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What future for the Rose?
Readers may remember the furore caused by the
discovery of remains of the Rose Theatre on a
building site in Southwark in 1988 (see Vol. 6, no.
3, 62-5). The projected office building was
expensively redesigned to avoid the remains,
which were reburied and monitored under a
‘temporary’ cover while their future was decided.
Fifteen years on, with the protective cover well
past its sell-by date, the Rose Theatre Trust has
announced plans for a £5m project to complete
the excavations and to preserve the remains on
site as a permanent visitor attraction. Not all
archaeological opinion favours this option; the
remains are very fragile, and visitor numbers may
not be sufficient to ensure their long-term
preservation. However, the present ‘temporary’
protection cannot continue indefinitely, and a
decision on the site’s future is urgently needed.

Changing London, changing heritage
Changing London is the title of a newsletter from
English Heritage, setting out views on the
relevance of London’s heritage for the city’s
development and sustainability. It stresses the
importance of relatively small-scale projects on
heritage sites – such as a shopping terrace in
Forest Gate and a church in Hoxton – for the
successful regeneration of inner-city areas. It
contrasts this with the threats to the historic
environment and to the quality of life in London
posed by the draft London Plan. Future issues
will look at topics such as London’s open spaces
and waterways. Contact English Heritage
Customer Services on 0870 333 1181 for a copy.

Epitaph for St. Pancras
After the uproar over the CTRL scheme’s
treatment of the St. Pancras’ cemetery (see Vol.
10, no. 3, 84), the issue appears to have been
resolved satisfactorily, and the human remains
are being removed in a way that meets most of
the archaeological and religious concerns that
were expressed at the time. However, bigger
questions remain unanswered, and there seems
to be nothing to prevent a similar story being
repeated elsewhere. Part of the problem is the
power of legislation for large infrastructure
projects (such as CTRL) to over-ride existing
legislation on the protection of the historic
environment.

Mosaic
The port of Roman London?
The ability of London’s archaeology to surprise
and puzzle was demonstrated yet again over the
winter, by the discovery of a major Roman
building on a PCA excavation off The Highway in
Shadwell (see front cover). The site, which lies
about a mile east of Londinium, is next to the
enigmatic ’signal tower’ excavated in the 1970s.
In the north, there is evidence for clay-and-timber
buildings with decorated wall plaster, and many
‘small finds’ such as coins. In the south are the
remains of a substantial stone building, with
evidence for at least ten rooms, some with under-
floor heating. Although some of the walls survive
to a height of 1.5m (5 ft), floor levels are badly
damaged and there are few portable finds,
making both the date and the function of the
building difficult to determine. It seems most likely
that at least part of the building is a bath suite,
raising the question of why one should be located
this far from the town. The most exciting
explanation (though not the only one), would be
to relate it to other Roman finds in the area, and
to an in-filled former channel of the Thames, and
see it as part of the dockside facilities of a down-
river port serving Londinium, Much more work will
have to be done in the area before we can have
any definite answers.
The excavation has now finished, the remains
have been carefully buried under sand and
shingle, and a small block of flats will be built on
the site.

Museum in Docklands to open at last
We continue our ‘docks’ theme with news that the
long-awaited Museum in Docklands will open to
the public on Saturday 24 May, on a new site
near Canary Wharf. The search for a home and a
management structure for this collection of arte-
facts and records relating to London’s river and
docks has been long and complicated, but thanks
to over £14m from the Heritage Lottery Fund, as
well as support from DCMS, the Corporation of
London and Canary Wharf Group plc, progress
has been made. The Museum in Docklands Trust
(set up in 1996 to oversee the collection and the
development of the Museum), has agreed to a
merger with the Museum of London as the best
way of securing the future of the collection and
public access to it. We hope to review the new
museum in a future issue.


