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Introduction
The Museum of London Archaeology Service 
(MoLAS) undertook two stages of excavation at 
8–10 Old Jewry, London EC2, in advance of 
construction work (Fig. 1). Evaluation test pits 
were followed by the 1998 excavation of five 
trenches (labelled A–E) within the footprint of a 
proposed new lift shaft. The second stage of 

works took place during the summer of 1999, 
when two trenches (numbered 6 and 7) were 
excavated at the location of proposed drainage 
inspection chambers. Subsequent excavation of 
drainage trenches was monitored under watching 
brief conditions (Fig. 2). This report incorporates 
the results from all stages of work. The site 
records, archived under site code OJW98, are 
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Fig. 1: site location (scale 1:2500)
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available for reference and further study at the 
London Archaeological Archive and Research 
Centre (LAARC).

Geology and topography
The City of London lies above gravel terraces 
deposited by the flow of the River Thames. The 
site at 8–10 Old Jewry lies between two of the 
western tributaries of the Walbrook, one of the 
‘lost’ rivers of London. Natural deposits on the 
site were composed of sandy gravels, with an 
upper surface dropping from 9.90m OD in the 
west to 9.30m OD in the east, conforming to the 
location of the site on the western slope of the 
Walbrook valley.

Archaeological and historical back-
ground
There is little evidence for prehistoric activity in 
the immediate vicinity of the Old Jewry site. 
There is however, a substantial amount of 
information regarding the Roman period. Large-
scale excavations nearby to the south at 1 Poultry 
revealed extensive evidence of the settlement’s 
road network and associated domestic and 
commercial buildings, dating from the mid 1st 
century onwards.1 Development was interrupted 
by the Boudican revolt of AD 60/61, but the town 

was rebuilt and continued to expand until the 
Hadrianic fire of c. AD125–130. Occupation was 
apparently less intense after this date, with some 
building plots left vacant and ‘dark earth’ forming 
in places, but fine private houses were also built 
in the Middle Walbrook area and along the 
roadsides at Poultry until the mid 4th century.
There was no evidence for occupation in the area 
between the 5th and 9th centuries. The main east-
west Roman road leading west from the 
Walbrook crossing to Newgate fell into disrepair 
and was realigned to form Cheapside in the late 
Saxon period. Late Saxon sunken buildings have 
been excavated at several sites in the vicinity, 
including 36–37 King Street, 33–34 Old Jewry2 
and 72–75 Cheapside.3 Old Jewry became known 
as ‘Jewry’ as early as 1181 as the street lay within 
the principal area of settlement for the Jewish 
community in London. The Magna Scola or 
Great Synagogue stood at the junction of Old 
Jewry and Lothbury. A 12th-century mikveh or 
ritual bath was recently discovered during 
excavations at 30 Gresham Street and a second 
mikveh identified from earlier excavations in 

Fig. 2: location of areas of archaeological 
investigation

Fig. 3: 1st- and 2nd-century Roman features
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Gresham Street near Guildhall Yard.4 The 
medieval street plan of the area remained largely 
the same until the 20th century.

The archaeological sequence
Early Roman development; AD 50–140
The earliest extant activity at the site was dated to 
the early Roman period and included a large 
quarry pit overlain by dumped brickearth and 
gravel levelling deposits in Open Area 2 (not 
illustrated)
In trench B, near the northern side of the 
excavation area, these dumps were sealed by a 
metalled surface orientated east-west and forming 
part of Road 1 (Fig. 3). The pottery assemblage 
from the road’s construction levels can be dated 
to the pre-Flavian period, or before AD 69. 
Several early forms of pottery were identified, 
including a la Graufesenque samian ware cup, 
Dragendorff form 24/25, dated c. AD 50–70, and 
an early bead-rimmed jar in north Kent shell-
tempered ware, dated c. AD 50–80. A steep-sided 
ditch ran along the south side of the road. Its fill 
contained 1st-century pottery and was overlain by 
later phases of road metalling.
To the south of the roadside drain a series of 
stakeholes and two possible postholes formed 
Structure 1, cutting into the levelling dumps and 
forming an east–west orientated structure 
stretching for at least 10m. Structure 1 may have 
been a fence line associated with the road. Pottery 

dating points to the structure falling into disuse in 
the late 1st or early 2nd century AD.
Another quarry pit lay to the south of the fence 
line in Open Area 3 (not illustrated). Part of the 
lower portion of a horn-shaped drinking vessel 
(or rhyton) <57> was recovered from pit fill [653] 
(Fig. 4).5 A small piece of ceramic lamp <68>, in 
Cologne colour-coated ware dated to AD 100–
140 and showing a lion attacking a mule, came 
from the same context (Fig. 5).
Two buildings dated to after AD 90 overlay Open 
Area 3 to the south of Road 1. Building 1, which 
was rebuilt in AD 120–140, was located to the 
west, with Building 2 to the east. The building 
materials and techniques utilised within their 
construction were typical of 1st- and 2nd-century 
Roman London. Industrial waste consisting of 
hammerscale, hearth bottoms and a possible 
crucible fragment was recovered from Building 1, 
representing secondary smithing activity and 
possibly an associated industrial purpose. 
Industrial waste was also recovered from Open 
Area 4, a small open area between Buildings 1 
and 2. No industrial waste was found in 
association with Building 2 and the overall 
amount of waste recovered does not suggest that 
a significant degree of industrial activity was 
occurring on the site during this period.
Post-Hadrianic occupation; AD 140–400
Although Structure 1 had fallen into disuse by the 
early to mid 2nd century, the boundary line was 
retained and a new ditch (Structure 2 – not 
illustrated) established along a very similar 
orientation. The ditch was at least 1m wide and 
on average 0.50m deep with steep sides. A 3m-

Fig. 4: lower part of a horn-shaped glass drinking 
vessel (rhyton) <57> (scale 1:2)

Fig. 5: remnant of ceramic lamp <68> in Cologne 
colour-coated ware (scale 1:1)
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wide gap in the ditch, represented by the presence 
of a terminus end, may have been an intentional 
access point across the ditch and onto Road 1 
from the south, perhaps marking the location of 
an alley or pathway between roadside properties. 
The ditch fills contained a large amount of gravel, 
probably material washed in from the road.
A large pit cutting into the remains of Building 1 
represented the continued use of an enlarged 
Open Area 4. The pit was overlain by make-up 
deposits containing pottery dated to AD 120–160. 
These make-up deposits provided a surface for 
the mortar bedding of a plain red tessellated floor. 
Two other small pieces of the floor were seen to 
the east, and taken together these sections of floor 
represent the construction of Building 3 (not 
illustrated) on the site of Building 1 and adjacent 
parts of Open Area 4. An east-west orientated 
robber trench to the north of the tessellated floor 
could indicate the location of the building’s 
northern masonry wall, to the south of Road 1.
The last extant phases of Roman occupation were 
characterised by continued domestic building to 
the south of Road 1. A deposit of pea grit 
overlying the floor of Building 3 may indicate 
that it had been at least partially demolished. This 
horizon was sealed by an east-west orientated sill 
constructed of a single course of re-used Kentish 
Ragstone rubble and large mortar fragments, 
evidence of rebuilding on the same alignment.
The tessellated floor of Building 3 and the last 
metalling of Road 1 were overlain by dark silty 
deposits forming Open Area 5 (not illustrated). 
These deposits contained  late Roman fabrics 
such as Alice Holt/Farnham, dated c. AD 250–
400, and Oxfordshire red colour-coated wares, 
dated c. AD 270–400. In the area to the south of 
the road this silt may represent ‘dark earth’ 
deposits formed late in the life of the Roman city 
and after its abandonment. The lack of 3rd- and 
4th-century pottery from the upper road levels 
suggests that the road’s latest metallings had been 
truncated, suggesting that the silt overlying the 
road itself may have been a more modern 
redeposition and not ‘dark earth’. At 36–37 King 
Street there was some evidence to suggest that 
‘dark earth’ may have formed on disused roadside 
building plots first and on the road surfaces 
themselves later, but this cannot be clearly 
demonstrated at Old Jewry.6

Early medieval occupation; c. AD 1050/80–
1150
Modern truncation had destroyed the medieval 
ground surface, but the lower parts of pits 
survived in some areas (Open Area 6 – not 
illustrated) and contained artefacts dated to 
between AD 1050 and 1150. At this time much of 
the area to the north of Cheapside is thought to 
have been open ground, predating the expansion 
of the medieval street system northwards to 
Gresham Street. Pottery from the pits consisted of 
early medieval shell-tempered ware, early 
medieval sand- and shell-tempered ware, local 
greyware, coarse London-type ware with shell 
inclusions and imported Stamford Ware from 
Lincolnshire. The vessels were largely domestic, 
although there was some limited evidence for 
craft or industrial activity in the form of early 
medieval and medieval whiteware crucibles.
Pits from Open Area 7 were also dated to the 
early medieval period and contained pottery 
imported from the Continent as well as local 
wares. Imported wares included spouted pitchers 
in Andenne ware and Rhenish red-painted ware. 
Small-scale industrial activity may be represented 
by well-preserved fragments of whiteware 
crucibles.

Fig. 6: 13th-century masonry buildings
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Thirteenth-century masonry buildings
Masonry buildings post-dated the Open Area 6 
and 7 pits, which had been backfilled with 
Kentish Ragstone rubble and Roman brick and 
tile. Later truncation had removed all but the 
shallow chalk foundations of these buildings. 
Building 4 lay in the western part of the 
excavation area with Building 5 to its east (Fig. 
6).

The construction and orientation of the buildings 
suggests a late-12th- or 13th-century date, by 
which time Old Jewry would have been in use as 
a side street north of Cheapside.7 The buildings 
represent part of the medieval expansion of the 
City, with  peripheral areas built upon as demand 
for space escalated, and are typical of the stone 
buildings erected and maintained in the 
Cheapside area.8 Artefacts and environmental 

Fig. 7: Roman roads and major features in the Middle Walbrook area, shown in relation to 8–10 Old Jewry 
and other excavations discussed in the text (scale as shown)
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evidence from associated pits and dumps are 
typical of domestic refuse assemblages, although 
this does not discount the possibility that the 
buildings had shops on their ground floors and 
domestic accommodation above.

Discussion and conclusions
In common with other sites in the area there was 
no evidence for pre-Roman occupation on Old 
Jewry.9 The earliest evidence of activity in the 
area appears to be early Roman land 
consolidation in advance of the construction of 
the main east-west road leading from the city 
westwards to Silchester and north-west to St 
Albans. A timber drain beneath the main road and 
associated with its primary phase has been dated 
to AD 47 by dendrochronology.10 The first parts 
of the secondary road system leading north and 
northwest from a junction on the Poultry site had 
also been established before the Boudican revolt 
(see Fig. 7). Additional elements of the road 
system, extending north and west into the Upper 
Walbrook and towards the area of the 
amphitheatre and fort, may have been constructed 
as part of the post-Boudican rebuilding and 
expansion of the settlement. The east-west road at 
8–10 Old Jewry may represent part of a pre-
Boudican layout or an early post-Boudican 
expansion, and forms an eastern section of the 
road recently excavated at 30 Gresham Street. 
This road ran east from the area to the south of  
the amphitheatre towards the forum, presumably 
crossing the Walbrook stream to the east of 8–10 
Old Jewry. 
The early Roman buildings excavated at 8–10 
Old Jewry were apparently constructed after AD 
90, suggesting that many building plots were only 
occupied many years after road-building, as was 
noted at 72–75 Cheapside and 1 Poultry for the 
decades before and after the Boudican revolt. The 
re-flooring of Building 1 in the early to mid 2nd 
century AD indicates continuous use of the 
building for at least 20 years, perhaps until 
around the time of the Hadrianic fire of 120–125 
AD. After this date London experienced a decline 
in its economic fortunes and there was generally 
less development.
Building 1 may have incorporated an industrial 
use. The close proximity of industry to domestic 
activity is fairly typical of living and working 

arrangements during the early- to mid-Roman 
period, with similar land use seen at 1 Poultry, 
where the area behind roadside houses was 
occupied by small-scale industry.11 The Old 
Jewry site is at the south-western edge of the 
Upper Walbrook valley, identified as an industrial 
zone,12 although the iron-working residues are not 
significant enough to conclude that the site 
formed part of this zone.
Early roadside structures were renewed in the 
later 2nd century, and a new roadside ditch was 
dug sometime after AD 140. The re-establishment 
of drainage structures and roadside boundaries 
has been recorded on many other sites in the area, 
including 1 Poultry, 72–75 Cheapside and 36–37 
King Street. Maintenance and renewal of roads 
and  infrastructure continued despite a decline in 
economic activity and roadside building. At 8–10 
Old Jewry Buildings1 and 2 went out of use 
sometime in the 2nd century but rebuilding and 
roadside occupation continued, albeit in what 
may have been a less vigorous form. This pattern 
is typical of activity on many roadside plots in the 
area from the mid-2nd century onwards. The 
section of the main east-west Roman road further 
west near Newgate Street also saw limited 
rebuilding of clay and timber buildings after the 
Hadrianic fire, with much less evidence of 
industrial activity.13

Building 3 at 8–10 Old Jewry contained a 
tessellated floor and may have been built of 
masonry. It may have been similar to roadside 
townhouses recorded at 1 Poultry, 36–37 King 
Street and 24–25 Ironmonger Lane, albeit on a 
smaller scale. As at other sites, the building at 
Old Jewry respected the earlier road line, which 
continued in use until the mid to late 3rd century. 
The eventual end of occupation at the site is 
marked by ‘dark earth’ and came sometime in the 
3rd or 4th century.
The early medieval evidence from Old Jewry, 
although heavily truncated and limited in 
survival, is typical of the late Saxon and early 
medieval sequences recorded at many sites near 
Cheapside.14 The findings are consistent with 
domestic activity and small-scale industrial 
activity, as shown by crucible fragments and 
hammerscale. The later medieval buildings are 
also typical of the area, with the construction of 
more substantial stone buildings becoming 
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increasingly common in the 12th and 13th 
centuries. These buildings may have been 
occupied by members of the Jewish community, 
known to have inhabited the streets north of 
Cheapside until officially banished from England 
in 1290.15
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