
partially truncated the occupation layer suggest- 
ing a rise in water level. In addition deeper water- 
courses were observed to the east and west of the 
site. The north-south channel seen to the west of 
the main area of excavation was a t  least Stm long 
and 6m wide. It  appears to have had a long life span, 
with deposits indicative of intermittent slow and 
fast water flow and some possible later re-cuts. 
These suggest human modifications to the chan- 
nel. I t  was probably in existence in an early form 
during the period of prehistoric activity at the site 
and may well have continued as a navigable chan- 
nel throughout the Roman period. 

The slow and possibly episodic water ingress repre- 
sented by the shallow watercourses appears to have 
led to the site being abandoned in the early Bronze 
Age. This was followed by more general inunda- 
tion and flooding of the site, represented by the 
deposition of approximately o.35m of dark grey 
clay, which was laid down before the Roman 
period. Further rising of the water level, possibly 
in the form of occasional flooding, led to the 
deposition of over a metre of brown clay, which 
contained finds of Roman and medieval date. 

The substantial alluvial deposit masked the under- 
lying prehistoric occupation and until fairly re- 
cently the prehistoric landscape of this area re- 
mained undiscovered. A 'vicious circle' developed 
whereby lack of evidence of occupation resulted 
in such evidence not being looked forrz. However, 
since the early 1980s it has become increasingly 
apparent that the remains of a well preserved 
landscape may survive beneath the alluvium. 

Conclusions 
The evidence for prehistoric occupation of the 
Thames shoreline and islands preserved under allu- 
vium has only comparatively recently started to be 
uncovered, and this site makes an important con- 
tribution to the study of that buried landscape. 
The evidence seems to suggest that this eyot was a 
major focus of Neolithic/early Bronze Age occu- 
pation, though this may have been periodic or 
seasonal in nature, possibly occurring during the 
drier summer months. There are indications of 
early f arming, possibly supplementing a diet largely 
provided by hunting and fishing, and associated 
ritual preparations. The data from Hopton Street 
are significant within the wider parameters of 
prehistoric Southwark and the environment of 
the lower Thames floodplain in general. 
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