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THE REDEVELOPMENT of the Mappin and 
Webb site, first envisaged by Peter Palumbo over 
thirty years ago, finally got under way in 1994. This 
article is intended as the first of a series of reports 
on the archaeological work at this important Mid- 
dle Walbrook site as excavation progresses. 

The Battle for Planning Permission 
The long and sometimes acrimonious struggle for 
permission to build at Poultry is fascinating in its 
own right. The first redevelopment proposal called 
for the creation of a new city plaza (Mansion 
House Square) with a Mies van der Rohe steel and 
glass tower on its western side. A heated debate 
ensued over the threat to the important group of 
Victorian buildings on the site, nine of which were 
listed (Fig. I). Following the 1984 defeat of the 
Mansion House Square scheme, James Stirling was 
commissioned to design a new building. The Stir- 
ling design was dismissed by Prince Charles as 
looking like a 'wireless set', and was also refused 
planning permission. Appeal led to a 1988 Public 
Inquiry at which the Inspector recommended that 
the Stirling building should be allowed to go 
ahead, and permission wasgranted by the Secretary 
of State in 19891. The 1989 consent, which predated 
PPGI~', carried a very weak condition requiring 
only archaeological 'observation and recording'. 

Assessment and Evaluation 
In January 1994 the Museum of London Archaeol- 
ogy Service (MoLAS) produced a desktop assess- 
ment of the archaeological potential of Number I 
Poultry for Altstadtbau, who represent Rathdale 
Limited, a joint venture company between Lord 
Palumbo and Mr. Dieter Bock. Assessment led to an 
evaluation programme in the Spring of 1994. This 
included geotechnical work and the stratigraphic 
excavation o f f  our shafts,providing keyhole views 
into the Roman and later sequence. Shafts were 
located within selected single-basement areas of 
the Victorian buildings prior to their demolition. 
Although the shafts accounted for less than zOb of 

the site area, it was hoped that their excavation 
would allow a more accurate appraisal of the site 
topography and archaeological sequence. 

The evaluation shafts 
In the north-western shaft natural gravel was over- 
lain by a 1st-century Roman timber building whose 
earth-fast oak posts were set in post-holes packed 
with quern stones - perhaps discarded from a Wal- 
brook mill3. Dendrochronological analysis of a 

I. Department of the Environment, June 7 1989, Report of the 
Inspector on the Planning Appeal by Numberr Poultry Limited 
and City Acre Property Investment Trust Limited. 

2. Department of the Environment, 1990, Planning Policy Guid- 
ance 16 -Archaeology and Planning. 

Fig I: construction of Queen Victoria Street in 1869 (fore- 
ground) cut through the medieval street pattern of the 
City creating awkward triangular sites. They were clever- 
ly used not only by John Belcher's Gothic Mappin & 
Webb building but ornate Victorian Renaissance 
buildings such as these at the base of Pancras Lane and 
Bucklersbury. 
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mature oak used in this structure has provided a 
significant backward extension of the London 
Roman timber chronology to 276~c,  the tree being 
over 300 years old when felled+. A clay-and-timber 
building sequence overlay this structure and was 
in turn sealed by a Roman masonry building. The 
late Roman sequence was truncated by intercutting 
medieval pits associated with properties which 
fronted on to Poultry. The north-eastern shaft 
contained a series of early Roman timber revetted 
drains sealed by Roman timber buildings. The 
sequence included evidence that occupation was 
briefly interrupted by a flood episode, perhaps 
overbank flooding from the Walbrooki. The area 
was prone to further flooding in the post-Roman 
period. 

The southern shaft produced evidence of the via 
decumana, a major intramural street which bridged 
the Walbrook6. A large post and plank drain, dated 
by dendrochronology to between ~ ~ 2 4 4  and ~ ~ 2 8 8 ,  
ran along the north side of the latest extant road 
surface. Roman timber buildings to the north of 
the drain were sealed by dark earth. Later chalk 

Fig z: this 1st-century bronze oil-lamp was recovered 
complete with its chains and hook and still contained oil 
and part of a wick (flame simulated). 

Fig 3: a late-1st-century bored timber conduit crossing an 
abandoned Walbrook channel; 5 X Ioomm scale. 

foundations and cellars belonged to medievalprop- 
erties along Bucklersbury, and include the impor- 
tant 13th-century property of the Merchants of 
Lucca, later known as Servat's Tower7. 
3. Discarded quernstones and deposits of grain have been found 

in early Roman contexts at a number of sites in the immedi- 
ate area, and are summarised in the Gazetteer section of R 
Merrifield The Roman City of London (1965). See for instance 
76-80 Cheapside (Gazetteer 191-2) and 5 Princes Street (Gazet- 
teer 175 178). 

I Tyers Archiveand Assessmentof dendrochronol~ysamplesfrom 
Number I Poultry; the initial evaluation trenches. MoLAS 
Dendrochronology Report ~ ~ ~ 1 2 1 9 4  

Detailed stratigraphic excavation of this sequence may be par- 
ticularly important in understanding the use and character 
of the Middle Walbrookand the signif icance of theartefacts 
recovered from its channels and 'banks' at other sites in the 
area. Difficulties of interpreting this material are summa- 
rised in T Wilmott Excavations in  the Middle Walbrook Valley 
London Middlesex Arch Soc Special Paper no 13 (1991) 61-67. 

See Merrifield opcitfn 3; piling and other structural elements 
interpreted as part of a timber bridge across the Walbrook 
were observed in 1872 during construction of the National 
Safe Deposit Company building (Gazetteer 195-6). Excava- 
tion at Poultry may also uncover evidence of an important 
early Roman radial street which is thought to run north- 
westwards from the Walbrook crossing to the area of the 
fort and amphitheatre. See P Rowsome Excavations at  36-7 
King Street [ K N G ~ S ]  DUA Archive Report (unpub), and 
Rowsome in J Shepherd 'The Pre-Urban and Roman topog- 
raphy in the King Street and Cheapside areas of the City of 
London' Trans London Middlesex Archaeol Soc 38 (1987), 11-58. 

D Keene 'The Walbrook Study' Social and Economic Study of 
Medieval London (1987) Report of the Institute of Historical 
Research. Servat's Tower was an important commercial and 
residentialproperty by the end of the 13th century. It became 
the base for the business activities of Italian merchants, and 
in 1305 William Servat added a stone tower above the entrance 
on the north side of Bucklersbury. This property and the 
street outside were probably London's principal centre for 
financial dealing until a coin exchange was established in 
Lombard Street in about 1367. According to Stow the tower 
was demolished in the mid 16th century by 'Buckle a Grocer' 
who injured himself in the process. The tower does not 
appear on the Agas 'copper-plate' map of c 1557. 



Fig 4: topography of the site i n  the early Roman period, based upon assessment and evaluation data. 

The eastern shaft was sited near the apex of the site, 
directly above what may be a main channel of the 
Walbrook stream. Waterlain clay-silts were sealed 
by a north-south aligned timber revetment which 
formed the western side of a channel8. Alluvial 
deposits within the channel contained large 1st- 
century groups of burnt samian and other pottery, 
along with some metalwork, including a well pre- 
served bronze oil-lamp (Fig. 2). A bored timber 
conduit overlay the choked stream channel and 
may have been part of a late 1st-century fresh water 
supply constructed in response to the rapid envi- 
ronmental degradation of the Walbrooks (Fig. 3). 

Results of the evaluation work 
Data from boreholes and the four shafts has al- 
lowed compilation of a site contour map (Fig. 4) 
which forms a predictive model for future work. 
This indicates that the western side of the Wal- 
brook valley slopes from circa +9m OD in the north- 
west part of the site, where it consists of gravel, 
8. The evidence from Ponltry and a recent excavation in Buck- 

lersbury indicates that the early Walbrook channel lies 
further west than the projected alignment shown in W F 
Grimes The Excavation of Romanand Mediaeval London(1968) 
and Merrifield op cit f n  3. See J Hill Excavations a t  DLR 

down to +Im OD in the east and +gm OD in the south, 
where the main channel of the Walbrook and at 
least one tributary have scoured deeply into the 
surface of London Clay. Victorian basements on 
the site overlie between 2 and 4m of complex strata 
of Roman, late Saxon, and medieval date. The 
archaeological sequence may be up to 7m thick in 
unbasemented areas. An equally significant find- 
ing was that the deposits are waterlogged below 
gm OD. 

The main excavation programme 
Following the evaluation, discussions took place 
between MoLAS and Altstadtbau, joined by Eng- 
lish Heritage and the Corporation of London, to 
agree an appropriate archaeological response. 
Altstadtbau agreed to fund the excavation to com- 
pletion of site archive, whilst English Heritage 
will f undpost-excavation assessment, analysis, and 
publication. A detailed project design documentlo 
sets out the aims and extent of the archaeological 

Bucklersbury[~uc87]DUA Archive Report (unpub). 
9. Evidence of erosion, silting, and other drainage problems in 

the Upper Walbrook are discussed in C Maloney The Upper 
Walbrook in the Roman Period CBA Res. Rep. 69 (1990) 120. 

10. P Rowsome No I Poultry Project Design (1994) MoLAS. 



Pig 5: view of the 11th-century church of St Benet, looking north-west. 

work at Poultry, which will be carried out in 
accordance with English Heritage guidelinesn. 

The first phase of excavation work has concen- 
trated on existing open spaces which will be lost in 
the redevelopment - parts of the medieval streets of 
Bucklersbury and Pancras Lane, and the site of the 
parish church of St Benet Sherehog. 

The parish church of St Benet Sherehog 
Excavation of the site of the former burial ground 
of the parish church of St Benet Sherehog led to 
the discovery of the well preserved primary phase 
of the church of St Benet, also known as St Sythlz 
(Fig. S). Spot-dating of pottery suggests that the 
church was built in about AD 1080, although it was 
late Saxon in style1?. The church was a simple 
unitary design with a square eastern end (Fig. 6). 
11. See the 1991 English Heritagc publications Explorinp Our Past 

-Stratgies for the Arzhaeolopy of Enpland, and Manapement of 
A rcbaeolopical Projects (MAPZ). 

12. D Keene op c i t f  n 7,q. St Benets lay only some 3om to the east 
of another 11th-century church, St Pancras Soper Lane, and 
one may have been established within the parish of the 
other. The large number of parish churches established in 
London by the 12th century is reflected at Poultry, which 
includes parts of four parishes: St Benet Sherehog, St Mary 
Colechurch, St Mildred Poultry, and St Stephen Walbrook. 
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Fig 7: altar area of the church looking south-east - the 
shallow beam slot in the foreground may be evidence of a 
railing, and stakeholes may be associated with church 
furniture; 5 X Ioomm scale. 
Northern and southern doorways gave direct lat- 
eral access to the nave, the south door perhaps 
being aligned with Sise Lane. The church meas- 
ured 9m X 4.5m internally (3oft X 15ft) and physi- 
cally overlay the via decumana, whose alignment it 

shared - hinting at a Roman topographic influence 
even after centuries of abandonment. The fabric 
of the church was reused Roman ragstone and tile, 
except f or quoins in limestone long-and-short work. 
The primary mortar floor was associated with a 
simple altar in the east. A contemporary, external 
gravel surface to the south and east of the early 
church was overlain by a sequence of 11th11zth- 
century timber buildings which contained mortar 
floors and hearths. 

Successive mortar refloorings raised the internal 
area of the church by over Im by the 13th century. 
Within this build-up of floors evidence was found 
of altar rebuilds and a possible timber screen or 
railing which may delineate a small chancel (Fig. 7). 
No burials were found in association with the 
primary phase of the church, the cemetery perhaps 
being situated to the west. Ragstone foundations 
and chalk footings surrounded the original church 
and are associated with its enlargement. Glazed 
and decorated late 15th-century floor tiles, some in 
situ, were recovered, as were a small number of 
burials which lay beneath the later floors. 

Pig g: the medieval street pattern and location of St Benet Sherehog. Development area shown in outline. 
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Pig 9: excavating the Great Conduit - the greensand doorway may lead t o  a stairs up  t o  medieval Cheapside. 

St Benets was destroyed in the Great Fire and not 
rebuilt, but its site continued in use as a subsidiary 
burial ground for the combined parishes of St 
Benets and St Stephen Walbrook until the 19th 
century. Over 250 post-Fire burials were excavated. 
All were in wooden coff ins, many with decoration 
and some with name plates. The family vault of 
Michael Davison Esq(d 1676) and the monument to 
Mayor John Maurois (d 1673) were also recorded. 

The medieval streets of Pancras Lane and 
Bucklersbury 
Phase I excavations have included evidence of the 
establishment and development of Pancras Lane 
and Bucklersbury (Fig. 8). Much of the street pat- 

13. H M and Joan Taylor Anglo-Saxon Architecture Vols I-3,1-15 
and 735-755. In this definitive work Taylor argues that thc 
native Anglo-Saxon style continued to be used, particularly 
for small churches, for  some time following the Norman 
conquest. In London it seems unlikely that an Anglo-Saxon 
style would have survived beyond the start of rebuilding 
work on St Paul's in 1087 and construction of St Mary le Bow 
between 1070-89, both of which were Norman in style 
(Richard Gem pers comm). 

14. For a discussion of the documentary and archaeological 
evidence for  the development of the medieval street pattern 

tern of the area was probably established in the 
early medieval period14 and changed very little up 
to  the Great Fire and beyond. Excavation of the 
Pancras Lane area has revealed that dark earth was 
overlain by 3 phases of 11th-century earth-f ast stave 
buildings which f ormed an east-west aligned front- 
age. To the north of the buildings were the met- 
alled surf aces of an early roadway or a more exten- 
sive open space, possibly a late-Saxon market south 
of Poultry between Cheapside and the Walbrooklj. 
Of the 2om length of building frontage examined, 
evidence was found of beam-slots at 4m intervals. 
These may have formed internal pa;titions, per- 
haps shop or stall subdivisions within a propertyr6. 

in this area see D Keene 178-194 in J Schofield 'Medieval 
buildings and property development in thc arca of Chcapside' 
Trans London Middlesex Archaeol Soc 41 (IWO), 39-235. 

15. D Keene op cit f n  7,1-28. 
16. Early medieval shop fronts of 4m width compare favour- 

ably to documentary evidence for  Cheapside and Poultry, 
which were lined with small shops and selds, or off-street 
bazaars, by the 13th c. See D Keene 'Shops and Shopping in 
Medieval London' Medieval Art, Architecture and Archae- 
ology in London British Arch Assoc Trans (1990) 29-46, and 
also J Schofield Medieval London Houses (1994) 71-4. 



The buildings and early metallings were overlain 
by the cobbled surfaces of medieval Pancras Lane, 
which is documented from the late 12th century. A 
stone building frontage was recorded along the 
south side of the street, sealed by Great Fire debris. 

Excavation work in Bucklersbury has revealed 
that its primary cobbled surfaces, sloping steeply 
downwards towards the Walbrook, predate the 
earliest Pancras Lane surface, although it is as yet 
unclear whether Bucklersbury may be late Saxon. 
Small drains and timber buildings enclosed the 
junction of the two streets from the early medieval 
period. A large 15th-century drain along the west 
side of Bucklersbury suggests that the area re- 
mained wet, even though successive metallings 
had raised the level of both streets by over 2m by 
the time of the Great Fire. 

The Great Conduit 
Excavation of a service diversion shaft at the 
junction of Cheapside and Bucklersbury led to the 
rediscovery of the Great Conduit, a 13th-century 
castellated and vaulted cistern measuring 2m X 7m 
internally, part of the first organised supply of 
fresh water to the medieval City17. The carved 
greensand doorway at the eastern end of the cis- 
tern may have led to a stairway from the street (Fig. 
9). The water supply was gravity-fed and carried by 
lead pipes from the Tyburn c3 km away to the west, 
the source being near the present day junction of 

Oxford Street and Marylebone Lane (Fig. so). The 
Great Conduit fell out of use in the 17th century, 
no longer able to deliver a reliable or sufficient 
supply to the City's growing population, and was 
replaced by the private water companies. 

What next? Phases 2 and 3 
Phase 1 fieldwork, which was completed in March 
1995, comprises approximately 10~10 of the planned 
archaeological programme on the 3,400 square 
metre site. A series of larger excavation areas are 
scheduled to begin in July 1995 and will continue 
well into 1996. The main excavation work will take 
place during top-down construction of the Stir- 
ling building. There are two main reasons for this 
approach. Archaeological excavation will in places 
extend to more than Iom below present-day street 
level, and in addition to the need to retain the 
modern streets, the site is also tightly bounded on 
the north by the Central Line train tunnels and on 
the south by the Waterloo & City Line escalators. 
Any ground movement could have serious conse- 
quences. A second factor in adopting a top-down 
programme is that it allows erection of the super- 
structure of the new building concurrent with 
excavation, reducing the impact of the archaeo- 
logical work on the construction timetable. 

Work below the cast slab will begin with about 3 
metres of headroom, and will follow installation 
(continued on p. 382) 

17. For a useful summary of medieval London's water conduits see B Weinreb and C Hibbert (eds.) The London Encyclopedia (1983) 
927-9. The history of the Great Conduit is discussed in A Morley Davies 'London's first conduit system: a topographical study' 
Trans London Middlesex Archaeol Soc I1 (1906) 9-58. There is a great deal of primary documentary information and other data 
concerning the Great Conduit and London's other medieval water supplies, and it is hoped that time can be found to write a 
separate L A  article on this subject. With the help of British Telecom and the City Engineering Department it has been possible 
to  preserve the Great Conduit in  situ beneath Cheapside. 

Fig 10: the 13th-century City water supply from the Tyburn t o  the Great Conduit. 
The supply was extended westwards t o  Paddington Fields in  the 15th century. 



Conclusion 
Although limited, the archaeological excavations 
in this area have proved of value. The evidence for 
Roman activity has filled a gap in the archaeologi- 
cal record for Twickenham, proving that the Ro- 
mans did occupy this area, trading with neigh- 
bours and others farther afield. There are indica- 
tions of small Romano-British farms, and evidence 
for localised metal-working. It is to be hoped that 
future work in this area will provide evidence for 
other activities, and add to our picture of Roman 
Twickenham. 
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The 1994 evaluation at Poultry has indicated that 
the main excavation work is likely to encounter a 
complex Roman timber building sequence similar 
to that found at the DLR Bucklersbury site, where 
seven major phases of Roman timber buildings 
associated with the intensive commercial and resi- 
dential use of the area from AD 50 until the 4th 
century were recorded4 It is hoped that the Poul- 
try excavation will allow multi-disciplinary study 
of this sequence over a much larger area, and that 
the analysis and  publication of the results can 
make a worthwhile contribution to our under- 
standing of Roman London19. 

18. See J Hill op cit f n  8 and P Rowsome et a1 forthcoming 'The 
Docklands Light Railway City Extension: excavations in 
Bucklersbury, Lombard Street, Lothbury, and at the Monu- 
ment' Trans London Middlesex Archaeol Soc. 

19. Of the many important Middle and West of Walbrook 
Roman sites excavated in the 1980s very little has been 
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