
Fig. I: Open Day. Robin Brown explaining the site to a group of local schoolchildren. 

An excavation at Ia, The Green, 
Lower Edmonton 

Robin Brown 

THE EXCAVATION was conducted by the Mu- 
seum of London Archaeology Service in advance 
of a housing development by Unicoin (New Homes) 
Plc consisting of three blocks of flats with car 
parks and services. 

The site is located on the north side of Edmonton 
Green, Lower Edmonton in the London Borough 
of Enfield (OS. National Grid Reference TQ 3435 
9365). It is bounded by The Green to  the south, 
Balham Road to  the east, properties on Lacey Close 
to  the north and the Great Eastern Railway from 
Liverpool Street to Enfield Town and Cheshunt 
to  the west. The area of the site is divided from 
north to  south into two unequal parts by Salmon's 
Brook, with a public footpath alongside it to  the 
west (see Fig. 2). 

After an evaluation, carried out in April 1993, 
comprising three trenches to  the east of the brook 
and one to  the west, it was decided t o  excavate the 
footprint of the block on the western side only. 
The trench measured c26m by 8m ( 8 ~ f t  by 26ft) and 
was excavated between June zznd and July 16th 
1993. The remainder of the western area was subject 
t o  a watching brief but no archaeological material 
was damaged during machine reduction. 

Geology and topography 
The site lies on Flood Plain Stage gravels overlain 
by thin deposits of brickearth, some of which may 
be associated with Salmon's Brook. Ground level 
falls from north to  south down Balham Road 
from 14.4om OD at the north end of the site to  
14.oom OD at the south end. From east to  west the 



ground level falls towards the edges of the brook 
where it is 13.9om OD and rises again on the rough 
ground on the western part of the site where it is 
banked up to over 14.7om OD in places. The general 
ground level continues to rise up Church Street to 
the west. 

Archaeological and Historical Background 
The earliest human activity in the vicinity is rep- 
resented by various finds of prehistoric flint and 
antler artefacts, notably in the Church Street area 
and along the River   ea. Early Iron Age pottery, 
flint tools and animal bone were discovered at 
Pickett's Lock to the north-east and other Bronze 
Age and Iron Age material has been found in the 
Lea valley, demonstrating its importance as a com- 
munication corridor at a time when much of the 
surrounding countryside (presumably including 
the area of the site) was densely forested. 

During the Roman period Ermine Street, the road 
from London to Lincoln, ran somewhere to the 
west of Edmonton Green with Enfield being the 
first settlement on its route northwards. Roman 
structures, burials and artef acts have been recorded 
along the course of the road, mainly in Enfield 
and Bush Hill to the north-west, but part of a 
structure was also unearthed in Bury Street, Lower 
Edmonton. 

The name Edmonton derives from the Saxon 
Eadhelmes tun meaning "Eadhelm's village" and the 
settlement existed as early as the 8th century when 
it was given to St. Alban's Abbey by King Offa in 
about AD 790. I t  was a place of consequence by the 
Norman conquest and in the Domesday Book 

Fig. z: plan of the site showing the location of trenches 

Adelmetone was worth £40 and the Manor as- 
sessed for 35 hides. 

Throughout the medieval period Lower Edmon- 
ton was mainly located between the church, first 
mentioned in the 12th century, and the Green, 
which was situated on the junction of the main 
London to Cambridge road (now Hertford Road) 
and Church Street and the crossing of Salmon's 
Brook. It  was not a large village at this time and was 
surrounded by farm land. 

The settlement began to expand southwards to- 
wards Upper Edmonton and eastwards from the 
Green in the 18th century. The Cross Keys public 
house stood on the north side of the Green from 
the 1680s and remained (having been rebuilt several 
times) on the site until it recently became derelict. 

Lower Edmonton continued to grow steadily 
throughout the 18th and early 19th centuries and in 
1849 the Eastern Counties Railway opened a branch 
line from Angel Road to Enfield Town with a 
station on the Green, stimulating expansion. How- 
ever, it was not until 1872 when the Great Eastern 
Railway opened the present Lower Edmonton sta- 
tion that development in the area exploded with an 
influx of workers overspilling from the suburbs 
attracted by cheap fares to Liverpool Street. The 
older line continued to be used for rush-hour 
transport and freight until 1939 and up to  the early 
1960s the area between the two railways was used as 
a coal yard. The Green became increasingly run 
down in the post war years and in 1965 it was almost 
totally rebuilt with 1960s concrete architecture. 

The eastern part of the Green site has apparently 
lain derelict and unused for several years since the 
desertion of the Cross Keys public house. The west 
side contained shops along its frontage but re- 
mained as wasteland behind this. 

The site 
Natural 
Natural gravel underlay the whole site up to a level 
of 13.3om OD. Natural brickearth overlay the gravel 
over most of the site up to a height of 13.58m OD. 
Much of it was bioturbated and disturbed. There 
was a general slope down to the east towards Salm- 
on's Brook where it petered out. Most of the cut 
features on the site truncated this layer. 

Saxo-Norman features (Fig. 3a) 
Three of the earliest features were ditches, prob- 
ably for drainage, running at the same angle across 
the site from north-west to south-east. Whether or 
not they were contemporary cannot be ascertained 
but they were all cut into natural, of similar dimen- 
sions and beneath later levelling deposits. The fills 



Fig. 3: site plans (a) earliest medieval features, (b) extent of medieval dumps 
of two of themproducedpottery, one dating from the next phase of activity. The east end of the site 
between 1000 and 1100 and the other from 1050- remained some o.Im (4in) lower due to the settling 
1150. They all sloped down towards the course of of the dumps where they were thicker. 
the Salmon's Brook. Finds from these layers all lay within the date 
I t  would seem that at this period the area was range 1150-1300 and, given the dates of the features 
relatively wet and needed to be extensively drained, beneath, they were probably deposited in the ear- 
perhaps for  agricultural purposes. Posts and pits of lier years of the range. 
indeterminate function were also present. Later medieval activity (Fig. 5 )  
Levelling dumps (Fig. 3b) A great deal of activity took place in the area after 
Four layers, all dumps of similar material, were the laying down of the levelling deposits. Al- 
deposited onto the natural brickearth and the early though they all related to each other in the sense 
features within it. The ground surface was raised that they lay beneath the later dumps (in most 
by an average of about o.2m (gin) and levelled off cases) the timescale involved may be quite long. 
at about 13.60m OD in order to create a surface for This theory is confirmed by the pottery dating 



Fig. 4: site plans (a) later medieval activity, (b) dumps and post-medieval features. 

evidence which covered most of the high medieval 
period. The dates spanned the late 12th century to 
the 15th century although many of the earlier finds 
were probably residual, i.e. already within the ma- 
terial deposited in the features. Some features were 
in operation for a considerable length of time; 
others were truncated by later features within the 
same group. This phase should be understood as a 
broad group of loosely related contexts. 

Perhaps the most significant features were three 
posts which point towards the establishment of a 
property division on the east side of the site. Its 
continuation in the form of a large ditch truncated 
the earlier posts. The fill of the ditch produced late 

pottery (1480-ISSO) indicating that it was abandoned 
and backfilled at a late date and wasprobably in use 
for a considerable length of time. The activity to 
the east of this boundary was markedly different 
from that to the west. A surface and a (somewhat 
tenuous) wall line possibly associated with it were 
features not represented to the west at this period. 
All the features to the west, including a gravel 
extraction pit beneath the boundary cut, were of a 
type that could be expected in a back yard environ- 
ment whereas those mentioned above to the east 
may have been related to a building. 

Several post and stake holes, larger pits and gullies 
were the features which characterised the western 



rhree-quarters of the trench at this time. They mal. 
have been attached to the same property as thnt 
represented by the surface and the wall line but ~t 
is more likely, given the property division, that 
they were actually associated with a building to 
thesouth on the Green. The glaring anomaly was 
the discovery of the remains of a human infant 
during the evaluation. Although damaged, enough 
of the bone survived for positive identification of 
3 baby between newborn and six months old. Since 
no other burials were found in the area it must be 
assumed that this was a casual or secret burial of an 
unbaptised child which could not receive a Chris- 
tian burial. There may, of course, be more sinister 
reasons for its presence. 

Further dumping and the earliest post- 
medieval features (Fig. 4b) 
The dumping of three layers marked a change in 
activity in some of the area to a degree. Parts of the 
site to the extreme east and west were either 
ploughed or dug over and a consolidation layer 
deposited in the centre. This occurred over the top 
of the preceding features but the extent of the 
layers was limited and much of the site possibly 
remained unaltered. One layer contained pottery 
from 1480-ISSO. The others produced only residual 
material. 

After the dumping the site was again subject to 
pitting and post erection but only to the west. I t  is 
probable that the boundary mentioned above was 
still in operation since no part of this activity 
occurred to the east of it. Post holes were abundant 
in this phase. Several single posts or collecticns 
thereof were discovered but only one formed any 
kind of comprehensive structure, a north-south 
fence line comprising five posts. These posts may 
also be connected with two pits interpreted as 
quarries. In one of these pits a feature in the base 
could be interpreted as a hoist position and some of 
the posts may also relate to this function. This 
evidence for a hoist within the quarry was tenuous 
but feasible. The fill of one pit was dated to 
between 1600 and 1800 but almost certainly be- 
longed to the earlier portion of the range. 

Once again the features in this group were of the 
type to be expected in backyards possibly attached 
to properties to the south facing onto the Green. 

Post-medieval masonry building (Fig. sa) 
The primary masonry features were probably all 
contemporary and may belong to one property. A 
well and a fragment of brickwork were over 6m to 
the west of the main wall but the full western 
extent of the wall was beyond the southern limit 
of excavation so any potential relationship was not 

seen. ,4 small outhouse was built onto the north 
side of it but only a truncated stub of brickwork 
remained. 

The well masonry was constructed on a timber 
frame a t  the base and consisted of alternate courses 
of brick and dressed chalk blocks. This gave the 
interior of the well a decorative "hooped" appear- 
ance. Its fill produced finds giving a date range of 
1550-1600 including a complete Cologne stoneware 
bottle. This imported find, together with the deco- 
rative natureof the well, indicate that the property 
was owned by a wealthy resident. It should be 
noted that the base of the well was at 11.8om OD. In 
the borehole drilled Som to the east (on the other 
side of the Salmon's Brook) ground water was not 
encountered until a depth of 1.8om OD. I t  seems that 
the culverting of the brook, amongst other fac- 
tors, has led to a drop in the water table of some 
Iom. 

A collection of red brick features and a dump were 
demonstrably later than the previous f eatures. They 
were somewhat fragmentary in nature and the 
outlines of the buildings to which they belonged 
were not obvious. Nevertheless some associations 
can be made between the features. 

The small, poorly constructed remains of an east- 
west wall was originally joined to a north-south 
wall robbed out to the east. Exactly what purpose 
this structure performed is unclear and it appeared 
to be a later addition to, or rebuild of, an outhouse 
belonging to the previous phase. Adjoining the 
robbed wall to the north was a strongly constructed 
privy building which contained cessy material in 
its fill. All of the aforementioned walls may have 
been standing contemporaneously. 

Approximately Iom west of this were two frag- 
ments of a north-south wall. These were again 
severely truncated by later activity but their shal- 
low and narrow foundations indicated that they 
were part of a partition wall rather than a load- 
bearing external wall. By contrast an east-west wall 
to the north was much deeper and almost certainly 
wider. These two foundations may well have been 
contemporary and part of the same structure. 

No dating evidence from finds was forthcoming 
from these features but the study of the building 
materials indicated a 17th or 18th century date. 

Later post-medieval masonry (also on Fig. sa) 
This period was dominated by an east-west foun- 
dation which was clearly an external structural 
wall on the north side of a building. A fragment of 
brickwork to the south may well be all that re- 
mained of the internal parts of the building. A 
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Fig. 5: site plans (a) post-medieval masonry. (b) 19th-century features 

privy was built onto the north side of the main 
structure and presumably this was the back of a 
house fronting onto the Green to the south. I t  
cannot have extended much further to the east 
because of the Salmon's Brook and there was no 
evidence of it continuing to the west (although the 
western wall fragment did not appear to be sub- 
stantial enough for an exterior wall). Therefore it 
can be postulated that the building was no larger 
than 2om X 12m in plan. There were no datable 
finds from this part of the sequence. 

The railway coal yard (Fig. jb) 
Several features were excavated of 19th and 20th 
century origin and thus associated with the rail- 

way constructed through the area in 1849. Two 
sections of railway found in situ on site were part 
of the yard sidings. One was dated 1898 on the rail 
itself. Four enigmatic oval brick-lined pits were 
also excavated along with a fence, posts, two drains 
and several dumps in section. Pottery from the 
brick-lined pits dated from 1800-1900. The site was 
used as a scrap yard after the disuse of the coal yard 
in the early 1960s and later it was abandoned alto- 
gether as wasteland. 

Conclusions 
The excavation has opened a small but significant 
window into the past of Edmonton Green. There 
was ample evidence of medieval settlement on the 



An Anglo-Saxon fastener from 
~ a l t h a h  Abbev 

Peter Huggins 
A single chance discovery, several centuries out of context, 
prompts questions about the mechanics of the 7th-century 
Conversion to the north of London. 

Introduction 
THE DISCOVERY of a 7th-century animal-ornamented 
fastener, probably a dress fastener (Figs. I and 3) at 
Waltham Abbey, Essex, warrants discussion in advance 
of the publication of the excavation. It has implications 
for the date of the beginning of Christianity hereabouts. 
It allows us to ask whether the Conversion to the north 
of London began as a result of the Kentish appointment 
of Mellitus as missionary bishop to the East Saxons in 
604 or as a result of Cedd's expedition from Northum- 
bria to Essex in 653. Of the effectiveness of Mellitus, who 
was expelled from St. Paul's, London, in 616, we know 
next to nothing. From Bede we know that Cedd became 
bishop of the East Saxons and built churches in several 
places and ordained priests and deacons1. 
The term dress fastener is used in its widest sense, since 
there is no certainty as to how it was used or on what 
garment or strapping it might have been employed. The 
fastener, of which about 70% exists, is of gilded copper- 
alloy. It has evidence of a hinge at the top as drawn, and 
I. D. Knowles Bede's Ecclesiastical history of the English nation 

(1970) 140. 
Pig. I: the gilt copper-alloy dress fastener from Walt 
Abbey, Essex, 1993. Scale 3 : ~ .  Photo: J. H. Littlefair 

site going back to  the 11th century and, although 
the buildings themselves were not found, there 
were plenty of features to  suggest that they were 
close by, probably t o  the south. Activities included 
quarrying for  gravel and the erection of numerous 
structures consisting of posts continuing into the 
post medieval period. 

This project has provided new information on 
several aspects of the archaeology of the Green as 
outlined above. The stratigraphy in the area sur- 
vives well with a solid archaeological sequence in 
the ground dating from the early medieval period 
through to  the post-medieval buildings and later. 
However, there is much still to  be learnt regarding 
human activity. It is not known what the sire was 
like in prehistory or whether there was any settle- 
ment at that time. The Romano-British period was 
also unrepresented although i t  is known that Ro- 
man Ermine street passed through Lower Edmon- 
ton. I n  the Saxon period there are references to  
Edmonton from as early as the 8th century and i t  
was a thriving settlement by the time the Domes- 

day book was compiled (from 1066-1087). The ear- 
liest features on site date from around this time 
but i t  is by no means clear exactly where the village 
was located. 

There was agreat deal of public interest in the site, 
especially after a notice board was erected giving a 
brief description of the archaeological involve- 
ment. Dozens of local people asked questions about 
the site and many provided information and sto- 
ries concerning the area. There was also an organ- 
ised visit from the history class of a local school. It 
was obvious that many local residents had little 
knowledge of Edmonton's past and equally plain 
that they were fascinated by it. 
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