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Hackney Past.. . 
A RECENT excavation by English Heritage and theGeography 
Department of Royal Holloway College has revealed a former 
channel of the Thames, dating to about ~oo,ooo years ago. 
Deposits located eight and a half metres under the Nightingale 
Estate provided valuable evidence for the local environment 
during a warm spell within the Ice Age. The site is not far f rom 
Stoke Newington, where Worthington Smith found hundreds 
of hand-axes in the 188os, and may help to date the earlier finds. 

Species so f ar identif ied include Dung beetles (Onthophajus), the 
Belgrandia marginata mollusc and seeds from the Firethorn 
shrub (Pyracantha), all native to the Mediterranean. They dem- 
onstrate that this was a time of exceptionally high temperatures 
in Britain, and the Dung beetles hint at the presence of elephant 
and rhinoceros. Much more identification work remains; the 
project manager says "We have never had so much wonderful 
evidence from this period before. Over the coming months we 
will analyse all the samples and be able to create a detailed 
climatic picture including indications of the temperatures, 
humidity, and the length of seasons in Hackney." 

. . . and now 
TWO ORGANISATIONS based in Hackney were awarded 
grants from the Heritage Grant Fund for 2000-2003 in Febru- 
ary. The Hackney Society was awarded &JOO "to explore and 
document the contribution of ethnic minorities communities 
to the historical, social cultural and physical development of 
Hackney", while the Hackney Building Exploratory was 
awarded a further 630,ooo "towards an interactive exhibition 
exploring how buildings and the built environment are created 
and the role local people can play in this process. We look 
forward to teporting on the outcomes of these projects. 

Pride of place for Newham's porcelain 
THE NEWHAM Museum Service's exhibition Made a t  New 
Canton: the story of Bow Porcelain 1756-1776 celebrates the 250th 
anniversary of the Bow porcelain factory, as well as being part 
of the Newham Millennium Celebrations (see Diary). The 
Museum's entire collection of over 80 pieces will be on display, 
much of which has been in store and unseen for years. 

Working in partnership with the English Ceramic Circle, and 
supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund, the exhibition com- 
memorates astory of local achievement. In themid-18th century 
inventors throughout thecountry were trying to reproduce the 
secret recipe that would unlock the mystery of the fine porce- 
lain wares of the Chinese. In Newham, Thomas Frye succeeded 
using bone ash in a carefully guarded secret recipe to make 
strong-bodied china that could take the hot water that would 
make the fashionable teas of rhe day. 

The New Canton factory, which was situated on the banks of 
the River Lea near the Bow Flyover and Stratford High Street, 
was in production for less than 30 years, but in that short time 
it became internationally renowned for its fine figures and 
everyday tableware that adorned middle-class houses. The exhi- 
bition will reveal the artistic influences behind the work of the 
factory, the use of Oriental and classic imagery and links with 
the London stage. 

Re-excavatin Newham's archaeol ical archive 
WHEN THE # ewham Museum ArchaeTogical Smice was 
closed in 1997 (see LA g, no.5 (1997) n4), the computer records of 
some 180 archaeological sites excavated by the Service and its 
predecessors, the Passmore Edwards Museum and the Manor 
Farm Museum, were consigned to a sort of digital limbo. The 

archive included data f rom unpublished sitesin theBronze Age 
Thames wetlands, as well as Tilbury Fort, Stratford Langthorne 
and Barking Abbeys. As tlme passed, the media on which the 
archive was held was becoming obsolete, and would eventually 
have become unreadable and lost. 

This archive has been 'rescued' by Keith Westcott of the 
Archaeology Data Service in York. As Keith explains "The 
formatsof computer fileschangerapidly.Afi1ecreatedin state- 
of-the-art software one year becomes obsolete the next, as the 
software is replaced with more powerful versions. Old disks 
become obsolete when you can't find a machine that will read 
them. Then there is the problem that magnetic disks and tapes 
can become corrupted quite easily." Keith has 'rescued' and 
preserved over 7,000 files from 220 disks, containing some 120 

megabytes of data that would otherwise have been lost for 
good. Ancient sof tware and archaic formats f rom the seventies 
and eighties have been uncovered, and the data in them moved 
to modern standards. 

The ADS website is at http://ads/ahds.ac.uk/ , the catalogue is at 
http://ads/ahds.ac.uk/catalogue/ and the Newham Field Work 
Archive can be located as an "Excavation and Fieldwork Ar- 
chive" from the "Project Archive" area of the catalogue. Use of 
the ADS catalogue is provided free of charge to amateur and 
academic researchers. 

Show some initiative 
THE LOCAL History Initiative (LHI), devised by the Country- 
side Agency, is a national grant scheme that helps local groups 
to investigate, explain and care for the local landscape, land- 
marks, traditions and culture. It was launched in Fcbruary 2000 

and is planned to run for ten years, backed by B m  from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund and .&m from Nationwide. 

Local groups will be able to seek grant aid for costs associated 
with: an investigation of their local heritage, leading to an 
explanation and presentation of information discovered; mate- 
rial and labour for a programme of community-led action, 
based on any previous investigation and explanation work, e.g. 
conservation or restoration of heritage assets; work to help 
public access, enjoyment and appreciation of heritage assets and 
their cultural or historic associations. 

Standard grants are between 63,000 and 61s,ooo, to cover 60% 
of project costs. The remaining 40% may be made u from cash, 
in-kind donations, volunteer labour or a mix o f  t h e e  For 
further information contact Local Heritage Initiative, John 
Dower House, Crescent Place, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire 
GLSO 3RA, tel. 01242 521 381. 

Mini-museums for schools 
THE MUSEUM of London has started a project to create 'mini- 
museums' f or use in primary and special schools in London. The 
mini-museum boxes, which are to be lodged permanently with 
schools, will be geared towards Key Stage 2 of the National 
Curriculum. Each box contains both real material (most of it 
poorly stratified finds from old digs) and replicas. There are 
samian and other pottery sherds, f ragments of tiles, tesserae and 
oyster shells. The replicas comprise a complete mortarium, a 
samian cu a glass oil bottle, a bronze manicure seet, a wooden 
writing tahct and bronze stylus, a pottery lamp in the shape of 
a foot, a Medusa head pendant and two coins. Teachers' notes 
and worksheets are also included. A pilot scheme of 200 boxes, 
being distributed to a selection of schools, is funded by the 
Department f or Education and Employment, with sponsorship 
from Talco, S J Gaskets and the Stewart Company. 


