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Mosaic
London’s first art gallery
The Foundling Hospital in Brunswick Square, 
WC1, re-opened on 15 June as a museum, 
having closed fifty years ago as a children’s 
home. The Foundling Hospital was also London’s 
first art gallery, and still houses paintings donated 
by Hogarth, Gainsborough and Reynolds, as well 
as the original autograph score of Handel’s 
Messiah and the keyboard on which it was first 
performed. However, the museum does not own 
the collection, and it must raise £30 million over 
the next 25 years to buy the collection and renew 
the lease on the building.

Roman road in Leyton
Recent work by Pre-Construct Archaeology in 
advance of redevelopment at the Beaumont 
Estate, Leyton, have revealed a well-preserved 
section of the Roman road running from London 
to Great Dunmow in Essex (see front cover). The 
Essex end is well known, but the exact route into 
London has been uncertain. The road as found is 
6m wide, with a 2m-wide ditch on each side; it will 
be reburied under new housing. Its location has 
led archaeologists to conjecture that there might 
be a Roman settlement at Chipping Ongar.

24 Hour Museums London City Heritage Guide
London’s museums, galleries, libraries and 
archives are being invited to participate in a new 
website about London heritage and culture.
24 Hour Museums London City Heritage Guide, 
one of a series of ten City Heritage Guides 
commissioned by the DCMS Culture Online 
initiative, will go live in September 2004. It will 
contain news, reviews, features and listings, 
together with a Local History section where local 
people can contribute stories about their history, 
culture and heritage. A By Kids for Kids section 
will contain contributions from younger citizens.
The site will be updated weekly with news and 
reviews and will be marketed alongside the main 
24 Hour Museum (24HM) site, currently attracting 
over 240,000 visitor sessions a month.
As well as promoting special events and 
exhibitions in the city, the London City Heritage 
Guide will present more in-depth local content 
and get behind the work that Londons heritage 
professionals do on a day-to-day basis. The 
project team is particularly interested in hearing 

about outreach and education work that could be 
featured on the new site. Real life experiences, 
opinions and creative content written by a range 
of communities will really bring the London City 
Heritage Guide to life. The site can be found at
http://www.24hourmuseum.org.uk/cityheritage.

New setting for the Tower of London
On 9 July, HM the Queen opened the last phase 
of an eight-year programme to improve the 
setting of the Tower of London: a new public 
space on Tower Hill, together with a new 
Welcome Centre and an education centre. Earlier 
phases included improvements to Tower Hill 
underpass, the restoration of the riverside Wharf, 
and the first education facility within the Tower.
Archaeological work in the programme included 
excavations in the Tower moat, a report on which 
has been recently published, and which we hope 
to review in a future issue. Notable finds include a 
late medieval fish trap, as well as military 
equipment and named pewter tankards and clay 
tobacco pipes.

OASIS: Online AccesS to the Index of 
Archaeological Investigations
From 1 August anyone submitting information to 
the Greater London Sites and Monuments 
Record has been asked to do so via an Oasis 
form, which can be accessed and submitted 
online.
The Oasis project has been introduced by English 
Heritage in conjunction with the Archaeology 
Data Service at the University of York, with the 
aim of providing an online index to the mass of 
archaeological grey literature produced from 
large-scale develop-funded fieldwork.
A single entry through the online site provides 
access to the GLSMR, the National Monuments 
Record Excavations Index, and the ADS 
ArchSearch catalogue. Oasis is keen to receive 
inputs from local societies, university and church 
archaeologists, as well as professional units. It is 
a means for independent archaeologists to get 
their work more widely known.
Further details are available at:
http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis.
(source: Greater London Archaeological Advisory 
Service)


