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TWO ISSUES ago, we reported that the Depart- 
ment of National Heritage had announced its 
intention to hold a review into the provision of 
archaeological services in London. At the time it 
sounded like a drawn-out affair, and we anxiously 
awaited news of chairman, members and terms of 
reference. News finally broke, as usual, while the 
next issue was at the printers. A poorly-circulated 
press release early in February announced that the 
review was to be carried out by a firm of manage- 
ment consultants and would be finished by the 
end of March. The aim appears to be to provide 
further reassurance for the Board of Governors of 
the Museum of London that there is enough ar- 
chaeological work in London to keep its Archaeo- 
logical Service busy. 

This news came as a great disappointment. It  re- 
peats, at considerable expense, the earlier internal 
review into the viability of MOLAS, and does noth- 
ing to meet the real needs of London's archaeology. 
Any review worth the name must address at least 
the following issues: 

(i) the fragmentation of the record of London's 
archaeology brought about by the presence of 
competing teams in London. MOLAS has to com- 
pete on unequal terms because of the high service 
charges it has to pay to the Corporation of Lon- 
don, 

(ii) the problem of post-excavation backlogs, espe- 
ci+y from developer-funded sites for which no 
post-excavation funding is currently available, 

(iii) the long-term storage of archives and artefacts. 

There are more fundamental issues which should 
be covered, but which it would be unrealistic to 
expect to see. They can be summed up in the choice 
of a metaphor for what is now called the 'archaeo- 

logical resource'. We now have a model of archae- 
ology as a bank account, which must not be spent. 
To pursue the economic analogy, that would make 
sense if there were no inflation, or in archaeologi- 
cal terms, decay. We simply do not know if there 
will still be anything left in the bank when we are 
finally given the key. 

W o t  no Round-up?  
IF YOU have already looked at the contents page, 
you will have noticed that, for the first time in 
many years, there is no Excavation Round-up in 
this issue. This does not mean that we have aban- 
doned the Round-up, rather that the Publication 
Committee has decided on a new format for its 
publication. In recent years the Round-up has 
grown longer and longer as more and more evalu- 
ations are carried out, under the inf hence of rrG16. 
Last year there were so many reports that parts of 
the Round-up were spread across three issues, tak- 
ing up almost as much space as one complete issue. 
We felt that this was undesirable, as it takes up 
space which could otherwise be used by other 
articles, and makes it difficult to  find any particu- 
lar site. On the other hand, we felt it wrong not to 
publish this information, as it is the only public 
mention that many of the sites will get. The Pub- 
lication Committee has therefore decided to pro- 
duce the Excavation Round-up for 1993 as a single 
separate issue of the magazine, with its own issue 
number and pagination. It  will be mailed to sub- 
scribers, at no extra cost to them, with one of the 
regular seasonal issues (probably Summer 1994). 
The cost is being met by economies that have 
recently been made in the production of the maga- 
zine. We hope that readers will like this new ar- 
rangement and that it will increase their enjoy- 
ment of the magazine. 

Annual Lecture and General Meeting 
THE ANNUAL Lecture and Meeting of the Lon- officers and the election to the Publication Commit- 
don Archaeologist will be held at  7 P.m. on Tuesday tee of the six local society representatives, whose 
17th May in the Lecture Theatre of the Institute of nominations should be made to to the Chairman, c/o 

3'-34 GOrdOn 'cluare, 7 Coalecroft Road, sw15 6 ~ w .  Local societies are in- speaker will be Theya Molleson on 'Re-interpretation 
of the lives of' the people of SpitalfieldsY. Before the vited to send One with powers; 
lecture, the annual reports and accounts will be pre- subscribers and their friends will also be welcome. 
sented. The proceedings will include the election of Refreshments will be served from 6.30 p.m. 




