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Old Operating Theatre relaunched 
THE OLD Operating Theatre, Museum and Herb Garret, to 
give it its full title, is situated in the roof space of an 18th 
century church in St Thomas' Street, near London Bridge 
station. It is the oldest operating theatrein Britain, and was used 
before the introduction of anaesthetics and antiseptic surgery. 
It is also a rare survival of Regency architecture. The patients 
were mainly poor people who were expected to contribute to 
their care if they could afford it, and were all women. Rich 
patients were operated on at home rather than in hospital. 

The Museum was also the Herb Garret of the Apothecary of St 
Thomas' Hospital. It now contains a display of Victorian medi- 
cal instruments and apothecaries' equipment. It also provides a 
concise history of medicine with sections on St Thomas', Guy's, 
surgery, nursing and herbal medicine. 

The Museum is run by the Lord Brock Memorial Trust. It is 
open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday to Saturday, and the 
entrance fee is £2 for adults, £1.50 for concessions. Groups are 
welcome within and out of normal hours, but should always 
book in advance. Adult groups are charged £1.50 per head, 
concession groups £1.25 and school parties £I, including a talk 
by the curatorial staff. A Teacher's Pack is available f or £4. The 
operating theatre may be booked for special events. The address 
for correspondence is The Old Operating Theatre Museum, 9a 
St Thomas Street, London SEI ~ R Y ,  tel. 071 955 4791 or 081 806 4325. 

Join the C.BA. 
MEMBERSHIP OF THE Council for British Archaeology, 
once the privilege of archaeological societies, had been opened 
up to individuals. For an annual subscription of £15 (£9.50 to 
students), you not only receive the (almost) monthly British 
Archaeological News and its supplement CBA Briefing, but be- 
come a member of a CBA region and eligible for special offers 
on CBA publications. Before you all rush to join, remember that 
the CBA has moved - the new address is Bowes Morrell House, 
111 Walmgate, York, YOI ~ U A  (tel0904 671417). Mike Heyworth, 
the Information Officer, can help you with any queries about 
membership or subscriptions. 

New database for the Royal Commission 
THE ROYAL Commission on the Historical Monuments of 
England has announced the launch of a new heritage database 
management system, called M O N A R C H ( M O N U ~ ~ ~ ~ S  and ARCH~VCS). 
It is the result of a two-year software development project, and 
will contain millions of records in a unified database of archi- 
tectural and archaeological information. Priority will be given 
to bringing the new record of maritime sites into the system. It 
is also hoped that the half-million records of listed buildings 
will be brought within it scope in the near future, but funding 
for this depends on the outcome of a government feasibility 
study. It is intended that users should have on-screen access to 
the most frequently consulted records in the NMR by the time 
the Commission moves to Swindon in 1994. 

Roman villa open to the public 
THE KENT Archaeological Rescue Unit, in conjunction with 
the London Borough of Bromley, is opening the Crofton 
Roman villa to the public during the summer months (April to 
October). The surviving ten rooms of the villa-house are pro- 
tected inside a public viewing building at Crofton Road, next 
to Orpington BR station and the Civic Halls. The rest of the site 
has been destroyed by the railway and other building develop- 
ment. The opening times are 10 am. to I p.m and 2-5 p.m. on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, and 2-5 p.m. on Sundays, 

also Tuesdays and Thursdays by arrangement with Bromley 
Museum, and admission costs 60p (30p f or children) with school 
and party discounts. For further details contact either Dr Alan 
Tyler, Bromley Museum, Orpington (tel. 0689 873826) or Brian 
Philp, Kent Archaeological Rescue Unit (tel. 081 462 4737). 

Guides to Brentf ord's heritage 
TO MARK THE 200th anniversary of the Grand Junction 
Canal Act (which, coincidentally, is Industrial Heritage Year), 
the Kew Bridge Steam Museum has produced two guides to 
walks exploring Brentford, its canal and riverside. The first 
walk starts at Kew Bridge station and ends at the Beehive pub 
after I I/Z miles; the second continues for a further 2 112 miles, 
ending at Brentford station. With a link back to Kew Bridge 
they can be combined into a complete circuit of about 5 miles. 

The guides have been written by Diana Willment, who lives at 
Brentford Dock, helped by Elizabeth Wood, a local historian 
with a large collection of photographs of the town. The walks 
are part of a series of Town Trails published by the Greater 
London Industrial Archaeology Society, and are on sale at the 
Kew Bridge Steam Museum price 4op each. For further infor- 
mation contact Lesley Bossine on 081 568 4757. 

Vikings on video disc 
THE WORLD OF the Vikings is a laser video disc containing 
3500 colour photographs together with 20 minutes of video and 
sound The material is organised into themes - such as weapons 
and warfare, or house and home. Is has been produced as a 
collaborative project between the National Museum of Den- 
mark (which has one of the world's finest collection of Viking 
artefacts) and the York Archaeological Trust, with contribu- 
tions from over 50 other museums and research institutions. 
Past Forward Ltd has provided the project with muitimedia 
expertise, video production skills and computer aided design, 
and has published and distributes the disc. The museum display 
version includes the laser video disc, the index volume and the 
computer software needed to run it; the educational version 
includes the disc, the index volume and a sheet of barcodes 
designed to make the use of the disc as fast as possible. For 
further information contact Simon Hill, Past Forward Ltd., 33 
Stonegate, York YOI 2AW (tel. 0904 670824, fax 0904 671597). 

About time too 
THE CORPORATION of London's Planning Department has 
just published Archaeology and Planning in the City of London, 
described as "a lively guide which explains how planning and 
archaeology work together". With a fine irony, it is said to 
"reflect the Corporation's commitment to saf eguarding a unique 
but diminishing resource - the City's archaeological heritage". 
The guide is available, at £7.50 plus £2.50 postage and packing, 
from the Corporation of London Planning Department, PO Box 
270, Guildhall, London ECzP ~ E J  (071 332 1447). 

Memorial for Sir Mortimer 
ENGLISHHeritage is to erect amemorialplaque tosir Mortimer 
Wheeler, who died in 1976. It will be unveiled this autumn at 27 
Whitcomb Street, near the National Gallery, where he lived 
until shortly before his death. 

New off ices for SEAS 
SOUTH EASTERN Archaeological Services, the commercial 
contracts division of the Field Archaeology Unit, Institute of 
Archaeology, University College London, has moved into 
additional offices at Ditchling, Sussex. The new offices are 
Unit 14, The Turner Dumbrell Workshops, North End, 
Ditchling, Hassocks, Sussex, BN6 TG, tel. (and fax) 0273 845 497. 


