and a timber drain inserted in its 
place. This was formed of a bored elm trunk into which had been 
inserted a square-sectioned pipe made of four oak planks nailed 
together. Four pits, apparently of the same date as the drain, were 
lined with pine planking and were either handling or soaking pits 
of the tannery. 

Royal Eye Hospital, S t  George's Circus, SE1 T Q  3160 7947 
DGLA (John Roche) 
Trial work was carried out in view of the site's location on high 
natural gravel with potential for early occupation. The surface of 
the gravels was at c +2.15m (7ft) OD; it was overlain by plough 
soils surviving to a maximum height of +2.60m (8ft 6in) OD. Cut 
features contaimed tile and pottery of medieval to 18th-c date. 

21-27 St Thornas' Street, SE1 TQ 3283 8014 DGLA (Peter Thompson) 
The site lay at the E edge of the north Southwark Roman and 
medieval settlement. At the W end were several lengths of chalk 
and flint foundations; the best preserved had a surface of crushed 
chalk and tile associated with it. The continued line of the wall is 
preserved as a series of post holes representing piling for the 
foundation. The walls appear to be late medieval in date. 
Linear Roman ditches and gullies were found beneath a sequence 
of Roman dumping and silting. They mav have been dug to drain 
an area of marginal land. The E half of the site preserved a similar 
stratigraphic sequence of Roman dumps and features. 



16-18 Union Street, SE1 T Q  3245 8002 DGLA (Kieron Heard) 
Natural sands were encounterd at c 1.00m (3ft 3in) OD. Overlying 
them were a number of sand and gravel layers containing Roman 
pottery and a coin of Agrippa (AD 23-32). These layers were cut 
by several pits containing 1st-3rd c Roman pottery; they were 
sealed by 'dark earth' deposits. 
A large channel or ditch was examined in section. It was over 8m 
(26fi) wide and at least 2m (6Yzft) deep, and ran approx. N-S. 
Analysis of the fills indicates that the feature silted up over a 
relatively long period. A few sherds of Roman and medeval pottery 
were found in it. After having silted up, the ditch was re-cut on a 
much smaller scale and partly revetted. Late medieval pottery was 
recovered from the fills of this final phase. This ditch is thought to 
be part of the E boundary of the Manor of the Bishops of 
Winchester, known after the late 15th c as the Clink Manor. 
SUITON 
Carew Manor, Beddington T Q  2964 6533 Carew Manor Group 
(1. Phdlips) 
Carew Manor is known to have been a moated site. The W and S 
sides of the moat are preserved in an 18th c culvert, and in 1983 a 
contractor's trench cut through part of thc fill of the N arm. A small 
excavation located the NE corner of the moat island. The wall 
supporting the inner side of the moat island was 1.80 to 1.94111 (5ft 
l lin to 6ft 4in) thick. It consisted of flint and mortar, and the moat 
side was faced with neatly-dressed blocks of Reigate stone and Kent 
rag. The inner face of the wall had been built against the side of a 
trench which had been dug through a dump of sandy material. No 
dating evidence for the wall was found. The excavation of a small 
part of the deposits filling the moat showed that they were of 
rubble, Greensand and earth. The finds suggested that filling took 
place in the early 18th c. A report will be deposited in Sutton 
Central Library in the near future. 
TOWER HAMLETS 
36-44 AIie Street, E l  T Q  338 811 DGLA (Kevin Wooldridge 
and Bruno Barber) 
Twenty-two test pits were excavated; they showed extensive 
evidence of pitting, presumably for brickearth and gravel extraction. 
The pits were filled with domestic r e h e .  The exact purpose and 
extent of these features was not establishd, due to the small area 
excavated. Although the site lay within an area where Roman 
burials have been found, none were located here. 
Backchurch LandGowers Walk, E l  TQ 3420 8105 DGLA (John Roche) 
Trial work showed traces of Roman features, but a post-medieval 
cemetery and standing buildings had caused extensive damage to 
archaeological levels. The site lies across the projected route of the 
Roman road running past the Hooper Street cemetery, and further 
burials may be found here. WC 
East Tenter Street/Scarborough Street T Q  3398 8102 DGLA 
(David Bowsher) 
Excavations revealed a shallow depth of Roman deposits, 8 burials 
( 3  of which were chalk burials) and 2 fragments of mortared flint 
structure which may be part of a mausoleum. Along the E piece of 
wall was an inhumation which may be associated with it. Also found 
were many large cut features which may be gravel pits. 
Hooper Street, E l  T Q  3420 8095 DGLA (David Bowsher and 
Bruno Barber) 
Excavations took place within an extensive Roman cemetery with 
numerous burials, set within a ditched area and lying alongside a 
road or trackway. The burials comprised both cremations and 
inhumations. Grave goods included hobnailed shoes, shale 
bracelets, glass beads, vessels, and a possible jewel casket. Adults 
and children were present. Orientation of burials suggested that 
some may have formed groups. Some cremations were within 
amphorae, and one was on top of a coffin. Half of an inscribed 
tombstone was found in a pit. 

4-12 Norton Folgate, E l  T Q  3341 8196 DGLA (Chris Thomas 
and Barney Sloane) 
The site lies on the W side of the precinct of the priory and hospital 
of St Mary Without Bishopsgate, founded by Walter Brunius in 
1197 and refounded in 1235 when it acquired the name of Nav 
Hospt'tal. The hospital looked after the sick poor and had 180 beds. 
In the 14th c there were 12 canons at the priory and 12 lay brothers 
and sisters to attend to the sick. The priory was dissolved in 1538 
and the hospital closed two years later. 
The excavation revealed a number of medieval buildings associated 
with the priory. In the SE corner of the site lay the earliest medieval 
strucure. Only parts of the W and N walls and two piers forming 
arcading aligned N-S lay within the limits of the excavation. Thls 
seems to agree with the work carried out by Frank Cottrill to the 
SE in the 1930s. This building is at present interpreted as the N 
transept of the church. 
T o  the W of the building lay a later medieval hall which had been 
built onto the W wall of the earlier building. Only the N end of 
this building was excavated, the S part having been excavated in 
1985 at 1-3 Norton Folgate. The hall measured c 28 X 13m (92 X 
43fi). Its roof was supported by 4 square piers which lay centrally 
down the hall. Predating this building were a number of human 
skeletons. This was presumably the original hospital cemetery 
which went out of use when it was built over. However, it now 
appears that the cemetery continued in use to the W of this structure 
until a 'precinct' wall was constructed along the W side of the site. 
In total 44 skeletons were excavated. 
A large drain, which appeared to be contemporary with the later 
hall to the S, lay across the whole width of the site, a length of at 
least 32m (105ft). It subsequently became disused and the stone 
was robbed. Two more drains were built at the W end and a 
building, aligned E-W, was built over the old drain. Inside this 
building part of a tile floor was found. 
At the  end of the site lay an open garden bounded by a wall on 
the E side of the site and a 'precinct' wall on the W, which ran the 
whole length of the site to the S end of 1-3 Norton Folgate. Within 
the garden lay a well, a drain crossing the entire width of the site, 
and possibly a timber building at the N end. 
After the dissolution many of the buildings were reused or rebuilt 
and there was considerable evidence of demolition and levelling. 
Four brick floors and a cess-pit were found within buildings 
utilising medieval walls and later brick walls. 
Before the founding of the hospital, large amounts of soil had to 
be built up over Roman ditches, perhaps boundary ditches. 
A rich assemblage of finds was recovered, including a number of 
wooden bowls and plates, pottery (including complete vessels) from 
the Roman period through to the 18th c, decorated medieval floor 
tiles, fragments of medieval stained glass and evidence of Roman 
glassworking - probably redeposited waste, of which other 
examples have been found in the area; Roman glass manufacture 
therefore may have taken place nearby. 

Royal Mint, East Smithfield T Q  339 807 DGLA (Paul Falcini) 
Examination was completed at the site of the Cistercian Abbey of 
St Mary Graces (founded 1350) and the later Royal Navy 
Victualling Yard (founded 1560). Excavation of the E end of the 
Church, the chapter house, the N end of the infirmary and the W 
alley of the cloisters was completed. 133 burials were found within 
the church. A number of possible chapels were identified to thc 
south of the choir and presbytery. Several areas of medieval tiled 
floor were examined within the church and the chapter house. 
There was evidence for the almost complete demolition of the 
Church at the Dissolution, and for the extensive re-use of the other 
monastic buildings in the 16th and 17th c. 
4 Spitd Square, E l  TQ 3343 8193 DGLA (Bamey Sloane) 
A Roman ditch was found in the brickearth, overlain by 'dark earth'. 



The site was probably within the N transept of the church to the 
hospital of St Mary Without Bishopsgate. Construction layers of 
crushed stone, overlain by layers of clay, were cut by 5 medieval 
burials. Two pier bases were located, together with much worked 
stone, including column drums, which had been re-used in 
post-medieval features. WC 
15 Spital Square, E l  T Q  3347 8197 DGLA (Chris Thomas) 
The site also lies within the former precint of the priory and hospital 
of St Mary Without Bishopsgate (see above). The site was excavated 
at the same time as a larger site to the W. 
No evidence was found of the Roman cemetery found elsewhere in 
the vicinity, although many Roman pottery sherds were found. 
Crossing the N side of the site was atnedieval chalk wall which ran 
E-W and had been partially robbed at its W end. The robbed section 
of the wall was wider than the unrobbed part, and at the point 
where the wall widened another medieval chalk wall ran to the N. 
T o  the S of the E-W wall lay a series of dumped soil layers. It appears 
that to the S of this wall was an open space, while further buildings 
may have lain to the N of it. 
38 Spital Square, E l  T Q  3341 8190 DGLA (Chris Phillpotts) 
Rubbish pits of Roman date were excavated, as were later, probably 
medieval, inhumations. 
The site lies within the area of the hospital of St Mary Without 
Bishopsgate. A major N-S wall of medieval date was noted in 
underpinning works. WC 

WANDSWORTH - n o  excavation 

WESTMINSTER 
1 2  Buckingham Street, WC2 T Q  3033 8047 DGLA (Stewart 
Hoad and Andrew Letch) 
In a watching brief of material generated in piling works, 
considerable quantities of waterlogged deposits were observed, 
including what appeared to be the remains of a wattle fence and 
other timbers. Some animal bone was also recovered. The deposits 
may have been Saxon, though no dating evidence was found. 
79-87 Chancery Lane, 8-14 Bishops Court, 1-17 and 2-12 
Chichester Rents T Q  308 813 DGLA (Stewart Hoad and Andrew 
Letch) 
A watching brief was carried out on 13  test pits dug for 
archaeological investigation, as well as a number dug by developers 
to investigate wall footings. They revealed evidence of cut features, 
some of which were found to cut a soil layer of uncertain origin. 
Their nature was unclear, but they probably represent post- 
medieval refuse pits. A brick floor and a layer of debris were also 
noted. The site was affected by extensive modem truncation. 
College Garden, Westminster Abbey, SW1 T Q  3010 7935 
DGLA (Alexander Mackie) 
An augur survey was carried out to augment a resistivity survey. 
Work indicated a probably natural channel of the Tybum. Early 
occupation was indicated, of unknown date but possibly Roman or 
Saxon. At least 13  medieval features and numerous post-medieval 
features were located, showing intensive use of the garden into the 
17th c. 
44-46 Drury Lane, WC2 TQ 3043 8115 DGLA (Robert Whitehead) 
Limited excavation in the area of proposed groundworks revealed 
0.5m ( l f i  8in) of Saxon deposits, possibly dumping. They was 
overlain by a thin spread of iron waste, cut by a deep pit or well 
and a post-hole. This was probably an ironworking site, though 
there was little evidence for structures. There was very little dating 
evidence, but all that was found was middle Saxon. 
17-18 Floral Street and 35 King Street, WC2 T Q  3022 8090 
DGLA (Kevin and Carol Wihams) 
Seventeen test pits were excavated to assess archaeological survival 

on the site. Archaeological material was found in 5 of them, at 
either end of the site, modem basements having removed the 
deposits from the central area. Two of the cuts identified were 
Saxon in date, and a further 3 were post-medieval. 
Somerset House, Strand, WC2 T Q  3075 8080 DGLA 
Monitoring of underpinning works showed that, although the area 
was basemented to the level of natural gravel over a large area, some 
Saxon pits did survive, albeit badly disturbed. 
Trafalgar Square, WC2 T Q  3005 8045 DGLA 
In a watching brief of drain trenches, two barrel wells were found, 
possibly Roman or Saxon. A deep feature containing waterlogged 
wood, possibly a Saxon gravel pit, was noted in the NW comer of 
the Square. Saxon rubbish pits were located in the W half of the 
Square. A large medieval gravel pit was found in the SE comer of 
the Square. N-S medieval wall foundations were noted in the N 
and S sides of the Square, probably footings to the King's Mews. 
18-20 York Buildings, WC2 TQ 3036.8054 DGLA (Robert Cowie) 
A narrow trench revealed a small area of middle Saxon (7th-8th c) 
waterfront, possibly an embankment, and a row of stakes. It was 
overlain by sand with cobbles, in turn sealed by waterlain clay from 
the top of which came medieval pottery. T o  the N of this was a 
row of vertical oak planks, placed side-by-side and running N-S and 
surrounded by brushwood and stakes; they have been dated by 
dendrochronology to the late 7th c. A medieval boundary wall on 
the NE side of the property survives to at least 4.26111 (14fi) in 
height; it belongs either to Durham House or York House. 

ESSEX 
Tibury  Port, Tilbury 651 755 PEM (P. J. Moore) 
The purpose of the excavation was to establish the original 
alignments and construction method of the outer defences of the 
fort, prior to restoration by English Heritage. Earlier excavations 
were on the N side of the fort; the 1988 ones were on the bank of 
the covered way and outer moat in the SE corner of the fort, using 
slit trenches. The pre-fort marsh surface was identified under the 
covered way but was seen to have been removed from the area 
intended for the outer moat leaving a grey clay as the ground 
surface. A linear depression in the clay may have been for 
delineating the moat. The first moat edge was created by the 
building up of a clay platform, upon which the bank rests, but the 
drop in slope was accentuated in places by the excavation of material 
from the moat bottom. Within the moat a series of features were 
found, including pits, ditches and linear wooden structures. 
Subsequent silting up of the moat may have been at least partly the 
reason for building up the platform and bank even further. The 
bank consisted of dumped layers of clay with interfaces of rubble, 
domestic rubbish and shells, on a platform of horizontal clay layers. 
In the late 19th c there were major works on the covered way, with 
the construction of a brick wall and the building up of the bank 
until level with the wall. As the gap between the bank and wall 
varied considerably, it suggests that the alignment of the earlier 
bank was slightly different from that of the later wall. However, 
becouse of the depth of stratigraphy within the bank and platform 
(c 3m, loft), it was impossible to identify and excavate the earliest 
activity on the inner side of the bank. The late 19th c covered-way 
wall extended N along the S bank of the salient of the place-d'arme, 
but no further, while in its N bank an earlier brick wall was 
excavated which corresponds to a late 18th c plan of the fort. This 
had been demolished and the bank outside it partially removed, 
which seems to have been to facilitate the placing of five large gun 
emplacements along the S bank of this salient, as shown on a mid 
19th c plan. The lack of finds presents problems in identifying 
building phases throughout the excavation. 
Wanstead Park, Wanstead West Essex Archaeological Group (F. Clark) 
The Group continued its search for the Roman villa in Wanstead 
Park. Ditches and pits, but no structures, were found. 


