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THE ENVIRONS of the upperlmiddle Wandle river 
system in south-west London are recognised as rich in 
archaeological deposits spanning the full range of 
human activity. Evidence of a significant number of 
early (5th-7th century) Anglo-Saxon burial sites has 
been recovered. Perhaps the best known is that at 
Mitcham, excavated by Bidder in the early 20th 
century; others are known at Farthing Down, 
Riddlesdown, Russell Hill and Cane Hill. The latter 
all lie on high or rising ground adjacent to the valleys 
of the Wandle, and close to known or likely Roman 
roads. In the main, these sites have been characterised 
by chance finds during construction work, and have 
only been identified by painstaking documentary 
and artefactual research. While dating is possible due 
to the latter, information on burial practices, the 
components and disposition of grave assemblages, 
and the general layout of these potential cemeteries 
is lacking. 

Typical of this situation are the indefinite number of 
early Anglo-Saxon burials discovered in the laying 
out of Edridge Road, Croydon, in 1893-4. The artef ac- 
tual evidence from the site, in the form of grave 
goods and cinerary vessels (cremation urns), was re- 
covered by a Mr Thomas Rigby from workmen 
engaged in terracing the new road into the hillside. As 
noted at the time, it seemed likely that much material 
was lost due to "the manner of the discovery by 
careless excavators, who may have parted with some 
of the more portable specimens to other personsn. 
Additionally some of the articles recovered may have 
been mislaid or lost in the intervening years. Surviv- 
ing finds, some unattributed, are deposited in the 
British Museum and at Crovdon Town Hall. None of --- - -  

this material was recorded in s i t ~ ,  but subsequent 
analysis revealed a likely AD 5th-6th century date for 
the assemblage. 

Recent excavations in the immediate area by the 
Croydon Natural History and Scientific Society and 
by Museum of London archaeologists have failed to 
locate further burials. However, the decision to rede- 
velop the site of 82-86 Park Lane, 20-3orn north-east 
of the find spot indicated by the Ordnance Survey, 
enabled the Museum of London Archaeology Serv- 
ice to carry out evaluation excavations in September 
1992. AS in earlier cases, the possible location of 
elements of the Anglo-Saxon cemetery was a prime 
consideration. 

The site lies onground sloping relatively gently f rom 
east to west towards a valley formed by the Wandle 
on a gravel subsoil, deposited as periglacial outwash 
between 367,000 and 70,000 years ago, and later 
reworked by the river. In the course of sampling the 
site, at least seven cremation burials were located, and 
five inhumation burials were positively identified 
by the presence of skeletal remains or grave goods; a 
further five possible inhumations and one cremation 
were identified during partial evaluation excavation. 

One cremation appeared to be located within a struc- 
ture represented by four post-holes, and the crema- 
tions were contained in a variety of pottery vessels, 
including possible wheel-turned items and one very 
coarse hand-made urn. The contents of all graves 
examined were left intact, except one cremation and 
two inhumations; the iron spearheads accompanying 
the latter were removed for conservation because of 
their exoosure and o re carious location. Skeletal re- 
mains, ;here observkd, were in relatively poor condi- 
tion; some had disappeared completely, hence the 
high number of "potential" inhumations recorded. The 
artefacts, which were examined in sit? or later at the 
Museum of London, showed that at least part of the 
assemblage dated to the 5th century AD. 

The graves and cremation burials were found to 
underlie a stratum of homogeneous ploughsoil con- 
taining pottery of Roman to medieval date, and all 
had been truncated. This is likely to be the direct 
result of ploughing, which was evinced by the tilting 
of cinerary urns in their pits and the removal of all or 
part of their rims. 

All burials appear to have been cut into a similar but 
slightly sandier deposit, containing sherds of Roman 
pottery, which again suggested agricultural activity. 
This interpretation is borne out by the discovery of 
truncated cut features beneath this deposit. These 
comprised linear cut features and pits, most of which 
contained worked flint andlor pottery tentatively 
dated to the Bronze Age. Further prehistoric material 
was recovered from all deposits described here, in- 
cluding the fills of Anglo-Saxon inhumation and 
cremation cuts. 

After examination, the evaluation trenches werecare- 
fully back-filled under the supervision and guidance 
of the Museum of London Conservation Depart- 
ment. Individual cut features were lined with 
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Artefact % on Jewry % on waterfront % on other 
tY Pe sites sites sites 
counters 15 59 26 

scales 15 81 4 

lead tokens 0.5 99.5 0 

lamps 16.5 16.5 67 

louvres 5.5 86 8.5 

Table I: percentages of selected artefact types recovered 
from sites in the Jewry compared with other sites in the 
City of London. 

A simple chart was drawn up showing the percent- 
ages of these types of artefacts recorded from all 
excavations in the City up to June 1991 (Table I). 
This showed that the majority of the artefacts had 
been recovered not from occupation sites but from 
the riverside reclamation dumps which incorpo- 
rate extensive quantities of refuse now known to 
have been collected from middens all over the 
City. However, once these redeposited waterfront 
artefacts were excluded from the calculations, a 
much clearer picture evolved (Table 2). All the lead 
tokens, 73% of the scales, 65% of the l0uvres,s8~/0 of 
the counters and zsO/o of the lamps come from just 
four sites in the City (Fig. I, Sites I to 4). These are 
clearly statistically significant proportions. With 
certain provisos, such combinations of artefacts 
may thus be argued to represent a Jewish presence. 

Conclusions 
The study summarised here has tried to show that 
a pattern of artefact distribution can be identified 
which seems to signify the presence of a Jewish 
community. If this is accepted, then similar pat- 
terns can be looked for elsewhere, in the hope of 
determining the location and extent of less well 
documented Jewish quarters. Such a pattern is 
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Artefact 
type 
counters 

scales 
lead tokens 

lamps 
louvres 

% on four sites % on all other London sites, 
in the Jewry excluding the waterfront 
58 42 

73 27 

100 0 

25 75 

65 35 

Table z: percentages of selected artefact types recovered 
from sites in the Jewry compared with other sites in the 
City of London, but excluding the waterfront excavations 

indicated at Rangoon Street, for example (Fig. I, 
Site S), where the presence of several lamps suggests 
the location of the Poor Jewry recorded by Stow in 
the Aldgate ward16. Indeed, preliminary studies of 
finds distributions in other towns17 have helped to 
locate the Jewry in Mary-le-Port and Peter Street in 
Bristol, as well as Maylord Street in Here-ford. The 
archaeology of the medieval Anglo-Jewry is in its 
infancy; hopefully studies such as the one reported 
here may stimulate more detailed research into this 
neglected theme. 
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permeable geotextile and filled with chemical1 
inert sand, and the excavated areas covered wit b 
geotextile and a further protective layer of sand. It 
is hoped that this technique will best protect the 
remains from deterioration. 

Given the area of the site, the density of investigated 
burials, and the observed level of survival, it has been 
estimated that up to 104 to 206 Anglo-Saxon inter- 
ments might be encountered if full excavation takes 
place. It must be stressed that this is a maximum 
figure, but even half of the lower estimate would 
represent a highly significant sample, given the pe- 
riod and context of the material. At the time of 
writing, the exact nature of the redevelopment is 
uncertain, but it is vital that any activity on the site 
takes into account its regional and national impor- 

tance as an intact portion of an early Anglo-Saxon 
cemetery, as well as the local significance of the 
prehistoric material. 

Opportunities to carry out controlled archaeological 
investigation on parallel sites both in the Wandle 
vallev and Greater London areas. ~articularlv with 
the bkefit  of modern techniques,'Lave been lhited. 
The chance to do so at the Park Lane site is now 
assured through the good offices of the London 
Borough of Croydon and the developers Axa, Equity 
and Law, who funded the evaluation. Such investi- 
gation may or may not take place in the immediate 
future, but the cooperation of the Museum of Lon- 
don Archaeology Service and English Heritage has 
ensured a level of protection guaranteeing that the 
potential for such significant work is maintained. 


