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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
This report has been prepared by Exeter Archaeology (EA) to assess the archaeological impact of a 
revised proposal for a development of micro flats at Lower North Street, Exeter (SX 9179 9271).  
 
The assessment was commissioned by Comprehensive Design Ltd. at the request of Exeter City 
Council (ECC), and represents a revision of an earlier assessment of the original proposal. 1 The 
present report has been undertaken in accordance with guidance notes set out in a memo from the ECC 
Archaeology Officer (20th April 2005). 2 
 
1.1 The site (SX 9179 9271; Fig. 1) 
The site covers 0.035 hectares of land close to the junction of Lower North Street and Paul Street at a 
height of c. 27.5–32m AOD. It lies within an area of known remains (largely Roman), directly to the 
rear of the Roman and later city wall, and immediately north-east of the site of the medieval North 
Gate. The latter is also the possible site of the north gate of the Roman civil town, although is thought 
that the north gate of the Roman legionary fortress was situated c. 60m SSW of the medieval town gate. 
 
The main body of the site is a rectangular area 28m long and 10–12m wide. The northern half of the 
north-west side is bounded by a surviving length of the city wall, and the southern half by North Gate 
Court, a modern development that extends across the line of the wall. The wall contains fabric of 
different periods. A substantial modern stone buttress, which projects into the site, marks a change in 
the character of the wall; to the south the wall is less substantial with a height of 3.5m above site level, 
while to the north it is wider and steps up to a height of 4.7m. An apron of wall core extends up to 
1.2m into the site for a distance of 14.5m from the north-west corner of the site.  
 
To the north-east and south-east the site is bounded by the Harlequins car park, the level of which is 
up to 4.4m higher than the lowest part of the site. A steep bank, 5m wide at the base, occupies the 
whole of the south-east side of the site, rising up to the level of the car park. The bank consists of 
mixed earth, stone, brick and concrete rubble. A modern brick retaining wall extends for a distance of 
6m along the north-east site boundary. To the north-west it abuts the city wall; to the south-east it 
abuts a truncated stone rubble wall, aligned north-east to south-west, projecting out from the edge of 
the site. The brick wall would have been built when the Express & Echo Sports Club buildings 
(formerly the Black Dog Inn) were demolished some time after 1967, and the stone wall that it abuts 
may mark the edge of these buildings. The western half of the site is generally level, apart from a rise 
in height at the north end.  
 
The site is currently covered by scrubby vegetation, which is generally denser on the bank along the 
south-east side. Mature trees are growing along the boundary with the car park on the north-east and 
south-east sides. The level base of the site is covered with a skim of pea gravel.  
 
1.2 Statutory and other designations 
The entire site lies within the Exeter Area of Archaeological Importance (AAI), a designation 
established by the 1979 Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act, and additionally is 
included within the Central Conservation Area.3 The city wall is a Scheduled Monument (SM Devon 
136). 
 
2. HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 
                                                 
1 Exeter Archaeology 2004 
2 Pye 2005 
3 Exeter City Council 2002. 
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2.1 Historical background 
The origins of Exeter are dated to around AD 55 when a fortress was founded by the Roman army. It 
occupied a rectangular site of about 16ha, overlooking a ford across the River Exe.4 Following the 
departure of the Legion to South Wales in c. AD 75, the site became the nucleus of a town that 
functioned as the commercial and administrative capital of the region during the remainder of the 
Roman occupation of Britain. During the latter half of the second century an earthwork defence was 
established enclosing a much-enlarged area of around 37.5ha (93 acres). Early in the next century a 
substantial town wall was constructed at the foot of the earlier rampart, and this forms the core of the 
present-day city wall. 
 
2.2 Archaeological background 
The development site lies just outside the defences of the Roman fortress and directly over the line of 
the later Roman rampart and town (later city) wall. This is adjacent to the possible site of the north 
gate of the later Roman town, and also the approximate site of the medieval North Gate, which was 
demolished in June 1769. No physical remains have been found to locate either gate with precision, 
but the position of the medieval gate has been calculated from map evidence.5 It is possible that the 
structure may have extended into the south-western corner of the site.  
 
A number of archaeological investigations have been carried out within the development site. In 
March 1978 Exeter Museums Archaeological Field Unit (EMAFU, now EA) undertook a watching 
brief during building works at North Gate Court. This was followed by the excavation of two areas 
across and immediately behind the city wall (Fig. 10, sites A and B).  
 
In 1984 EMAFU excavated a trench (Fig. 10, trench 14) adjacent to the development site at the south-
western end of what is now the Harlequins car park. 
 
The results of these investigations are more fully described in section 4.  
 
3. DOCUMENTARY HISTORY OF THE SITE 
 
The site is located within the ancient parish of St Paul. When fully built up the site appears to have 
comprised the frontages of what became Nos 2 to 5 Lower North Street. The city wall was originally 
constructed c. AD 200 to defend the Roman town of Isca Dumnoniorum,6 and is believed to have been 
refurbished in the 9th century under Aethelstan. It was customary among late Saxon defended towns 
for there to have been an intramural street, enabling defenders to have ready access to the whole 
circuit wall during an attack. At Exeter this street was c. 7m wide; it was owned by the city authorities 
into the modern period, and from the later medieval period parts of it were leased as gardens. The 
earliest detailed map of Exeter, a bird’s eye view by John Hooker made in 1587, does appear to show 
the intramural street intact (Fig. 2), but a revised version printed in 1618, attributed to Hogenberg (Fig. 
3), suggests that parts had by then been leased to owners of Paul Street properties, enabling them to 
extend their gardens back to the wall. Both views suggest that at least part of the north-east side of 
Lower North Street was built up at that time. 
 
In 1562 the City Chamber granted to James Kirkham, gentleman, what was described as a newly built 
tenement on the site of the ‘northgate’ and the two gardens on each side; the duration of the lease was 

                                                 
4 Henderson 1999, 482. 
5 Chamber Map Book DRO ECA Book 58, Map No. 9. 
6 Blaylock 1995, 1. 
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for the lives of himself, his wife and daughter Margaret.7 In 1587 a reversionary lease was granted to 
Thomas Chaple for the lives of himself and three of his children,8 and in 1640 the brewer Richard 
Evans was granted a lease, which was renewed in 1653.9 In 1681 another lease was granted to the 
merchant John Tucker, and this was followed in 1697 by a reversionary lease to Courtenay Croker, 
Esquire.10 In 1740 the miller John Fisher was granted a lease of what was still described as a tenement 
on the site of North Gate and two gardens,11 although Joseph Coles’ map of 1709 (Fig. 4) and the 
much more accurate 1744 map by John Rocque (Fig. 5) do suggest that the site’s entire frontage was 
built up by then. 
 
However, the evidence is conflicting. During the 1750s the City Chamber commissioned a map book 
showing all its property from its surveyor John Richards. This provides the first measurement of what 
was still said to be a garden on the site, measuring 167 feet (51m) long and 23 feet (7m) wide.12 In 
1761 a reversionary lease was granted to the baker John Williams; the plan in the margin of the lease 
(Fig. 6) showed the land to the south-east to have been owned by Kellow Nation. Two years later the 
City Chamber were desirous of erecting Lant’s Almshouses of the south-west side of the North Gate 
and persuaded their lessee to surrender his lease.13 In 1769 the North Gate became the first of Exeter’s 
gates to be demolished, and the opportunity to widen the approach was taken. 
 
Redevelopment began in 1771 when building leases were granted, the one involving the site being to 
Benjamin Bright, who agreed to lay out £150 on building what was to become the Black Dog public 
house.14 He may have owned or leased the property to the south-east. The first located mention of the 
Black Dog Inn is from 1798, when the lease, along with the freehold of the property to the south-east, 
was advertised. The former, tenanted by Richard Jordan, included a brewhouse, stables and courtlage, 
while the adjoining property was described only as a dwelling house.15 A year later the Chamber 
granted Richard Jordan a lease for the duration of his life.16 He advertised the lease along with the 
freehold of the adjoining property in 1808, when the brick-built public house included ‘all those 
spacious back buildings, comprising a brew-house and malt-house, lately erected, and four stables, 
with a courtlage’ while alongside was the dwelling house, also brick-built, and cellars.17 Richard 
Jordan died in 1824 and the following year another lease was granted to Joseph Finch, although by 
1838 Simon Wreford was said to have been the owner.  
 
In that year a detailed valuation was published, in which the Black Dog included ‘cellars, brewhouse, 
stables and alley, and part let in tenements’; the licensee was Edward Turner and the annual value 
assessed at £73.18 This provides the first description of the other properties on the site. The adjoining 
properties were owned by Thomas Nosworthy and comprised a dwelling house with front shop 
occupied by Thomas Beedle and valued at £32, and two small houses occupied by Thomas Balsom 
and James Ball valued at £33 and £19. The eastern corner of the site extends over what had been a 
dwelling house within a court owned by Samuel Arthur, accessed from Paul Street. On later maps this 
is shown as Arthur Place. 

                                                 
7 DRO ECA ED/M/1139. 
8 Harte et al. 1919–47, 753. 
9 DRO ECA Survey Book 189, f16; ECA Survey Book 190, f70. 
10 DRO ECA Survey Book 193, f150v. 
11 DRO ECA Survey Book 202, f1. 
12 Chamber Map Book DRO ECA Book 58, Map No. 9, property No. 1. 
13 DRO ECA Book 59, Map No. 9, property No. 1. 
14 idem. 
15 Trewman’s Exeter Flying Post  27.9.1798 3e. 
16 DRO ECA Book 59, Map No. 9, property No. 1. 
17 Trewman’s Exeter Flying Post  17.3.1808 4c. 
18 1838 Valuation, 58. 
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The 1851 census named Edward Turner as the licensee, while there were four households (three of 
them headed by labourers) in Black Dog Court, presumably at the rear. The neighbouring properties 
were occupied by a grocer, a portrait painter, and a slater and plasterer, with that adjoining being 
uninhabited or rebuilt.19 
 
By 1852 the City Chamber had disposed of the freehold, and an advertisement for what was then 
described as the Black Dog Inn, ‘a noted Beer House’, referred to its containing ‘sitting rooms of 
various dimensions, bar, bedrooms, and all requisite domestic Offices, and accommodations for an Inn 
and Tavern. The spacious Courtlage behind comprises Stables, Sheds, with other conveniences 
adapted for a large Hostelry and Public Mews, and an enclosed Skittle Ground’.20 
 
By 1881 the houses had been numbered, and William Lear was the innkeeper; a charwoman headed 
another household also at No. 5. No. 4 was uninhabited, while No. 3 was occupied by a tobacconist, 
and No. 2 by an earthenware dealer.21 The map accompanying the 1910 Finance Act Valuation 
showed Nos 4 and 5 to be in the same ownership, with the Black Dog property extending back nearly 
50m along the line of the city wall. The last reference to the Black Dog at Nos 4 and 5 is in a 1923 
directory.22 That same year also showed the last entry for No. 3, still occupied by a tobacconist, while 
the last entry for No. 2 had been in 1919, when occupied by a fish dealer. The 1932 OS map shows the 
bulk of the site to have been cleared, but No. 5 was still present. By 1933 it was the Express & Echo 
Sports Club, and this continued to be recorded in the directories until 1967.23 
 
Summary 
The bird’s eye views of around 1600 suggest there was by then some development down Lower North 
Street from the Paul Street corner, but the presence of the North Gate hides the lowest section. 
 
John Rocque was an accurate map-maker and so the disparity between his 1744 map and the two 
surveys of their own property by the City Chamber’s noted surveyor, John Richards, is very unusual. 
One possible explanation would be that the garden was hidden behind a wall of the North Gate and, 
without a right of access to the premises, John Rocque may have merely assumed that the area was 
built up. 
 
The fact that the City Chamber granted a building lease in 1771 seems to indicate that the site was 
undeveloped at that time. The brick-built public house erected there may well have continued more or 
less unchanged into the 1960s. 
 
4. PREVIOUS ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS (Figs 10 & 16-17) 
 
4.1 North Gate Court (EUAD Intervention No. 69.0) 
In 1978 a watching brief was undertaken on the North Gate Court development immediately west of 
the present site on the corner between Lower North Street and Northernhay Street.  
 
Site A (Fig. 16) 
During the initial watching brief, a foundation trench excavated at right angles to the front of the city 
wall was monitored and recorded. Following this, a rescue excavation was undertaken, which 

                                                 
19 WCSL 1851 Census (PRO HO/107/1869/f224/pp48–9). 
20 Trewman’s Exeter Flying Post  2.12.1852 1b. 
21 WCSL 1881 Census (PRO RG11/2154/f80/pp2–3). 
22 Besley 1923, 59. 
23 Kelly’s Directory of Exeter 1967, 117. 
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extended around the trench on the same side of the wall, across the line of the wall and onto the other 
(south-east) side. This was known as site A. The earliest feature observed was a Roman military 
period ditch, aligned north-west to south-east, which was interpreted as a drainage channel for the 
fortress defences. The ditch, which was overlain by the footings of the Roman town wall,24 was only 
observed in a deep section excavated along the north-west side of the city wall. A large area of wall 
core from the base of the Roman town wall was exposed in plan, with deposits from the associated 
rampart25 abutting from the south-east. At the southern end of the area, a rebuilt and refaced section of 
the city wall of medieval date was exposed. No remains of the medieval North Gate were identified, 
although the work was carried out under conditions that made recording difficult. A medieval stone-
capped drain extended along the front of the wall, cutting into the Roman military ditch. The remains 
of a post-medieval building, constructed against the front of the medieval wall and cut into the top of 
the early Roman ditch, were found at the extreme south end of the excavation. A post-medieval cellar 
wall, cut into the face of the Roman town wall, was exposed further to the north.  
 
On the north-west side of the city wall, the top of the surviving early Roman deposits was at 24.4m 
AOD, although they had been truncated by the foundations of the town wall. The floor level of the 
post-medieval building was at 24.25m AOD. The top of the medieval section of city wall was 25.84m 
AOD, and the top of the post-medieval cellar wall was 25.94m AOD. Existing ground level (i.e. 
pavement level of Lower North Street) was at 26.10m AOD 
 
On the south-east side of the city wall the top of the Roman town wall survived to a height of 26.07m 
AOD, and the top of the rampart deposits at the east edge of the site was 26.14m AOD. No medieval 
or post-medieval deposits were recorded here, and no record was made of existing ground level.  
 
Site B (Fig. 17) 
A second area (site B) was excavated a little further to the north-east, against the rear of the city wall. 
A number of sections were excavated across the exposed Roman town defences. The southern end of 
the area was completely excavated to subsoil level, but over the remainder of the site Roman deposits 
were selectively excavated, with much left in situ (Pl. 1). 
 
A possible buried ground surface below the defences yielded an Iron Age coin of Durotrigian type. 
Above this surface was the first rampart26 of the expanded later Roman town. This was an earthwork 
rampart probably revetted with timber or wattle. A metalled track was laid along the tail of the 
rampart. The front of the rampart was subsequently cut through by the foundations of the town wall.27 
A new rampart28 was built to the rear of the wall, sealing the primary bank. Both phases of defences 
were constructed within the period 160–200 AD. A ditch was excavated along the tail of the later 
rampart in the 3rd century AD or later.  
 
Post-Roman deposits were described only as ‘modern’ or ‘modern concrete’. No medieval or post-
medieval deposits were recorded as being present. The top of Roman deposits at the south-eastern 
edge of the excavation, i.e. within the footprint of the proposed building, was at 29.55m AOD at the 
north end of the site and at 27.70m at the south end. The base of archaeological deposits (and top of 
natural subsoil) was at 27.90m AOD at the north end and 27m at the south end.  
 
4.2 Paul Street, trench 14 (EUAD Intervention No. 76.14) 

                                                 
24 EUAD Monument No. 10259.03. 
25 EUAD Monument No. 10260.03. 
26 EUAD Monument No. 10258.01. 
27 EUAD Monument No. 10259.03. 
28 EUAD Monument No. 10260.03. 
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In 1984 a trench was excavated at the south end of what is now the Harlequins car park as part of a 
series of excavations carried out during the early 1980s prior to the redevelopment of this area. The 
trench was located immediately adjacent to the development site.  
 
The earliest features exposed dated to the Roman military period and consisted of a patrol track29 and a 
flanking drainage ditch, which ran outside the fortress ditch. A two-phase Roman timber building from 
the early civil period30 was subsequently constructed over the infilled ditch. The building probably 
fronted onto an extramural road31 on the same line as the military track. The overlying medieval and 
post-medieval deposits were not fully interpreted and published. The medieval features consisted of 
ditches, robbed walls and soil deposits. These sealed and cut the Roman features. The post-medieval 
features included pits, a stone drain and a cobbled surface, and were overlain by modern demolition 
material.  
 
In this trench original ground level was recorded as c. 29.75m AOD. The top of post-medieval 
deposits was recorded at 28.3m AOD and the top of medieval deposits at 28.2m AOD. The top of 
Roman deposits was located at 27.80m AOD. The highest recorded level of undisturbed natural 
subsoil was 27.85m AOD. The subsoil was observed to fall in level from south-east to north-west 
following the natural slope.  
 
5. THE SURVIVING ARCHAEOLOGY 
 
Profiles 1-3 (Figs 11-14) show the depth and character of the archaeological deposits across the 
development site in relation to the present ground levels using information from previous excavations. 
Profile 1 combines information from North Gate Court site A and Paul Street trench 14. Profiles 2 and 
3 present information from sections excavated across the northern end of North Gate Court site B.  
 
The combined excavated area of Sites A and B extended over most of the western half of the 
development site. In situ footings of the Roman town wall and some unexcavated Roman deposits will 
still be present within the previously excavated areas, as well as intact deposits in the unexcavated 
areas. The 1st-century military ditch presumably extends across the southern end of the site (Figs 10 & 
16). It was observed at a depth of 24.4m AOD on the north-west side of the city wall, but had been 
truncated here by the wall foundations. It could survive at a higher level within the development site.  
 
The levels of the surviving Roman deposits in site A were significantly lower than those in the greater 
part of site B and in trench 14. The eastern half of site A lay within the footprint of the former Black 
Dog Inn, and it is likely that archaeological deposits have to some extent been truncated by terracing 
or cellaring for this building. The building would have extended about 10m northwards into the site 
and 2m further east from the edge of site A, roughly corresponding with the existing level area along 
the western half of the development site, and it is expected that similar truncation of archaeological 
deposits will have occurred within the remainder of the footprint. The southern wing of the proposed 
development extends into this area. 
 
In site B, there was a gradual fall in the levels of archaeological deposits and natural subsoil from 
north-east to south-west across the area. The top of Roman deposits fell from 29.2m to 27.7m AOD. 
This partly reflects the natural slope, but also reflects an increase in the depth of terracing for the 
buildings of the Black Dog Inn as they descended the slope. The survival of archaeological deposits at 
a higher level can therefore be predicted at the north end of the development site.  
                                                 
29 EUAD Monument No. 10093.00. 
30 EUAD Monument No. 10146.00. 
31 EUAD Monument No. 10231.00. 



 7 
 

 
The level of natural subsoil also dropped from south-east to north-west across the excavated sections, 
reflecting the natural slope in this direction.  
 
The degree of survival of archaeological deposits within the eastern half of the development site, 
which lies partly within the footprint of the proposed building, is more difficult to predict. Most of this 
half of the site is at present occupied by the steeply sloping bank that extends along the south-east side 
(see Profiles 1 & 3). This bank, which is first shown on the 1951 OS map,32 is the product of 
landscaping work that followed the redevelopment of the corner of Paul Street and Lower North Street 
and the north side of Paul Street as a bus and coach station some time between 1923 and 1932. The 
range of buildings that extended along the eastern half of the development site from No. 4 Lower 
North Street, as shown on the 1876 and 1891 OS 1:500 maps (Fig. 8), was demolished at this time, 
leaving only the Black Dog Inn range (No. 5 Lower North Street) in the western half. It seems 
probable that the eastern edge of the site corresponds with that of the former buildings, and it is 
possible that foundations or deposits associated with the demolished buildings will be preserved below 
the bank. 
 
It is difficult to predict the degree to which terracing for the construction of these buildings will have 
removed earlier archaeological deposits. The evidence from sites A and B is that terracing became 
progressively deeper towards the south-western end of the site, with better preservation of deposits at 
the north end, and this may also be the case in this area. Profile 2 demonstrates that Roman deposits 
were well-preserved at the north end at least. They survived to a height of 29.5m AOD at the south-
east end of the excavated section, which is located well within the eastern half of the development site. 
 
Further evidence is provided by Paul Street trench 14 where a well-preserved sequence of Roman, 
medieval and post-medieval archaeological deposits survived immediately adjacent to the 
development site (see Profile 1), within the footprint of the former Nos 3 and 4 Lower North Street. 
The evidence from this excavation is that the buildings in this area were not deeply terraced, and 
consequently that archaeological deposits may be well preserved along the eastern edge of the 
development site. Profile 1 shows that the present ground level of the car park (and presumably the 
bank too) has been built up by almost 3m above the post-medieval deposits. This would have taken 
place when the corner between Paul Street and Lower North Street was redeveloped for the bus and 
coach station.  
 
The existing upstanding section of city wall along the north-west boundary of the site appears to 
consist of later fabric. However, an apron of Roman wall footings projects for c. 1.2m above present 
ground level from the face and c. 2.5m below ground (Figs 10 & 16-17).  
 
6. REVISED DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS (Figs 10 & 15)) 
 
In the revised scheme, the building will still consist of an L-shaped block extending across the full 
width of the Lower North Street frontage, but reduced in length to two thirds of the original design. 
The building will be four storeys high. The section fronting onto Lower North Street will consist of 
four storeys of accommodation and the north wing will be three storeys of accommodation above a bin 
store and a cycle parking area.  
 
Access to the flats will be via an archway from Lower North Street along the north-west edge of the 
site. No provision has been made for car access and parking in the revised scheme.  

                                                 
32 OS 1:2500 Plan SX 9192, 1951. 
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It is proposed to lay an area of hard landscaping around the north-east end and north-west side of the 
north wing, and the remainder of the site will consist of soft landscaping and planting.  
 
The development will form the first phase of a projected more extensive scheme that will take in part 
of the present Harlequins car park. 
 
Details of two alternative designs for raft and piled foundations have been provided by the engineers, 
Sands. 33 
 
6.1 Raft foundations 
For the raft foundations it is proposed to raise the existing ground level with lean mix concrete to a 
height of between 28m and 28.3m AOD. The raft will be 0.30m thick with 0.50m thickenings below 
load bearing walls. The raft will be continuous over the full footprint of the building. Along the north-
west side of the building, the raft and thickenings will be partly excavated into the concrete fill 
material, but along the south-east side they will be excavated into the existing bank. It is probable that 
a deeper toe will need to be excavated below the base of the raft at the south-west corner of the 
building where the access way abuts the buildings of North Gate Court. The depth of the foundations 
here would have to match those of the adjacent building, which could be at least 1m below present 
ground level.  
 
In this scheme, services will need to be laid below the raft and encased in concrete for protection from 
the downward pressure.  
 
6.2 Piled foundations (Fig. 15) 
The second design would utilise 0.20m diameter tubular steel mini piles, both singly and in pairs along 
the south-east wall of the building, which also acts as a retaining wall, and along the first bay in from 
this wall (Fig. 15).34 The piles would normally be driven into the ground, but could also be augured if 
necessary. The depth of the piling would depend on ground conditions, but would be expected to be 
between 3m and 4m. It is understood that there will be no requirement for conventional pile caps using 
this piling system. The piles would be connected by ground beams, which would be 0.45m wide and 
0.60m deep. Formation levels for the ground beams would be between 27.4m and 27.7m AOD. In situ 
concrete slab 0.30m thick would be laid on top of these in the bay beside the retaining wall. In the 
centre bay 0.15m thick pre-stressed concrete planks would be laid on the beams.  
 
In this scheme, existing ground level would also be built up with hard core infill to between 28m and 
28.2m AOD, and piles and ground beams would be excavated into this material. As with the first 
scheme, part of the existing bank would have to be removed for the integral retaining and structural 
wall along the south-east side of the building.  
 
In this design, services could be laid within the hard core infill below the ground beams.  
 
6.3 Access passage and hard landscaping 
It has been assumed for both schemes that the finished level of the access passage and the hard 
landscaping would be constant at a height of 28.3m AOD. A formation level of 28m AOD has been 
assumed for the hard landscaping.  
 

                                                 
33 Sands 2005 Drawing Nos SK1 & SK2 
34 Sands 2005 Drawing No. SK3 
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7. POTENTIAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL IMPACT (Figs 10-14) 
 
On the basis of the drawings and information provided by Sands, the archaeological impact of the two 
foundation schemes will be as follows.  
 
7.1 Raft foundations (Profiles 1a-4a) 
Profiles 1a and 3a show the impact of the raft foundation scheme on the surviving archaeological 
deposits. 
 
The surviving levels of archaeology in the western half of the site are known from the 1978 
excavations of Site A and Site B (Figs 16 &17). In Profile 1a, the formation levels for the raft design 
are comfortably above the top of surviving Roman deposits in Site A, which in this area had been 
truncated by post-medieval buildings.  
 
In Profile 3a, the formation levels are just above the top of Roman deposits. In this area, which is 
located within the southern half of Site B, the Roman deposits were completely excavated down to the 
natural subsoil, apart from the Roman wall foundations, which were left in situ. Roman deposits were 
still to some extent truncated here, surviving at a height of 27.7m AOD. The north-west corner of the 
revised building footprint falls within the fully excavated area (Fig. 10). However, it should be noted 
that 2m further to the north-east (just outside the footprint of the building), Roman deposits survived to 
a height of 28.9m AOD, i.e. above the formation level of the raft foundations (27.8m AOD), and were 
left in situ. It is conceivable that Roman deposits could survive above formation level in the previously 
unexcavated area within the north end of the footprint.  
 
Within the remainder of the footprint of the southern half of the building, Roman deposits are unlikely 
to survive above 27.8m AOD (on the evidence of the adjacent 1984 excavation) and will therefore be 
at or below formation level. However, Profile 1a shows that medieval and post-medieval deposits, 
which may be preserved below the bank along the eastern side of the site, would be affected by the raft 
foundations. 
 
Where existing ground level lies below the formation level of the raft foundation, i.e. along the north-
western side of the building, it will be built up with lean mix concrete.35 It is understood that this 
would only entail superficial removal of vegetation, and would not require deeper excavation that 
might impact on archaeological deposits. 
 
A potentially serious implication of this design would be the need to create a toe adjacent to the gable 
end of North Gate Court. This might have to be excavated to a depth of 1m or more below ground 
level and in this position would impact on the foundations of the Roman wall and surviving rampart 
deposits.  
 
In this design the services for the building would need to be laid below the raft and encased in 
concrete. They would therefore be deeper than the formation levels of the raft, and could potentially 
affect archaeological deposits towards the northern end of the building. No details of services are 
available at this stage, and their impact cannot therefore be accurately evaluated.  
 
7.2 Piled foundations (Profiles 1b-4b) 
Profiles 1b and 3b show the impact of the piled foundation scheme on the surviving archaeological 
deposits. 

                                                 
35 Sands 2005, Drawing No. SK 1 
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Along the western half of the building the formation levels for the ground beams would remain above 
the top of Roman deposits. However, the piles themselves would cut through the deposits.  
 
Profile 1b shows that the ground beams would impact on any post-medieval and medieval deposits 
that survive along the east side of the site, and could possibly cut the top of surviving Roman deposits. 
The piles themselves would cut through all deposits.  
 
Profile 4b shows the formation levels of the piled design in relation to the top of the surviving Roman 
wall foundations along the west edge of the site. The ground beams would have no impact on the 
foundations. Where the new building meets the gable end of North Gate Court, the pile positions are 
inset. This locates them just beyond the edge of the Roman foundations, but Profile 1b shows that the 
piles will cut through adjacent rampart deposits.  
 
Where existing ground level lies below the formation level of the raft foundation, i.e. along the north-
western side of the building, it will be built up with hard core infill.36 It is understood that this would 
only entail superficial removal of vegetation, and would not require deeper excavation that might 
impact on archaeological deposits. 
 
In this scheme the services could be laid in the hard core infill below the ground beams. If they were 
laid along the north-west side of the building, they should have no impact on the archaeological 
deposits.  
 
7.3 Hard landscaping  
In general the formation level of the hard landscaping will not impact on archaeological deposits. 
However, the north-west edge of the hard landscaping, as shown on the revised Level 1 drawing, will 
need to be reduced to avoid the apron of Roman wall foundations that projects above ground level 
from the face of the standing city wall. Profiles 4a and 4b show the projected formation level of the 
hard landscaping relative to the height of the surviving Roman wall foundations.  
 
As discussed in section 7.1, Roman deposits are known to survive to a height of 28.9m AOD at the 
north-east end of the site (i.e. the north-east end of Site B). Profile 2 shows the projected formation 
level of the hard landscaping in relation to the surviving Roman deposits. Care will need to be taken 
not to extend the hard landscaping too far to the north-east so that it impacts on these deposits, which 
were left in situ during the 1978 excavations.  
 
8. CONCLUSIONS 
 
The development site lies within an area of major archaeological importance and sensitivity. It 
contains surviving remains of the Roman and medieval city wall, which is a Scheduled Monument, 
and has been shown to contain well-preserved, buried remains of the Roman town defences. Remains 
of the Roman military period could also be encountered. Later deposits of medieval and post-medieval 
date might also be preserved along the south-eastern edge. It is also possible that foundations of the 
medieval North Gate could be present in the south-western corner of the site.  
 
The development will have a significant visual impact on the Scheduled city wall and the wider 
Conservation Area within which it is situated. However, consideration of this does not fall within the 
remit of this assessment.  

                                                 
36 Sands 2005, Drawing No. SK 2 
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Examination of the records of previous archaeological investigations within and around the site for the 
purposes of this assessment have identified some areas of archaeological sterility where deposits have 
been removed by excavation or the construction of former buildings. As a result of these previous 
archaeological investigations, the broad deposit sequence within the site is reasonably well 
understood, and it is apparent that extensive buried archaeological deposits of Roman and later date 
still survive within the development area. 
 
As discussed in section 5, archaeological deposits are known to survive to a greater depth at the north 
end of the development site. From the evidence of the adjacent trench 14, it is likely that well-
preserved deposits of Roman, medieval and post-medieval date will survive along the eastern edge of 
the site, which has not previously been subjected to archaeological investigation.  
 
Two alternative foundation schemes: raft and piled, have been proposed for the development.  
 
The raft foundations would have less impact on the surviving archaeological deposits than the piled 
design in terms of general formation levels. The formation levels would lie above the top of Roman 
deposits over the greater part of the building footprint. However, they could affect Roman deposits at 
the north end of the building, where the deposits may survive above formation level. They may also 
impact on any medieval and post-medieval deposits that are preserved below the bank along the south-
east side of the building.  
 
The likely requirement for a deeper toe foundation where the raft for the access passage meets the 
existing buildings of North Gate Court would have a serious impact on the Roman wall foundations, 
which lie directly below this position.   
 
The formation levels for the piled foundations, being 0.10m deeper, would have slightly more impact 
overall. They would lie above the top of Roman deposits along the north-western side of the building 
footprint. However, along the south-eastern side they would impact on any medieval and post-
medieval deposits surviving below the bank, and could affect the top of any surviving Roman deposits, 
especially at the north end where these will survive at a higher level.  
 
The piles themselves will cut through the entire sequence of surviving archaeological deposits in their 
particular locations. As the piles are only 0.20m in diameter, their impact will be limited. The piling 
method would preclude any archaeological recording of the deposits.  
 
The extent of the hard landscaping indicated on the application drawing (Level 1, Drawing No. CD 
658. P. 01) would impinge on the footings of the Roman wall on the north-west edge (see Profiles 4a 
and 4b). The formation level of the hard landscaping may impact on Roman deposits at its north-east 
end, which falls within the northern end of the 1978 Site B, where Roman deposits survived to a 
height of around 29m AOD and were left in situ. It might also impact on previously unexcavated 
Roman deposits.  
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