
Mosaic 
A medieval carved bone or ivory plaque from 
Mincing Lane 
DURING 1988-89 the entire area between Mark and Mincing 
Lane (TQ 3326 8082) in the City of London, now occupied by 
Minster Court and Minster Pavement, was redeveloped. As the 
archaeological potential of the site was very limited due to the 
depth of the existing single and double basements, archaeologi- 
cal coverage by the Department of Urban Archaeology of the 
Museum of London was limited to a watching brief to record 
any archaeological features discovered during ground reduc- 
tion:. The most significant archaeological features discovered 
were two stone-lined medieval wells2. The well found near the 
Mincing Lane street frontage was infilled with organic silts, 
derived from decayed cess and organic rubbish. Finds from 
these silts included a small carved bone or ivory plaque and 
pottery of late 13th or 14th century date. The well was probably 
constructed during the~zth  or early 13th century and backfilled 
during the late 13th or 14th century. 

The complete, openwork, diamond shaped plaque (height 102 

mm, width 74 mm) is made of either walrus ivory or cetacean 
bone (see cover). It depicts a winged animal in an upright pose, 
with outspread wings; its head is facing forwards and below its 
feet is a short tail. Some of the spaces between the animal and 
the frame have been cut away, whilst others have been retained. 
In the frame are two small fastening holes. 

There is no consensus amongst the experts about what type of 
animal is depicted on the plaque3. It could be a dragon, a griffin 
or a lion (the winged lion is the emblem of St Mark). Alternately 
it could be one of the many mythical creatures which occur in 
English Romanesque sculpture. However, thereisgeneralagree- 
ment that the plaque is of 13th or 14th century date. Where the 
plaque was made is uncertain, it may well have been imported. 
The presence of fastening holes suggest that it was originally 
mounted on a larger object, such as a manuscript cover. The well 
in which the plaque was found stood on the approximate site 
of the Abbot of Colchester's Inn or town house in Mincing 
Lane, which the abbot acquired in circa 12304. 
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British Museum on off  er 
THE BRITISH Museum Society is offering a special discount 
on membership. For the duration of the Maori exhibition (see 
back cover), you can join for £25 (single membership) or £35 (two 
members at the same address), a discount of £5 on the normal 
rates. Apart f rom the usual benefits (magazine, use of Members' 
Sitting Room and lunch room, and n free evening openings a 
year), the offer includes unlimited free entrance to the Maori 
exhibition. Contact Kate Bosley, BMS Membership Officer, tel. 
0171 323 8605. 
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A bridge too soon 
THE THAMES Archaeological Survey has recently made its 
most startling discovery to date. An unusually low tide revealed 
two rows of massiveoak timbers, four metresapart, running out 
into the Thames from the south bank at Vauxhall. They re- 
present the foundations of either a bridge or a very large jetty. 
Thesurprise came with the results of radiocarbon dating, which 
calibrated to between 700 and 400 BC, i.e. late Bronze Age or 
early Iron Age. If the identif ication as a bridge is correct, it is by 
far the earliest bridge in the London area, and also one of the 
most significant prehistoric finds in the area. 

Milling around in east London 
THE HOUSE MILL at Three Mills, Bromley-by-Bow, is Eng- 
land's oldest and largest tidal mill, dating to 1776. It has recently 
been restored by the River Lea Tidal Mill Trust and is now open 
to the public from z to 4 pm. every Sunday until the end of 
October. Admission is £2, concessions £I, children free. Group 
visits are available on Saturdays or weekdays, during the after- 
noon of the evening, at a charge of £2 per person. The Group 
Visits Co-ordinator can be contacted on 0181 472 2829. Volun- 
teer help is always needed, especially at weekends; if you would 
like to help, contact William Hill on the above number. 

It's that pit again 
ONE OF THE biggest and coherent recent groups of post- 
medieval finds was the one from I6 Tunsgate, Guildford - 193 
pots, 41 glasses and the remains of 81 meals, all thrown away on 
one day in the early 1700s. A report by Kevin Fryer and Andrea 
Selley of the Guildford Museum Excavation Unit is now 
available in off-print f orm, price £5 plus £1.50 post and packing 
from Guildford Museum, Castle Arch, Guildford GUI px, tel. 
01483 444750 or 444752. 
Bloomsbury Heritage Trail 
HERITAGE TRAILS were all the rage in the 1970s (remember 
the Jubilee?), but we have not seen many new ones recently. 
Now the post-graduate students at the Institute of Archaeol- 
ogy have produced one for the area on their doorstep: 
Bloomsbury, between Euston on the north and the British 
Museum on the south. They have identified nearly thirty 
buildingsof historical interest or association, some linked to the 
Bloomsbury Group, and others drawing attention to the little- 
known collections of University College London. A leaf let on 
the trail is available at the Institute of Archaeology in Gordon 
Square. 

Help for family history 
THE LONDON Metropolitan Archives have recently an- 
nounced two new aids for reseachers into family history. The 
first is a free inf ormation leaflet Family History in London. The 
second is a search service for those who cannot visit the archives 
in person; it costs69 (plus vat)per half-hour for up to two hours' 
work. Details are available from London Metropolitan Ar- 
chives, 40 Northampton Road, London ea r  ohb, tel. 0171 332 
3820, f ax 0171 833 9136. 

The Globe rolls on 
ALTHOUGH it is now open for public performances, work on 
the new Globe Theatre Centre is far from complete. A further 
£6.5m is needed for the Education Department and Exhibition 
area, of which £m is being sought from the public in the Globe 
400 campaign. The aim is to complete the complex by 21 

September 1999. If you are interested in helping, contact the 
Shakespeare Globe Trust, New Globe Walk, Bankside, London 
SE1 9DT, tel. OI7I 802 1460. 


