
Mosaic 
City Conservation Areas ., 
THE CITY of London's reputation as a land o f f  aceless concrete 
and glass office blocks has been given the lie by the publication 
by the Corporation of London of the f irst or a series of volumes 
about each of the 26 Conservation Areas in the City. The 
introductory volume and the first two areas guidesx are now 
available. They are illustrated with new and historic photo- 
graphs and maps, and are aimed at anyone with an interest in 
conservation area policy - architects, historians, planners, devel- 
opers and others. In a separate study the Corporation will 
examine development potential f or large sites, in all parts of the 
City, which could meet the finance sector'sdemands for trading 
floors and a t the  same time improve the overall quality of the 
City's environment 

Theseguides appear to  be intended t o  try t o  def use the conflict, 
always present, between conservation and development, by 
showing how change can enhance conservation areas, while on 
the other hand conservation areas need not restrict the develop 
ment of a modern business capital. One can only hope that they 
succeed. 

I. Conservation Areas in the City of London:ageneral introduction 
to their character (£7.50 plus &.so postageJpacking) and 
CharacterSummariesforLovatLaneand Whitefriarsconser- 
vation areas (£2.50 each including postageJpacking) are avail- 
able from the Corporation of London Planning Depart- 
ment on 0171 332 1716/1721. 

Two new exhibitions at the British Museum 
NOVEMBER saw the opening of two free temporary exhibi- 
tions at the British Museum. The first, Westminster Kings and 
the medieval Palace of Westminster, was organised in conjunc- 
tion with the Works of Art Committees in the House of 
Parliament and brings together many of the principal works of 
medieval art which have survived from the lost Palace of 
Westminster.It tells the story of the Palace and its royal patrons 
from the timeof William Rufus'construction of the Great Hall 
in the IOWS through Henry 111's decoration of his state bed- 
chamber (the famous 'Painted chamber') in the 1260s, to  the 
painting of St. Stephen's Chapel under Edward 111 in the mid- 
14th century. I t  includes three of the Romanesque capitals 
found in the walls of the late nth-century Hall, the newly- 
rediscovered panel-paintings of the 1260s from Henry III's 
Painted Chamber, and some of the mid-14th-century scenes 
from the apocryphal Book of Tobit saved in 1800 from the walls 
of St. Stephen's Chapel. The centrepiece is a group of six larger- 
than-lif e statues of kings carved for  Richard I1 in the mid-1380s 
t o  decorate Westminster Hall, accompanied by thegreat icon or 
'portrait' of Richard 11, which probably dates from about 139s 
and is over two metres high. 

For more than fifty years before its destruction by f irein 1834, 
the buildings of Westminster Palace were drawn and studied by 
antiquaries, architects and artists. The exhibition includes a 
selection of antiquarian views of the lost decorations and other 
visual records of the buildings, assembled to put the surviving 
objects in their architectural context, and allow them to be 
reconstructed in the imagination. A further series of drawings 
and engravings follow the great and curious events which the 
Hall has witnessed. 

The second, After Marathon: war, society and money in fifth 
century Greece, examines the Athenian empire through the eyes 
of the numerous allies who contributed to  the enormous funds 

which helped pay for  the ambitious building programmes of 
Classical Athens. The coinage of the cities of the Athenian 
empire illustrate the size of this organisation, which included 
such distant parts as Greece, the Black Sea, and many of the 
Aegean city-states. Sections on design, war, and society, help 
illustrate aspects of the coins and their use in this period. The 
display is accompanied by a book, available from British Mu- 
seum Publications (price £10.99) which serves as a general 
introduction to the history and coinage of the Athenian em- 
pire. 

Where are they now? 
WE WERE very pleased to hear recently f rom Mike Hammerson, 
who worked for  the Southwark and Lambeth Archaeological 
Excavation Committee and the Department of Greater Lon- 
don Archaeology of the Museum of London in the 1970s and 
'80s. Mike is now Deputy Curator of the Hampstead Museum, 
and has played a leading role in its new exhibition Vns&htlyand 
Unmnted" ?, about inter-war architecture in Hampstead (see 
Diary). 

We would be very glad t o  hear of other ex-London archaeolo- 
gists, or London ex-archaeologists, who are now making a new 
career elsewhere. 

Barbara King 
WE REGRET to record the recent death of Barbara King, Field 
Officer of the City of London Archaeological Society. By her 
commitment and enthusiasm she made a major contribution to 
the activities of the Society, and through it and her classes to  the 
archaeology of London as a whole. 

Reaching out in E som and Ewell P THE EPSOM and Ewe 1 Museum Service has turned the present 
recession in the retail trade to  good account, by arranging 
temporary exhibitions and displays in empty shops in the High 
Street. Many companies, including the National Counties Build- 
ing Society, have co-operated in this scheme. This seems a good 
way of reaching members of the public who would not nor- 
mally visit a museum. Further details from Brenda Davies, 
Support for Epsom and Ewell Museum Services, 7 Meadow 
Court, Epsom, Surrey kt19 7ry. tel. 01372 726896. 

Tebbutt Research Fund 
THIS FUND was established as a tribute t o  the life and work 
of the late C. F. Tebbutt, OBE, FSA, and applications are invited, 
from individuals and groups, fo r  grants towards research, 
including associated expenses, into any aspect of the Wealden 
Iron Industry. 

I t  is anticipated that approximately £200 will be available from 
the fund, and any interested person should write a suitable 
letter of application giving details of themselves together with 
relevant inf ormation concerning the research envisaged. Please 
bring this fund to the notice of your tutors and lecturers 
concerned with archaeology/history as we are anxious that the 
money available should be used fully. 

Applications should be sent to  Shiela Broomfield, Hon. Sec. 
WIRG, 8 Woodview Crescent, Hildenborough, Tonbridge, Kent 
TNII ~ H D  (tel. 01732 839698), not later than 31 March 1996 so that 
they can be passed to the Panel for  consideration. 


