
The Plautian Fort in Mayfair? 
FOLLOWING the riposte to  'Metropolis in Mayf air?' (vol. 7, no. 
5) by Nicholas Fuentes ('The Plautian invasion base', vol. 7, no. 9), 
this brief reply is intended to restore the validity of the hypoth- 
esis that the Roman fort which preceded Cripplegate Fort was 
situated in the north-west corner of Mayfair. Firstly, the infor- 
mation provided by Nicholas Fuentes is here interpreted cor- 
rectly and is shown to support the Mayfair hypothesis; sec- 
ondly, important topographical features have been recognised 
recently which define the precise location in Mayfair. 

Map evidence 
One previous reference to a wrong map is a faux pas which, 
quite oddly, is rectified by Desmaretz's map as printed in 'The 
Plautian invasion base'. Considering the date of this map, the 
accuracy is very high, but minor inaccuracies are quite discern- 
able when it is compared to the 6in to  I mile edition of the 
Ordnance Survey map or the recent 1:2500o edition. As printed 
in vol. 7, no 9, Fig. I, the scale of Desmaretz's map is about 1:155oo. 
Accordingly, the distance of the f irst field boundary to the east 
of Park Lane is, on average, I55m, which compares quite closely 
to the I5om shown on Ordnance survey maps as the distance 
from Park Lane to Park Street. Furthermore, there is a sideways 
step of about 17m where this field boundary alternates from 
one side of Park Street to the other, probably due to unequal 
survival of archaeological remnants. Park Street today measures 
about 17m between buildings, and this would be a reasonable 
distance between buildings in oneof themain thoroughfares in 
a Roman fort. Desmaretz's map clearly offers real evidence of a 
trackway preceding Park Street, and is a valuable clue to the 
location of the Plautian fort. 

Also on Desmaretz's map can be seen the position of the kink in 
Park Lane where it skirted the standing prominence of the 
south-west corner of the wall of the fort. 

Topographical evidence 
On the assumption that the Plautian fort was located in the 
north-west corner of Mayfair, then the external perimeter 
would equate to  modern North Row, North Audley Street, 

Upper Grosvenor Street and Park Lane. The area is fairly flat 
and level at z5m OD, but with a gentle slope down to the south 
from Upper Brook Street to  Culross Street, falling nearly am. 
At the western end of Culross Street is a large hump whose crest 
practically coincides with the centre line of the building to the 
north, which faces onto Park Lane, and at the southern end of 
Blackburne's Mews is a large hump whose crest practically 
coincides with the centre of the building to the west, which 
faces onto Upper Grosvenor Street. These two humps cannot 
represent water-main pipes because such pipes could not be 
taken through the adjacent buildings, which are of Georgian or 
Victorian age. They certainly are not the much later gas-main 
pipes. Then these two humps would be the vestiges of the west 
wall and the south wall of the Plautian fort, where Roman 
engineers had raised an earth bank to match the4evel of ground 
in North Audley Street. Thus these two humps define the 
position of the south-west corner of the Plautian fort. 

Conclusion 
There appears to  be agreement on one point, that is that the 
marshalling area in AD 4 3  would adjoin those administrative 
headquarters which endured for a decade or more. Coin and 
other evidence adduced to favour Southwark merely confirms 
the surmise that there was incidental military activity in that 
area at that time. Also, Nicholas Fuentes has conveniently 
ignored the account by Suetonius; 17, which conflicts with the 
suspect transcription of the account of events following the 
arrival of Claudius in Britain (paragraph ZI of Dio LX). Any 
unbiased researcher should read both accounts. Several eminent 
historians and antiquarians have considered Westminster to  be 
the base camp, and thereby have cast some doubt on the 
Southwark theory, but have offered no positive counsel on the 
way ahead for  archaeolc~gists today. 

Hence,all thingsconsidered, thc question of the location of the 
Plautian fort remains open to debate, with Mayfair as the most 
logical hypothesis. 

Bill Sole 
2 A  Griffiths Road 

London sw19 ISP 

Excavations and post-excavation work 
City of London. Enquiries to  Museum of London Archaeol- 
ogy Service, Number One, London Wall, London ECZY SEA (071- 
972 9111). 
Croydon & District, processing and cataloguing of excavated 
and museum collections every Tuesday throughout the year. 
Archaeological reference collection of fabric types, domestic 
animal bones, clay tobacco pipes and glass ware also available 
for  comparative work. Enquiries to  Mrs MurielShaw, 28 Lismore 
Road, South Croydon, C R ~  ~ Q A  (081-688 2720). 

Greater London (except north-east and south-east London), 
by Museum of London Archaeology Service. Excavations and 
processingin all areas. General enquiries to MOLAS, Number One, 
London Wall, London ECZY SEA (071-972 9111). 

Borough of Greenwich. Cataloguing of excavated and other 
archaeological material, the majority from sites in the borough. 
For further information contact Greenwich Borough Mu- 
seum, 232 Plumstead High Street, London SE18 IJT (081-855 3240). 

Hammersmith & Fulham, by Fulham Archaeological Rescue 
Group. Processing of material from Fulham Palace. Tuesdays, 
7.45 p.m.-10 pm. at Fulham Palace, Bishop's Avenue, Fulham 
Palace Road, sw6. Contact Keith Whitehouse, 86 Clancarty 
Road, sw6 (071-731 4498). 

Kingston, by Kingston upon Thames Archaeological Society. 
Rescue sites in the town centre. Enquiries to  Kingston Heritage 
Centre, Fairf ield Road, Kingston (081-546 5386). 

North-east London, by Passmore Edwards Museum. Enquiries 
to  Pat Wilkinson, Newham Museum Service, Archaeology and 
Local History Centre, 31 Stock Street, E I ~  osx (081-472 4785). 

Surrey, by Surrey County Archaeological Unit. Enquiries to  
Rob Poulton, Archaeological Unit Manager, Planning Depart- 
ment, Pelham Lodge, Kingston, Surrey (081-541 9457). 

Vauxhall Pottery, by S6ut:hwat-k and Lambeth Archaeologi- 
cal Society. Processing of excavated material continues three 
nights a week. Enquiries to  S.L.A.S., c/o Cuming Museum, 155 
Walworth Road, s~17 (071-703 3324). 

Individual membership of the Comcil for British Archaeology 
includeslo issuesa year of BritishArchaeological News, as well as the 
supplement CBA Briefing, whichgivesdetailsof conferences, extra- 
mural courses, sumker schools, trainilagemavationsand sites where 
volunteers are needed. The subscription of b18p.a. includes postage, 
and should be sent to C.B.A., Bowes Morrell House, III Walmgate, 
York, TOI ZUA (0904 671417). 


