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Aerofilms Guide t o  London, by Iain Thomson. 
Ian Allan Ltd., 1992. 64 pp., many colour pl., index. 
£5.99. 
Aerofilms Guide t o  The Cotswold Way, by Ted 
Fryer. Ian Allan Ltd., 1992.120 pp., many colour pl., 
index. £8.99. 
IF YOU think that all guide books are the same, 
and pretty boring at that, you should try one of 
these. Both combine vertical aerial photographs 
('photo-maps') and oblique aerial photographs of 
important buildings or landscapes (all in excellent 
colour) to enable the reader to make the most of a 
visit to the area that they cover. They differ in that 
London has an area1 approach, mapping all of cen- 
tral London (from Earls Court to the Tower), as 
well as some outlying areas, showing by coloured 
symbols the locations of British Rail and Under- 
ground stations, and the main points of interest, 
and leaving the visitor to plot their own route. The 
Cotswold Way, by contrast, is essentially linear, 
concentrating on the route of the Way, which is 
clearly marked on the photo-map, and giving clear 
directions for following the route, as well as indi- 
cating stations, viewpoints,places of interest, pubs, 
churches and car parks by appropriate symbols. A 
gratifying proportion of the places of interest 
along the Way are archaeological, but the text in 
both books is minimal. 

I have not been able to field-test either book, 
knowing London too well for it to be a real test, 
and not having; the time to walk the Cotswold Wav 
(or even part ovf it). The scale of I:IO,OOO is excellerh 
for country walking, but less suited to the intrica- 
cies of central London. It depends on the way you 
navigate; if you have a good sense of direction you 
should cope, but those who rely on street names 
and counting turnings will obviously have prob- 
lems. But both books seem much more fun than the 
ordinary maplguide book combination. They might 
even provide a valuable introduction to map-read- 
ing for children. 

One criticism of The Cotswold Way is that there is 
no information about rights of way other than the 
Way itself. If I wish to visit a place of interest 
shown at a distance from the Way, is it accessible, 
and how do I reach it? Despite this criticism, these 
are excellent and innovative books at very reason- 
able prices, and the publishers are to be congratu- 
lated. I look forward to more. 

Clive Orton 

The Buildings of Roman Britain, by Guy de la 
Bedoyere. B T Batsford Ltd., 1991.256 PP., 184 pl., 16 
pl., bibliog., index. £25. 
BOLDLY ILLUMINATED between the mists of 
the late pre-Roman Iron Age and the denser fog of 
the Dark Age is a period of clearly visible architec- 
ture. The buildings of Roman Britain, whether 
manifested in forts or frontiers, amphitheatres or 
baths, country houses or rural shrines, are gener- 
ally apparent in their richness and variety. 

Yet, as Guy de la Bedoyere is all too aware, when it 
comes to specifics about plans and phases, super- 
structures and functions, the sunlight begins rap- 
idly to disappear. Gerald of Wales might, in his late 
12th century travels, have been able to describe the 
hypocausts of Caerleon and gaze upon its "immense 
palaces" but, throughout Britain, too many genera- 
tions of 'robbing builders' have removed all but the 
most inaccessible remains, usually for less than 
splendid purposes. 

In London, Victorian antiquarians passionately 
berated the "vandal utilitarians" who destroyed 
Roman sites in the name of commercial progress, 
and at the beginning of the 19th century William 
Hutton recorded that he just missed seeing 224 
yards of Hadrian's Wall, 7.5 f t  high, now demol- 
ished to build a farmstead. In the middle of the 
previous century Stukeley railed at the "wretches" 
who wreaked "vile havoc" with the Wall in order to 
build General Wade's military road. At least that, in 
the wake of the Jacobite uprising, represented a 
rather belated English rediscovery of the need for 
adequate communication in the area in the face of 
northern insurgency! 

Despite all this destruction, building plans do sur- 
vive in Britain, though usually fragmentary and 
revealed only through archaeological investiga- 
tion just in advance of their own demise at the 
hands of the "vandal utilitarians' " modern counter- 
parts. On the basis of this evidence, together with 
that from more complete monuments from else- 
where in the Empire, de la Bedoyere aims to pro- 
vide drawn reconstructions of a varicty of Roman 
buildings. 

After an introduction, justifiably critical of ar- 
chaeologists' recording methods and interpreta- 
tions, the author examines the various construc- 
tion techniques which may have been used to erect 
and fit-out timber and stone buildings. De la 



kdovere then surveys the architectural features 
jf' the province, beginning with forts and fron- 
!ers and continuing with other public building 
r-orks including urban defences. He moves on to 
 hat are generally considered to be private build- 
ngs in town and more particularly the country- 
~de .  A further section describes the wide range of 
emples, ranging from may well be extensive early 
ult and healing centres such as Aquae Sulis to 
vhat could be small chapels in rural houses. The 
urvey concludes with a review of the province's 
)ther structural features such as mills, aqueducts, 
nonumental tombs and the Dover eastern light- 
house which, says the author, has the distinction 
of being the tallest surviving Roman building in 
Britain, and is shown here restored to a full 25m 
high (fig. 180). 

At the heart of this book are de la Bedoyere's illus- 
trations, particularly the 130 or so line drawings, 
many of which provide axonometric or isometric 
reconstructions of individual buildings. In most 
cases, these are developed from the plans recorded 
bv archaeologists to provide wall, doors, windows 
and roof within an overall architectural scheme. 
Though not forgetting that the basic evidence is 
often incomplete and confined to stone-f ounded 
structures, these reconstructions are the book's 
most important aspect, for they bring together 
enough to allow both individual examination and 
comparison of a wide range of buildings. 

The examples from lowland Britain are weighted 
towards the countryside, itself a reminder of how 
inadequate our knowledge still is of Roman town 
plans. This reflects a number of factors: the rela- 
tive smallness of the ancient urban areas; the 
amount of disturbance that has already taken 
place; the restricted size of many modern sites; and 
the presence of the ubiquitous 'dark earths' which 
may themselves reflect late Roman building de- 
posits altered beyond all recognition. 

The 'dark earths' don't get a mention in the accom- 
panying text, which is usually clear, generally 
cautious and happily at times a touch iconoclastic. 
Undoubtedly, a number of points are debatable: 
Water Newton may "have been a product of the 
very successful Nene Valley pottery industry", 
though a glance at the map of Roman Britain 
would suggest a more fundamental prominence as 
a regional distribution centre where Ermine Street 
crosses the river Nene close to the fen edge. A few 
points are plainly wrong: Britain's provincial gov- 
ernors were surely not "ex-senators" but, for much 
of. the period, very senior members of the order 

necessarily with considerable imperial service un- 
der their belts before serving here. 

The illustrations are informatively captioned 
though a few errors have crept in. The reference to 
Bancrof t villa on p 133 should be to fig 188 notf ig 107, 
and it's a pity that the author's attractive watercol- 
our of the Littlecote building complex (plate 9) is 
reversed either here or in its pride-of-place position 
on the front cover! 

Nevertheless, this book, even at £25, is well worth 
having, if only for the reconstructions and the 
thoughts they might provoke. Isn't it time to con- 
sider whether Littlecote and the other "rich" villas, 
for which we have physical evidence, near to the 
main highways, should be seen as stations directly 
related to the communications network in the same 
way as the textually-attested but as yet un-located 
villa Faustini of the Antonine Itinerary? 

Harvey Sheldon 

London: Blue Guide, by Yvla French. A & C Black 
and W W Norton, 14th edition 1991.416 PP., plus 3 0  
maps by John Flower, illus. £12.95. 
Exploring England's Heritage, by Elain Harwood 
and Andrew Saint. HMSO, 1991. vi + 271 pp., illus. 
£15.95 (paperback). 
EXPLORING England's Heritage is a further well - 
produced exercise at bringing information about 
monuments of our past to a wider public. The two 
hundred London buildings treated are the personal 
choice of the authors and range 'from Gothic 
churches and Tudor palaces to an Edwardian eel 
and pie shop and a 1950s bus garage'. Each building 
is photographed, some reproduced in colour but 
mostly in rather flat black-and-white. But this is 
not a picture book and its merit lies in the interest- 
ing and authoritative descriptions. 

The authors bravelv carrv the storv almost to the 
present day, but it Gill be hterestini to see whether 
selection and approval of Miss Street Porter's curi- 
ous house will stand the test of time. From the 
recent past. one is pleased that the authors have 

L r 

chosen to remind teaders how much better the 
Royal Festival Hall looked before the alterations. 
However, we might wonder who the book is aimed 
at? People willing to spend sixteen pounds (8p per 
building) may already know their Pevsner and 
Cherry well enough not to bother. Others, who 
would find the map an eye-opener, may find it too 
expensive and a little too worthy. 

With the Blue Guide, of course, one is on firmer, 
well-worn ground. Most of us would probably not 
normally even glance at the Blue Guide to our 
home town, but it is a very interesting experience. 



The quantity of information that is squeezed in is common among book designers. The f our maps are 
incredible, and it is difficult to  detect mistakes helpful, but Old Soar (Kent) was never a castle 
other than the handfulinevitablyproduced by the (map p 12) and the map of castles built in England 
passage of time. The maps (large scale covering the during the generation after 1066 (p 32) seems to be 
central area from Olympia to Tower Bridge and an old one which might have been improved. 
micro-scale for outer London) are clear and usable Dennis Turner 
(an essential requirement) and there are a number Archaeology and the Information Age, by Paul 
of excellent plans of important buildings (includ- 
ing museums) and some building groups. A really Reilly and Sebastian Rahtz (eds). Routledge, 1992.395 

good buy. pp., many figs. (23 colour), bibliogs., index. £50. 
THIS IS THE revised and edited proceedings of Turner the sessions on information technology (IT) held at 

English Heritage Book of Castles, by Tom 
McNeill. B T Batsford Ltd and English Heritage, 
1992.142 pp., illus. £14.99 (paperback). 
THE BatsfordJEnglish Heritage series is plugged 
as "A major series in which leading archaeologists 
bring the past to life by interpreting the great 
historical monuments in which Britain is so rich". 
The series inevitably runs a risk in often covering 
well-trodden ground and sets its authors a hard 
task: they must say something new, or something 
old in new ways if they are to justify the puff. 
Nowhere is the ground more well-trodden than on 
the subject of castles but, despite this, know-ledge 
is still growing and attitudes to the evidence are 
still changing. 

Tom McNeill, lecturer on medieval archaeology at 
Queen's University, Belfast, has been at the heart of 
much of the rethinking and rises triumphantly to 
the challenge. He disarms in his first words - "There 
has been a plethora of books on castles over the 
years.. . " and he tackles his task by narrowing his 
field to concentrate on stone castles with standing 
remains preserved above ground level. Within that 
remit, McNeill deals with the structures as the 
symbols and tools of lordship; what they stood 
for, how they worked both as lordly residences 
and as redoubts, and what to look for when visit- 
ing their sites. There is a glossary and a brief 
gazetteer (mainly of sites open to the public) cov- 
ering England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland. 

The author's Irish connection has resulted in the 
occasional use of 'Norman' or 'Anglo-Norman' in a 
way common in Ireland but less so in England (to 
push 'Norman' to include Henry 111 could be seen as 
stretching the term a little on this side of the Irish 
Sea). In compensation, we have a welcome number 
of illustrations of Irish sites. Scottish castles, al- 
though mentioned occasionally in the text, are 
absent from the illustrations. 

The illustrations are good and well-chosen, but too 
many spread across one-and-one-half pages and are 
thus tucked into the binding, an irritating habit 

the Second World Archaeological~~on~ress in 
Venezuala in 1990. It  has four sections: the first 
describes the state of IT in archaeology in various 
parts of the world, and t he second and third give 
examples (of 'visualization' and 'analysis'), some of 
which may convince the reader that we have pro- 
gressed well beyond the wordprocessor/spread- 
sheetldatabase trinity. The final section considers 
how archaeologists can use IT to improve the ways 
in which they communicate their results to each 
other and to the public. In terms of the need to 
maintain public support for archaeology, this may 
be the most important section. At this price, it may 
not be a book to buy personally, but try to persuade 
your local library to  purchase a copy. 

Clive Orton 

London Statues and Monuments, by Margaret 
Baker. Shire Publications, 1992. 128 pp., many illus., 
bibliog., index. £4.99. 
THIS IS AN interesting and useful book, at about 
6" by 8" slightly larger than the usual Shire format, 
and would be a welcome present for a wide group 
of people, including archaeologists and historians. 
It is arranged in geographical sections, f rom Charing 
Cross to south London via Westminster, Chelsea, 
the West End, Bloomsbury, Highgatc, thc City 
and east London. The photographs, some in col- 
our, are of good quality, and the text is informa- 
tive. On the cover is Mrs Siddons (at Paddington 
Green). She was buried in the churchyard of St 
Mary's, and sooo people attended her funeral. 

A wide range of periods is covered, and out-of-the- 
way areas as well as public places are featured. It is 
good to  see photographs of the statues that were 
removed from the old St Thomas' Hospital site 
when London Bridge Station was built, and that 
now stand in front of the new wing on the Em- 
bankment, usually visible only to patients and 
visitors to St Thomas' Hospital. 

Amongst newer monuments are the Seething Lane 
bust of Samuel Pepys erected in 1983, and Charlie 
Chaplin, in Leicester Square since 1981. While gaz- 



ing at the 2nd Duke of Cambridge in Whitehall, 
Commander-in-Chief of the British Army, and 
cousin to Queen Victoria, it is nice to be reminded 
5r the text that he married an actress, Louisa 
~hirbrother, and that his children were surnamed 
Fitzgeorge. Incidentally, he was for six months 
heir-apparent, before his cousin Victoria was born. 

This is a book suitable alike for armchair browsing 
and for adventurous exploring. 

Susan Parker 

Anglo-Saxon England, by Martin Welch. English 
Heritage and Batsford, 1992. 144 pp., 100 illus., 
L14.99. 

THIS IS A well illustrated and well presented 
book with a lucid and informative text, which is 
clearly the product of prolonged study. The au- 
thor is aware of and introduces us to  much infor- 
mation that is, as yet, unpublished, but is of 
considerable interest and importance. The 
illlustrations have been carefully chosen to com- 
plement the text: many of them are new, all are of 
good quality, and Peter Dunn's reconstructions in 
particular are both imaginative and evocative. 

With so much to praise, why did my feelings on 
finishing the book tend towards dissatisfaction? 
The answer, I think, lies in confusion about the 
book's intended audience. Dr Welch has written 
what would be a superb introduction for students 
of the period, if it had been provided with ad- 
equate referencing and occasional expansion or 
footnotes. Without them, the reader is frequently 
left up in the air. What, for example, are Group 
V11 and Group XVI square-headed brooches, the 
subject of distribution maps 80 and 812 The book 
neither gives us this information nor tells us where 
to find it out. The publishers state that the series, 
of which the present volume is part, is aimed at a 
"wide readership" and for such a purpose the book 
contains rather too much details and rather too 
little attempt to provide a broader view of Saxon 
society. 

The opening words of the book indicate another 
area where author and publisher were not in step: 
"no book of this size can begin to do full justice to 
the entire Anglo-Saxon period which covers nearly 
seven centuries (CAD 400-1066). Instead of attempt- 
ing to provide equal coverage, I will concentrate 
on the first three centuries." Given this declaration, 

it by throwing in 12 pages covering 400 years at the 
end. In conclusion, then, I would find it difficult 
too recommend the book wholeheartedly to the 
general reader, the novice or the intended student, 
or those with some familiarity with the period, 
although all of these would find much of use and 
value in its pages. 

Rob Poulton 

Shrines and sacrifice, by Ann Woodward. Batsford/ 
English Heritage, 1992.143pp., 10s illus., 10 in colour. 
£14.99 paperback. 

THE LATEST IN  this English Heritage series is Dr 
Ann Woodward's Shrines and sacrifice. Herself the 
excavator of one of the major sites considered 
(Uley in Gloucestershire), Dr Woodward tackles 
her subject with understanding and sensitivity. She 
points out the difficulty of recognsing many pre- 
Roman religious sites, their smallness and rural 
location making them easily confused with secular 
locations. Where there has been continuity of wor- 
ship from pagan temple to Christian church the 
identification is easier. Even the deliberate destruc- 
tion of cult objects and buildings provides valuable 
evidence. Her chapters cover, amongst other things, 
Belief and Ritual, Burials and Cemeteries and The 
Symbolism of Christianity. 

Her new work is in many ways complementary to 
Martin Henig's Religion in Roman Britain(Batsf ord, 
1984). The latter book is wider in its concept both in 
respect to underlying beliefs and in range of sites. 
The readership is different too. Dr Henig's book is 
primarily aimed at the scholar: Dr Woodward has a 
wider market in mind. She has pinned her survey 
very closely to places and has brought to the evalu- 
ation of them a perception of the numenous which 
is sensitive and illuminating. She sees the transition 
to Christianity as part of a continuous process 
ranging from before until well after the Roman 
period. 

The book is well illustrated with black and white 
photographs, line drawings and colour plates. Some 
of the reconstruction drawings, although they vary 
in aesthetic appeal, provide a useful guide to the 
imagination. She provides a valuable appendix, list- 
ing the sites which form the core of the book. It  
provides a table with the names of the excavators, 
and the dates when (if) the site was published. The 
whole is a useful and pleasing book and a valuable - - 

it would have been better to change the title and addition to the series. 
dispense with the rather futile attempt to justify Brenda M. Cook 


