
Mosaic 
Royal Commission to move 
IT HAS recently been conf~rmed that the RCHM(E) will be 
moving its headquaners from Fortress House in London to new 
offices in Swindon over the next three years. The offices may be 
new, but the building is not: the former offices of the Chief 
Mechanical Engineer of the Great Western Railway (a Grade I1 
listed building) is being converted to accommodate the Royal 
Commission. It's good to see an organisation putting its staffwhere 
its mouth is. 

Young Archaeologists' Club 
THE YOUNG Archaeologists' Club is an organisation for young 
people aged 9-18 who are interested in finding out about 
archaeology as well as getting practically involved. Members can go 
on field study holidays, join the dub's local branches and take part 
in archaeological digs,* visits and talks, and enter national 
competitions such as the Young Archaeologist of the Year Award. 

A special open day is organised throughout the country for 
members (see Duny) :At a number of excavation sites, young people 
and their families can take part in archaeological activities including 
excavation, surveying, photography, handling and identifying finds, 
cooking and eating R o w  or Anglo-Saxon and Viking food. These 
activities are all free and give people the opportunity to find out 
about the behind-the-scenes world of archaeology. 

Members receive a quarterly magazine Young Awhmlom, with 
news from around the British Isles and reports from foreign 
correspondents, articles by club members, features on recent finds, 
book reviews and competitions. Membership +dso includes a 
certificate, pin badge and membership card that entitles the holder 
to free or discounted entry to centres such as the Jorvik Viking 
Centre, Royalty and Empire, Tales of Robin Hood and Wobum 
Abbey. Details of the club can be obtained from Young 
Archaeologists Club, CWord Chambers, 4 Clifford Street, York, 
Y01 lRD, tel. 0904 611944. 

New displays at the Cuming Museum 
THE CUMING Museum in Southwark has announced the first 
stage of the complete re-display of its permanent exhibitions using 
modem multi-media techniques. The first two new displays are 
Michacl Faraday - Southwark scientirt and Shakespeare and Southwark. 
The former shows a range of Faraday's belongings - from a locket 
of his hair to an experimental dynamo - and concentrates on his 
importance to the development of electricity in the bicentennial year 
of his birth. 

The Shakepm and Southwark exhibition contrasts the story of 
Shakespeare in Southwark with the everyday life of Elizabethan 
people. An amact from the first folio of Shakespeare's plays and 
Elizabethan dothing are shown alongside domestics objects like 
cooking pots, knives and candlesticks. New knowledge from the 
recent excavations at the Rose and Globe theatres complete the 
picture of Shakespeare's Southwark. 

The Cuming Museum is at 155-157 Walworth Road, SE17 lRS, 
and is open from Tuesday to Saturday, 10 am. - 5 pm. For further 
information contact Fiona Talbott on (071) 701 1342. 

Motoring beginnings at the Museum of London 
THE EARLY history of the motor car is surely a suitable topic for 

archaeological study, as part of the history of our material culture 
(the editor once excavated a Mini from one of his sites, but that's 
another story). What is not weU known is the part played by 
London in the story, and the Museum of London will uy to put 
this right in its new exhibitih The Simms car (see Dimy). 

Frederick Sirnm's pioneering work with petrol engines led to 
London becoming one of the most impoitant centres of the motor 
industry. He had helped to set up the British Daimler factory in 
Coventry in 1896, before setting up his own Simms Manufacturing 
Company Ltd in Bermondsey and Kilbum from 1901 to 1907. He 
also collaborated with Robert Bosch to produce the first motor 
magneto. 

A key exhibit is the prototype Simms motor car, probably built in 
a rented railway arch under Pumey Bridge between 1896-1899. It 
is powered by a 2.5 hp single-cylinder Simms engine, has a chain 
drive, three forward speeds and reverse, tiller steering, steel chassis, 
wooden coachwork and solid rubber tyres. The exhibition will also 
feature many photographs and other contemporary material 
relating to Simms and the early motor industry in London. 

Eating out in London's museums 
THE LONDON Museums Service has brought out two rhore 
leaflets in its series about local museums. U n d  museums in antral 
London lists ten museums in the City, Lambeth and the West End, 
which either have an unusual theme or are in a building that would 
not be expected to house a museum. Some are familiar landmarks, 
like the Museum of Garden History in the church of St. Mary at 
Lambeth, while others are almost unknown, like the British Dental 
Association Museum in Wimple Street. Where to eat in London's 
museums concentrates on the need for refreshment in a hard day's 
visiting: it describes the culinary attractions of thirteen of the many 
museums in Greater London. It is however difficult to see the basis 
on which these particular museums were chosen. Both leaflets are 
coded to show the degree of access for the disabled, and would be 
useful in planning a day out in London. 

The visiting bank 
ONE OF THE 'unusual' museums listed in the leaflet is the Bank 
of England Museum (no need to say where that is),which has been 
open for two years. It has started to publish its own newsletter, 
with details of recent research as weU as news of the Museum's 
progress. In just two years attendances have reached over 100,000 
visitors per year, a very creditable figure which puts it 40th in the 
league table of over 900 independent museums. Opening hours are 
10 am. to 5 pm. Monday to Friday, and 11 am. to 5 pm. on 
summer Sundays. 

Hampton Court kitchens re-opened 
THE TUDOR kitchens at Hampton Court Palace were re-opened 
on 25 May, following an investment of £500,000. Pacts of the 
Palace previously closed to the public are opened for the first time. 
The Great Kitchens were started by Cardinal Wolsey in the early 
1520s and emended by Henry V111 in 1529. The present buildings 
of over 50 rooms date from 1529-32 and are the largest and most 
complete kitchens of this period in Europe. They have now been 
totally re-presented to illustrate the feast of St John the Baptist on 
Midsummer's day in 1542, at which Henry V111 entertained his 
court on a lavish scale. Entrance to the Kitchens is included in the 
admission price of M.60 for adults and £2.90 for children. 


