
almost immediately below the 18th century garden 
deposits prehistoric evidence has survived. But the 
situation of the Collared Urn - in the form of 
archaeo-historical 'limbo' - leaves too many ques- 
tions unanswered, and it is hoped that the further 
work will sort out a few of them. 

At present, post-excavation work is under way on 
the Science block trenches C and D, where signifi- 
cant occupation evidence of Later Bronze Age 
date has also been found, apparently sealed under 
later landscaping deposits. There is no doubt that 
Carshalton House is an important site of the pre- 
historic period in the region, set within an area of 
known Bronze Age occupation evidence, perhaps 
finally centred on the Later Bronze Age enclosure 
at Queen Mary's Hospital some zkm further south 
up the dip-slope (at TQ 279 ~zz) ,  from where its 

inhabitants no doubt could have maintained a 
watchful eye over the occupants of our site. 
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betters 

Vol. 6, NO. 16 of London Archaeologist to  hand, together with 
notice of renewed subscriptions, etc. I suppose for some time 
now, and nothing at all to  do with the price, my reaction to LA 
has been qualified by the perhaps inevitable, in an increasingly 
developed area of archaeological opportunity, reduction in the 
stimulating news content of the magazine. This was briefly 
relieved when the Roman amphitheatre was discovered, and 
where I visited when still working in London. The problem of 
writing up an ever more worked out site will be as apparent to  
you as anyone else, but as a substitute, the lay reader will find 
it hard to  digest the technical processes of wet sieving or the 
extraordinary deadening account of the Museum of London's 
digestive tract. 

Having for most of my life worked in Archives, and inciden- 
tally pre English Heritage been responsible for  a rather more 
knowledgeable approach to the selection of HLG, DOE and PSA 

etc., etc. (including Savile Row plans) archaeological, etc., records 
for  transfer to  the PRO than would have been the case if 
someone less steeped in the subject had been involved, I am 
fully aware of the objectives, and the problems which the 
system described is designed to overcome. In fact, I had oppor- 
tunity, when visiting the Museum of London to advise on 
records, to  see some of this activity at the time when the finds 
catalogue was being computerised. Of this I seem to recall the 
glazed eyes of the operators, which in a sense leads t o  the 
question previously implied, has LA, lacking source material, 
become so inward looking as to  distance itself from other than 
readers who are active in the field of archaeology? 

I t  is perhaps not for me to comment on the policy enshrined in 
this forbidding system, but it  would be fair to  say that the 
greatest danger in succumbing to the allure of computer poten- 
tial, and related computer led systems, is the one of over reliance 
to  the point where the users become incapable of thinking for 
themselves, particularly at the point when information re- 

trieval from, and/or exploitation of same in, an overstuffed 
machine, becomes ever more protracted and time consuming. 
Or overdependence to the point of accepting only print out as 
Gospel as in the case of my address, which may or may not be 
the case why I have not received Vol. 6 nos. 13-15! 

If you care to  print this letter, I could perhaps be persuaded to 
renew my subscription long enough to see if i t  provokes a 
response both from your colleagues and other readers, and a 
change in editorial direction? 

Derek Barlow 
Greywethers 

9 Braybrooke Road 
Wargrave 
Berkshire 
RGIO 8DU 

'Zucy's Child" 
THIS WAS a very comprehensive and erudite review of a 
"thoroughly good read". But the review itself was hard going in 
places - two sentences of 10 lines each and one of sixteen lines. 
One has to  go back to the beginning to find where it started. 

Dennis Corble 
82 Winchester Court 

Vicarage Gate 
W8 4 A F  

Montf ichet's Tower 
I've looked up Harben's Dictionary of London for  references to 
Montfichet's and Baynard's Castles. They were on pp. 78-9 (plus 
plan of Blackfriars) and pp. 424-5. I did wonder whether Bruce 
Watson has done so for  his article on the Norman Fortress (LA 
vol. 6, no. 14,371-7). I t  does quote quite a few references t o  both. 

John Warbis 
IZ Rosebery Avenue 


