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Introduction 
THIS REPORT describes the findings of archaeo- 
logical excavation at 14 Whitgift Street, Croydon. 
The fieldwork was undertaken in two phases, in 
1987-8 by the Croydon Natural History and Scien- 
tific Society and in 1995 by the Museum of London 
Archaeology Service. The site lies in the southern 
part of the present town and just to the west of the 
High Street (TQ 32263 65243, Fig. I). The plot itself is 
more or less square, each side measuring c. 18m. 

Excavation in 1987-8 revealed significant remains, 
principally of Roman date but including prehis- 
toric and medieval material. Further work in 1995 
followed a planning application and was under- 
taken as a condition of consent for redevelopment. 
The excavation covered a final area of about 12m 
by 13m. There were four trenches, although as they 
adjoined and deposits evidently continued from 
one trench to  the other the findings are described 
below within a single narrative. Archaeological 
features were overlaid by up to two metres of 
madeground; consequently excavation was stepped 
in for safety reasons and remains were not neces- 
sarily exposed to  their full extent. 

Archaeological and historical background 
The site is located on a west-facing slope, over- 
looking a dry valley at the foot of the North 
Downs. The later town grew up at this junction 
between the valley (a natural communications 
route) and the Wandle flood plain to the west. The 
first extensive indication of human activity comes 
from finds of Mesolithic and Neolithic date (c. 
8000-2500 BC); settlement evidence is generally 
later, dating to  the Later Bronze or Iron Age. 

Roman Croydon lay on the line of a road to the 
south coast. To the north it ran through Broad 
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Green and Streatham, but the route is uncertain 
within the town and to the south. However, it may 
well have followed the line of the High Street, 
passing close to the present siter. There is also 
considerable evidence for settlementz, and it has 
been suggested that Croydon grew up around a 
mutatio or posting station3. A hoard of 3800 coins 
of the 4th century AD was unearthed in 1903 at 
Wandle Road, just to the south-west of Whitgift 
Street-+. 

The name Croydon is of Saxon origin, and there 
have been a number of contemporary finds. Par- 
ticularly notable is a 5th- to  6th-century cem- 
etery located in the Edridge Road area and discov- 
ered in the 189os, with further evidence from 
recent evaluations. There is little evidence for oc- 
cupation, although in the Middle Saxon period 

Fig. I :  site location and area of  excavation. 
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Fig. za/b: sections along the northern and western sides of excavation. 

this may have been within the Old Town, some 
3oom north-west of the present site. 

The Old Town certainly formed the centre of 
medieval settlement, and contained both the par- 
ish church and the residence of the archbishop of 
Canterbury. The 13th century saw the establish- 
ment of a weekly market and annual fair, which 
probably coincided with the expansion of the 
town onto higher ground and towards the present 
site. Archaeological investigation has produced 
evidence for later medieval activity near the High 
Street6 and at 2-12 Whitgift Street7. 

Early plans show the site area as open or lying 
within a series of strip properties adjoining the 
High Streets. By the 1840s it fell within a single 
plot, one side coinciding with the present north 
wall9. During the next twenty years considerable 
development took placeIo; Whitgift Street was 
laid out, the western boundary of the site estab- 
lished, and several buildings constructed. 
6. M Barratt & P Miller Mint Walk, Croydon. Preliminary 

Reports of Archaeological Investtgation Museum of London 
DGLA (1991). 

7. S Tucker 2-12 Whitgift Street. An Archaeological Evaluation 
MoLAS (1995). 

228 , 

The archaeological findings 
The site overlay a natural surface of gravel mixed 
with sandy silt and occasional larger flints (Fig. 2). 
This is identified by the Geological Survey as 
Taplow gravel, one of a series of terraces reflecting 
climatic and sea level change during the Pleistocene. 
To the east the natural surface was slightly darker 
and more silty, presumably as a result of weather- 
ing and/or root action. This area was also overlaid 
by a layer of clean sandy or clayey silt up to o.zom 
thick, probably a natural colluvium or hillwash 
transported from higher ground to the east. 

Prehistoric 
The excavation produced 221 pieces of struck flint. 
Waste flakes, probably later prehistoric, formed 
the bulk of the assemblage. However, there were a 
number of Mesolithic to Early Neolithic tools, 
microliths and cores (Fig. 3). There were also quan- 
tities of burnt flint which may relate to domestic 
activity. The finds were generally residual, mainly 
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Fig. 3: prehistoric flintwork. 

n-ithin a probablereworked colluvium which over- 
iav Roman features, and were presumably trans- 
Grted onto the site through downhill soil move- 
ment. 

Roman 
The excavation produced considerable evidence 
for Roman activity, principally in the later 3rd and 
4th centuries. Finds included 89 coins of the period 
: Fig. 5); other items of interest were represented by 
a 2nd-century brooch and a 1st- to 2nd-century 
silver ring bezel and intaglio (Fig. 6). Pottery formed 
the bulk of finds, deriving predominantly from 
everyday cooking or tablewares of the period AD 
250-400; the latter date is particularly indicated by 
the presence of Portchester D fabric. The assem- 
blage included material from Oxfordshire and 
Alice Holt, and also probable Patchgrove grog- 
tempered ware, although apart from Samian no 
imported fine wares. Earlier material was rarely 
found and was largely residual. A quantity of brick 
and tile, including flue tile, was also recovered, 
although the building from which it came remains 
to be discovered. 

A north-south linear ditch represented the most 
substantial feature (Figs. 2a, I; 4a). It was exposed 
over a distance of some Io.sm, its width ranging 
from c. o.9om to 1.4om and increasing to the north. 
The base of the ditch dropped slightly to the 
north; recorded depth increased more markedly in 
this direction, from c. o..qSm to o.8om, probably as 
the result of differential truncation. The northern 
section also appeared to have been recut, possibly 
more than once, and at a time when the southern 
end was already infilled. 

It is likely that the ditch dates to the late 3rd to mid 
4th century, with recutting taking place over a 
fairly short time. There were few finds, although 
the uppermost fills contained pottery from the 
2nd half of the 4th century. One possible recut also 
postdated several other features, including two 
pits which produced pottery dated no earlier than 

Fig. 4: features discovered during excavation (a) the 
Roman ditch (b) other Roman features (c) medieval pits 
(d) post-medieval features. 



Excavation revealed at least sixteen cut features in 
addition to the ditch, almost all in the northern 
part of the site and generally dating to the period 
AD 250-400; the principal of these are shown on Fig. 
4b. The cuts varied considerably in size, although 
most appeared to be truncated and in general there 
was little evidence for function. Several features 
may be postholes and/or pits, one in particular 
being packed with large flints except in the area of 
a probable post pipe (Fig. za, 9). Other features were 
possibly produced by horticulture, whilst the larger 
pits may be the result of gravel extraction. 

The earliest f eature appeared to be a circular round- 
bottomed pit Im in diameter and cutting o.5om 
into the natural gravel (Fig. qb, 2); it contained 
pottery of late 2nd-century date. Other features 
predating the ditch, or at least its later phases of 
infilling, included an oval-shaped pit (3). It con- 
tained the disarticulated but largely complete skel- 
eton of a small dog, and probably dates to the late 

Fig. 6: bezel of silver finger ring with blue glass intaglio 
showing figure of ?Hercules. 

3rd to the 2nd quarter of the 4th century. Nearby 
and at a similar stratigraphic level was a much 
larger pit, up to 1.90m in plan and odom deep (4). 
The fill included some burnt and partially vitri- 
fied material of possibly industrial origin, although 
without evidence such as slag or kiln waste. 

Two further features in this area were the elon- 
gated cur and pit (5 & 6). Neither feature produced 
any finds; the former dates to the mid 3rd to mid 
4th century, whilst (6) is stratigraphically earlier 
although probably still 3rd century. 

Several other features postdated the north-south 
ditch, or at least the earlier stages of its infilling. 
Notable here was a group of three roughly circular 
and similarly sized pits, probably of mid to later 
4th-century date (Fig. qb, 7,8 & g). The first two 
produced no finds, but were sealed by deposits 
containing a coin of AD 347-350 and pottery dating 
to the 2nd half of the 4th century; the probable 
posthole (9) cut some of these deposits and was 
slightly later. A further possible pit in this area 
(not illustrated) produced 4th-century pottery and 
residual finds of AD 50-160. 

Roughly contemporary with the above was a se- 
quence of features in the north-west corner of 
excavation. It appears to have occupied a fairly 
short space of time in the mid 4th century. First in 
the sequence was a large and probably roughly 
circular pit, c. I.5om in diameter by at least 1.oSrn 
deep (10). This produced pottery of c. 270-400, plus 
some earlier material, whilst the overlying deposit 
(Fig. za, 11) contained several coins, the latest dating 
to AD 364-378. 

Located centrally over the pit was a smaller feature 
some o.5om in diameter, which may derive from 
subsidence or the presence of a post pipe. The 
features were stratigraphically separated by an 
adjacent cut which ran into section to the west (Fig. 
zb, IZ), whilst the upper was also sealed by later 
4th-century deposits. 

The Roman features were overlaid bv a homage- 
Z C ~  neous layer some o.4om to o.7om thick, typicalG a 

dark greyish brown sandy silt with pebbles (Fig. za/ 
Pig. sa/b: 4th-century Roman coins - obverses & reverses. b, I3 & 14)- This was probably 
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movement from higher ground to the east, where 
the Geological Survey shows terrace gravel re- 
placed by older Thanet Sands. The mechanisms 
may well have included both cultivation and natu- 
ral agencies (ie colluvium or hillwash). 

Cultivation robably also led to reworking of pre- 
existent sur f aces and consequent truncation of 
Roman cut features. Certainly these appeared at 
more or less the same level, even where strati- 
graphically separate; many were also sealed by a 
shallow and well mixed layer of sandy silt/loam, 
perhaps a primary cultivated horizon. The overly- 
ing deposit produced both later Roman and medi- 
eval finds, although when horizontally subdi- 
vided the latter was found only within the upper 
levels. Roman finds consisted primarily of pottery 
of AD 270-400, plus a number of coins concen- 
trated within the latter part of that period; the 
latest individual date was 388-402. These dates are 
similar to  those for the underlvine; features. a fact 
which also suggests truncatioh a i d  reworking of 
the previous land surface. 

Saxon 
A single sherd recovered from the layer (14) is of 
interest. It is in a fine micaceous ware, from a vessel 
with a small pinched solid lug. Both inner and 
outer surfaces are burnished, the latter incombina- 
tion with rough horizontal scoring around the lug 
(Fig. 7). The lug itself is so slight that it would 
appear to be vestigial rather than functional and is 
similar to examples from Kempton and Muckingu. 
Vessels of this form are also quite common in the 
coastal regions of Frisia and Denmarkn and the 
petrology is consistent with a continental source. 
The sherd is most likely to be of 5th-century date, 
perhaps towards the end of the century. 

Medieval 
Some evidence for medieval activity was found 
within the probably cultivated soil horizon which 
overlay the later Roman sequence. Finds were 
principally of pottery, dating from c. 1050 to 1400, 
and also included a single silver coin of Henry I1 or 
111. Finds also occurred residually within later 
horizons, probably as a result of reworking by 
further cultivation. 

The second area of medieval evidence lay within 
cut features, notably a large pit at the western edge 
of excavation (Figs. zb, 15; 4c). It appears to have 
been roughly circular and about 3.oom in diameter, 
and was probably dug for gravel extraction. The 
recorded depth was about 1.70m, although the 

Pig. 7: sherd of early Saxon pot showing the pinched lug. 

contemporary land surface had probably been trun- 
cated by cultivation. Environmental evidence f rom 
the lower fill, small rodent and amphibian remains 
in particular, suggests that the pit was left open for 
some time and that in part it silted up naturally. 
The fill also produced a range of pottery, both 
medieval (c. 1350 to 1500) and residual Roman. 

Just to the south and east of the large pit were two 
smaller features (Fig. 4c, 16 & 17). The first of them, 
a subcircular pit up to 1.7m in diameter and cutting 
o.76m into natural, also produced Roman and 
medieval pottery. The second pit was up to o.9om 
in plan, although it was probably truncated by 
later activity. The cut contained the articulated 
skeleton of a dog which had apparently been 
skinned, in addition to later medieval pottery. 

The pottery as a whole was of local manufacture, 
with examples of coarsewares and jugs from 
Earlswood, Limpsfield and possibly Ashtead. There 
were also jug sherds in Kingston ware and Cheam 
whitewate, and from further afield part of a 
probable South Hertfordshire jug. 

Post-medieval 
Probable cultivated soils (Figs. za/b, 18) produced 
17th- and 18th-century pottery, fragments of clay 
pipe and glass and some residual material; there 
were also coins of Charles I and George I11 and a 
17th-century jetton. In the south-west corner of 
the site was a clay-lined pit filled with grey silt 
with charcoal f lecks and containing a large number 
of clay pipe fragments and several complete bowls 
of early 17th-century date (Figs. zb, 19; 4d). 

The first structural evidence was represented by a 
linear cut and adjacent clay surface in the south- 
east corner of the site, probably of mid to later 
18th-century date (Fig. qd, 20). A central east-west 
robber trench (Figs. zb, 21; 4d) may derive from a 
roughly contemporary boundary wall, which is 
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shown on a plan of 1800'~; surviving debris suggests 
that this was constructed of brick on a chalk 
foundation. The robbing is not firmly dated, al- 
though by 1847 the area appears as open landr4. 

More or less parallel with and just to the north of 
the robber trench was a further linear feature, 
apparently a path (22). It was contained within a 
trench o.35m to o.9om deep, mainly infilled with 
clean gravel. The path was probably constructed in 
the early 19th century, and to the east appears on 
the OS map as late as 1868. 

The final phase of development was represented 
by two wallbases. A brick foundation up to o.45m 
wide ran across the eastern part of the site, and was 
abutted to the west by a mortared flint and chalk 
rubble base some o.7om square (Figs 2b, 23 & 24; 
qd). These features formed part of the develop- 
ment which took place between 1847 and 1868. 

Conclusion 
The archaeological excavation at 14 Whitgif t Street 
produced significant results within the main areas 
of enquiry and in relation to particular finds. 

Although largely residual the prehistoric struck 
flint adds to evidence f or early settlement, notably 
in the case of the Mesolithic to Early Neolithic 
artefacts. 

Most significant was the evidence for Roman 
occupation. There were numerous cut features, 
with pottery and coins principally indicating ac- 
tivity in the later 3rd and 4th centuries. Items of 
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intrinsic interest included the silver ring bezel and 
intaglio. The truncation of features and the distri- 
bution of finds also suggests cultivation in the late 
Roman period. 

There was only one Saxon potsherd; however, 
quantities of medieval material were recovered, 
including pottery of 1150-1500 and environmental 
evidence. It is likely that the land was open and at 
least intermittently under cultivation. Post-medi- 
eval development is first indicated in the mid 18th 
century, but only really took place intensively 
from c. 1850. 
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Excavations and post-excavation work 
City of London. Museum of London Archaeology Service, 
Walker House, 87 Queen Victoria Street, London E C ~ V  ~ A B  
(0171-410 2200). 

Croydon & District, processing and cataloguing of excavated 
and museum collections every Tuesday throughout the year. 
Archaeological reference collection of fabric types, domestic 
animal bones,clay tobacco pipesandglass warealso available for 
comparative work. Enquiries to Jim Davison, 28 Blenheim Park 
Road, South Croydon, c m  6BB. 

Greater London (except north-east and south-east London), by 
Museum of London Archaeology Service. Excavations and 
processing in all areas. General enquiries to MOLAS, Walker 
House, 87 Queen Victoria Street, London EC4V 4AB (0171-410 
2200). 

Borough of Greenwich. Cataloguing of excavated and other 
archaeological material, the majority f rom sites in the borough. 
For further information contact Greenwich Borough Mu- 
seum, 232 Plumstead High Street, London s~18 IJT (0181-85s 3240). 

Hammersmith & Fulham, by Fulham Archaeological Rescue 
Group. Processing of material from Fulham Palace. Tuesdays, 
7.45 p.m.-10 p.m. at Fulham Palace, Bishop's Avenue, Fulham 
Palace Road, sw6. Contact Keith Whitehouse, 86 Clancarty 
Road, sw6 (0171-731 4498). 

Kingston, by Kingston upon Thames Archaeological Society. 
Rescue sites in the town centre. Enquiries to Kingston Heritage 
Centre, Fairf ield Road, Kingston (0181-546 5386). 

Surrey, by Surrey County Archaeological Unit. Enquiries to 
Rob Poulton, ArchaeologicalUnit Manager, OldLibrary Head- 
quarters, 25 West Street, Dorking, RH& IDE (01306-886 466). 

Individual membership of the Council for British Archaeology 
includes 10 issues a year of British Archaeology, as well as the 
supplement CBA Briefing, whichgivesdetailsof conferences, extra- 
mural courses, summer schools, trainingexcavationsandsites where 
volunteers are needed. The individual subscription rate of £20 p.a. 
includes postage; payment should be sent to C.B.A., Bowes Morrell 
House, n r  Walmgate, York, TOI ZUA (01904 671417). 


