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The Barbican -sitting on history, by Jennifer Clarke. 
Corporation of London, 1990. 72 PP., illus., £5. 

JEWIN STREET, Red Cross Street, Nichols Square 
- where are they now? All gone - along with many 
other street and alley. Wiped out by the bombing 
of the night of the 29th December 1940, and, 
unlike the burnt-out streets of London after the 
Great Fire of 1666, never rebuilt. The area was 
obliterated under that vast concrete complex now 
called the Barbican. All gone. All, that is, except 
the medieval parish church of St. Giles (patched up 
of course) and some bits of the City Wall, which 
amazingly have survived, looking rather out of 
place among so much 20th centur development. 
But between them the Wall and t h e church have 
seen things come and go in this area, which com- 
prises the three ancient City wards of Aldersgate, 
Cripplegate Within and Cripplegate Without, since 
Roman times. How long before they see it all 
change again, I wonder? 

This racy little book, written to  mark the 21st 
anniversary of the Barbican Estatqgives a tantalis- 
ing series of glimpses of the area and its people 
through the ages. Tantalising because one wants to  
know more. For this is in no way a history of the 
Barbican but rather a short popular introduction 
to its history. I t  attempts, I think successfully, to  
give the flavour of the place, and even if you read 
nothing else about this area you will feel you 
know it. 

Colin Bowlt 

Forts and Fortresses, by Martin Bryce. Factson File, 
1990.192 pp., many illus., index. £18.95. 

A GLOSSY hard-backed book with many colour 
and half-toned illustrations, all to  a high standard, 
give or take a converging vertical or two, but none 
of them outstandingly illuminating. The volume 
is divided into six sections which cover the history 
of fortifications from ancient Babylon to  the 
present day. An impossible task bravely attempted 
but the author's claim that it is a 'comprehensive 
record of the development of fortifications across 
the world' is a mite exaggerated. 

Mr Bryce, a one-time member of staff of the 
Imperial War Museum, writes with confidence 
but, inevitably, hardly scratches the surface. There 
are three two-page 'special features' slotted into 
each section and further smaller (not so special?) 
boxed features dotted throughout. This degree of 

over-designing causes the reader to  be frequently 
diverted and makes it difficult to  appreciate 
whether or not the author's essays flow. It also 
disguises how short the essays actually are. 

Each of the six sections has been covered much 
better before and it is difficult to  imagine what 
public the publisher had in mind. 

Dennis Turner 

Discovering Parish Boundaries, by Angus Win- 
chester. Shire Publications Ltd, 1990.88 pp., 10 pho- 
tos., 26 maps. £2.50. 

I SUSPECT many peoples' ideas about what a par- 
ish is are rather hazy. There is the world of Dickens 
which seemed to  abound in parishes; didn't the 
parish provide relief to  the poor; and what about 
that business of beating the bounds? What was it 
really all about? If you want to  know, this splendid 
little book will tell you - and more besides. The 
subject is full of those intriguing, mysterious names 
such as vill and tithing, hundred and wapentake. 
The parochial pattern can be traced back, largely 
unchanged, to  the later 13th century, but we must 
look to  the Anglo-Saxon period and to  the first 
century or so following the Norman Conquest to  
chart the process by which the parish boundaries 
came into being. 

This book sets out  to  be a practical handbook: a 
guide to where to  start the study of local territorial 
boundaries and how to  assess the significance of a 
particular boundary pattern in historical and ar- 
chaeological terms. Parish boundaries are now for  
most of us just dotted lines on Ordnance Survey 
maps, but it was not always so. I t  is easy to forget 
how vitally important the knowledge of bounda- 
ries could be before the 19th century. Not only did 
they establish the individual's relationship with a 
parish church and the local government system, 
but the also defined common rights and so had 
important economic significance f or the individual 
- and hence the need to beat the bounds to keep 
them fresh in communal memory. The boundaries 
can often still be traced on the ground following 
the line of a hedge, stream, road or, where the land 
is featureless heath or moorland, marked by a 
stone. 

Now how did Counties f i t  into the system, and 
what happened in Scotland, in Wales? Buy the 
book and find out. 

Colin Bowlt 


