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No tears at the Teardrop site
Woolwich has been known as a centre of
production of pottery for the London market
since the 1970s, when two 17th-century
kilns were excavated at Woolwich Old Ferry
Approach by a team directed by Alice
Pandrich. It has long been suspected that this
was not the earliest production in the area.
So the regeneration of the town centre and
the development of the adjacent Royal
Arsenal site, were eagerly anticipated by
local and other archaeologists, particularly
those with ceramic interests. Their hopes
have been fulfilled by excavations recently
undertaken by Oxford Archaeology and
funded by the developers Berkeley Homes
on the Teardrop site, immediately to the west
of the Royal Arsenal. This is a long, thin,
tapering block of land (hence the name)
bounded by Beresford Street and Warren
Lane, which will eventually be developed for
housing, although its short-term future is
apparently as a car park.

Members of several local societies, as
well as the Medieval Pottery Research
Group, were invited to view the site on 28
February, the day before it closed. They were
presented with the sight of a well-preserved
medieval kiln, probably of 14th-century date
(a palaeomagnetic date is awaited), which

had produced ‘London ware’, known
extensively in London and the south-east in
the 13th and 14th centuries, but for which
no production centre was previously known.
The kiln was shaped as an oval cylinder,
constructed of course of tiles set in clay, with
initially two opposed flues and a central
pedestal. It was set at a surprising depth into
the subsoil, which may have contributed to
its excellent survival. It had been extensively
rebuilt – one flue had been blocked off with
an internal wall, the pedestal had been
raised and remodelled, and other changes
had been made. The impression is of a
continual struggle to make the kiln perform
in the way in which it was intended. It has
since been backfilled and covered with sand,
and will be available for further study in the
future. Nearby were the more fragmentary
remains of three further kilns, probably of
16th- and 17th-century date, and associated
with waster pottery of those dates.

To the west of all this industrial activity
was a truly massive ditch, containing few
finds but apparently of Roman date. It
appears to match the very large ditch found
on the neighbouring Woolwich Power
Station site in the 1980s, which was never
published but which was suggested to have
Iron Age origins. It seems to delimit the

higher, firmer ground of the settlement to the
west, though until more of it is found, it is
difficult to ascertain its purpose or exact
date. Samples of sediments taken for dating
by optically stimulated luminescence (OSL)
may help here.

I am grateful to David Score of Oxford
Archaeology for arranging visits and
supplying photographs.               Clive Orton

James (‘Jimmie’) Thorn
We regret to announce the recent death of
James Thorn, a long-time friend of London’s
archaeology and contributor of several
articles to  in the
1960s and ‘70s. From the 1960s, he was an
archaeological illustrator at the Department
of the Environment, later English Heritage,
and then, up to his retirement, with the
British Museum. He is also remembered for
his many papers on medieval pottery and his
surveys of monuments in Cyrene, leading to
his major achievement,

(2005), a massive task involving the survey
of numerous tombs. (information from ,
the online newsletter of the Society of
Antiquaries of London)

New online resources
The Greater London Archaeology Advisory
Service now has its own webpages, at:
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/server/
show/nav.8900.  It is not intended to
replicate what others are doing, but to draw
attention to them and to provide links to
appropriate websites. Pages include:
* ,

 and  are
intended to keep people up to date with
latest developments.
* Planning applicants and their agents can
find out more about how archaeology in the
planning advice system works in

 and .
*  gives contact details, and  lists
the  boroughs that each Advisor covers.
*  has Annual Reviews,
old Quarterly Reviews, and regular updates
that summarise  reports received by GLAAS.
You can request a copy of a report of interest
from the originating organisation, or read it
at the GLAAS offices or at a local studies
library. Finally, , designed
to ensure consistency and quality of
archaeological work across London, will be
posted for comment.
*  has ideas for greater
participation, study, and further reading.

 have announced that their
new Online Journal of Volunteer
Archaeology and Training is up and running,
and can be found at
www.pasthorizons.com/magazine.
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Woolwich Teardrop Site: David Score explains the medieval kiln to a group of visiting
archaeologists (Photo: Oxford Archaeology)




