
may be regarded as part of the same general Late 
Bronze Age settlement which was excavated above 
rhe floodplain at Prospect Parkn. 

I t  may be significant that all three trackways were 
\imilarly oriented. If indications of an Early Iron 
.\ge (or slightly earlier) date are correct for the 
I'ownmead site's track, then it should be regarded 
as one element of a widespread, organised pattern 
of CO-axial field systems and tracks which appear 
to have proliferated in the Thames region in the 
Late Bronze Age to Early Iron Age period13. This 
emphasis on land division may be associated with 
zocial, economic and political changes in the Late 
Bronze Age, with more defined settlement areas 
and land ownership. The Townmead trackway, 
like the other nearby examples, was oriented to- 
ivards the River Colne, which may indicate that 
access to the river was via such tracks. The River 
Colne was likely to have been a major line of 
iommunication in prehistoric times. 

Recent evaluation of the Prospect Park site by 
Wessex Archaeology1+ included trenching and au- 
gering of 'Field 4', close to the south of the 
Townmead School site. Widespread alluvium de- 
rived from flooding of the River Colne, covered 
much of the area. A lack of alluviation in trenches 
along the north edge of the field, c. zoom south- 
west of the Townmead site, was interpreted as the 
south edge of a higher gravel terrace (upon which 
the Townmead site is situated). A single trench, 
however, in the north-west of Field 4, and to the 
rz. Op. cit. f n I. 
Ir Op. cit. f n  9. 
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north of the terrace, produced further alluvium. 

It  is postulated here that a palaeochannel, extend- 
ing to the north, may have produced this alluvium 
and that it might have been the same feature as the 
former stream which was encountered c. 70m to 
the north-west in Townmead School Area I. 

The identification of two further palaeochannels 
at the Townmead site indicates that the higher 
gravel terrace here was crossed by several streams. 
They were finally filled with alluvium derived 
from flooding of the River Colne, probably as part 
of the deposition sequence which capped thegravel 
terrace to the south-west. 

No cultural material with which to date the flood- 
ing was found in the Prospect Park evaluation. 
Assuming that the alluviation in Area I was con- 
temporary with the Field 4 alluvium, the 'indica- 
tive' Early Iron Age date of the hearth feature, 
which was sealed by alluvium, gains significance. 
It  suggests, at least, that the widespread alluviation, 
with its consequent effects on human land use, 
was occurring in the late prehistoric period. 

To conclude, no settlement evidence was found at 
the site. Evidence of temporary prehistoric camp- 
sites has been recorded however (in the form of 
hearths and burnt flint concentrations), where the 
resources of the f loodplain may have been utilised. 
In addition, landscape divisions of late prehistoric 
and Roman date provide indications that the ter- 
race was cleared for agricultural use at these times. 

Combined Business Centre Prospect Park, Harmondsworth, 
West London Archaeological Evaluation Wessex Archaeology 
(1993) 11-13~37 (Chart 6). 

Excavations and post-excavation work 
City of London. Museum of London Archaeology Service, 
LValker House,87Queen Victoria Street, London EC4V 4AB(020 
-410 2200). 

Croydon & District, processing and cataloguing of excavated 
and museum collections every Tuesday throughout the year. 
Archaeological reference collection of fabric types, domestic 
animal bones,clay tobacco pipesand glass ware also available f or 
comparative work. Enquiries to Jim Davison, 28 Blenheim Park 
Road, South Croydon, CR2 6BB. 

Greater London, by Museum of London Archaeology Service. 
Excavations and processing in all areas. General enquiries to  
UOLAS, Walker House, 87 Queen Victoria Street, London E C ~ V  

+ A B  (020 7410 2200). 

Borough of Greenwich. Cataloguing of excavated and other 
archaeological material, the majority from sites in the borough. 
For further information contact Greenwich Borough Mu- 
scum, 232 Plumstead High Street, s~18 IJT (020 8855 3240). 

Hammersmith & Fulham, by Fulham Archaeological Rescue 

Group. Processing of material from the Borough. Tuesdays, 
8.00 pm.-10 pm. at Fulham Palace, Bishop's Avenue, Fulham 
PalaceRoad,sw6.Contact Keith Whitehouse,% Rannoch Road, 
W6 9sX (020 73% 3723). 
Kingston, by Kingston upon Thames Archaeological Society 
(KUTAS). Processing and cataloguing of excavated and museum 
collections every Thursday (10 a.m.) at the North Kingston 
Centre, Richmond Road, Kingston upon Thames KT2 ~ P E .  En- 
quiries 020 8546 5386. 

Surrey, by Surrey County Archaeological Unit. Enquiries to  
Rob Poulton, Archaeological Unit Manager,Old Library Head- 
quarters, 25 West Street, Dorking,  RH^ IDE (01306 886 466). 

Individual membership of the Council for British Archaeology 
includes ro issues a year of British Archaeology, as well as the 
supplement CBA Briefing, whichgives detailsof conferences, extra- 
mural courses, summerschools, trainingexcavationsand sites where 
volunteers are needed. The individual subscription rate of bz0p.a. 
includes postage; payment should be sent to C.B.A., Bowes Morrell 
House, III Walmgate, York, ror ZUA (or904 671417). 


