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CHURCH OF ST MARY, HAUGHLEY, SUFFOLK 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORDING OF THE HISTORIC 
STRUCTURE & ARCHAEOLOGICAL MONITORING & 

RECORDING

SUMMARY 

In March, April and May 2010, Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out a 
programme of archaeological building recording and archaeological monitoring 
and recording at the Church of St Mary, Haughley, Suffolk (NGR TM 0265 6235). 
The recording and monitoring was commissioned by the PCC, and undertaken in 
advance of and during the construction an extension for a WC and kitchen 
facilities against north nave wall of the church (Planning reference no.0351/09).   

Approximately 30 articulated inhumations and a large quantity of disarticulated 
human bone were present in the area of the proposed vestry.  The latter 
measured 6.5m x 4.10m.  The inhumations predated the 1860s vestry wall which 
cut them, and comprised 21 infants and juveniles and 9 adults.  The infant and 
juvenile burials overlay and cut the adult burials.  

The west bay of the north nave wall was inspected, described and recorded in 
the area which will be most affected by the planned works.  This area spans a 
single bay and consists of fairly homogenous flintwork, framed by two buttresses 
with limestone dressings.  There is no evidence for early apertures or evidence 
regarding the specific construction of the nave wall, for example building lifts, and 
instead the majority of intervention appears to have been carried out in the mid-
late 19th century with the addition of the vestry.  This facilitated the reworking of 
the east buttress to accommodate a flue for a fireplace, while further work is 
evident with the insertion of an underground culvert at foundation level below the 
original wall. 

1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 In March and April 2010, Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) carried out a 
programme of historic building recording and archaeological monitoring and 
recording at the Church of St Mary, Haughley, Suffolk (NGR TM 0265 6235; Figs. 
1-2). The recording and monitoring was commissioned by Suffolk Architects on 
behalf of St Mary’s PCC, and undertaken in advance of and during the 
construction an extension for a WC and kitchen facilities against north nave wall 
of the church (Planning Reference No.0351/09).  It is proposed to extend the 
existing vestry by means of an extension to this and the north nave wall.  A raft 
type foundation was proposed in order to avoid disturbance to any complete 
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burials.  New drainage is also required. 

1.2 The investigation was conducted in accordance with a brief issued by 
Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service (August 2009) and a specification 
compiled by AS (dated August 2009). The archaeological monitoring adhered to  
the Institute of Archaeologists’ Code of Conduct (revised 1999), and the 
procedures described in the IfA Standard and Guidance for Watching Briefs 
(revised 2001) and Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England
(Gurney 2003).  The historic building recording adhered to the document 
Understanding Historic Buildings; a guide to good recording practice, English 
Heritage 2006.  It also conformed to the IfA Standard and Guidance for the 
Archaeological Investigation and Recording of Standing Buildings or Structures 
(2001), and the relevant technical standards in the document Metric Survey 
Specification for English Heritage (2000). 

1.3 The project aimed to: 
� Better understand the significance of the site; 
� Record significant fabric to be removed or hidden during building work; 

and
� Produce a record of features which will be lost in mitigation of partial or 

wholesale excavation for footings. 

Brief for Archaeological Recording of the Historic Structure 

� undertake systematic drawn and photographed record of the fabric of that 
portion of the north nave wall which will be covered by new work, and 
sufficient associated areas to give it context; 

� provide a description and analysis of the fabric, together with a brief 
description of its context within the structure of the building as a whole; 
and

� provide an archive of results and a written report. 

Brief for Archaeological Monitoring 

� to provide a record of archaeological deposits which are damaged or 
removed by any development (including services and landscaping) 
permitted by the current planning consent 

� to centre the main academic objective upon the potential of this 
development to produce evidence for burials and the form of the footing 
for the early church. 

� To observe the ground lowering with the objective of recovering any 
articulated human skeletal remains 
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Planning Policy Context 

1.4 PPG16 (1990), the national Planning Policy Guidance Note which applies 
to archaeology and PPG15 (1994) the national Planning Policy Guidance Note 
which applies to conservation of the historic environment (by protecting the 
character and appearance of Conservation Areas and protecting listed buildings 
(of architectural or historical interest) from demolition and unsympathetic change 
and safeguarding their settings as far as is possible) have been replaced by 
Planning Policy Statement 5 (2010), the national Planning Policy Statement that 
applies to the historic environment 

1.5 PPS5 (2010) states that those parts of the historic environment that have 
significance because of their historic, archaeological, architectural or artistic 
interest are heritage assets. The Planning Policy Statement aims to deliver 
sustainable development by ensuring that policies and decisions that concern the 
historic environment recognise that heritage assets are a non-renewable 
resource, take account of the wider social, cultural, economic and environmental 
benefits of heritage conservation, and recognise that intelligently managed 
change may sometimes be necessary if heritage assets are to be maintained for 
the long term. It aims to conserve England’s heritage assets in a manner 
appropriate to their significance. It states that opportunities to capture evidence 
from the historic environment and to contribute to our knowledge and 
understanding of our past, and to make this publicly available, should be taken, 
particularly where a heritage asset is to be lost. 

2 DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE (Fig. 1 and 2) 

2.1     Haughley is located 4 km north-west of Stowmarket, and lies just north of 
the A14.  The Church of St Mary lies at the north-west end of the village and 
fronts the road to the south.  The graveyard lies predominantly on the north side 
of the church and the whole site occupies a plot of land between the road and the 
remains of the motte and bailey to the north. 

3 METHODOLOGY (Desk-based assessment) 

Information was sought from a variety of available sources in order to meet the 
objectives of the desk-based assessment.     

3.1 Archaeological databases 

The standard collation of all known archaeological sites and spot finds within 
Suffolk comes from the Suffolk Historic Environment Record (SHER).  In order to 
provide a representative sample, the HER database was searched for all known 
entries within an approximate 1 km radius of the site.  These are listed 
(Appendices 1 and 2) and plotted below (Figure 3).  Their significance, where 
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relevant, is discussed in Section 4.2.    

3.2 Cartographic and documentary sources 

The principal source for these types of evidence is the record office in Bury St 
Edmunds.   All available material regarding the site was consulted and is listed in 
Appendix 3.  Where relevant, these sources have been discussed in Sections 4.2 
and reproduced in Figs. 3 - 5.    

3.3 Secondary sources 

The principal sources of secondary material were the Suffolk Record Office, Bury 
St Edmunds as well as AS’s own reference library.  All sources, including 
websites, are listed in the bibliography. 

3.4 Geological/geotechnical information 

A description of the superficial and solid geology of the local and surrounding 
area was compiled in order to assess the likely presence and potential condition 
of any archaeological remains on the site.  This information was drawn from 
appropriate maps based on the work of the British Geological Survey.   

4 DESK-BASED RESEARCH 

4.1 Topography, geology and soils 

4.1.1  The church is situated at approximately 57m AOD.  The local soils are 
described as Beccles 1 Typical Stagneogley Soils and overly solid geology 
comprising Upper Cretaceous chalk. 

4.2 Archaeological and historical background (Fig. 3 and 4) 

Prehistoric (c. 700,000 BC – AD 43)

4.2.1    Residual prehistoric remains were found during an evaluation c. 120m 
south-west of the church at Umhlanga inside the outer bailey of Haughley Castle, 
comprising a Mesolithic blade, a Bronze Age blade and a sherd of Iron Age 
pottery (HGH 030i). An evaluation conducted at Haughley Primary School, c.30m 
north-east of the church, identified Iron Age features containing pottery, flint and 
animal bone (HGH 015). Two undated, but possibly prehistoric ring ditches, each 
c.25m in diameter are located 1 km south of the site (HGH 020 and 021). 

Romano-British (AD 43-410) 

4.2.2     Metal detecting at a sewage works c.400m south of the church found a 
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scatter of surface finds comprising 4 Roman coins and a disc brooch, worked 
flints and a sherd of Roman pottery (HGH 017). A sherd of Roman imbrex was 
found c.30m to the south (HGH 032). 

Saxon (AD 410-1066) 

4.2.3   A residual sherd of late Saxon pottery and a copper alloy ring were 
recovered from inside the outer bailey (HGH 030ii). The Haughley Primary 
School evaluation identified a substantial mid to late Saxon possible enclosure 
ditch containing middle Saxon pottery (HGH 015).  

Medieval (AD 1066 – 1539) 

4.2.4 Haughley is first recorded c.1040 as Hagele and in 1086 as Hagala and 
means either a wood or clearing, with a hedge or where haws grow.  Before the 
Conquest, Haughley manor belonged to a Saxon Guthmund and after it was 
granted to Hugh de Montfort who built the castle (HGH 001).  The latter is one of 
the largest motte and bailey castles in England. The motte has a base 63m in 
diameter and a height of 24m. The bailey to the south of the motte is 118m by 
91m, surrounded by a deep ditch.  Further moated enclosures survive to the west 
of the castle, and a large outer bailey that includes the present church survives in 
traces.  The Primary School evaluation just to the north-east of the church 
located a major palisaded ditch thought to demarcate the outer bailey, which had 
been backfilled by the 12th or 13th centuries (HGH 015). The profile of this 
defensive ditch was also identified at Umhlanga along with medieval pits of 12th-
14th century date (HGH 030iii). An evaluation carried out c.30m to the south of 
the church found ditches and a large pit containing 12th-14th century pottery (HGH 
032). Further residual medieval artefacts were found in post-medieval features 
during an evaluation between the Old Mill and Duke Street. Pottery, a medieval 
purse mount and copper alloy strip, possibly from a bell are thought to derive 
from the medieval street frontage (HGH 035). 

4.2.5     In 1163 the manor’s owner Henry d’Essex, Constable of England, was 
accused of cowardice by his kinsman Robert de Montfort for dropping the royal 
standard during a Welsh ambush whilst on campaign.  Henry was defeated in the 
resulting duel and the king took possession of the manor of the ‘Honour of 
Haughley’. In 1173 the rebel Robert, Earl of Leicester captured Haughley castle. 
In the early 13th century, the owner of the manor, Richard Earl of Cornwall, 
founded Hailes Abbey in Gloucestershire in thanksgiving for surviving a 
shipwreck, and gave Haughley to the abbey where it remained until the 
Reformation. After the Dissolution in 1539 Haughley church could not remain 
under Roman Catholic patronage; by the mid-17th century it was held by a Dr 
Triplett, Subdean and Cannon of Westminster and was still in the hands of his 
family in the 19th century (Martin, pers. comm.).  The church however retained 
much of its elaborate decoration although it lost ‘The Virgin’ aspect that followed 
St Mary’s.  
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4.2.6 Archaeological monitoring around Castle Barn c.200m north of the 
Church, revealed a large pit and post-holes and another oval feature containing 
early medieval pottery and animal bone indicative of household refuse (HGH 
016). A drainage hole dug to a 1m depth c.250m south of the church yielded one 
Saxo-Norman and 11 medieval sherds of pottery (HGH 004). The metal detecting 
at the sewage works to the south also recovered a medieval buckle and belt 
strap end (HGH 017).   

Post-medieval (AD 1540 – 1900) 

4.2.7    The area is rich in architectural history and there are 35 Listed Buildings 
located within a 1 km radius of the church.  The great red brick house of the 
Plashwood’s shown on Bowen’s 1755 map stood c.750m to the west of the 
church with its surrounding parkland approaching to within c.500m (HGH 012). In 
1871 the village population was 938. 

The site 

4.2.8 The Church of St Mary’s is Grade I Listed (HGH 008 and LB 280550) and 
is described as being mainly of mid-14th and late-15th century in date of flint and 
septaria rubble with freestone dressings, the roofs of the nave and chancel 
covered in slate and the south aisle and the tower flat with parapets.  The List 
description is fairly comprehensive and describes the tower as c.1330 in date, 
with the nave of a similar date but raised in the 15th century, while the south aisle 
is noted as being of mid-14th century date, with the chancel also of 14th century 
date.  Additional comments suggest the vestry and organ porch were both added 
in the mid-19th century and a rather comprehensive description of the church on 
the village website (Website 1) notes that the vestry was extended to the west 
with a coal shed in the 1970s. 

4.2.9 Pevsner includes the church in his architectural guide to Suffolk (Pevsner. 
2002) and notes the interior, which preserves a fine nave and south aisle roofs 
along with windows of varying dates, one of which includes a small portion of 
medieval stained glass.  A number of other fine features survive including the 
font, of ‘East Anglian’ form although this was not visible at the time o the survey, 
two 14th century piscinas, and a number of brasses and hatchments.  The 
Crawford, Offwood, Ray, Smith and Ward families are represented here amongst 
10 memorial slabs in the nave floor, some with 16th-17th century brass indents, 
four memorial slabs in the sanctuary floor and 5 painted hatchments on the walls.  
Although William Dowsing, an ardent puritan, visited Suffolk in the 1640s and 
wreaked substantial damage to a number of churches, including nearby 
Wetherden, the church at Haughley appears to have predominantly avoided 
iconoclastic attentions. 

4.2.10 Although no archaeological evidence has been discovered to support this, 
the existing building is perhaps located on the site of an earlier church, 
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mentioned in Domesday, while cartographic research provides little additional 
information as the first edition OS map dated 1886 simply depicts the outline of 
the church consistent with the layout as exists today, set within the graveyard.  
The extant remains of the castle earthworks, along with the moat lie to the north 
and the layout of Haughley appears to have changed little since the map was 
produced.

5 METHODOLOGY (MONITORING & RECORDING)

5.1 The archaeological monitoring comprised the observation of all 
groundworks, inspection of subsoil and natural deposits for archaeological 
features, the examination of spoil heaps and the recording of soil profiles.  
Deposits were excavated by hand and recorded by means of pro forma recording 
sheets, drawn to scale and photographed as appropriate. Excavated spoil was 
searched for archaeological finds.        

5.2 The monitoring and recording encompassed the mechanical excavation of 
the ground lowering and slab footprint.  The digging of foundations were not 
observed as the natural ground surface had been exposed at the upper level of 
the footings.  A service trench is to be observed.  Mechanical excavation was 
halted when inhumations were encountered and the remaining overburden was 
excavated by hand.  The inhumations encountered during the ground reduction 
were excavated by hand and recorded on pro forma sheets, planned at 1:10 
scale and  photographed prior to lifting.  The inhumations were only excavated 
within the limits of area of ground disturbance.   Disarticulated human bone was 
recorded by context and recovered in bulk.  

6 RESULTS (MONITORING & RECORDING) Figs. 6 - 10

6.1 An area measuring 6.50m x 4.10m was excavated initially by tracked 360º 
excavator fitted with a bladed bucket and latterly by hand.  Thirty articulated 
inhumations were recorded and lifted.  Large quantities of disarticulated human 
remains were also recovered.  The majority of the inhumations were of juveniles 
(15) and infants (6) which occurred at a relatively shallow depth (0.70m – 1.00m) 
and were mostly adjacent to each other.  Nine adult skeletons were excavated 
and these tended to occur below the juvenile and infant burials which often cut 
them. 

6.2 Fourteen of the inhumations were cut by the vestry wall, M1006, which 
was removed prior to the ground reduction. The inhumations predate the vestry 
wall, M1006, which was constructed in the 1860s.  

6.3 Limited quantities of finds were recovered.  Only the graves for Skeletons 
(SKs) 2 - 3, 8, 10, 15, 28 and 29 produced coffin nails.  Two sherds of residual 
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prehistoric pottery were present in the adjacent grave backfills containing SKs 10 
and 11, suggesting they may have truncated earlier prehistoric features.  A single 
small sherd of residual medieval pottery was present in the grave backfill of SK 
16 and three fragments of oyster shell were present in the backfills containing 
SKs 10, 12 and 15. 

6.4 Based on the understanding that church graveyards are ‘recycled’ and that 
there at least two distinct phases of inhumation occurred in a small area, it is 
likely that the adult skeletons (SKs 5 - 6, 18 - 20, 22 and 30) are in excess of 200 
years old.  

6.5 A small square brick structure, M1014, was present in the south-eastern 
corner of the excavated area and was likely associated with a 19th - century 
heating system now disused.  The brick flue was blocked, but the surrounding 
brickwork preserved evidence of burning.  The brick flue had an brick arch of a 
double-course of headers and the inside of the arch was blocked with unfrogged 
bricks laid in English bond.  The outside wall of the structure, M1014, comprised 
a mix of neatly-coursed flint and brick bonding with a very rough lacing course 
bonding.   

6.6 Part of the vestry had been demolished prior to the excavation and the 
remaining foundations, M1006, were present in the centre of the excavated area 
and cut many of the inhumations.  This wall comprised densely-packed small 
rounded flints within a lime mortar and was dated to the 1860s.  It abutted the 
existing vestry wall to the south-east and the existing nave wall to the south.  Its  
foundations were deeper than the nave by at least 0.40m.  

6.7 The base of the nave and existing vestry foundations occurred at 
c.56.37m AOD and were constructed of densely-packed large angular flint and 
comprised a brick lime mortared core and faced with worked flint.  The 
demolished vestry wall, M1006, was faced with similar flint and worked stone and 
the foundations exceeded 55.97m AOD in depth. 

6.8  An internal wall of the vestry was exposed at the eastern boundary of the 
excavation area and comprised white painted, red brick laid in Flemish bond.  It 
rested on a small brick foundation directly on the subsoil, L1002, and abutted the 
nave wall to the south.  It was in excellent condition and will remain as part of the 
new extension.  

6.9 The structural remains within the excavation area were relatively modern 
(19th century) and constructed sympathetically with the existing nave, the 
foundations were deeper and the quality of materials appeared better.  
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7 METHODOLOGY (Archaeological recording of historic structure) 

7.1 The site was visited on the 22nd April 2010 and in May 2010 in order to 
compile descriptions of the building and undertake the drawing and photographic 
work.  Tansy Collins and Lee Prosser compiled the written descriptions and 
carried out the photographic recording, while Kathren Henry completed the 
drawing work.  Drawings provided by the client are included to locate all area-
specific recording (Figs. 2 and 2b), while full-face measured elevations of the 
relevant section of the north nave wall have been produced. 
     
7.2 The photographic recording was conducted using medium format (4.5cm x 
6cm) black and white film and included all external views and general internal 
shots.  This utilised a Zenza Bronica ETRS camera and Ilford HP5 IOS 400 
120mm film.  Colour photographs were taken using a Canon 1000D (10 
megapixels) digital camera, duplicating the black and white photography.  
Supplementary colour photography used 35mm Ektachrome colour transparency.  
External lighting and weather conditions were good at the time of the survey.  A 
scale was used wherever possible, and a flash was employed for internal shots.   

7.3 An additional detailed photographic survey included a series of 
photographs taken square on to the wall fabric and includes lengths no greater 
than 5m in each frame with a minimum overlap of 2m between each frame.  A 
pictorial index of the digital photography with selected colour plates are included 
below together with location plots. 

8 THE CHURCH – a general description 

8.1 The exterior of the church was examined and the fabric inspected to 
establish a context for the combination and form of materials in the area affected 
by the planned building works.  The construction includes several distinct 
patterns of masonry indicating various phases of work, although the church is 
almost constructed entirely of flint cobbles and roughly knapped flints, framed at 
the corners and buttresses with limestone dressings.  Several types of stone 
have been used, some fine-grained and on type containing a large proportion of 
shell which is almost certainly Barnack limestone.  There are four principal 
elements to the church including the nave, tower, south aisle and chancel, with 
smaller later additions including the vestry and organ porch.  Every element is 
structurally distinct but perhaps reflects the time span and cost needed to 
construct a church at this time.  So for example we see the nave of early 14th

century date with the tower likely contemporary but sitting independently from the 
nave itself.  The south aisle was added to bridge the gap, although it is not clear 
if this was simply part of the initial building works or that something earlier was 
replaced.  Similar the chancel is clearly later than the nave, although perhaps 
contemporary with the south aisle.  Each element of the church is given a brief 
overview below and finally the area affected by the planned works is described in 
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detail and discussed. 

The nave and vestry 

8.2 Only the north and west walls of the nave are visible, the east and south 
walls being obscured by the chancel and the south aisle.  The north wall rises in 
two distinct phases, the lower walling up to the base of the window heads 
comprises fairly large flints not laid in a particularly coherent manner with some 
pebbles and brick, much of which has been repointed in recent years.  The wall 
continues to the clerestory in much finer even courses, all topped with a yellow 
brick stringcourse, which is probably 19th century in date.  The principal windows 
at lower level are large and appear to have been inserted in the 15th century with 
the addition of the clerestory, piercing an earlier arrangement which can no 
longer be discerned, while smaller two-light tracery windows have been included 
at upper level.  Five buttresses support the nave on the north side, two of which 
support the vestry and although are of contemporary date with limestone 
dressings, a level of refurbishment is evident to these examples. 

8.3 The west elevation of the nave has clearly been refaced, apparently in the 
18th or 19th century with later work at the gable and the replacement of all the 
window stonework and buttress quoining.  This façade is now characterised by a 
distribution of vitrified header bricks and some squared stonework to given an 
even pattern. 

8.4 The vestry on the north adjoining the assessment area is a 19th century 
addition with the outer walling constructed of fairly homogenous knapped and 
faced flint cobbles with fragments of iron stone and pebbles of similar source.  
The corner and windows have simple dressings of limestone, with a high shell 
content.  The east side of the vestry houses a little oak door in an arched 
aperture.  The door has flush braces and ledges with flat iron strap hinges and a 
quatrefoil handle escutcheon.  It is original but no longer in use.  A two-light 
window on the north is in 14th century style and has a recently repaired mullion 
and jamb.  The west side of the vestry has been demolished to reveal its 
Victorian origin and we see good facing flints over a heavily mortared rubble 
core, with brick and stone inner facings latterly plastered.  The internal fabric of 
the walls, where visible, comprises a mixture of stock bricks ranging from yellow 
and orange through to red and pink and measure an average of 9" x 2¾" x 4¼" 
(229mm x 70mm x 108mm).  A number of squared limestone blocks are perhaps 
reused quoins, here used as an inner facing material. 

8.5 The interior of the vestry is simple, defined in places by a vertically 
boarded dado with a fire-safe on the south wall.  Victorian coat hooks also 
survive, although removed from their original position.  A small chimney and 
fireplace was incorporated into the west buttress to the nave, where the flue was 
ingeniously inserted to snake through the inner part of the buttress and wall 
above where a distinct strip of repair to the flint and brick cornice at eaves level is 
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visible.  The little fireplace has been dismantled and lies ex situ.  It is of stone in 
simple style with chamfered and bar-stopped jambs and arched head.  Simple 
19th century chamfered and stopped rafter couples with collars and outer 
boarding support the roof, which is covered with grey slate.  A number of 18th

century fire buckets are hung from the collars. 

Tower 

8.6 The tower is of fine construction rising to a parapetted flat-roofed, the 
construction comprising small coursed flint pebbles particularly above plinth level, 
flanked on the south by two buttresses as on the nave and dressed with 
limestone quoining.  At low level it is pierced by two early 14th century windows 
on the east and west sides, while the door has a carved date of 1699. 

South aisle 

8.7 The gap between the nave and the tower is infilled by the south aisle 
which is constructed with more homogenous coursed flint interspersed in places 
with pieces of Septaria, although repointing and disturbance is evident towards 
the west side.  Original windows survive of mid-late 14th century date with fine 
reticulated tracery.  The parapet has been rebuilt in brick and flint but two 
gargoyles survive at upper level. 

Chancel 

8.8 The chancel lies at the east end of the church and is clearly distinct from 
the principal church fabric, although of similar form, in flint with limestone 
dressings.  It is similarly pierced with decorative windows, and a porch has been 
added on the north side to house the organ.  The porch is 19th or 20th century in 
date and is constructed of simple stonework. 

8.9 The east façade is the most significant as the wall here contains a higher 
proportion of stone than the remainder of the church, with distinct courses of 
brick, and tile at lower level, along with a probably building lift expressed as a line 
across the building.  In addition, at approximately mid-height to the windows are 
squared stones which must block put-log holes. 

8.10 The south side of the chancel is of fine flintwork interspersed with iron-
stone pebbles which again appears slightly later than the nave of the church.  At 
upper level here there appears to be a slight yet distinct coursing that is not 
visible at lower level. 
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Assessment area 

8.11 The excavation associated with the planned works was carried out in the 
re-entrant angle of the vestry and the final west bay of the north nave wall.  This 
phase of archaeological work has exposed the base of the north wall to the west 
of the vestry along with the buttress at the juncture.  The proposed new build will 
obscure an area of the historic fabric of this west bay and so the assessment 
area spans the width of the whole bay including the flanking buttresses and the 
extent of the recording continues to approximately the height of the buttresses, 
measuring approximately 3.5m x 6m and indicated on Fig. 2b. 

8.12 As expected, the foundations have little depth but a little arched culvert 
has been inserted beneath the flintwork and latterly blocked.  The bricks appear 
consistent with a 19th century date, consisting of a mixture of red and gault brick, 
the gault brick probably local to Suffolk.  Immediately above the culvert the wall s 
a jumbled arrangement of brick, stone and other materials confirming that the 
culvert was inserted beneath pre-existing fabric. 

8.13 Above this, part of the flintwork of the east buttress and return wall has 
been painted white which does not allow complete clarity but it is clear that the 
flintwork of the buttress has been reconfigured at upper level to accommodate 
the flue.  However, the remainder of the fabric appears consistent with the 
remainder of the north nave wall retaining elements such as fairly regular flint 
coursing, in addition to areas of a fine yet roughly coursed matrix of smaller flint 
cobbles of similar form to the upper clerestory.  A distinct bulge is visible at the 
point where the clerestory was added, with more coherently coursed and finer 
flintwork above.   

9 DISCUSSION (Building recording) 

9.1 Elements of the Church of St Mary, in Haughley, can be dated with 
certainty to the early 14th century, and it seems likely that the existing church was 
constructed over a much earlier structure referred to in Domesday.  What exists 
today represents a number of distinct phases of work to create the whole 
structure.  This is an understandable when considering the complexity and cost 
of such a building, and it is to be expected that later elements of the structure will 
utilise the newest styles and techniques while those parts of the original structure 
will display architectural elements from an earlier period.   

9.2 The church preserves a number of significant elements from each of 
phase of construction, although equally much has been lost, for example perhaps 
only a single window survives to the nave at the west end.  This may preserve 
small fragments of medieval stained glass although the window as a whole has 
been  much reworked, while other windows are lost having been replaced in the 
15th century.  Earlier windows are preserved on the tower, where two perhaps 
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date to around 1300, with the chancel windows appearing predominantly original 
and fine example of their type. 

9.3 Without doubt the nave has experienced most rebuilding and repair, and it 
is no longer clear as to the original window arrangement, although it can be 
supposed that the existing windows on the north side of the nave replace earlier 
examples.  The existing windows appear to have been inserted in the 15th

century when the nave was raised with the addition of the clerestory level and 
existing roof structure. 

9.4 The west bay of the north nave wall was inspected in detail, described and 
recorded in the area which will be most affected by the planned works.  This area 
spans a single bay and consists of fairly homogenous flintwork, framed by two 
buttresses with limestone dressings.  There is no evidence for early apertures or 
evidence regarding the specific construction of the nave wall, for example 
building lifts, and instead the majority of intervention appears to have been 
carried out in the mid-late 19th century.  This period of reworking saw the 
addition of the vestry which facilitated the reworking of the east buttress to 
accommodate a flue for a fireplace, along with the insertion of a small 
subterranean culvert added below the wall, which perhaps was linked to an 
earlier system of underground heating for the church. 
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DEPOSITION OF THE ARCHIVE 

The inhumations have been returned to the church for re-burial.  Archive records, 
with an inventory, will be deposited, as well as any donated finds from the site, at 
the County HER. The archive will be quantified, ordered, indexed, cross-
referenced and checked for internal consistency. In addition to the overall site 
summary, it will be necessary to produce a summary of the artefactual and 
ecofactual data.  
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APPENDIX 1  HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT RECORD DATA 

The following sites are those that lie within a c. 1 km radius of the assessment 
site.  The table has been compiled from data held by the Suffolk Historic 
Environment Record (SHER).  The locations of the sites are shown in Fig. 3.  
Their significance, where relevant, is discussed in Section 4.2. 

SHER 
Number 

National 
Grid
Reference 

Details

Prehistoric 500,000 BC – AD 43 
HGH 030i 02522 62234 Finds: Evaluation at Umhlanga, The Folly inside the 

outer bailey of Haughley Castle found a small 
amount of residual prehistoric finds; a Mesolithic 
blade, a Neolithic/Bronze Age blade and a sherd of 
Iron Age pot 

Roman AD 43-410 
HGH 017 027 619 Metalwork: metal detecting in 1994 found a scatter 

of Roman coins, a bronze disc brooch, pottery and 8 
worked flints 

Saxon 1066-1539 
HGH 030ii 02518 62226 Finds: Evaluation at Umhlanga, The Folly inside the 

outer bailey of Haughley Castle found residual late 
Saxon material, a sherd of Saxo-Norman pottery 
and a copper alloy ring

Medieval 1066-1539 
HGH 001 02534 62360 Haughley Castle: Large motte and bailey castle built 

in the late 11th century by Hugh de Montfort and a 
partly Scheduled Monument (SF 29). In 1163 it was 
seized by the Crown and 10 years later was 
captured by the Earl of Leicester during the baron’s 
revolt and destroyed. Motte c.63m wide sat base 
and 24m. The large bailey is to the south 
surrounded by a deep ditch with additional moated 
enclosures to the west  

HGH 004 0272 6214 Pottery: A drainage hole dug to 1m found x1 Saxo-
Norman and x11 medieval sherds   

HGH 008 026 623 Church of St Mary: c.1330-40. Door dated to late 
13th. Probably on site of earlier church mentioned in 
Domesday survey and located in possible outer 
bailey of Haughley Castle 
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HGH 015 02646 62324 Medieval features: Evaluation at Haughley Primary 
School in 1999 found a substantial ditch, probably 
the outer bailey, backfilled in the 12th or 13th century. 
Other ditches, pits and post-holes found including 
Iron Age. A substantial mid-late Saxon enclosure 
ditch also located  

HGH 016 02481 62450 Castle Barn: Monitoring in 2001 around a 17th

century barn to be converted found a large pit and 
five small post-holes and an oval feature containing 
early medieval pottery and charred animal bone 
indicative of household refuse 

HGH
030iii

02522 62234 Ditch: Evaluation at Umhlanga, The Folly inside the 
outer bailey of Haughley Castle found the profile of 
the defensive ditch of the outer bailey, and features 
of 12th-14th century date including pottery and 
animal bone were also recovered  

HGH 032# 0260 6226 Medieval features: An evaluation at The Old Mill, 
Duke Street, within the outer bailey found medieval 
ditches and a large ditch containing pottery of 12th-
14th centuries date. Early Medieval and a residual 
Roman sherd were also recovered 

HGH 035# 0263 6226 Medieval artefacts: An evaluation between the Old 
Mill and Duke Street found post-medieval pits and 
ditches containing post-medieval and residual 
medieval pottery thought to derive from the 
medieval street frontage. A medieval purse mount 
and copper alloy strip, possibly from a bell were also 
found along with a sherd of prehistoric pottery 

Post-medieval 1540-1900 
HGH 012 018 623 Haughley Plashwood Park: House shown on 

Bowen’s 1755 map but not Hodskinsons 1783 map  
Undated 
HGH 002 01937 61569 Ancient Woodland: at Broad Border 
HGH 020 02876 61415 Ring ditch: 25m diam, one of three identified from 

 aerial photographs 
HGH 021 02848 61378 Ring ditch: 25m diam, one of three identified from 

aerial photographs 
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APPENDIX 2  LISTED BUILDINGS

The following listed buildings are those that lie within c. 1 km of the assessment 
site. The table has been compiled from data held by the Suffolk Historic 
Environment Record (SHER). Their significance, where relevant, is discussed in 
Section 4.2.  

CHER 
Number 

National Grid 
Reference (TM) 

Name, Grade and Date 

280588 02815 62128 No’s 51,53 and 55 Old Street: Grade II, three 
houses, one late 16th/early 17th, two 18th century, 
all restored in 19th and 20th centuries 

280555 02527 62306 No’s 13 and 14, Duke Street: Grade II two 
houses built as one in 17th century, restored in 
19th

280592 02847 62073 No. 58 Old Street: Grade II 17th century house 
280548 02655 62282 No. 1 Duke Street: Grade II 17th century 
280595 02738 62138 No. 22 and 24 Old Street: Grade II late 16th

century house  
280556 02647 62257 No’s 2,4,6, and 7 Duke Street: Grade II including 

the Post Office, former almshouses 19th century 
280593 02817 62094 No’s 44, 46 and 48 Old Street: Grade II two 

houses and part of a third, built in 17th century 
with later changes 

280589 02824 62117 No. 57 and 59 Old Street: Grade II, two 18th

century houses 
280554 02489 62326 No. 18 and 19 Duke Street: Grade II pair of early 

19th century cottages 
280587 02802 62140 No. 47 Old Street: Grade II 17th century house 
280585 02774 62163 No’s 39 and 41 Old Street: Grade II house and 

shop, 17th century re-modelled in 19th

280564 02646 62236 Antrim House and The Old Counting House 
Restaurant, The Green: Grade II 14th century 
core with 16th , 18th  and 19th century additions  

280552 02497 62462 Barn, 80 metres north-west of Castle Farmhouse: 
Grade II late 17th century  

280594 02774 62114 No. 32 Chilton House and No. 34 Mulbra House, 
Old Street: Grade II, two houses built as one in 
the late 16th century  

280550 02612 62307 Church of St Mary the Virgin, Duke Street: Grade 
I mainly mid 14th and late 15th century 

280599 01798 62540 Coach house and stables 70 metres north of 
Plashwood House, Plashwood Road: Grade II 
late 18th to 19th century  

280597 02715 62153 No. 18 Dial Farm Cottage, Old Street: Grade II 
c.1800 house  
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280596 02723 62150 No. 20 (and part of 18) Dial Farm Cottage, Old 
Street: late 18th-19th century houses 

280598 02706 62155 Dial farmhouse, Old Street: Grade II 16th century 
former farmhouse 

280586 02794 62143 No’s 43 and 45 Fish and Chip and Video Shop, 
Old Street: Grade II built as one house mid 16th

century  
455930 02693 62207 Former Parish Coalhouse, The Green: Grade II 

former coal house1861 
280591 02870 62088 Franklins Newsagent and Beam Ends, Old 

Street: Grade II, two dwellings and a shop built 
1701

280562 02612 62165 Haughley House, The Green: Grade II 16th

century 
280601 03187 62070 Hill Farmhouse, Station Road: Grade II former 

farmhouse c.1600 
280567 02876 63006 No’s 1 and  2 Mere Farm Cottages, Green Road: 

Grade II early 17th century house 
280568 03002 62703 Mere Farmhouse, Green Road: Grade II early 

17th century farmhouse  
280590 02827 62116 No’s 59 (part) and 61 Old Thatch, Old Street: 

Grade II house and part of another, early 17th

century 
280566 02674 62230 Palmers Bakers and Confectioners Shop, The 

Green: Grade II shop and kitchen with stores 
above, early 19th century house 

280561 02891 61986 The Firs, Fishponds Way: Grade II house late 
17th/early 18th century 

280581 02675 62272 The Glebe, Old Street: Grade II house c.1611 
280551 02565 62322 The Grange, Duke Street: Grade II former rectory 

early 17th century with 19th and 20th  changes 
280582 02678 62260 The Kings Arms, Old Street: Grade II 14th-16th

century elements with 18th century alterations  
280583 02738 62213 The Old Forge, Old Street: Grade II 16th century 

house
280553 02480 62324 The Old Moat House, Duke Street: Grade II 

house c.1500 with later additions  
280563 02637 62209 The White House, The Green: Grade II 17th

century house 
280584 02757 62176 No’s 35 and 37 Walnut Tree Cottages, Old 

Street: Grade II built as one house c.1530  



© Archaeological Solutions Ltd 2012 

 Church of St Mary, Haughley, Suffolk 23

APPENDIX 3  CARTOGRAPHIC SOURCES 

Figure Date Map Scale Description 
1 Modern OS Explorer 1:25000 Site location 
2 Modern Client 1:25000 Detailed site location 

3 Modern Archaeological 
Solutions
taken from OS 
Explorer 

 HER sites within c. 1 km of 
assessment site 

4 1886 OS 1st edition 25 inch Historic map 
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APPENDIX 4 – LIST DESCRIPTION 

LBS number: 280550 
Location: CHURCH OF ST MARY, DUKE STREET (north side) 
   HAUGHLEY, MID SUFFOLK, SUFFOLK 
 Date listed: 09 December 1955 
Date of last amendment: 15 March 1988 
Grade I 

Listing Text: 

HAUGHLEYDUKE STREET (NORTH SIDE)TM 02628/68 Church of St. Mary 
the-Virgin  

HAUGHLEY DUKE STREET (NORTH SIDE) TM 0262 8/68 Church of St. Mary 
the - Virgin 9/12/55 (formerly listed as Church of GV I St Mary) Parish church, 
mainly mid C14 and late C15. Flint and septaria rubble, some areas also with 
limestone rubble. Freestone dressings. Nave and chancel roofs slated, aisle and 
tower roofs flat with parapets. Nave, chancel, south aisle and south-west tower. 
Vestry and organ chamber added to north side in mid C19. Tower of c.1330 
contains main entrance: a moulded and shafted outer doorway, small moulded Y-
traceried windows to east and west. Y-traceried belfry windows with grotesque 
gargoyles above. Richly moulded inner doorway of early C14; a pair of original 
doors with ovolo-moulded fillets and a cross- battening. The ringing chamber 
floor is original. A wooden doorframe in the outer doorway is dated 1699, with 
flanking initials; the 1st floor (probably of same date) is constructed partly from 
components of a medieval rood screen. South aisle of mid C14: four windows 
have curvilinear tracery, and there is a cusped-headed piscina. A 5-bay nave 
arcade with octagonal piers with moulded capitals; the wide chancel arch is 
similar. The chancel has a C14 south doorway, and a piscina with pierced 
traceried spandrels. Nave much remodelled in C15 when the clerestory was 
added and fine 5-bay roof built: cambered tie beams with curved queenstruts to 
principal rafters; secondary trusses have arch braced principals and braces 
clasping ridge; there are no collars. Fine carved bosses at intersections, and 
embattling to tie-beams and cornice. The lean-to aisle roof is similar with 3 tiers 
of purlins, restored angels at the wallposts, and much cresting. C15 chancel 
windows, restored in C19. Good C15 font, octagonal limestone, with emblems of 
the evangelists alternating with shield-bearing angels, and around the stem lions 
and wild men. In the chancel is an C18 marble slab with well-carved achievment; 
and 4 others in the sanctuary to C18 members of the Ray family. About 10 other 
slabs in the nave, 7 of which have brass indents of C16/C17. A wall monument in 
the nave to Robert Offwood, d.1756 and his wife and 3 infants. Two other wall 
monuments of early C18 in the aisle. 5 painted hatchments on the nave walls.  
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APPENDIX 5  HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT RECORD SUMMARY SHEET 

Site name and address: Church of St Mary, Haughley, Suffolk
County: Suffolk District: Stowmarket
Village/Town: Haughley Parish: Haughley 
Planning application 
reference: 

0351/09 

Client name/address/tel: Mr David Whymark of Suffolk Architects 
Nature of application: Extension to the vestry 
Present land use: Vestry wall and external section of churchyard. 
Size of application area:  
c. 300m2

Size of area investigated 

NGR (8 figures): TM 0265 6235 
Site Code:   HGH 040 
Site director/Organization: Archaeological Solutions Limited 
Type of work: Archaeological building recording and monitoring and recording 
Date of work: March – May 2010 
Location of finds/Curating 
museum:

Suffolk

Related HER Nos: Periods represented: 14th – 19th century 
Relevant previous 
summaries/reports:  - 

n/a

Summary of fieldwork 
results:

In March, April and May 2010, Archaeological Solutions Ltd 
(AS) carried out a programme of archaeological building 
recording and archaeological monitoring and recording at the 
Church of St Mary, Haughley, Suffolk (NGR TM 0265 6235). 
The recording and monitoring was commissioned by the PCC, 
and undertaken in advance of and during the construction an 
extension for a WC and kitchen facilities against north nave 
wall of the church (Planning reference no.0351/09).   
Approximately 30 articulated inhumations and a large quantity 
of disarticulated human bone were present in the area of the 
proposed vestry.  The latter measured 6.5m x 4.10m.  The 
inhumations predated the 1860s vestry wall which cut them, 
and comprised 21 infants and juveniles and 9 adults.  The 
infant and juvenile burials overlay and cut the adult burials.  
The west bay of the north nave wall was inspected, described 
and recorded in the area which will be most affected by the 
planned works.  This area spans a single bay and consists of 
fairly homogenous flintwork, framed by two buttresses with 
limestone dressings.  There is no evidence for early apertures 
or evidence regarding the specific construction of the nave 
wall, for example building lifts, and instead the majority of 
intervention appears to have been carried out in the mid-late 
19th century with the addition of the vestry.  This facilitated 
the reworking of the east buttress to accommodate a flue for a 
fireplace, while further work is evident with the insertion of an 
underground culvert at foundation level below the original 
wall.

Author of summary:
Tansy Collins BSc 

Date of Summary: May 2010 
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APPENDIX 6  HBR ARCHIVE FORM 

Site Details 
Site Name: Church of St Mary, Haughley, Suffolk NGR: TM 0265 6235 
County: Suffolk Museum Collecting Area: Suffolk 
Site Code: HGH 040 Project Number: 3620 
Date of Work: March – May 2010 Related Work: Monitoring and 

recording
Brief/s Specification/s 
Date Present Date Present 
August 2009 Yes 25th August 2009 Yes 
Site Records (Description) 
4 sheets A4 notes 
Site Drawings (Give Details of Formats & Size) 
XXXX 
Architect’s Drawings: 

Digital Drawings 
Printouts of Drawings Printouts of Data Digital Data 
In report  Digital photographs 

and drawings on CD 
Reports 
Report No Report Type Present 
3524 Historic building recording Yes 
Site Photographs 
Black & White Contact Prints Colour Slides 
Film 
No 

Film 
Type 

Negs Negs 
Present 

Contacts
Present 

Film
No

Negs Present

1 120mm XX Yes Yes 1 XX Yes 
2 120mm XX Yes Yes    
3 120mm XX Yes Yes    
Photographic Location Plans Present? (Give Details) 
In report and separate printout in archive folder 
Digital Photographs (Give Details): 
Digital photography duplicates black and white photography.  Index and 
selected plates printed in report.  Separate printout of index included in archive 
folder and digitally on CD. 



DP 1. Skeletons 7, 8 & 9 cut by 
 modern pipe and vestry wall

DP 2. Skeletons 10, 11 & 12 - Infant 
and juvenile inhumations cut by 

vestry wall 

DP 3. Disarticulated charnel bone in 
Grave F1039 

DP 4. Skeletons 20, 23 & 24 – 
Intercutting inhumations

DP 5. Skeletons 19 & 22 - Adult 
inhumations  cut by vestry wall

DP 6. Excavation of intercutting 
infant and adult inhumations  
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Fig. 5 1st edition OS map, 1886
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