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I n t r o d u c t i o n  
The  Headstone Manor complex (Fig. I) is a Sched- 
uled Ancient Monument, comprising the manor 
house within its medieval moated enclosure, and 
two  agricultural buildings (the 16th century Tithe 
Barn now converted into a museum, and the Small 
Barn) immediately t o  the south-west outside the 
moat. Previousexcavations on  the site of  the Small 
Barn1 have suggested the possibility of  13th cen- 
tury structures and activity in this outer court area 
which is presently a public park. 

In  1989 proposals to re-site a granary f rom Pinner 
Park Farm within the scheduled area prompted 
the Museum of London t o  carry o u t  a small-scale 
evaluation2. This exercise demonstrated the pres- 
ence of  stratified deposits, undated but  poten- 
tially medieval, together with some preserved tim- 
bers. Consultations between the Museum of Lon- 
don and Harrow Borough followed t o  determine 
the design of  foundation least damaging t o  the 
archaeology, and t o  provide a strategy f o r  further  
archaeological investigation satisfying English 
Heritage's requirements as part of the scheduled 
monument consent f o r  the development. This 
second stage of excavation was carried o u t  by 
Wcsscx Archaeology in November 1990. 

S t ra tegy  
The  strategy employed by Wessex Archaeology 
was that devised by the Museum of London after 
their evaluation carried o u t  during March and 
April 1989. Advice, particularly with regard t o  the 
environmental potential, was sought f rom both 
the Museum of London and English Heritage 
before and during the project. 

Thc  proposal was to  initially excavate, mechani- 
cally and where appropriate by hand, three parallel 
trenches (Fig. 2, Trenches A, B, C) Io.som (34ft) 
long, on  average I.oom (3ft 3in) wide and no  less 
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than I.Iom (3ft 7in) deep. They were t o  be located 
and excavated t o  the engineer's exact specifications 
and were t o  fo rm the main granary foundation. 
Subsequently the upper o.23m (sin) of  deposits was 
t o  be removed by machine  f r o m  t h e  t w o  
uncxcavated baulks between the trenches and five 
parallel slots fo r  cross-beams, o.45m (18in) wide, 
were then t o  be excavated by hand. The  base of  
these cross-beams was t o  be level at  o.525m ( z ~ i n )  
below the present surface o f  the car park. 

In addition a watching brief was t o  be maintained 
during the excavation of  a trench t o  connect 
services f rom the Tithe Barn t o  the granary site. 

Any archaeologically significant deposits were t o  
be excavated by hand and all organically-rich de- 
posits sampled. All aspects of  the work were t o  be 
fully recorded using Wcssex Archaeology's stand- 
ard recording system. 

Results  
A maximum depth of  m o m  (3ft 3in) of  archaeo- 
logical deposits was present above the natural 
Middlesex clays; the superficial deposits encoun- 
tered during the machine-stripping of  the baulks 
and the hand-digging of  thc  cross-beam trenchcs 
were almost entirely modern hardcore o r  topsoil. 
Individual layers are described in archive, but  
some correlation of  deposits between the three 
main trenches could be achieved. These groupings 
could broadly be divided into five phases o n  the 
basis o f  stratigraphic relationships allied with car- 
tographic evidence (Fig. 3): 

Phase I -- a surface was found directly overlying 
the natural clay which stratigraphically predated 
all other activity. Surface (48) constituted a de- 
posit of  pebbles bonded with clay and was found 
towards the south-west end o f  Trench C. A similar 
surface (70) was excavated in Trench A. 
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Fig. I: Headstone Manor: location. 



Three rough timber stakes (1001, 1004 and 1008) 
found in Trench A were almost certainly contem- 
porary with this surface. They did not appear 
substantial enough to  be structural. 

Phase I1 -- evidence was recovered for  the presence 
of a flint and timber structure. 

The most substantial remains of the structure was 
wall (75), which ran north-west/south-east across 
the site. This comprised an unbonded line of flint 
nodules, up to obom (2ft) across, preserved to  a 
height of o.3om ( ~ f t )  and a width of o.8om (aft 7in). 
The surviving upper courses of this wall had been 
disturbed by a later brick wall (76). I t  was not 
apparent whether this was an external load-bear- 
ing wall or merely an internal partition. 

Further structural information was provided by 
five timbers (1002-3, 1005, 1009 and 1011) which 
proved t o  be contemporary with the flint wall. Of 
these only three (1002-3 and 1005) would appear t o  
have had any substantial load-bearing capacity. 
These had sub-circular sections with an average 
diameter of o.22m (sin) and flat bases, 1003 having 
been placed in a post pit (67). The remaining tim- 
bers (1009 and 1011) were small and crudely-fash- 
ioned, and appear to  have been stakes with no 
major structural role. 

Associated with the wall and timbers was a sub- 
stantial floor, evidence of which was found in all 
three trenches (45,60,65). This constituted a layer 
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Fig. 2: Headstone Manor: excavated footings and service 
trenches. 

of pebbles in a clay matrix, up to  o.24m (gin) thick. 
In Trenches B and C this floor deposit was founded 
on a layer of broken ceramic roof tiles (56,69) up to 
o.12m (sin) thick. In Trench C surface (48) remained 
in use from Phase I, becoming covered with a thin 
organic deposit (46, 47). 

In  Trenches A and C the surface was confined to  
the south-west of the wall (75), whereas in Trench 
B it also extended to  the north-east. In Trenches A 
and C a second surface (25, 35, 61) was laid to  the 
north-east of the wall (75). This comprised a layer 
of pebbles in clay, up to  o.2om (Sin) thick and much 
more compact than the surface t o  the south-west 
of the wall (75). 

Phase 111 -- after the abandonment of the Phase I1 
structure and the cutting-off at the base of related 
structural timbers (1002-3, and 1005) an insubstan- 
tial floor was laid over the centre of the excavated 
area. This comprised a layer of clay, pebbles and 
much mortar (7,22,59) up to  o.14m (6in) thick. 

Phase IV -- this phase sees the enclosing of the area 
with a brick wall (76) along the line of the Phase I1 
flint wall (75) and activity t o  the south-west. 

The wall (76) was built of mortared bricks surviv- 
ing t o  a height of o.3om (rzin) , a width of o.4om 
(16in); it ran north-west/south-east across the trench. 
Its foundation trench had cut through thesurviv- 
ing upper courses of the Phase I1 f lint wall (75), and 
had itself been later disturbed by the cutting of a 
trench for modern drain (77). 

Towards the south-west end of Trench B a series 
of surfaces was excavated. The earliest (66), a de- 
posit of clay and pebbles, was covered with a thin 
organic residue (6). This in turn was overlain by 
layers including quantities of brick and tile rubble 
(54, 55) which would appear to  be levelling for 
surface (5). This activity is then sealed by a general 
layer of brick and tile demolition (10, 21, 40, 53) 
found over the whole site. 

Four timbers (1000, 1006-7 and 1010) were found 
associated with this phase. Timber 1010 was sub- 
stantial, its rectangular cross-section measuring 
o.2om X-o.a3m (8inx gin), and appeared to  have been 
a gate post; a gap in wall (76) was discernible 
adjacent to  the post. All the timbers were situated 
along the south-eastern face of wall (76) and arc 
likely to  have been part of an associated fence. 

Phase V -- comprises the layers associated with the 
construction of the existing park. The first stage 
was the levelling of the area for  the modern gar- 
dens and car park (2,9,16, IS, 19,20,32,39). This was 
followed by the importing of topsoil (4,17,38), the 



laying of tarmac (8,1s, 31) and the construction of 
drain (77). The most recent activity on the site was 
the digging of the Museum of London test pits 
(14,30,37). 
Finds and  environmental data 
All objects encountered during the excavation 
have bccn retained and analysed to Wessex Ar- 
chaeology Data Level 2, which provides a basic, 
quantified record of finds from each context 
(summarized in Table I). No additional analysis or 
~c t ive  conservation is proposed; all finds will be 
retained as part of the archive and all metal objects 
will be X-radiographed. 

Preliminary discussions have been held with the 
,Museum of London concerning the likely value 
of the excavated timbers and environmental sam- 
ples, and proposals for post-excavation, publica- 
tion, and archive storage are being submitted to  
English Heritage for approval. No finds, timbers 
o r  environmental samples will be discarded with- 
out approval. 
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In view of their late date and incompleteness, it is 
not proposed to retain the posts as part of the site 
archive, although it is possible that the Museum of 
London may wish to  measure them before dis- 
posal for incorporation into the London area 
dendrochronology database. None of the envi- 
ronmental samples collected are likely to  add sig- 
nificantly to  an understanding of the site, al- 
though the Museum of London may recommend 
that they should be sieved and the f lots and residues 
stored in archive. Unsieved samples will be dis- 
carded. 

Discussion 
A study of relevant cartographic and documen- 
tary material both at Harrow Museum and Herit- 
age Centre and at Harrow Library Local Studies 
department revealed much about the history of 
the site. 

Estate and Ordnance Survey maps of 1819, 1830, 
1840,1860,1864,1911 and 1914 all show a different 
configuration of structures over th'e excavated 

TRENCH B 

NE 

TRENCH C 

S W  

KEY m Phase  I m Phase IV 

Phase I1  0 Phase V 

Fig. 3: Headstone Manor: simplified sections. 



area. In addition, a photograph of 1921 
shows yet another arrangement (a set 
of pigsties) over the site. 

Given the numerous construction/ 
demolition episodes the site has un- 
dergone it is almost impossible to  date 
any of the proposed phases with any 
security. The strongest and most likely 
correlations between excavated plans 
and cartographic records are f or Phases 
I1 and IV: the Phase I1 structure may 
relate to the substantial building 
shown occupying the site on the 1864 
Ordnance Survey map; the Phase IV 
wall (76) may be that shown on the 
1914 Ordnance Survey map and vis- 
ible as part of the pigsty complex 
shown in a photograph of 1921. The 
Phase V activity can securely be dated 
to  the period after the site ceased to  
be a working farm in 1928 at which 
time Harrow Urban District Council 
turned it into a public park. 
None of the deposits or  timbers encountered can dence was well-represented. The absence of any 
be regarded as other than modern (ie all are almost such finds from the present excavations may re- 
certainly post-I~SO), and no medieval material even sult from the scale of subsequent disturbance or 
in a residual context was encountered. This is in may merely indicate that medieval activity did not 
contrast to  theexcavations beneath the Small Barn; extend into this part of site. 
where medieval structural and artefactual evi- 3. Loc cit f n  I. 

Excavations & Post-Excavation Work 
City, hy Museum of London, Department of Urhan Archaeol- 
ogy. A series of' long term excavations. Enquiries t o  DUA, 
Museum of London, London Wall, ECzY 5HN (071-600 3699). 

Croydon & District, processing and cataloguing of cxcavated 
and museum collections every Tuesday throughout the year. 
Archaeological reference collection of fabric types, domestic 
animal bones,clay tobacco pipesand glass warealsoavailable fo r  
comparative work. Enquiries t o  Mrs Muriel Shaw, 28 Lismorc 
Road, South Croydon, CR2 7QA (081-688 2720). 

Greater 1,ondon (except north-east and south-east London), by 
Muscum of London, Department of Greater London Archaeol- 
ogv. Excavations and processing in all areas. Gencml enquiries to  
D ~ L A .  Museum of London (071-600 3699 ext. 241). 

Imcal enquiries to: 

North London: 3-7 R . I ~  Street, London ECrR !DJ (071-837 8363). 

Southwark and Lambeth: 38-40 Glasshill Street, London SE1 
(o-1gz8 9640 - office - and 9 s  o778/9 - finds). 

West & South-west London: Town Mission Hall, Mission 
Square, Pottery Road, Rrentford, Middlesex (081-560 3880). 

Hamnicrsmith & Fulham, by Fulham Archaeological Rescue 
Group. Process~ng of material f rom Fulham Palace. Tuesday?, 
7.45 pm.-10 p m .  at Fulham Palace, Bishop's Avenue, Fulham 

Palace Road, SW6. Contact Keirh Whitehouse, 86 Clancarry 
ROdd, SW6 (071-731 4498). 

Kingston, hy Kingston upon Thames Archaeological Society. 
Rescue sites in the town centre. Enquiries t o  Kingston Heritage 
Centre, Fairfield Road, Kingston (081-546 5386). 

North-east Imndon, hy Passmore Edwards Muscum. Enquiries 
t o  Par Wilkinson, Passmore Edwards Museum, Roniford Road, 
Er5 4LW (081-534 4545). 

Surrey, by Surrey Archaeological Unit. Enquiries t o  David Bird, 
County Archaeological Officer, Planning Department, County 
Hall, Kingston, Surrey (081-$41 8911). 

Vauxhall Pottery, hy Southwark and Laniherh Archaeological 
Society. Processingof cxcavated material continues three nights 
a week. Enquiries roS.L.A.S., c/oCuming Museuni, 155 Walworth 
Road, SET; (071-703 3324). 

The Council far British Avchaeolofiypvoduces the British Archaeolqqi- 
cal News (6 issuesayear). Itfiivesdetails o f  con.ferences, extra-muval 
couvses, summer schools, traininp exca vationsand sites where volun- 
teersare needed. Theannual subscviption o f  Cm include~posta~ae, and 
should be made pa.vahle to C.B.A., rrz Kenninfiton Road, SEII 6RE 
(071-fK2 0 4 ~ 4 ) .  


