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Mosaic
Earliest naming of Roman London
A stone plaque found on a PCA excavation in
Southwark in October is the earliest known
physical proof of London’s Roman name, dating
to about AD 150. The text of the inscription reads:
NVM AVGG
DEOMARTICA
MVLO TIBERINI
VS CELERIANVS
C BELL
MORITIX
LONDINENSI
VM
* * * MVS * * *
* * * VI * * *
This has been transcribed as:
Num(inibus) Aug(ustorum), Deo Marti Camulo
Tiberinus Celerianus civis Bell(ovacus), moritex (sc
negotiatorum) Londiniensium [p]rimus (?) [pos]ui[t]
and translated as:
‘To the spirits of the emperors (and) the god Mars
Camulos, Tiberinus Celerianus, of the Bellovaci
(and) ranking (?) moritex of the (traders) of
London, set this up’.
The term moritex has been found on an
inscription from Cologne, and is thought to be a
Celtic word meaning ‘trader’, according to Mark
Hassall. (information from Nansi Rosenberg of
consultants E C Harris).

The Camley Street massacre
On 26 November, news broke that archaeologists
working on the site of the Camley Street
Cemetery at St Pancras had been ordered off the
site as Rail Link Engineering prepared to start
digging it out to make way for the Kings’s Cross
terminal of the Channel Tunnel Rail Link.
Apparently, they had only been on site for three
weeks of the months scheduled, and had only
excavated a small fraction of the cemetery;
estimates of its size vary from 2000-7000 graves.
The cemetery is an extension of the churchyard
of St Pancras Old Church, much of which was
destroyed when St Pancras station was built in
the 19th century. The extension was opened in
1791 for the burial of refugees from the French
revolution, and continued in use until the 1850s.
Protests from English Heritage, the CBA, and
pressure groups has so far had little effect,

because the work is carried out under a special
Act of Parliament of 1996. We hope to have
better news to report in the next issue.

A new vision for conservation in London
English Heritage has recently published a report,
Changing London: an historic city for a modern
world, which highlights the crucial contribution
that London’s special historic character makes to
people’s quality of life and the capital’s economy.
It points out that the best way to regenerate run-
down areas is to build on their historic value, and
that the parks and gardens of London are
seriously under-funded. London’s history and
architecture are the reason why the tourist
industry is London’s second biggest earner, and
need to play a key role in London’s development.
Copies of the report can be downloaded from the
English Heritage website, www.english-
heritage.org.uk.

A Class act for London’s archaeology
Class, the Centre for London Archaeological
Studies, has been set up to help achieve the
Institute of Archaeology’s aim of playing “a major
role in furthering the understanding of London’s
archaeological and historical past”. It acts as the
focus and facilitator for the Institute’s research on
themes relating to London, and particularly on the
wide range of materials held by the Museum of
London in the London Archaeological Archive.
This occupies two sites, the main one being the
Research Centre at Mortimer Wheeler House,
Eagle Wharf Road, N1, while the excavated
human remains are housed in the Centre for
Human Bioarchaeology at the Museum’s
Barbican site.
For further information, contact Gustav Milne,
class, Institute of Archaeology, 31-34 Gordon
Square, London WC1H 0PY, tel. (020) 7679
4737, email g.milne@ucl.ac.uk.

New display for the Geffrye Museum
The Geffrye Museum in east London is one of ten
museums to receive a grant from the new
Museums and Galleries Improvement Fund,
funded jointly by the Culture Department and the
Wolfson Foundation. The grant of £60,000 is for
the creation of a permanent display in one of the
museum’s historic almshouses.


