
The emblem on the right-hand shield of the 'Praeto- 
rian' relief has a scroll decoration with three ro- 
settes in each quadrant, which is very similar to 
that of the left-hand bodyguard on the Praeneste 
relief. The former has the rosettes in the same place 
as the latter has only shoots, but the flowers may 
have been painted in. It is tempting to see the scroll 
emblem as that of Legio I1 Augusta because a 
simple 'S' scroll occurs in each quadrant of the shield 
of a soldier featured on the Arch of Orange which 
honoured that legionzz. Arguably, one might see 
the Orange example either as a shorthand version 
of the scroll or an early stage in the development of 
the design. Again, the two shields on Trajan's Col- 
umn bearing a scroll device may perhaps be seen as 
representing a vexillation of Legio I1 Augusta 
despatched to that war (Fig. 2); a vexillation from 
another British legion, Legio XX Valeria Victrix, 
may also have taken partz3. 

The 'Commander' figure 
Mingazzini's identification of the 'commander' as 
the ~mpero r  claudius may be disputed on a number 
of grounds: 
I. The evidence of the shield emblems, as discussed 
above, suggests that the two bodyguards are le- 
gionaries rather than Praetorians. 
2. The 'commander' is depicted as being shorter in 
stature than the surrounding figures, while emper- 
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ors are more often depicted slightly taller than' 
their entourages. 

3. The figure of the 'commander' is unusual in that 
he is holding a spear. The only other instance of an 
emperor depicted holding a spear occurs on Trajan's 
Column, where he is addressing a body of troopsz4 
and may be presenting the award of the hastapura 
to a recipientzj. 

The alternative identification offered is that with 
the Plautian family connection with Praeneste, 
the 'commander' represents the general himself. As 
Plautius had to wait some six weeks for Claudius 
to arrive at his Thames-side base and lead the army 
across the riverz6, then some Roman naval craft 
must certainly have sailed up the Thames and one 
of their number may well have been this vessel. 

Conclusions 
Various oieces of evidence indicate that the Prae- 
neste gafley represents the arrival in Britain of 
Aulus Plautius, rather than the Emperor Claudius. 
The attribution of the Louvre 'Praetorian' relief to 
the Arch of Claudius would imply that the four 
different shield devices shown reoresent the four 
legions which took part in the inGasion of Britain, 
a view reinforced by comparisons with an aquilifed 
tombstone and a shield device on the Praeneste 
relief. 
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Excavations and post-excavation work 
Citv of London. Enauiries to Museum of London Archaeol- 
og;service, Number b e ,  London Wall, London ECZY~EA (071- 
972 9111). 

Kingston, by Kingston upon Thames Archaeological Socieiy. 
Rescue sites in the town centre. Enquiries to Kingston Heritage 
Centre, Fairfield Road, Kingston (081-546 5386). 

Croydon & District, processing and cataloguing of excavated 
and museum collections every Tuesday throughout the year. 
Archaeological reference collection of fabric types, domestic 
animal bones, clay tobacco pipes and glass ware also available 
for comparative work. Enquiries to Mrs MurielShaw, 28 Lismore 
Road, South Croydon, CRZ ~ Q A  (081-688 2720). 

Greater London (except north-east and south-east London), 
by Museum of London Archaeology Service. Excavations and 
processing in all areas. General enquiries to MOLAS, Number One, 
London Wall., London ECZY SEA (071-972 9111). 

Borough of Greenwich. Cataloguing of excavated and other 
archaeological material, the majority from sites in the borough. 
For further information contact Greenwich Borough Mu- 
seum, 232 Plumstead High Street, London SE18 IJT (081-855 3240). 

Hammersmith & Fulham, by Fulham Archaeological Rescue 
Group. Processing of material from Fulham Palace. Tuesdays, 
7.45 p.m.-10 p.m. at Fulham Palace, Bishop's Avenue, Fulham 
Palace Road, sw6. Contact Keith Whitehouse, 86 Clancarty 
Road, sw6 (071-731 4498). 

~ o r t h - e a s t  London, by Passmore Edwards Museum. Enquiries 
to Pat Wilkinson, Passmore Edwards Museum, Romf ord Road, 
EIS 4LW (081-534 4545). 
Surrey, by Surrey County Archaeological Unit. Enquiries to 
Rob Poulton, Archaeological Unit Manager, Planning Depart- 
ment, Pelham Lodge, Kingston, Surrey (081-541 9457). 

Vauxhall Pottery, by Southwark and Lambeth Archaeologi- 
cal Society. Processing of excavated material continues three 
nights a week. Enquiries to S.L.A.S., c/o Cuming Museum, 155 
Walworth Road, s~17 (071-703 3324). 

Individual membership of the Council for British Archaeology 
includesro issuesa year of BritishArchaeolica News as well as the 
supplement CBA Briefing, whichgivesdetailsof conferences, extra- 
mural courses, summer schools, training excavationsand sites where 
volztnteers are needed. The subscription of X15p.a. includes postage, 
and should be sent to C.B.A., Bowes Morrell House, 111 Walmgate, 
York, ror ZUA (0904 671417). 


