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1 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background

Appledore is a small market town based on a settlement of Saxon origin, situated on the

former course of the river Rother (known as the river Newenden, Limen, Limene or Lympne

during the Middle Ages) and now beside the Royal Military Canal.  It is on the edge of

Romney Marsh, 11km north-west of New Romney, 15km south of Ashford and 10km north-

west of Rye in East Sussex.  

This study aims to provide an evaluation of the archaeological and historical remains of the

settlement as a basis for informing decision-making in the planning process where

archaeological deposits may be affected by development proposals. The Kent County Sites

and Monuments Record (SMR) was checked for information relating to the study area (see

below).  Five entries are recorded; three are listed below.  There has been no archaeological

investigation within the town to date, nor in the wider area of study.  Thus most of this study

is based on documentary evidence, secondary published sources and an analysis of the

settlement’s topography.  The visible remains in the town date mainly from the seventeenth

century and later, although there is structural evidence for earlier periods.  The town is seen

as significant because of its built environment and well-documented history, rather than

because of any known archaeological deposits in the area.

1.2 Situation

Bounded by the Royal Military Canal and Romney Marsh to the south and east and the

Rother Levels to the west, the town of Appledore lies on a slightly raised plateau just above

the flood plain, at 10m OD, the ground gradually falling away towards the marsh (Figure 1).

The natural bedrock is Tunbridge Wells sand; the town stands on a ‘peninsula’ of sand with

clay and marine alluvium to the east, west and south (Figure 2).

When the river Rother flowed past Appledore the town was also a port with access to the sea

and coastal trading ports.  It also had an adequate water supply, wood for fuel, and grazing

land on Romney Marsh.  These conditions led to the growth of a market that, stimulated by

the presence of a religious house, enabled Appledore to develop into a small market town.

1.3 Study Area

The area selected for general study lies between TQ 940280 and TQ970310.  More in-depth

study, focusing on The Street, lies between TQ 955290 and TQ 960300.

2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL DATA 
2.1 Medieval/Post-Medieval

TQ 92 NE 2 - A probable windmill mound, 28m in diameter and c.1.5m high, at TQ

95322904.  A ditch surrounds it, except on the south-east, and three causeways cross the ditch

and lead to the top of the mound.  Symondson’s map of Kent (1596) shows a windmill at the

spot.

TQ 92 NW 14 - A straight regular ridge-and-furrow earthwork has been identified, centred on

TQ 94952916.

TQ 92 NE 89 The Royal Military Canal - Construction began in 1804 (at the height of the

Napoleonic Wars) and was completed by April 1809 (Scheduled Monument SAM Kent 396).



2

3 HISTORICAL RECORDS
3.1 The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle

The Chronicle relates that in 892 the Danes sailed with 250 ships into the mouth of the river

Limen or Lympne (river Rother).  They then rowed their ships 4 miles (c. 6km) up river to a

half-built fortress ‘in the fen’, possibly Castle Toll at Newenden.  The following year ‘the

great host … which had been encamped at Appledore at the mouth of the Lympne’ is

mentioned.  Seventeenth- and eighteenth century antiquarians have sought to place this

encampment in Appledore itself, but there are no visible remains of an earthwork in or

around the town.  If ‘encamped’ implies a built fortification, it is just possible that it may

have been the almost totally obliterated earthwork round Kenardington church, c. 4km north

of Appledore.  The church stands on a bluff c. 15m high, overlooking a silted inlet; this may

have been a channel (genlida) flowing west of the village of Warehorne, which is mentioned

in a charter of c. 845.

3.2 Early Charters

In AD 968 a charter relating to land transactions mentions ‘the brotherhood of Apuldre’.
When King Aethelred confirmed land belonging to Christ Church, Canterbury in AD 1001,

Appledore was one of the places mentioned and it is also recorded in AD 1032, 1035 and

1042 (Sawyer 1968, charters 914, 1047, 1465 and 1642).

3.3 Domesday Book

Domesday Book records that the archbishop held Appledore (Apeldres).  It comprised c. 200

acres (c. 85 hectares) with 2 acres (c. 1 hectare) of meadow, woodland for six pigs, 37

villagers, 41 smallholders, a church and six fisheries.  The value of the settlement is given as

£16. 17s. 6d. (Morgan (ed.), 3:20).

3.4 Origin of place name

The place name has been translated as ‘at the apple-tree’.  Its derivation can be traced to its

present form thus:

893 aet Apuldre 1032 Apoldre    

1086 Apeldres 1226 Appeldere
1579 Apledowre 1610 Appledore 

4 HISTORICAL DATA BY PERIOD
4.1 Pre-urban evidence

4.1.1 The Saxon period
By the tenth century there were a manor and a church at Appledore.  Domesday Book

indicates that there was also a fairly large secular settlement there by 1086, which probably

had its roots in the Saxon period.

4.2 Urban evidence

4.2.1 The medieval period
By 1086, Appledore was a sizeable settlement with a population of c. 300.  It also had a

church, and a manor held by the monks of Christ Church, Canterbury.  Its position on the

north bank of the river Limen and the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle reports of Danish raids suggest

that it was a small port with riverine access to the sea and to the Weald.  The settlement stood

at the junction of a road from Ashford via Woodchurch in the north, and an east-west road to

Stone in Oxney in the west and Kenardington in the north-east. 
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4.2.1.1 Markets and fairs

Although the first market charter is not known until 1358, when both a weekly Saturday

market and an annual fair on 1
st
 August were granted, there were shops and stalls in

Appledore by the thirteenth century.  They belonged to Christ Church, Canterbury in its

capacity as lord of the manor, and documents recording repairs and revenues have been

preserved.  As a result, more is known about medieval commerce in Appledore than in any

other small town in Kent.

In 1279 four shops with wooden counters, a shop next to the church and four stalls are

recorded; in 1297 there were seven shops and five stalls.  The manorial income from renting

out the shops reached 18s. in 1321 and remained at that until 1347, but the stalls provided

only 18d. annually from 1303 to 1335, and that dropped to 8d. in 1335 when the land behind

the stalls was derelict.  In 1349 the effects of the Black Death on Appledore can be inferred

from the statement, ‘nine shillings received from the shops in the town and no more because

all the holders who used to be there are dead’.  There was further devastation in 1380 when

the French sacked the town, and during the rebuilding, fifteen new stalls were erected in the

market place and all existing stalls were repaired.  

From 1464 shambles (sites for moveable stalls) were leased between the highway and a path

leading to the church, on the east side of The Street.  In addition to the market stalls, there

were shops on the west side of The Street; one is mentioned in a will of 1469.  By 1520 the

market place had a cross near a pond, and in 1523 money was provided for building a conduit

to carry running water to the market. 

The market occupied a wedge-shaped area at the south end of The Street and flanking the

western boundary of the churchyard, on which it may have encroached.  This arrangement is

typical of an undefended market town from c. 1100 onwards.

4.2.1.2 The manor

Tenth and eleventh century charters (above) indicate that there was a manor at Appledore

before the Norman Conquest.  It was acquired by Christ Church, Canterbury in 1032, and

remained in its possession until the Dissolution. 

Until the late thirteenth century the manorial or demesne farm was probably managed by

resident monks, but after 1286 a lay official, known as a serviens or serjeant was in charge.

One of his responsibilities was to submit annual accounts, some of which have been

preserved in the Bedel rolls, now in Canterbury Cathedral Archive.  They contain invaluable

information about the buildings of the manor, mainly recording when they were repaired.

Hall, barn, dairy, mill, kitchen, stable, oxen house and shop are mentioned in the late

thirteenth century, and a great barn, a small barn, a granary, at least two lavatories (washing

places), two garderobes (latrines), a pantry and a great gate existed in the fourteenth century.

Most of the buildings seem to have been thatched until 1342 when the barn was re-roofed in

tile; the chapel roof was tiled in 1350.  By 1350 the farm comprised many fine buildings,

including a great stone hall with chambers, a kitchen; a chapel with newly tiled roof; several

barns a stable, stock sheds, pig pens and a mill.  

Despite the detailed records of its farm buildings, its precise location is unknown.  The most

probable site is the area now occupied by Horne’s Place and Gusborne Farm, north-east of

the north end of The Street.  Today, Horne’s Place has a fourteenth century domestic chapel
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and there is a mill mound to the south, possibly the remains of the manorial mill.  Masonry

foundations discovered at the end of the eighteenth century may have formed part of the great

stone hall mentioned in 1350.  Horne’s Place was attacked and demolished during the

Peasants’ Revolt of 1381, but by then the priory had a new demesne farm at the south of the

town at Court Lodge.

From 1378 a hall, chamber and barn were erected at Court Lodge.  Between 1391 and 1411

they were supplemented by two barns; new stables were built in 1407.  All the buildings were

destroyed by fire at the end of the fifteenth century, but were rebuilt very soon afterwards and

survived until 1885.  A modernized aisled barn and a windmill mound are all that remain

today.

4.2.1.3 The church

The church at Appledore is mentioned both in Domesday Book and in the roughly

contemporary Domesday Monachorum.  The priory of St Martin at Dover acquired its

advowson in the early thirteenth century, but its dedication to SS Peter and Paul is not

mentioned until 1261.  It was valued at £20 in the Taxatio of Pope Nicholas IV of 1291, was

worth the same in 1384, and even as late as the Dissolution when its advowson passed from

St Martin’s priory to the archbishop of Canterbury.

Nothing remains of the pre-Conquest church at Appledore, the earliest surviving fabric in the

church being in the thirteenth century west tower and north aisle chapel.  The body of the

church was rebuilt after its destruction by the French in 1380, and there has been little

subsequent reconstruction.  When the floor was being repaired in 1925 some stone footings

were found, indicating that the church originally had had a north aisle, and there were also

signs of burning from the 1380 French raid.  The chancel had to be repaired at the beginning

of the sixteenth century; the repairs were almost complete in 1511. 

4.2.1.4 Port and water communications

Appledore today is a small inland village on the edge of Romney Marsh, c. 10km from the

nearest seacoast at Rye Harbour.  It is difficult now to imagine the vital part that navigable

water played in the life of the town until the sixteenth century, when the changing course of

the river Rother, caused by natural silting, turbulent weather in the thirteenth century, and

human intervention in the form of land reclamation, left it high and dry.

When Appledore started to develop before the Norman Conquest its site was a low peninsula,

c. 10m above sea level, jutting out into marshy land and skirted by a river, known then as the

Limen or Rumenea (later known as ‘the river of Newenden’ and finally to become the river

Rother).  The river carried the waters from its catchment area in the Weald through the marsh

past Old Romney to join the sea near New Romney; a branch probably also flowed

westwards to the sea along the Wainway, a channel north and west of Lydd which is now

totally silted.  

Reclamation of the marsh began before the Norman Conquest and one of its earliest

manifestations is the Great Wall of Appledore, an earth rampart which pursues a sinuous

course from the edge of the marsh at Appledore to the now lost Broomhill south-west of

Lydd.  Although the Appledore end of the wall has been destroyed by later cultivation and

the construction of the Royal Military Canal in the early nineteenth century, long stretches of

the Great Wall of Appledore can still be seen snaking through the marsh.  It was designed as

a sea wall behind which the marsh, much of which belonged to the Christ Church manor of
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Appledore, could be drained and converted into agricultural land.  Once begun, reclamation

continued rapidly and, together with coastal changes, led to the silting of the Rumenea.  In the

first half of the thirteenth century the Rhee Wall (an artificial channel enclosed by earth

banks) was dug from Appledore to New Romney in an attempt to improve the flow of water

downstream and the upstream tidal flow, and to free the harbour of New Romney from

accumulating silt.  About a hundred years later the problem of silting was still acute and

another solution was sought.  In the 1330s the Knelle Dam was thrown across the river

Rother at the west end of the Isle of Oxney to divert all water from the Weald along the north

side of the isle as far as Appledore.  It then turned south to reach the sea at Rye, through

Appledore Water or the Appledore Arm of the Sea, which flowed along the east coast of the

Isle of Oxney.  At that time Appledore was in an excellent position to control shipping from

the coast as far upstream as Bodiam, and for the next two centuries it benefited from

waterborne trade.  The importance of this trade is reflected in some surviving documents.

For example, holders of the manorial farm of Court Lodge were required to maintain the

waterway and to collect tolls from the ships and traders using it.  The payments were then to

be handed over to Christ Church in its capacity of Lord of the Manor.  As early as 1561 it

was said, ‘Appledore, which had been a goodly town, is now decayed by reason that the

water is gone from it’; although memories of its past importance remained at the end of the

eighteenth century when Hasted commented that Appledore ‘was formerly a maritime town

to which the sea flowed up and large fleets frequently navigated … it has been for ages past

left dry and destitute’. 

A harbour is not mentioned at Appledore in Domesday Book, but the manor owned two

fisheries, suggesting the presence of at least small riverboats.  This does not presuppose

anything more than a shelving beach on which to berth boats, but the trading vessels that

frequented Appledore in later centuries must have needed more in the way of harbour

installations.  Although there are no remains of the medieval port of Appledore, a study of the

topography has shown two potential sites, one on the east side of the peninsula, near the

parish church, and one to the south-west side where a jetty adjacent to the road to Oxney is

mentioned in Chartae Antiquae series of Canterbury Cathedral Priory.  The site of this jetty

has recently been pinpointed through combining the documentary evidence with

topographical research.

4.2.1.5 Industry and trade

Trade must have been vital to Appledore’s development for the two centuries after the

Norman Conquest.  Its market must have serviced the surrounding countryside, and may also

have been used to provision the ships that visited the town.  Timber and iron, the traditional

products of the Weald, could have been brought overland to the port for export by water.

Such commodities were also brought downriver from the small harbours along the Rother

(Bodiam and Newenden, for example) and may have been trans-shipped on to larger seagoing

craft at Appledore.  Fishing probably continued to be important, as it had been in 1086.

Shipbuilding and repairing were probably also practised at Appledore, for a vessel from New

Romney was refitted at Appledore in 1417, and Lydd hired a ship from Appledore in 1445.

Even large vessels could navigate to and from Appledore in the fifteenth century, for in 1490

Henry VII’s warship Regent was built at Reading, west of Appledore, and floated down

Appledore Water to the sea at Rye.
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Mills
The first record of a mill at Appledore dates from 1265 when a windmill on the manorial

farm was repaired.  It was further repaired a number of times throughout the fourteenth

century, with a major renewal of its internal machinery in 1385.  It was referred to as Horne’s

Mill in 1472, and its mound may still be seen at Horne’s Place.  A new windmill was built in

the manor in 1480, probably on the site west of Court Lodge where there is a mill mound.

4.2.2 The post-medieval Period
4.2.2.1 Markets and fairs

As Appledore’s trade declined from the sixteenth century, its market gradually fell into disuse

and by the end of the eighteenth century was said to be ‘long disused’.  Two fairs, however,

continued to be held in January and June until the nineteenth century.

A map of the town drawn in 1628 shows that there was still a market place in The Street west

of the church, with stalls on sites rented from the manor.  At the north end of the market, the

site of a market cross or market house is shown, with several shops, including a bakery, corn

store and forge, on the east and west sides of The Street.  

4.2.2.2 The manor 

After the Dissolution the manor of Appledore passed to the newly created Dean and Chapter

at Canterbury   It was taken over by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners in 1888, and abolished

in 1927.

4.2.2.3 The church

There were 240 communicants in the parish in 1557, but only 170 by 1569.  In 1640 there

were 150 communicants, and the church was valued at £100.  The parishioners were

responsible for the upkeep of the nave, as was the vicar for the chancel, but as the population

declined in the seventeenth- and eighteenth centuries and the vicars were usually absentees,

the church was badly neglected, and by 1858 it was in very poor condition.  

The first alterations to the church in the post-medieval period were in 1699 when the north

chapel was walled off to form a schoolroom.  This was not changed until 1858, when the wall

was removed, the nave floor was retiled, and new pews installed.  There were further internal

alterations during the late nineteenth- and early twentieth centuries, but the church has never

undergone a full-scale restoration. 

Other religious organisations
The only other religious foundation in Appledore was the Wesleyan chapel in The Street,

built in 1836.

4.2.2.4 Schools

There was a schoolmaster in Appledore in 1662, but probably no schoolhouse.  The north

chapel of the parish church was used as the school from 1700 to 1820, when a room in the

bakery was taken over.  The village school was opened in a new building in 1840.

4.2.2.5 The port and water communications

Appledore was no longer a port in the post-medieval period (see above), and the river Rother

was finally diverted away from the town in the eighteenth century when landlords upriver

dug a channel to increase the flow through their land.
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The Royal Military Canal
The construction of the Royal Military Canal 1804-1807 gave the economy of Appledore a

new lease of life, by providing employment, bringing a little commerce back to the town, and

improving overland communications between Appledore and the marsh.  The canal, which

was intended for coastal defence, ran along the edge of Romney Marsh from the coast just

east of Hythe to the river Rother north of Rye and its design included an adjacent road.  In

Appledore itself a new road was built at the south end of The Street to link up with the canal

and cross it by a bridge connecting with the road to Rye.  The present road to New Romney

was built at the same time.  In peacetime, when the canal was no longer purely military, a

barge service between Appledore to Hythe began, restoring a little waterborne trade to the

town. 

4.2.2.6 Industry and trade 
The heyday of Appledore’s trade was over by the post-medieval period, but some shops are

shown on the 1628 map (see above) and craftsmen such as a shoemaker, a carpenter and a

glover are mentioned in the seventeenth century.  Glove making continued until the late

nineteenth century. 

The economy of the town was basically agricultural, greatly dependent on the sheep rearing

and arable farming on Romney Marsh.  Most of the population was engaged in agricultural

work of some kind, and Appledore provided the services that they needed.  No industry

developed in or around the town, not even when the railway arrived in 1851.  

Mills
A mill-mound south-east of Court Lodge is probably the remains of the windmill shown on

Symondson’s 1596 map of Kent.  A mill-house is mentioned c. 1597, and in 1628 the town

miller was accused of ‘grynding upon the Sabbath’.  The medieval mill at Horne’s Place was

no longer standing by 1769, but in 1790 two mills were built on Appledore Heath and the

Union Mill was built in 1791.  A watermill was mentioned in 1631. 

Inns
The earliest inn in Appledore is The Red Lion, founded before 1628.  Three more, all in The

Street, were opened in the eighteenth century: The Queen’s Arms first mentioned in 1706,

The George Inn from 1720 and The Swan Inn from 1742.  The Red Lion and The Swan still

stand, although much modified. 

4.2.2.7 The railway

The railway from Rye to Ashford opened in 1851 when Appledore station was built c. 2km

south of the town on the still new Appledore to New Romney road.  At the end of the century

there was a horse-drawn bus between Tenterden and Appledore station, which stopped in

Appledore to pick up passengers for the train service. 

 

4.2.3 The modern town

There has been little building in or around Appledore, and where there has it is largely of late

nineteenth and twentieth century date.  The lack of development can be seen by comparing

the maps on Figures 7-10 with the modern OS map.
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4.2.4 Population
Appledore’s population in 1086 was c. 300 people, and there were about the same number of

inhabitants in 1569 and 1676.  According to Hasted, the figure had risen to only c. 320 by

1798 but in 1801 the first national census recorded 384.  The population increased slowly but

steadily until reaching a peak of 671 in 1871; it has been declining ever since.  

5 URBAN CHARACTERISTICS
The following summary of Appledore’s urban characteristics has been divided into medieval

and post-medieval periods (ie. pre- and post-dating c. 1540).  For the post-medieval period

the focus has been on the principal features.  

5.1 Medieval plan components and urban features (Figures 8 and 9) 

Figure 7 shows the historic buildings of the town and the early plan components which can be

identified are shown on Figure 8.  The topography and layout of the settlement in its

formative years and how the peninsula related to wetter ground around is uncertain, and thus

the whole of the peninsula and its immediate surrounds should be regarded as potentially

archaeologically significant  The Street formed the backbone of the medieval town, with the

church (PC1) and the market (PC2) at its southern end.  The manor was probably situated

where Horne’s Place now stands, c. 1.5km north of the church and inland from the peninsula

on which the settlement developed.  Communications may have been the reason for this dual

settlement; access to the river Rother would have been of vital importance.  When Appledore

was at its commercial peak in the fourteenth century, the manor at Horne’s Place was

replaced by a new manor house at Court Lodge (PC8), south-east of the market and near the

river.  Landward communications led from The Street eastwards towards the marsh and

westwards to the Isle of Oxney. The location and extent of harbours and landing areas is

unclear.

The churchyard was probably encroached upon by the market, and then tenement plots were

laid out on the north (PC3).  Further groups of tenement plots (PC4-7) developed to east and

west of The Street. 

The early plan form appears quite simple comprising the principal elements of the church, the

market and possible tenement plots either side of The Street.  The town was rebuilt after the

French sacked it in 1380, but seems to have maintained its fundamental plan with the addition

of the new manor at Court Lodge.

PC1 The Parish Church of SS Peter and Paul and its churchyard. 

a) (MUF 1) The parish church of St Peter and St Paul and surrounding

churchyard.  The oldest surviving parts of the building are the west tower, the

north-transept chancel and the sanctuary, which are thirteenth century. The rest

of the structure dates from after 1380, when the church was rebuilt following its

partial destruction by the French (Newman 1980, 130-131).

PC2 The site of the medieval market place. 

a) (MUF 2) Site of the maypole. 

PC3 Possible extent of original churchyard before encroachment.
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a) (MUF 3) Site of medieval market cross.

PC4 Possible group of tenement plots on east side of The Street.

PC5 Possible group of tenement plots on east side of The Street.

PC6 Possible group of tenement plots on east side of The Street.

PC7 Possible group of tenement plots on west side of The Street.

a) (MUF 6) Swan House, fifteenth century timber-framed building (DoE 1979,

8).

b) (MUF5) The Bates Residents.  A sixteenth century or earlier timber-framed

building, close studded with plaster infill, recently restored (DoE 1979, 11).

PC8 Court Lodge Farm, site of the later manor house.

 

a) (MUF 4) A sixteenth century barn (Hasted VII, 255). 

5.2 Post-medieval plan components and urban features

The Street remained the centre of settlement, and there was little change throughout the post-

medieval period.

(PMUF1) The church of St Peter and St Paul and the surrounding churchyard.  The

basically medieval structure of the church underwent various alterations in 1699, 1858,

1872 and 1888-9 (Newman 1980, 130-131).

(PMUF2) The Royal Military Canal, built 1804-1807. 

(PMUF3) Site of The Red Lion Public House, pulled down in the 1930s, now The

Black Lion.

(PMUF4) The Swan Inn, built in the eighteenth century (DoE 1979, 5).

(PMUF5) Wesleyan Methodist Chapel, built 1836 (OS 1871). 

(PMUF6) Site of cross or market house, demolished 1830.

(PMUF7) The Vicarage (OS 1871).

(PMUF8) Seventeenth century timber-framed building, refaced with red brick (DoE

1979, 5).

(PMUF9) Seventeenth century or earlier timber-framed building, refaced with red

brick in the eighteenth century (DoE 1979, 6).
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(PMUF10) Probable seventeenth century or earlier timber-framed building, refaced in

the nineteenth century with red brick on the ground floor and tile hanging above (DoE

1979, 70).

(PMUF11) Probable seventeenth century timber-framed building of two parallel

ranges (DoE 1979, 9).

(PMUF12) Seventeenth century or earlier timber-framed L-shaped block, refaced in

the eighteenth century (DoE 1979, 8).

6 THE POTENTIAL OF APPLEDORE
6.1 Archaeological research overview

No archaeological investigations have so far been undertaken within the town or its

surroundings.  Thus little is known about the extent of surviving archaeological sub-surface

deposits. There is a good possibility that some sub-surface archaeological deposits may have

survived in those areas that have not been cellared, although the medieval stratigraphy may

be comparatively thin and not far below the present ground surface.  If surviving areas of

intact medieval and earlier stratigraphy can be located they could help to establish the

evolution and development of the market town.  Waterlogged deposits may well survive to

the south, east and west of the town and there may be evidence for the harbour or harbours

and possible waterfront installations.  Their site(s) have never been established, but current

topographical work may soon be able to suggest probable locations.  The construction of the

Royal Military Canal to the south and east of the town may have caused some destruction

there, but a hypothesised site on the west has never been disturbed.

In 1994 ten cellars were recorded within the study area (Figure 11).  This survey, plus

inspection of trenches caused by minor redevelopment and public utilities, suggests that there

is a good chance that sub-surface archaeological deposits survive.  

Horne’s Place, which may be the site of the first manorial farm, is also worthy of

archaeological consideration.  Foundations of a probably medieval hall were found in the late

eighteenth century, suggesting that there is a good chance that archaeological deposits have

survived in the vicinity of the present buildings.  The excellent documentation for the farm in

the thirteenth- and fourteenth centuries could be used to enhance the evidence produced by

archaeological investigation. 

6.2 Research questions

The purpose of this document is to develop policy for Appledore’s urban archaeological

deposits.  The historic urban core is very restricted in size; the modern settlement is little

larger and there has been minimal modern development.  The likelihood of the survival of

meaningful archaeological deposits is high, and systematic area excavation could be

extremely profitable in answering the many questions about its origins, chronological

development and situation within Kent’s urban hierarchy.
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6.3 Key areas for research

6.3.1 The origins of Appledore 

The following need to be investigated

The nature, date and extent of the earliest settlement remains at Appledore

The earliest remains which can be classed as urban or proto-urban

The routes and dates of the roads into the settlement

The influence of the river on the  origins and development of the town

The origins, location and development of the harbour and evidence for

harbour structures or features

The  origins and development of the church and churchyard

The site of the original focus of the  pre-urban settlement

The origin, development and location of the first market

6.3.2 Appledore in the medieval period
The following need to be investigated

The development of the harbour and the town as a trading centre

Evidence for ship building, breaking and repairing

Evidence for encroachments on the market place

The date of the development of The Street as a commercial centre

The origins, development  and economic base of the first manorial farm

(Horne’s Place), its economic base and its effect on the development of the

town

The origin, development and economic base of the second manorial farm

(Court Lodge)

The development  of the church and churchyard

The economic base of the medieval town including its trading and industry

The form and character of individual properties

The construction of the Great Wall and its impact on the development and

economy of the medieval town

The construction of the Rhee Wall and its impact on the development and

economy of the medieval town

6.3.3 Appledore  in the post-medieval period
The following need to be investigated

The pattern of settlement and the relationship of individual plots to the

settlement framework

The nature, extent and chronology of occupation within the urban core

The form and character of individual properties

The economic base of the town including its trading elements 

The decline of Appledore as a market town and trading centre

6.3.4 General questions
The following need to be investigated

The evidence of artefactual remains in interpreting the Appledore’s pre-urban

and urban role

The palaeo-environmental history of the town
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The discovery and study of both structures and artefacts would illuminate these topics.

Small-scale archaeological sampling in individual properties in Appledore could provide

answers to specific questions.  Consideration should be given, however, to large-scale

excavation over a number of adjacent properties, which would provide a wider picture, if

desk-top assessment and field evaluation demonstrate the case.  The position and importance

of Appledore in the hierarchy of Kent towns can be solved only through excavation, field

survey and consultation of historical documentation.
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Figure 3. Andrews, Dury and Herbert’s map of Appledore,

1769





Figure 4. Hasted’s map of Appledore, 1798





Figure 5. Ordnance Surveyor’s field drawing for 1
st
 Edition

OS map, c.1800
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APPENDIX I: KENT AND MEDWAY STRUCTURE PLAN – MAPPING

OUT THE FUTURE: DRAFT SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING
GUIDANCE (SPG 3)  ON ARCHAEOLOGY IN HISTORIC TOWNS

1. Introduction

1.1 The Extensive Urban Archaeological Survey, undertaken by Kent County Council,

assesses the archaeological potential of the historic towns in Kent and Medway, particularly

in relation to potential impacts from development. It constitutes draft supplementary planning

guidance (as revised following consultation). Following adoption of the Kent and Medway

Structure Plan (KMSP) (anticipated in late 2005) this draft guidance will be taken forward as

Supplementary Planning Guidance to KMSP Policy QL8 [Archaeological Sites] which sets

out the requirements for the conservation and management of archaeological sites and finds.

The draft KMSP and the draft supplementary guidance on archaeology (SPG3) were subject

to full public consultation in late 2003. The draft supplementary planning guidance has been

revised in the light of the responses received to that consultation. Policy QL8 is also the

subject of a Proposed Change put forward in 2004 prior to the Structure Plan Examination in

Public.  

Policy QL8: Archaeological Sites

The archaeological and historic integrity of scheduled ancient monuments and

other important archaeological sites, together with their settings, will be

protected and, where possible, enhanced. Development which would adversely

affect them will not normally be permitted.

Where important or potentially important archaeological remains may exist,

developers will be required to arrange for archaeological assessment and/or

field evaluation to be carried out in advance of the determination of planning

applications.

Where the case for development affecting an archaeological site is accepted, the

archaeological remains should be preserved in situ. Where preservation in situ

is not possible or justified, appropriate provision for preservation by record

will be required.

  Source : Kent and Medway Structure Plan:Deposit Plan September 2003 as amended by

Propsed Pre – Examination in Public Changes: June 2004   

1.2 Precisely defining what is a town is not straightforward; for the purposes of this study,

places that can be seen historically to have fulfilled roles as central places socially and

economically, and perhaps with a market, have been included. Inevitably the distinction

between village and town is not always clear. The Extensive Urban Archaeological Survey

includes some medieval towns that are no longer of urban character and extends to towns

which developed in the eighteenth century. Roman towns that now only survive as buried

remains in a rural context are not included. The Guidance is concerned with the impact of

development on archaeological remains within towns rather than sites in the surrounding

countryside. In particular it seeks to raise awareness of areas of archaeological importance
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within a town, provide more accurate information on the extent of these areas and establish a

consistent approach towards dealing with the impact of development proposals across Kent

and Medway
1
. Canterbury and Dover have not been included in the Extensive Urban

Archaeological Survey, as a more detailed Urban Archaeological Database is being

developed for Canterbury and one is proposed for Dover.

1.3 The Guidance is aimed at local planning authorities, developers and their advisers. It

may also be of interest to landowners, householders and local historical groups.  Pending

adoption of the Kent and Medway Structure Plan, this Guidance amplifies Policy ENV18 of

the adopted Kent Structure Plan 1996. Local Planning Authorities are encouraged to take the

guidance into account in the preparation of their Local Plans/ Development Plan Documents

and site specific Supplementary Planning Documents. The Guidance does not apply outside

the identified urban areas and should be read alongside existing Local Plan policies on

archaeology. The Guidance has been issued both as a Kent and Medway edition containing

maps for all the settlements to which it applies and a district edition containing maps only for

those settlements falling in the respective district area. There is no difference in the wording

or application of the Guidance in either edition.

2. SPG Background

2.1 Kent’s historic towns, some of which have been occupied since Roman times or even

earlier, contain a wealth of evidence of past ways of life. This may take the form of buried

archaeological deposits, standing buildings or structures, such as castles or town walls, or the

present street patterns which may reflect past urban forms. At the same time, our towns need

to develop as thriving communities. The Guidance aims to reduce conflict between the need

for development and the need to preserve important archaeological remains, through the

preparation of an ongoing and integrated strategy for conserving the urban archaeological

resource.

2.2 The Government’s policy on archaeological remains is set out in PPG16:

Archaeology and Planning. It states (para. 6) that:

‘Archaeological remains should be seen as a finite and non-renewable resource, in many
cases highly fragile and vulnerable to damage and destruction. Appropriate management is
therefore essential to ensure they survive in good condition. In particular, care must be taken
to ensure that archaeological remains are not needlessly or thoughtlessly destroyed. They
can contain irreplaceable information about our past and the potential for an increase in
future knowledge. They are part of our sense of national identity and are valuable both for
their own sake and for their role in education, leisure and tourism.’

2.3 Archaeological remains are not always buried below ground and in many cases

historic buildings within a town will contain important archaeological information,

irrespective of whether they are Listed Buildings or not. Indeed, as noted in PPG15 (para.

2.15):

‘Some historic buildings are scheduled ancient monuments, and many which are not
scheduled are of intrinsic archaeological interest or stand on ground which contains`
archaeological remains.’

                                                
1
 Please note that Kent County Council provides an archaeological service for the Medway area on

behalf of Medway Council.
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2.4 The means by which provision for archaeological preservation or recording is secured

is also discussed in PPG16. In the event that archaeological work may be required prior to a

planning decision being taken (para  21 ):

`it is reasonable for the planning authority to request the prospective developer to arrange
for an archaeological field evaluation to be carried out before any decision on the planning
application is taken.’

If the planning authority is willing to grant planning permission but requires that preservation

in-situ or archaeological recording take place (para 30):

`it is open to them to do so by the use of a negative condition i.e. a condition prohibiting the
carrying out of development until such time as works or other action, e.g. an excavation,
have been carried out by a third party. ‘

3. Urban Archaeological Zones and Guidance

3.1 The Guidance relates to 46 towns in Kent and Medway as listed in Section 9. A plan has

been produced for each town (for Appledore here Figure 13) providing archaeological response

zones based on the known importance of archaeological deposits in that town, which again

derives from the Extensive Urban Archaeological Survey. The boundaries of these zones are

related to the possible extent of archaeological deposits rather than modern boundaries. Key

documents in assessing the archaeological potential of Kent’s towns are the Ordnance

Surveyors’ Field Drawings of c. 1800 (held by the British Library). These provide consistent,

fairly detailed cartography of the various towns before the population explosion of the 19
th

century. While they do not map the extent and layout of the towns in the medieval period, they

nonetheless provide a useful baseline for assessing the extent and layout of the towns in the

Middle Ages. In the case of applications for Listed Building Consent or where the building is

historic in character, and where the proposal impacts on the historic fabric, then the Local

Planning Authority will need to consider whether or not to consult the County Archaeologist in

respect of  considerations of archaeology or industrial archaeology.  Similarly, developers

considering proposals in these areas are encouraged to consult the County Archaeologist at an

early stage in the design process. Four types of Urban Archaeological Zone have been

identified although they will not necessarily be present in all the towns. The zones indicate:

Zone 1 – Areas of known national importance;

Zone 2 – Areas of known archaeological potential where clarification of the nature of this

potential is required;

Zone 3 – Areas where archaeological potential is thought to be lower; and

Zone 4 – Areas in which archaeological remains have been completely removed.

Further information detailing the state of knowledge of the archaeology of each of these towns

including analysis of their topography and historical development is available in the form of an

Assessment Report. These reports can be purchased from the County Archaeologist (see section

7 for contact details).
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3.2 Zone 1 identifies, as suggested in PPG16 (para 16), archaeological remains of known

national importance, and comprises both Scheduled Monuments and unscheduled remains.

PPG16 (para 8) states that:

‘Where nationally important archaeological remains, whether scheduled or not, and their
settings, are affected by proposed development there should be a presumption in favour of their
physical preservation.’

3.3 Scheduled Monuments (formerly known as Scheduled Ancient Monuments) are

protected under Part 1 of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979, and

prior consent from the Secretary of State is required for all works affecting such monuments,

whether or not those works require planning permission. Local planning authorities should

secure, through the development control process, the protection of nationally important

remains that are not scheduled.

3.4 Development proposals within Zone 1 that are likely to affect nationally important

archaeological remains whether scheduled or not, should include a detailed archaeological

assessment of the remains and a mitigation strategy setting out how the remains will be

protected. Buildings and foundations may need to be designed and/or located to allow

preservation of archaeological remains. Such considerations should be addressed at an early

stage in the design process, if possible before a planning application is actually submitted, in

order to avoid unnecessary costs.

3.5 The archaeological and historic integrity of sites within Zone 1, together with their

settings, should be protected and where possible enhanced. Where development would

adversely affect them permission will normally be refused.

3.6 Where permission is granted, conditions will normally be applied, or agreements

entered into, to ensure that any necessary mitigation strategy is implemented. Applications

for planning permission and other consents that affect the fabric of historic buildings, or other

historic structures or earthworks, and/or that disturb the ground, should be accompanied by

the following:

i.) a detailed report on the character and extent of any archaeological remains likely to be

affected; and

ii.) a mitigation strategy detailing how any possible archaeological impacts would be

avoided.

3.7 Zone 2 contains archaeological remains, some of which may be of national

importance but whose precise extent, quality or level of importance is currently not clear, and

where clarification of potential is required. Early consultation with the local planning

authority, preferably prior to the submission of a planning application, will enable the

implications of the proposals to be assessed, the appropriate course of action identified, and

expensive redesign costs avoided.

3.8 The archaeological and historic integrity of sites within Zone 2, together with their

settings, should be protected and where possible enhanced. Further information will be

needed in this respect before informed decisions can be made. Therefore development

proposals within Zone 2 that affect the historic fabric of buildings, or other historic structures
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or earthworks, and/or that disturb the ground, should be accompanied by a detailed report on

the character and extent of any archaeological remains likely to be affected. Field evaluation

may need to be carried out and the results made available prior to the determination of a

planning application.

3.9 If significant archaeological remains are found to be affected by the proposals,

preservation in situ of the remains will normally be sought. In some cases the need to

preserve important archaeological remains may result in planning permission having to be

refused. If permission is granted, a mitigation strategy detailing how preservation in situ is to

be achieved should be submitted to and agreed with the local planning authority. Where

preservation in situ is not justified appropriate provision for archaeological investigation,

recording, analysis, publication and archiving will be required, in accordance with a written

specification and timetable to be agreed with the local planning authority. Conditions will

normally be applied to permissions or agreements sought to implement the mitigation

strategy or programme of archaeological work.

3.10 Zone 3 contains archaeological remains which on current evidence are of lesser

importance. Development proposals within Zone 3 that affect the historic fabric of buildings,

or other historic structures or earthworks, and/or that will disturb the ground should include

provision for archaeological investigation, generally in the form of monitoring and/or

borehole investigation, and the recording of finds and information of archaeological interest.

If extensive or particularly important archaeological remains are unexpectedly encountered

during the development process, there may be a need to arrange for their physical

preservation and/or a more detailed programme of archaeological investigation and

recording. Where permission is granted, conditions will normally be applied or agreements

sought to implement the archaeological work.

3.11 Zone 4 comprises areas where archaeological remains are known already to have

been entirely removed by previous development, or other activity, including archaeological

excavation. This Zone is only defined on the plan where it lies within the study area. 

4. Outside the Urban Archaeological Zoned Area

4.1 Archaeological remains may be known or thought likely to exist outside the areas

covered by the Extensive Urban Archaeological Survey and the Urban Archaeological Zones.

Developers considering proposals in these areas are encouraged to consult the County

Archaeologist at an early stage in the design process.

5. Updating of the Urban Archaeological Zones

As new archaeological and historical information concerning the historic towns becomes

available, it may be necessary for the County Archaeologist in conjunction with the Local

Planning Authority to revise the boundaries of the Urban Archaeological Zones.  

6. Glossary of Terms

Scheduled Monument

Under the Ancient Monument and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 the Secretary of State has

a duty to compile and maintain a schedule of monuments, such monuments having statutory

protection. Monuments on the schedule are by definition of national importance and the

appropriateness of addition to the list is assessed against a set of criteria as set out in PPG16

Annex 4.
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PPG15

Planning Policy Guidance 15: Planning and the Historic Environment (Department of the

Environment and the Department of National Heritage 1994)

PPG16

Planning Policy Guidance 16: Archaeology and Planning (Department of the Environment

1990)

NB PPG15 and PPG16 are currently being revised and consolidated into a new Planning

Policy Statement for the Historic Environment – PPS15

Assessment

This is normally a desk based activity bringing together all known evidence relating to the

importance or potential of a given site or area.

Evaluation

This is normally supplementary work undertaken in the field (either non-intrusive such as

fieldwalking or geophysical survey, or intrusive such as boreholing or trial trenching) to

obtain further information on the character, extent, date and potential of a given site or area.

Mitigation

Archaeological mitigation aims to minimise the effects of proposed development and

normally consists of either preservation in situ of the archaeological remains, and/or

archaeological investigation, recording, publication and archiving, where preservation is not

justified or possible.

7. Useful Addresses and Contacts

County Archaeologist

Heritage Conservation Group

Kent County Council

Invicta House

County Hall

Maidstone

Kent

ME14 1XX

Tel: 01622-221541

English Heritage

Eastgate Court

195-205 High Street

Guildford

GU1 3EH

Tel: 01483 252038

8. List of Settlements to which draft SPG3 Applies

Appledore

Ashford

Charing
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Chatham

Chilham

Cranbrook

Dartford

Deal

Edenbridge

Elham

Faversham

Folkestone

Fordwich

Gillingham

Goudhurst

Gravesend

Headcorn

Hythe

Ightham

Lenham

Lydd

Maidstone

Marden

Margate

Milton Regis

Minster in Thanet

New Romney

Northfleet

Queenborough

Ramsgate

Rochester

Sandwich

Sevenoaks

Sheerness

Sittingbourne

Smarden

Tenterden

Tonbridge

Tunbridge Wells

West Malling

Westerham

Whitstable

Wingham

Wrotham

Wye

Yalding
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