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Who curates the curators? 
IT HAS become customary to use the end of a 
volume to take stock of the current state of archae- 
ology, and of how it has changed in the past few 
years. We have seen some welcome steps towards 
the treatment of past excavations and their finds as 
a resource rather than a millstone, through (for 
example) the creation of the Museum of London 
Specialist Services (see Vol. 8, no. 8 (1998) 198) and the 
setting up of the Archaeology Data Service in 
York (see Vol. 8, no. 5 (1997) I I ~ ) ,  but it is too early 
to judge how well or extensively they will be used. 

We have had another three years of the PPG 16 
regime (see Vol. 8, no. 4 (1997) 86); while the system 
has developed and matured, we cannot definitely 
say whether or not it is 'working', i.e. whether it is 
achieving its aim of preventing the unrecorded 
destruction of significant archaeological deposits. 
Two questions remain unanswered: (a) are sites 
which appear negative on evaluation actually de- 
void of archaeological deposits (or have they just 
been missed)? and (b) are the 'right' sires being 
selected for evaluation? For the first, we rely on 
the skill and professional judgement of the ar- 
chaeological contractors, of whom there are many 
operating in our area, as well as on the judgement 
of the archaeological 'curators' in designing the 
briefs to which the contractors work. To test the 
validity of apparent 'negatives' would require ex- 
ploration of a sample of sites beyond the level 
usually required, which would be both expensive 
and difficult to justify to the developers of those 
selected. The second question, the selection of 
sites, relies on the curators' judgement, and again a 
test (which would involve the evaluation of sites 
that would not normally be selected) would be 
expensive and possibly invidious. 

These points show how important it is that the 
curators (usually employed by a County Council) 
have the resources they need to d o  their job thor- 
oughly. In London, we are in rather a privileged 
position, as English Heritage has, for historic rea- 
sons, involved itself in this role through its Greater 
London Archaeological Advisory Service (see Vol. 
8, no. 9 (1998) 226). Elsewhere, the annual round of 
local authority budget cuts has been posing threats 
to the archaeological services in some areas. Strong 
campaigning seems to ave fought them off this 
year, but the threat will remain until archaeology 
is put on a proper statutory footing like, for 
example, libraries. Lottery money f or mega-projects 
may be welcome, but it is substitute for the routine 
funding of essential but unglamorous services. 

What about the voluntary sector? In London, 
there has been some revitalisation, particularly in 
connection with the work on the Thames fore- 
shore (see Vol. 8, no. 4 (1997))~ the first p 
which is coming to an end. We hope to publish an 
article shortly discussing the directions that this 
important work might take in the future. Another 
success story of the past year has been the Portable 
Antiquities Scheme for the voluntary recording of 
finds (see Vol. 8, no. 6 (1997) 142). In its first year, 
over 13500 artefacts were recorded in six pilot 
schemes from Kent to the North West. Details of 
some can be seen on the Portable Antiqnities Web- 
site at www.finds.org.uk. 

Index 
WITH THE end of volume 8, an index is being 
prepared and will be circulated with an early issue 
of volume 9. We are also improving the design of 
the magazine for volume 9 and hope that the first 
issue of the new volume will be a pleasant surprise 
for our readers. 

Annual Lec 
THE ANNUAL Lecture and Meeting of the Lon- 
don Archaeologist will be held at 7 p.m. on Tuesday 
18 May in Room 612 of the Institute of Archaeol- 
ogy, 31-34 Gordon Square, London WCI. Hedley 
Swain will talk on the future of the Museum of 
London's archaeological archive. Before the talk, 
the annual reports and accounts will be presented. 
The proceedings will include the election of offic- 

ers (the post of Secretary will become vacant this 
year) and the election to the Publication Commit- 
tee of the six local society representatives, whose 
nomination should be made to the Chairman, c/o 
8 Woodview Crescent, Hildenborough, Tonbridge 
TNII ~ H D .  All are welcome to attend; local societies 
are invited to send one member with voting pow- 
ers. Refreshments will be served from 6.30 p.m. 


