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Front cover
While attention has been turned
towards the Beijing Olympics
this year, archaeologists have
continued work on the London
2012 site. This Neolithic
chipped-flint ‘pre-form’ axe,

 4000-2000 BC, was found in
2008 close to Stratford High
Street in excavations by MoLAS-
PCA , on behalf of the Olympic
Delivery Authority.
The description ‘pre-form’
means that it had been knapped
but not polished to its final
form. The context in which it
was found suggests the axe
might not have been intended
for chopping down trees but
ritually deposited by the banks
of the Lea.
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