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IN  NOVEMBER 1996 the Museum of London 
Archaeology Service carried out a field evaluation, 
as a condition of planning consent, at the site of 5- 
15 Galena Road, Hammersmith, in the London 
Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham (TQ 2280 
7866). A large prehistoric ditch was found, the 
extent of which was further investigated with a 
second trench in January 1997 and was also re- 
corded during a watching brief of groundworks in 
March 1997. 

Background 
The site lies 35om to the north of the River Thames, 
within its flood plain. The recent geology of the 
area consists of river terrace gravels1, over which lie 
sequences of sandy silts or brickearth formed by 
periglacial processes of deposition. 

Some scattered archaeological finds of Mesolithic 
date (9,000 - 4000 BC) havesbeen recorded in the 
area of Hammersmith, but otherwise little evi- 
dence f or early settlement activity has been foundt. 
A major routeway between Roman Londinizcm 
and Silchester probably ran close to the line of 
what is now King Street some 70m to  the south of 
the site; it has been suggested that this road ran 
from Fleet Street to Chiswick High Road and 
joined the main road to Silchester, which was 
further to  the north, at Turnham Green. The 
present line of King Street shows a noticeable 
curve to  the south away from a straighter possible 
alignment of the Roman road. I t  is possible that 
evidence for the earlier Roman road may lie to the 
north of King Street, close to the site at 5-15 Galena 
Road. 

A  reh historic ditch 
A single ditch was recorded in two archaeological 
trenches, c. 37m apart, and also in section during the 
watching brief (Fig. I). The ditch was substantial: 
up to 2.8m wide and I.4m deep, with very steep 
sides and a flat base. It was cut into brickearth 
which survived in places to a height of 43m OD; the 
height of the base was approximately 3.om OD. The 
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character of the ditch sections in depth, shape, size 
and fill matrix were sufficiently similar across the 
trenches to reasonably assume a single ditch. The 
general orientation of the ditch was east-west and 
parallel with King Street to the south, but at the 
western end of the ditch the orientation percepti- 
bly changed to  a more north-westerly direction 
(Fig. 2). Whether this change in direction marked a 
turn in the ditch or whether the ditch line was 
irregular was not possible to  determine with cer- 
tainty as excavation was necessarily confined to 
the area of the building development. No other 
cut features were recorded in either of the investi- 
gation trenches. 

Dating 
Finds of 35 potsherds recovered from the silts that 
had gradually filled the ditch were not especially 
diagnostic. They were of a coarse hand-made fab- 

Fig. I: location map. 



ric with crushed rock inclusions, the colour vary- 
ing from black to orange which was probably 
caused by an open bonfire firing. The potsherds 
were dated to the later half of 1st millennium BC, 
or the mid to late Iron Age. A fragment of Roman 
tile which was probably intrusive was found in 
the upper ditch fill. 

Function 
The ditch was probably a linear boundary, the cut 
(Fig. 3) being too massive to serve as a drainage 
ditch. Whether the ditch had a defensive purpose, 
with an associated bank, cannot be determined. 
The turn in the ditch alignment may be a simple 
irregularity, although its significance as evidence 
that the ditch formed part of an enclosure cannot 
be discounted. No features of a contemporary 
date were found either side of the ditch, which 
may have demonstrated a differentiation of activ- 
ity inside an enclosure and external to it. 

Conclusions 
Few conclusions of absolute certainty can be made 
from this evidence of a substantial ditch. The 
assemblage of pottery sherds collected from the 
ditch fills were not especially diagnostic although 
they were typically Mid to  Late Iron Age, datable 
to the later half of the 1st millennium BC. The 
cutting of the ditch may also be interpreted as 
typically Iron Age rather than Roman. On the 
basis of this evidence it would seem unlikely that 
the ditch was part of a Roman road system, and no 
corroborative evidence for a Roman road was 
recorded (for example a second parallel ditch or 
metalling). The southward deviation of King Street 
today may reflect the actual course of the London 
to Silchester Roman road, rather than the pro- 
jected line to the north. If this is the case, there 
may have been many reasons why the road devi- 
ated southward of a straight course; one conjec- 
tural explanation could be associated with this 
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substantial prehistoric ditch, whether it was a de- 
marcation of a land boundary that was avoided, or 
whether there was an enclosure in existence at that 
time. Whilst questions do remain, the ditch clearly 
represents a significant discovery, and the first 
evidence of such activity in this part of the Bor- 
ough of Hammersmith and Fulham. 
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