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Books
Aspects of Archaeology & History on Surrey: 
towards a research framework for the county
Edited by Jonathan Cotton, Glenys Crocker and 
Audrey Graham
Surrey Archaeological Society, 2004
260 pages, 120 photographs and drawings in 
colour and in black and white, bibliographies and 
index.
£24.70 paperback including p&p.
This book consists mainly, but not entirely, of pa-
pers given at the conference Archaeology in Sur-
rey 2001: Towards a Research Agenda for the 
21st century. Eighteen chapters deal with aspects 
of Surrey’s past from the Palaeolithic to WWII, 

and bring the reader up to date on the latest dis-
coveries and ideas. Since the arrival of PPG 16, 
archaeological interventions in Surrey have multi-
plied and many new sites, particularly prehistoric 
ones, have come to light. At the same time, this 
increasing knowledge focuses attention on what 
we still don’t know, which is considerable, and on 
where further work is needed. London readers 
may be particularly interested in John Schofield’s 
‘What did London do for us?’, which examines the 
impact of London on its hinterland from 1450 to 
1700, drawing on sources that may not be famil-
iar to most archaeologists. Also welcome in such 
a volume 
(continued on p. 334)
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are three chapters on industrial archaeology 
(showing the remarkable range of industries in 
Surrey) and one on WWII remains (with Surrey 
being, almost literally, the ‘last ditch’ before 
London). Good value and a useful resource.
Clive Orton

The Tower of London Moat Archaeological 
Excavations 1995–9
Graham Keevill
Oxford Archaeology with Historic Royal Palaces , 2004
334 pages, with photographs and drawings in 
colour and in black and white, bibliography and 
index. £14.99 paperback.
The Tower of London is a prominent part of 
London’s architectural, archaeological and 
historical heritage, and so much about it has 
already been discovered that it is tempting to 
assume that little still remains to be revealed. 
Anyone making such an assumption would have 
been embarrassed by investigations that were 
called for as part of the Tower Environs Scheme, 
set up in the mid-1990s. A major proposal was to 
re-excavate and re-flood the Tower moat, which 
had been drained and filled in during the 1840s, 
and Oxford Archaeology was commissioned to 
carry out a comprehensive evaluation.
This book is the excavation report of the 
archaeological evaluation of the moat, and it 
presents evidence of the moat’s development 
from the mid-13th century to the present day.
The story starts much earlier however, and the 
landscape topography of the Tower site is the 
starting point for an account of its place in history. 
A description of the use of the site in Roman 
Londinium is followed by the main story of the 
Tower, which really starts with its construction by 
William I, who built it (together with Baynard’s 
Castle and Montfichet’s Tower) in order to 
dominate and control London. Enlargement and 
expansion under Richard I, Henry III and Edward 
I is outlined, and the book describes the changing 
face of the Tower through the post-medieval and 
Victorian periods and onwards to the 
reconstruction work needed to remedy the effects 
of World War II bombing.
The earliest archaeological remains found in the 
moat date to the mid-13th century, and include 
structural evidence to support Matthew Paris’s 
contemporary account of the collapse of Henry 
III’s short-lived western entrance to the Tower. 
Many interesting finds were made, one of which 
was the substantial remains of a wicker fish or eel 
trap dating to the later medieval period. At just 

over a metre in length, this was a complex piece 
of basketry made from willow or poplar stems, 
and indicated that the moat was used for rather 
more than the obvious defensive purposes.
Evidence suggests that activity in the moat was 
busiest during the late post-medieval period, 
which was significant for many structural 
alterations, including a dam that was constructed 
to seal off the northern part in order to retain 
water for use by the Royal Mint. Organic remains 
include a complete femur from a lion or tiger, 
along with the more normal bones of domestic 
animals.
By the Victorian period, the moat had become a 
subject of concern and was described as a 
“stinking morass of mud”. Although the Duke of 
Wellington was against draining it, an epidemic of 
deaths in the Tower garrison in 1840–41 was 
linked to the water drawn from the stagnant moat, 
and the decision was made to turn it into a dry 
ditch. Since then, the moat has not only been 
used for military drilling, cow pasturage and 
vegetable gardens, but has seen a direct hit on 
the North Bastion in World War II, and the partial 
collapse of the late 17th-century revetment wall in 
1976 caused by a burst water main.
This report is a credit to Oxford Archaeology. It is 
as well-written, professional and informative as 
any archaeologist would wish, and is attractively 
presented, using a wide range of illustrations to 
enhance the text whenever appropriate.
Richard Gilpin
By Permission of Heaven. The story of the 
Great Fire of London
Adrian Tinniswood
Random House
330 pages, illustrated. £8.99 paperback
This is a highly researched and fascinating 
account of the Great Fire of London, September 
1666, with a series of illustrations, contemporary 
and more modern, bearing upon the Fire. There 
are also many maps that can be used to track the 
spread of the fire, the key locations and the 
development of the City of London.
But the book is much more than the story of the 
Fire, which, although a fascinating and 
devastating occurrence in the history of London, 
was only one of many events in the latter half of 
the 17th century to have a bearing on the City’s 
life. Early chapters dealing with the fire are 
interleaved with the historical and political 
context, notably the war with the Dutch and the 
naval battles taking place in the North Sea. The 
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progress of the war up to September is 
discussed, with key events drawn out such as the 
burning of the town of West-Terschelling by the 
English navy in August. This event was 
considered with horror by the Dutch, and 
jubilation by the English, and the juxtaposition of 
this with the fire in London is considered suitably. 
The Plague of 1665 with its gradual persistence 
into the long hot summer of 1666 is also 
discussed as a precursor, along with the many 
omens and portents which presaged the fire, 
such as comets (and were linked afterwards).
Tinniswood also gives highly detailed descriptions 
of the City of London, for instance, Whitehall 
Palace, Samuel Pepys’ home, but also the place 
of London in comparison with continental Europe, 
particularly with reference as a trading centre and 
home of the great companies or guilds. The 
description and illustrations of London before the 
fire and then the account of the rebuilding give a 
interesting portrayal of how the City bounced 
back architecturally and indeed moved from the 
medieval city to the one largely still present.
Perhaps the most fascinating aspect of this book 
concerns the people. Tinniswood provides not 
only a great account of the historical context, the 
City, the Fire and the aftermath, he does so with 
the ability to bring many people to our attention. 
These include well-known personalities such as 
Charles II and Samuel Pepys, but also lesser 
known folk such as the serving women in Thomas 
Farriner’s bakery in Pudding Lane, where the fire 
began and claimed its first death. The less 
appealing personalities also appear, particularly 
the Lord Mayor of London, Thomas Bludworth, 
who has earned his place in such good accounts 
as this by his inaction and initial commentary on 
the fire, that ‘a woman could piss it out’. 
Jane Sidell

Roman and medieval Cripplegate, City of 
London. Archaeological excavations 1992–8
Elizabeth Howe and David Lakin
MoLAS Monograph 21, 2004
144 pages, £13.95
This volume provides an account of five modern 
excavations undertaken by MoLAS in the area of 
the Cripplegate Fort, actually between 1992 and 
2000, rather than 1998 as the title suggests, as 
last-minute summary of results from a further site 
was possible. Most of the volume is devoted to 
the Fort itself; other periods are covered however, 
including Bronze Age evidence, with cut features, 
flint and pottery through to the post-Roman 

occupation from c. 1050, when a series of 
burgage plots were created with an emphasis on 
craft workshops, demonstrating evidence for 
metal and bone working. This is handled in some 
detail, with a useful thematic chapter. Domestic 
occupation in the medieval and post-medieval 
periods is also covered, with a range of 
interesting structures and assemblages, plus the 
partial remains of a peregrine falcon. There is 
also a particularly interesting map regression 
exercise, examining how the fort plan and street 
layout has developed from the medieval to the 
modern period. The volume even has, unusually, 
a commentary on the modern buildings which 
have gone up over the site.
The background to the Fort is handled in detail, 
with a useful account of the discoveries by 
Grimes in the post-second world war period. 
Howe and Lakin outline his findings, in terms of 
actual trench locations and key elements 
recognised at the time. This also provides an 
interesting historiography of early modern 
archaeological practice in London, as well as 
recognising the work of Gustav Milne and John 
Shepherd on the Grimes archive. The current 
volume also provides a useful glossary of military 
terminology to assist the non-specialist reader.
The key new points brought out on the Fort relate 
to the interior layout and sequence rather than 
the defences, which tended to be the aspects 
Grimes himself concentrated upon. More 
information on the dating has been gathered, for 
instance, nailing the construction of the Fort to 
shortly after AD 120, rather than simply late 1st/
early 2nd century. Much detail on the layout of 
the fort has been published; particularly the 
internal roads and the barracks which are now 
thought to have been able to hold a larger 
garrison than Grimes thought. Unfortunately, the 
precise end of the Fort is still uncertain.
One small disappointment is that some of the 
specialist appendices are a bit thin; nevertheless, 
information is integrated throughout the text and 
presumably (though this is not stated) fuller detail 
is available in the archive.
To conclude, it is a great achievement in these 
days of archaeological cheese-paring to produce 
an academic volume incorporating the results of 
fieldwork paid for by five separate clients, who 
were sufficiently enlightened (doubtless ably 
assisted by their archaeological consultant, 
CgMs) to see that in this case, the whole is much 
greater than the sum of the individual parts.
Jane Sidell


