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Avebury Reconsidered. Prom the 1660s t o  the 
199os, by Peter J. Ucko, Michael Hunter, Alan J. 
Clark and Andrew David. Unwin Hyman, on behalf 
of the Institute of Archaeolg University College 
London, 1991. 293 pp., 74 pl. 2 s  27 transparencies 
and 8 plans in a separate f o  f der, index. £60. 

AVEBURY IS a mysterious site which has long 
attracted the attention of antiquarians and archae- 
ologists, and this book presents an intensive re- 
view of the surviving records of the monument; a 
study which originated in the analysis of two 
previously overlooked lans (one by John Aubrey, 
and one by the lesser- P nown Walter Charleton). 
The work was enhanced by a recent large-scale 
geophysical survey of selected parts of the site. 

The publication is an excellent example of schol- 
arly detective work, and man readers will be 
interested in the techniques o Y analysing docu- 
mentary sources, and what can be deduced from 
such clues. Much of the evidence is considered in 
meticulous details, including a stone-by-stone 
comparison of some of the early records of the site, 
shown on the many plans and transparencies in the 
separate folder. While essential for the analysis, 
such details are only likely to be fully read by those 
making their own in-depth study of the site. 

Although the book attempts to assess all surviving 
documents, the coverage is uneven, concentratin 
almost inevitably on a comparison of the recor d S 

of John Aubrey and William Stukeley. Neverthe- 
less, the exercise has enabled the authors to iden- 
tify flaws in recent interpretations of the site, and 
to reassess the accuracy of earlier records. 
In the light of this new research, one disappoint- 
ing omission is a succinct re-assessment of the site, 
and a plan of the authors' interpretation for com- 

E arison with the other illustrations would have 
een most useful. As it stands, the book is like a 

whodunit with the final revelation missing, or an 
excavation where the archive report has been pub- 
lished, but not the level 4 synthesis. Perhaps a 
sequel is planned? 

Another mystery is the price of the book: £60 
seems somewhat high, even with the cost of the 
folder of plans and transparencies, particularly 
since the authors acknowledge generous publica- 
tion grants from various institutions. 

Field archaeologists have long been aware of the 
value of early records for assisting interpretation 
of archaeological sites, but analysis of such mate- 
rial rarely sees the light of day, so it refreshing to 
see such an analysis published in this way. Since the 

Avebury monument is ,a large element of one of 
the UK's eleven 'World Herita e Sites', full publica- 
tion is undoubtedly justifie d and will hopefully 
stimulate further investigation. 
This book is not the last word on Avebury: it is 
more like the last sentence of the opening cha ter, 
and there is a reat deal more work to be one. b B 
However, Ave ury is well-documented compared 
with the majority of sites in Britain. There is surely 
scope for similar non-destructive investigation of 
major archaeological sites in almost every locality 
-- perhaps a task for local societies? 

Lesley and Roy Adkins 

Earl Metallur ical sites in Great Britain, ed- 
ited g y Charles lick. Institute of Metals, 1991. 108 
pp., illus. £9.95. 

I 
THIS IS A much needed publication for those 
interested in the archaeometallur y of Britain, 
covering the majority of the better- nown sites, in 
a style suiting the generalist as well as the more 
interested reader. Each of the fifteen sites is well 
presented with a variety of maps, usually of a hi h 
standard but erhaps lacking in consistency. &e 
information p or the text about each site has been 
supplied by acknowledged authorities on each 
site, and contact addresses are also supplied. 
Of particular interest are the sections following 
the main text concerning such useful information 
as accessibility, ermission to visit (if required) and 
adjacent sites o F interest. In particular the section 
listin adjacent sites is a refreshing addition to this 
sort o f publication, allowing individual sites to be 
set firmly in their local context. 
The introduction gives a brief generalised over- 
view of the history of metallurgy in Britain, and 
is followed by chronological sections which lace 
each site in its historical context. Some o P the 
terminology is perhaps too technical, given that 
the book a pears to be aimed at the interested non- 
specialist. g glossary would certainly have been a 
useful addition. 
Obviously, this t peof book cannot be expected to  
cover all the re Y want sites in Britain, many of 
which would not contain anything of interest to 
thegeneral reader. However, mention should have 
been made of certain other sites, especially those 
illustrating periods not covered by the more 'popu- 
lar'sites. In particular, little mention is made of the 
An 10-Saxon/early medieval periods. Important 
evi 5 ence for Saxon- eriod iron-smelting has come 
from Ramsbury, W1 I; ts., for example, and evidence 
for iron ore minin during the period occurs at 
West Runton, Nor p olk. To give a complete picture 



of the development of British metalworking, 
these sorts of sites need to  be mentioned. 
It is on the more ractical aspects that the book F scores highest. Re erences to "warm wate Yf clothing and stout shoes" are always usefu , and 
not often encountered in gazetteers. Of equal 
value is the advice about parkinp especially give 
the remoteness of some of the ocations. Warn- 
ings about the dangers of old mine workings are 
also included where thought necessary. However, 
there is only one site where a specific mention is 
made about not removing slag samples from the 
site (Brantwood). This is surely something which 
should pertain to every metallurgical site, and not 
only slag samples, but anything of potential ar- 
chaeological value. 

The book is mainly for the non-S ecialist, al- B though the degree of prior knowle ge expected 
does seem to vary from site text to site text. In 
general, though, this is a useful book from a 
practical point of view, with plenty of useful and 
often invaluable information regarding finding 
the sites and in etting the most from each visit. 
The provision o P references at the end of each site 
section is a useful addition, allowing interested 
readers to follow up the technicalities of each site 
in more detail if they so wish. Matt Ponting 

The Palaces of Medieval England, by T. B. James. 
Seaby, 1990.188 pp., £25. 

THERE IS some difficulty, as the author recog- 
nises, in defining the subject of Dr. Beaumont 
James' book. Medieval palaces were principally 
royal and episcopal residences, although at one 
time or another certain members of the highest 
rank of the nobility also used the term for their 
buildings. But this does not define the class ar- 
chaeologically or architecturally. 

A alace was not normally fortified, but enough 
pa P aces fall within the curtilage of castles to  pre- 
vent the absence of fortifications being an essen- 
tial element. Elite living was also not a criterion 
exclusive to palaces. Kings, bishops and nobles in 
the Middle Ages were highly mobile and spent 
time at a range of residences of their own: castles, 
manors, town-houses and huntin lodges as well p. as palaces. At all of these every e fort would be 
made to remain comfortable. Kings in particular 
enjo ed the right to  stay with bishops and nobles, 
a rig 6 t which was frequently exercised. In a sense, 
a palace might be said to  exist at whichever resi- 
dence a monarch, bishop or lord found himself at 
any particular time. Even a mere hunting lodge, of 
which there were many in medieval England, 
could be palatial in luxury if not in scale. But, if 
a palace is whatever its owners choose to call one, 

there is no guarantee that there is or can be a physical 
definition. 
However, as with many other indefinables, we all 
have a fairly confident idea of what were or were 
not palaces. Dr James' first chapter discusses the 
concept and attempts to  distin uish the palace ii from the castle on the one han and mere large 
houses on the other. There is, of course, lenty of P room for differences of opinion - Earl arenne's 
first building at Castle Acre might be better seen as 
a house than a palace, for example. There is also 
room for differences in interpretation: Castle Acre, 
a ain, is more likely to have contained a first floor 
t i? an a ground floor hall. 
Dr James' book rovides, possibly for the first time, 
an overview o p what is known about palaces of 
medieval En land from archaeology, from archi- 
tectural stu 8, les and from documentary sources. 
Fortifications are left aside, clearing the way for 
more general discussion of the domestic accommo- 
dation, lifestyle and aspirations of the royal fam- 
ily, nobiiit and episcopacy from the time of Ed- 
ward the E onfessor (with a backward glance to 
Yeavering and Cheddar) to Henry VIII's Nonsuch. 
As this field is a large one many palaces are only 
mentioned in assin . London readers may be dis- 
ap ointed to find, For example, that Winchester 
Pa i' ace is dismissed in a line or two supported by a 
good photograph and a distinctly pass6 reference. 
This volume is a valuable attem t to fill a hole on E the bookshelf. No-one seems to ave tried to  cover 
the particular genre of 
of Dr James and his 
study of structural 
view of the way in 
used their palaces, and the author ri htly uses 

l! documentary evidence to flesh out t e picture. 
The result is a work that achieves the difficult 
success of being readable enough for the interested 
layman and, at the same time, brings together 
enough information from scattered sources to  be 
useful to those already more knowledgeable. 

The book is a little flawed by faulty editin f A number of gratuitous repetitions have escape ex- 
cision - for example, we are told twice in the same 
paragra h that Henry 111's work at Westminster 
was inf P uenced by that at St. Denis; we are told on 
successive pages that Edward I may have had six- 
teen children. A number of references have become 
mangled or misprinted. On the whole, referencing 
is generous but there are a number of surprising 
statements that, while not necessarily incorrect, are 
unreferenced just where support would be most 
useful. 

Dr James is senior lecturer in History and Archae- 
ology at King Alfred's College, Winchester. Seaby 



seems to  be building a welcome and serious ar- 
chaeological list. On the evidence of this volume, 
however, they need to sharpen up their editing a 
little. Dennis Turner 

The National Trust Book of the English House 
Interior, by Geoffre Beard. Penguin Books, 1991. .g xii + 308 pp., 138 pl., bi liog., index. £12.99. 

THIS BOOK IS devoted to what could be termed 
architectural interior treatment or decoration. It is 
an attempt to  show the development of style in the 
structural arts of the house "showing how these 
parts deve 7 oped in response to changing influ- 
ences and emphases, from the Middle Ages to the 
early twentieth century" (p. ix). In this one book Dr 
Beard threads all these relative strands together to 
produce a chronological view of the English house 
interior. To back up the text there is an eight-page 
glossary of terms, a two-part index, a bibliography, 
and very useful footnotes which often contain 
further specialist references to sources other than 
those mentioned in the bibliography. 

Dr Beard touches on all aspects of the treatment of 
interior house designs, f rom the make-up of medi- 
eval floors (p. 11) and the making of scagliola or 
imitation marble in the 18th century (p. 125), to the 
making of, and differences between, plaster and 
stucco ( .51). The story begins in the middle ages 
and en B s in 1914. The chronological division into 
chapters is somewhat arbitrary; Dr Beard recog- 
nises, for example, that the "'Elizabethan A e' is 
regarded as something different and apart P rom 
the one immediately recedin it" (p. 24), but com- 
bines the two on the E .  asis of t g e distinctive 'H' or 
'E' plan. To set the scene, the reader receives at the 
beginning of each chapter a summary account of 
the history of domestic architectural lannin 
and design, complementary to the evo f ution o f 
the interior decoration under discussion. The func- 
tions of particular rooms in a domestic situation 
throughout the centuries have required differin 
architectural treatments within them, and Dr Bear % 
shows how these have evolved. Each chronologi- 
cal episode that Dr Beard illustrates is sub-divided 
into sections concerning these different func- 
tions (e.g. hall, stairs, kitchen and so on). 

Apart from details on materials, some construc- 
tional techniques and the evolution of the forms 
of decoration, there are many useful bio raphical 
references to the workmen involved in t 8, e physi- 
cal creation of interior decoration. The National 
Trust's own guidebooks show that research into 
building accounts can provide interesting details 
not only to the architectural student but also for 
the general ublic, who are as interested in the 
creators of t R e wall wainscoting as in the artists 
whose paintings hang upon them today. Docu- 

mentary sources such as building accounts and 
inventories, bills and vouchers, rovide both ref- 
erences to famous craftsmen W R ose work is well 
known, and to relative unknowns whose work 
should be. The case of the carvers Grinling Gib- 
bons and John Selden at Petworth is an exam le of 
this (p. 90). Dr Beard shows how, through pu g lica- 
tions and personal contact, new ideas, fashions and 
techniques were spread amongst the artisan popu- 
lation. 

The book provides a good, thorough background 
to the development of the English house interior. 
It is acked full of facts and examples (not all from 
the g est known of houses), and will provide all 
interested readers with a firm basis for personal 
study in the future. Andrew Skelton 

Prehistoric Henges, by Aubrey Burl. Shire Archae- 
ology, 1991. 64 pp., 35 illus., £3.95. 
HENGES FALL squarely within that group of 
neolithic monuments, along with causewayed 
enclosures and long barrows, that seem to get more 
complicated the more that are discovered and 
excavated. 

As with those other monuments, from 
as a relatively homogeneous group of 
sign and function, there is now a 
assortment of monuments sitting uncomfortably 
within a catch-all classification. The introduction 
of the term "hen iform" has not necessarily cleared 
the picture, neit t er has the difficult division be- 
tween some of the smallest henges and funerary 
monuments. 

However, the failure to suitably re-classify such 
monuments may mean that Burl's no-nonsense, 
and very traditional, approach to henges, as pre- 
sented in this book, is not out of place. 

Burl describes his chosen subject in a methodical 
and matter-of-fact fashion. He explains the tradi- 
tional classification of hen es (I, IB, etc.) in detail, 
and then goes on in the F. ollowing chapters to  
discuss the nature and types of these monuments. 
As no doubt ex ected by his potential readers, he 
ives a whole c R apter to Stonehenge and nearby 

koodhenge. After a discussion of ossible func- 
tion, there is a glossary and a list o P twenty sites 
worth visiting. In the style of all Shire books, it is 
well presented and fully illustrated in black and 
white throughout. 

As is possibly the case with many Shire books, 
there is a danger of the reader not realisin %Fhe 
complexity and theoretical nature of the su ject 
under discussion. However, this is easily coun- 
tered in presenting a brief, very readable and com- 
prehensive survey of this range of monuments. 

Hedley Swain 


