
to the 19th century, resulting in the destruction of 
any sub-surface features. - 

Conclusion 
The proximity of the site to Uphall Camp and 
Loxford Water is of obvious significance. It seems 
probable that there was a crossing of the river at 
this point, making the area of strategic importance 
in regard to  both trading and military considera- 
tions. 
While no intensive domestic settlement has been 
identified, the large number of pits and post-holes 
recorded does point to activity during both the 
middle Bronze Age and the Roman period19. It is 
likely that the inhabitants of the multi-period 
settlement at Uphall would have made some use of 
this adjacent, rather marginal land, despite its vul- 
nerability to flooding. Minimal evidence of activ- 
ity was found on site relating to the later Bronze 
Age or Iron Age periods. It is possible too, that the 
change in alignment of the field systems is due to 
their being based on different courses of the 
Loxf ord2~. 
The site appears to have been under cultivation for 
much of its recorded history, a result of the rich 
river silts deposited by the Loxford. Such cultiva- 

19. There is a remarkable similarity between this site and re- 
cently published work by Lobb and Mills, which describes a 
series of pits, post-holes, ditches, 'shallow scoops' and a ring 
ditch, cut into gravels and of similar date, with similar finds 
densities t o  those discussed here. S. J. Lobb and J. M. Mills 

tion with its associated ploughing has obviously 
had a destructive impact on the ephemeral prehis- 
toric archaeology of the area. I t  does, however 
appear that agricultural exploitation of the site 
started during the Bronze Age, beginning a cycle 
of land use that existed until the urbanisation of 
the area in the 19th century. 
Future work de ends on the further acquisition 
by developers o ? the land to the east of the site. At 
present this lies fallow and undisturbed but may 
bear the ootential to test the animal stockade 
hypothesii through excavation and techniques such 
as phosphate analysis. Further work on the estate 
area itself is unlikely. 
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