
to abandon the area due to flooding before later 
ploughing could take place and remove the earlier 
evidence. 

The closest parallels to the wooden structure within 
the east-west channel are medieval moated bridges. 
Such bridges used the same methods of framing 
and jointing as building on dry land. Since they 
preserve a much greater proportion of early mate- 
rial at their base than other classes of timber struc- 
ture, their value for the history of carpentry is 
obvious. The foundations of a number of such 
bridges have been identified and excavated, and a 
classification system based on type of support has 
been developedlg. The category into which the 
structure at Lafone Street falls is that of bridges 
with a rigid and self-stable support. Dendrochrono- 
logical dates of AD 1276 and AD 1277 were obtained 
from two samples taken from the latest structure. 
These dates are broadly supported both by the 
carpentry techniques and by parallels with surviv- 
ing remains of bridges dating from the 13th cen- 
tury. A number of parallels can be drawn with 
moat bridges excavated at several sites dating from 
the 12th and 13th centuries. One parallel to the 
earliest structure, prior to its modification, is f ound 
at Eynsford Castle, Kent, while the modified 
version is similar to a bridge at Lewmote, Elmers 
End, Kent. The final structure is closely paralleled 
at West Derby Castle, Liverpool. 

Conclusions 
The excavation at Lafone Street has added signifi- 
cantly to the archaeological record of the area. In 
particular, the discovery of a third group of ard 

marks dating from the Bronze Age within a rela- 
tively small area of Bermondsey, shows that a large 
area of land was under cultivation at this time, and 
indicates the presence of a settlement site in the 
vicinity, which has yet to be located. Analysis of 
environmental samples taken during the excava- 
tion should add to our knowledge of the nature of 
prehistoric agriculture. In addition, study of the 
wooden bridge timbers will add to our knowledge 
of medieval carpentry techniques. 
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