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Mosaic
Medieval buildings found at the Tower of 
London
A group of fourteenth-century buildings has been 
discovered lining the riverside front of the Tower 
of London. Their existence was known from a 
1544 drawing by Anthonis van der Wyngaerde, 
and from a contract dated 1389, which records 
their construction during the time that Geoffrey 
Chaucer was Clerk of the King’s Works at the 
Tower.
Physical evidence of the buildings only emerged 
when a large section of the south moat collapsed 
in February last year, undermined by the roots of 
a nearby plane tree. Subsequent excavations 
uncovered some of the structures that once 
crowded along Tower Wharf, an area of industrial 
significance for the Tower, where arms and 
armour were once manufactured and stored.

Roman tileworks found in Reigate
Recent development work on the site of Rosehill, 
Doods Way, Reigate, has revealed the remains of 
a Roman tileworks, dating to the second or third 
centuries. Much of the structure of the kiln was 
still in place. This discovery has serious 
implications for the sourcing of the tiles found in 
major buildings in Roman London, many of which 
have been attributed to the kilns at Ashtead, 
about 12 km (7 miles) north-west of Reigate.

Mithras to move?
Fifty years after its discovery by Professor W. F. 
Grimes, and its reconstruction in Queen Victoria 
Street, the future of London’s Temple of Mithras 
is again in doubt. The area in which it stands is 
due for redevelopment, and discussions are in 
progress about its possible relocation in the base-
ment of the new building.

Ancient Londoners speak for themselves
The latest issue of the Museum of London’s 
newsletter Archaeology Matters (Spring 2004, 
Human Biology Special) contains fascinating 
evidence from post-excavation work on some of 
London’s excavated cemeteries.
The huge cemetery of St Mary Spital (over 
10,000 skeletons, excavated between 1999 and 
2002) has shown clear evidence for the existence 
of syphilis in London c. 1300, disproving the 

common belief that it was introduced to Europe 
from the New World about two hundred years 
later.
The controversial cemetery at St Pancras Old 
Church (see LA 10, no. 3, 84) is beginning to 
yield information about the health and burial 
practices of the immigrants who fled to London to 
escape the French Revolution. Here is the 
combination of excellent preservation with 
documentary evidence that is likely to lead to 
fresh insights.
All this work is not taking place in isolation. A 
three-year project, funded by the Wellcome Trust, 
will create a database of nearly 5000 skeletons 
from 55 sites in London plus 8000 from 
Spitalfields, which will be able to be consulted 
either online on in-house.
If you would like to receive Archaeology Matters 
regularly, please phone (020) 7814 5730.

News from the Web
The Museum of London’s Ceramic and Glass 
Collection can now be explored through the Web. 
The collection is part of the museum’s designated 
collections, and the project to store, catalogue, 
digitise and develop access to it, funded by the 
Museums, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA) 
through its Designation Challenge Fund (DCF), 
was completed in May 2004. The site can be 
accessed via the museums main site, 
www.museumoflondon.org.uk.
Pre-construct Archaeology has recently set up its 
own website (www.preconstruct.com), which 
includes site summaries back to 1994, organised 
by year and borough (very much like our Round-
up format), as well as more detailed interim 
reports of the more important sites, such as 
Tabard Square, Southwark, and Woolwich 
Arsenal.

Resource for 20th-century London
The Museums, Libraries and Archives Council 
has made a grant of £325,000 to a joint project of 
the Museum of London and the London Transport 
Museum to create a learning resource about 
20th-century London. Funded through the 
Renaissance in the Regions scheme, the grant 
will give electronic access to 9000 objects from 
the museums’ collections.


