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Books
The Archaeology of Reformation 1480–1580
(eds) David Gaimster and Roberta Gilchrist
Society for Post-Medieval Archaeology 
Monograph 1, 2003
486 pages, many figs, bibliographies and index. 
£75
The image that this title conjures up is of ruined 
abbeys in romantic landscapes. As this collection 
of conference papers shows, the picture is far 
more complex. Here we also see sweeping 
changes to urban landscapes, the recycling of 
major buildings into secular palaces and 
mansions, the re-ordering of parish churches, 
changes in burial practices, and a new fashion in 
funerary monuments. Also, we learn that the 
Reformation was not so much an event as a 
process; not only were there several stages of 
which the Dissolution was just one, but they 
tended to unfold at different rates in different 
regions and in different countries. In other words, 
the pattern is that there is no pattern, but the 
playing out of national policies against a myriad of 
local circumstances.
London readers will find tantalising glimpses of as 
yet unpublished sites in Barney Sloane’s 
“Tenements in London’s Monasteries c. 1450–
1540”, and new angles in Christopher Philpotts’ 
“The Houses of Henry VIII’s Courtiers in London” 
and John Schofield’s “Some Aspects of the 
Reformation of Religious Space in London, 1540–
1660”. Clearly, we can expect some significant 
publications on London’s monastic sites in the 
next few years, for which these short 
contributions can only whet the appetite. But at 
this price, this is a book to borrow rather than to 
buy.
Clive Orton
Royal Gardeners The History of Britain’s 
Royal Gardens
Alan Titchmarsh
BBC Publications, 2003
192 pages, plans and illustrations, index. £25 
hardback
Despite being apparently designed to appeal to a 
wide audience: keen gardeners, royal followers 
and those fans who will buy anything written by 
this popular television presenter, this is not 
merely a coffee table book. Covering not only 
garden design but the evolution of the garden 

from the preserve of the wealthy to a major 
modern hobby, it also contains biographies of the 
commissioning Royals, garden designers and the 
gardeners themselves, along with some of their 
early gardening implements.
The book also describes the introduction of some 
of what are now considered to be native plants 
into Britain, and has some quirky touches such as 
the recipe for skirret pie, and has notes peppered 
with the author’s usual humour. It also serves as 
a prompt for the chronologically challenged, with 
useful listings of Royal lineages.
Encapsulating some of the finest extant (and lost) 
gardens in the country, and beautifully illustrated 
on virtually every page, this book will appeal to 
those with an eye for a good photograph. There 
are also some wonderful reproductions of period 
illustrations that include paintings of lost palaces 
and plans of early gardens.
Given the scale of some of these horticultural 
masterpieces, they would not be easy to emulate, 
but the book is so well illustrated and described 
that anyone with an eye for some element of 
design should be able to garner and idea or two 
for there own plot.
All in all, this is a wonderful celebration of some 
of the most glorious gardens in Britain, and 
should prove to be an encouragement to the 
reader to visit and admire.
Jeni Stewart

Textiles in Archaeology
John Peter Wild
Shire Archaeology, 2003
68 pages, 45 illustrations, bibliography, index. 
£5.99
Among the technological developments taking 
place during the spread of early modern human 
populations, that of using natural resources to 
provide clothing has not left any surviving 
evidence in Britain until near the end of the Late 
Upper Palaeolithic period.
The text of this book is clear and concise, and is 
well supported by the illustrations. There is an 
initial discussion of textile survival, in which the 
perishable nature of the material is emphasised, 
as one reason for its comparative scarcity among 
archaeological remains. However, two attested 
finds of silk fabric have been recovered from 
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Romano-British sites in England; one is from Kent 
and the other from Colchester.
The main part of the book deals with the sources 
of natural fibres, and the preparation of them 
through spinning and weaving to the production 
of the basic cloth. The final treatments of these 
fabrics are described in details to the point at 
which the cloth is ready to be made into 
garments.
The production of non-woven fabrics is discussed 
in the latter section of the book, along with 
embroidery and the use of needles. The earliest 
examples of them so far known in Britain are of 
bone, from Late Upper Palaeolithic contexts in 
Kent’s Cavern, Devon.
Pat Nicolaysen
London Revealed: Uncovering London’s 
Hidden History
Julian Shuckburgh
HarperCollins Publishers, 2003
192 pages, copious aerial photographs in colour 
with overlays, chronology, index. £25.00 
hardback
The author introduces this book by placing the 
reader in a passenger seat on a flight coming into 
Heathrow: seeing modern London from above, 
but perhaps knowing little of the past that has 
been instrumental in shaping the present. He 
then “reveals” the past through the use of recent 
aerial photographs taken by Getmapping as part 
of its Millennium Map of Britain project. 
Archaeological, historical and current data are 
then overlaid onto the photographs, and although 
some brief descriptive text is added, 
communication to the reader is largely through 
the illustrations.
London past and present is covered by a series 
of themed double-page spreads that start by 
describing environmental changes through 
prehistory, and the development of London’s 
geology. The book continues with an extensive 
range of themes ranging from the Tower of 
London to the distribution of public libraries in 
West London, with stops along the way to include 
spreads on the layout of the London 
Underground, Diplomacy and Spying, the Jack 
the Ripper murders in Whitechapel, Dickens’s 
London, the current distribution of strip clubs and 
pubs, and many more.
The ambitious nature of this project means that 
details within the themes are sometimes dealt 
with in a rather cavalier fashion, and one example 
concerns the Middle Saxon settlement of 

Lundenwic. The author describes this as a port 
and market place (confidently asserting that it 
was “not a religious centre”), and locates it to the 
west of the Roman city walls. He then 
unfortunately uses the overlay on the aerial 
photograph to misplace it within the city walls to 
the east, somehow ignoring the currently 
accepted site of Lundenwic between Trafalgar 
Square and the Aldwych.
A further example can be seen in the 
transposition of coloured overlays on the Great 
Fire spread, which shows the area of destruction 
at its maximum extent on 3rd September and 
then contracting to a small central zone by 5th 
September, instead of starting at the centre and 
then expanding.
Such errors are not only frustrating, but they are 
also likely to encourage the reader to develop a 
suspicious and even hypercritical approach to the 
rest of the information that is provided. In short, 
while the high quality of the aerial photography is 
to be applauded, this cannot be recommended as 
a book for the serious archaeologist or historian. 
It is to be hoped that it will succeed in attracting a 
perhaps less demanding readership elsewhere.
Richard Gilpin
An excavation in the western cemetery of 
Roman London. Atlantic House, City of London
Sadie Watson
Museum of London Archaeology Service, 2003
74 pages, black and white photographs and 
drawings, bibliography, index. £8.95 paperback.
Atlantic House was the island block between 
Farringdon Street and Shoe Lane that was re-
developed in 1999. Its chief archaeological 
interest was its location 300m outside the walls of 
Londinium, on the north of Watling St, on the 
west of the River Fleet and thus in an area likely 
to contain Roman burials, which duly turned up in 
a pile trench. This is the report on the 19 
inhumations and 29 deposits of cremated human 
bone that were subsequently excavated under 
watching brief conditions from the central area of 
the site.
This book follows the familiar MoLAS format, with 
an introduction, stratigraphic account of the site, 
analysis of aspects of the cemetery, a catalogue 
detailing each burial and specialist appendices.
Sites of this size present a problem for report 
writers; large enough to warrant a separate 
publication, but too small to draw other than 
rather tentative conclusions. Thus we have an 
area used for funerals chiefly in the 2nd–3rd 
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centuries AD, with both burial and inhumation 
being practiced throughout. A cemetery 
population that was generally healthy during life 
and eating a well-balanced diet, who left for the 
hereafter with rather modest grave goods. Two 
clusters of graves may indicate family plots, or 
maybe not, as the skeletons showed no repeated 
heritable variations. Two elderly, well-nourished 
men who were laid to rest in crudely-made oak 
coffins may have been among the better off.
The areas used in the Roman period for burials to 
the east and north of the City, and in Southwark, 
are now relatively well defined. Burials clearly 
took place over a large area to the west, but other 
activities were also taking place. This report is to 
be welcomed as a step forward in understanding 
what was happening outside the City limits.
Rose Baillie

Campbell Bunk. The worst street in North 
London between the wars
Jerry White
Pimlico 2003. First published Routledge & Kegan 
Paul 1986
312 pages, with black and white photographs, 
tables, notes, bibliography, index. £12.50 
paperback.
This book is the result of eight years of study by a 
social historian who once worked as a public 
health inspector in Holloway and went on to 
become a Local Government Ombudsman. 
Campbell Bunk had all the features one expects 
of a notorious street; indifferently built, 
overcrowded, poorly maintained housing, often let 
as furnished rooms for families who could not 
afford better. Irregular incomes, street gambling, 
prostitution, public and domestic violence and 
crime existed alongside a certain street 
camaraderie that united the people of the Bunk 
against the disapproving outside world. White has 
combined extensive documentary research with 
oral history to produce an analytical account of 
those we now term ‘the underclass’ and the 
economic conditions that produced them.
Rose Baillie

Victorian Ordnance Survey Collection: 
London
David and Charles 2004
Four maps in paper sleeves, within a cardboard 
folder. £14.99
This comprises four facsimiles of the first edition 
one inch to a mile Ordnance Survey maps 

covering London and large portions of the Home 
Counties.  These are original sheets number 1, 6, 
7 and 8. David and Charles sheet numbers 71 
(London and Windsor); 72 (Brentwood and East 
London); 79 (Dorking and Kingston) and 80 
(Maidstone).
The sheets are presented as accurate facsimiles, 
with cartographical notes at the bottom of each 
sheet prepared by Dr J. B. Hartley. These notes 
are the essential reading for the cartophile on the 
details of the original survey, drawing, engraving 
and the various electrotype printing throughout 
the 19th century.
As ever with all maps, the place of interest is 
always on the edge; central London is spread 
across two sheets. The detail on these maps is a 
tantalising picture of isolated settlements such as 
Barking, Ruislip, and Ealing, the row of buildings 
in bucolic Heath Row or Wimbledon station in 
splendid isolation from the settlement of 
Wimbledon on the hill. The spread of the railway 
ultimately led to the conurbation spreading and 
joining up these places.
The question is: who is the boxed set aimed at? 
Surely the London local historian would reject 
these maps for larger-scale paper facsimiles, 
which have substantial coverage of central 
London. Non-available early OS maps can be 
custom acquired for specific areas. I think the 
attraction lies in examining these maps for large 
scale trends in urban developments to marvel at 
the ingenuity of the early railway builders. To 
possibly imagine the rural backwater in the 19th 
century that is now your busy neighbourhood.
In short, the ideal present for the previously 
mentioned cartophile who likes to curl up with a 
good map.
Roy Stephenson

Also received
Discovering London Street Names
John Wittich
Shire Publications 2003
136 pages, 49 illus., index. £5.99

Discovering London Ceremonial and 
Traditions
Julian Paget
Shire Publications 2003
96 pages, 66 illus., index. £5.99


