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LAND SOUTH-EAST OF RAVENHILL DRIVE,
MARCH, CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION 

SUMMARY 

In March 2010, Archaeological Solutions Ltd carried out an archaeological trial 
trench evaluation of land south-east of Ravenhill Drive, March, 
Cambridgeshire (TL 4142 9657). The evaluation was commissioned by Mr R 
W Purser of Knights Construction (March) Ltd and was carried out in 
compliance with a planning condition attached to planning approval for the 
residential development of the site (F/YR09/0710/O). 

Two large scatters of Mesolithic and Neolithic flints were found on either side 
of a stream c.500m to 1 km to the west of the site (HER MCB 18589).  A 
scatter of Roman pottery sherds were found on gravel c.150 m to the east 
(CHER 05921), and a relatively large amount of Roman settlement evidence 
and finds have come from within the 1 km radius. In the medieval period the 
site was located c.350m from the High Street and 200m from the diverted river 
Nene. The site probably remained rural up to the 17th or 18th centuries. Post-
medieval ditches and marl pits have been excavated some 500m to the west 
(CHER MCB18521), and boundary ditches and water drainage features a 
similar distance to the north-west (CHER CB14604). Remains of a demolished 
corn mill were found close to the river c.60m to the east, but no archaeological 
features were present (ECB 286). The 1886 OS map shows the area is 
becoming developed, in particular two buildings and enclosures are shown on 
the site, which are gone by 1925, and there is quarrying to the north.

The evaluation revealed pits, ditches, gullies, a modern wall and paving.  The 
majority of features were undated (Tr. 1 F1017, F1020, F1024 and F1026 
(Tr.1), and F1022 (Tr.2).  F1022 (Tr.2) was likely natural.  The remaining 
features were largely modern (M1006, M1007, F1013, F1015 (Tr.2).  Ditch 
F1010 (Tr.2) contained a Roman sherd (slightly abraded).   

The site had the potential for medieval remains given its location within the 
western bounds of the town. Extensive Iron Age and Romano-British activity 
has also been found on the March fen island.  Ditches F1010 (Tr.2), F1017 
and F1026 (Tr.1) possibly represent the remains of a field system. All three 
ditches contained two fills which were similar.  Gullies F1013 (Tr.2) and F1020 
(Tr.1) were parallel, and they likely represent post-medieval or modern 
boundary ditches.
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 In March 2010, Archaeological Solutions Ltd carried out an 
archaeological trial trench evaluation at land south-east or Ravenhill Drive, 
March, Cambridgeshire (TL 4142 9657; Figs.1 - 2). The evaluation was 
commissioned by Mr R W Purser of Knights Construction (March) Ltd and was 
carried out in compliance with a planning condition attached to planning 
approval for the residential development of the site (F/YR09/0710/O). 

1.2 The evaluation was carried out in accordance with a brief issued by 
Cambridgeshire Archaeology Planning and Countryside Advice, 
Cambridgeshire County Council (CAPCA) (Dan McConnell, dated 
21/01/2010), and a written scheme of investigation compiled by AS (dated 
22/01/2010). The archaeological evaluation followed the procedures outlined 
in the Institute for Archaeologists’ Code of Conduct and Standard and 
Guidance for Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment (both revised 1999), as 
well as those highlighted in the IFA Standard and Guidance for Archaeological 
Field Evaluation (revised 2001) and Standards for Field Archaeology in the 
East of England (Gurney 2003).

1.3 The principal objectives of the evaluation were: 

Specifically:
� To establish the location, extent, date, character, condition, significance 

and quantity of any surviving archaeological remains liable to be 
threatened by the proposed development; 

� To assess the amount of truncation to buried deposits, the presence or 
absence of a palaeosol or ‘B’ horizon, the preservation of deposits 
within negative features and site formation processes generally; 

Generally:
� To establish whether any archaeological deposits exist in the area, with 

particular regard to any which are of sufficient importance to merit 
preservation in situ;

� to identify the date, approximate form and purpose of any 
archaeological deposit within the application area, together with its 
likely extent, localised depth and quality of preservation; 

� to evaluate the likely impact of past land uses, and the possible 
presence of masking colluvial/alluvial deposits; 

� to establish the potential for the preservation and survival of 
environmental evidence; and to provide sufficient information to 
construct an archaeological conservation strategy, dealing with 
preservation, the recording of archaeological deposits, working 
practices, timetables and orders of cost. 

Planning policy context 

1.4 The relevant planning policies which apply to the effect of development 
with regard to cultural heritage are Planning Policy Guidance Note 15 
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‘Planning and the Historic Environment’ (PPG15) and Planning Policy 
Guidance Note 16 ‘Archaeology and Planning’ (PPG16) (Department of the 
Environment).

1.5 PPG16 (1990) is the national Planning Policy Guidance Note which 
applies to archaeology.  It states that there should always be a presumption in 
favour of preserving nationally important archaeological remains in situ.  
However, when there is no overriding case for preservation, developers are 
required to fund opportunities for the recording and, where necessary, the 
excavation of the site.   This condition is widely applied by local authorities.

1.6 PPG15 (1994) is the national Planning Policy Guidance Note which 
applies to the conservation of the historic environment by protecting the 
character and appearance of Conservation Areas and protecting listed 
buildings (of architectural or historical interest) from demolition and 
unsympathetic change and safeguarding their settings as far as is possible. 
This condition is also widely applied by local authorities. 

2 DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE 

2.1  The site is located on the western side of March, c. 350m south-east 
of the historic core of the fenland town. March is situated on a long fen ‘island’ 
that lies immediately south of the silt fen.  The navigable River Nene flows 
through the centre of the March (c. 150m north of the site)/ 

2.2 The site comprises a plot fronting the eastern side of Ravenhill Drive. 
Residential housing borders the site to the south and east, and an apple 
orchard to the north. The site was the former scrub land, and lies at c.1.90m
AOD.

3 METHODOLOGY (DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT) 

Information was sought from a variety of available sources in order to meet 
the objectives of the desk-based assessment.

3.1 Archaeological databases 

The standard collation of all known archaeological sites and spot finds within 
Cambridgeshire comes from the Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Record 
(CHER). In order to provide a representative sample, the HER database was 
searched for all known entries within a c. 0.5 km radius of the site.  Entries 
within an approximate 0.5 km radius of the site are listed (Appendix 1).  Their 
significance, where relevant, is discussed in Section 4.2.  Significant HER 
entries from beyond the 0.5 km radius have also been discussed where 
relevant.



©Archaeological Solutions Ltd 2010 

Land South-East of Ravenhill Drive, March, Cambridgeshire: An Archaeological Evaluation 7

3.2 Historical and cartographic sources 

The principal source for these types of evidence was the Cambridge Record 
Office (CRO).  Relevant documents are listed in Appendix 2 and reproduced 
in Figs. 4 - 9

3.3 Secondary sources 

The principal sources of secondary material were the CHER as well as AS’s 
own reference library. All sources, including websites, are listed in the 
bibliography.

3.4 Geological/geotechnical information 

A description of the superficial and solid geology of the local and surrounding 
area was compiled in order to assess the likely presence and potential 
condition of any archaeological remains on the site. This information was 
drawn from appropriate maps based on the work of the British Geological 
Survey.

4 THE EVIDENCE 

4.1 Topography, geology and soils (Fig. 1)

4.1.1    March is located on an ‘island’ rising above the Fen formed from 
Pleistocene Tills overlying Kimmeridge Clay. The assessment site is at 1.90 
metres AOD approximately 200 metres south of the river Nene. 

4.2 Archaeological and historical background (Fig. 3) 

Prehistoric (c. 700,000 BC – AD 43)

4.2.1     The earliest human activity from March Island comprises Mesolithic 
flint scatters including CHER 05210 and 10913. The closest site is at Gaul 
Road (MCB18589), extending between 500m and 1 km to the west, where 
archaeological evaluation and field walking found 234 struck flints in two 
concentrations on either side of a stream. Previous work identified a 
prehistoric buried soil on the valley sides containing Mesolithic and Neolithic 
flints with overlying peat radiocarbon dated to c.1840 BC indicating wetter 
conditions in the early Bronze Age. An aerial photographic assessment prior 
to the excavation also identified roddens and areas of silt deposits thought to 
represent areas of local high ground. Neolithic tools and flints have been 
found at CHER 0521A, 05904 and 10913A, including a stone battleaxe of 
‘Woodhenge’ type from Cherryholt Farm to the south-west (CHER 05904). 

4.2.2     Bronze Age material is generally more abundant in the March area 
including round barrows along with a fine, handled beaker from near the 
railway station, and a small concentration of tools and flints from around 
Cherryholt Farm. However, there is little evidence from within the 1 km radius 
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other than a Neolithic to late Bronze Age flint scatter from near Cherryholt 
Farm, and the peat layer (above).

4.2.3 Iron Age activity generally appears to follow later Roman settlement  
patterns,  including sites on the eastern and western edges of March Island, 
but again there are few finds from within the 1 km radius. A possible Iron Age 
pit was excavated c.500m to the north-east (CHER MCB15694), and a bowl 
was found across the Nene to the north-east (CHER 05992). A clay pot 
containing a hoard of 40 late Iron Age silver coins was recovered from an 
unspecified location within the 1 km radius (CHER 05919). 

Romano-British (AD 43 – 410) 

4.2.4 March is located just to the south of the Fen Causeway, a Roman
Road running between Denver in Norfolk, and Peterborough, and Roman 
settlements have been found in the area as the fen became quite extensively 
exploited. Several Romano-British occupation sites and find spots have been 
found within the 1 km radius, with the closest find comprising ‘a few sherds’ 
found on gravel at the Army and Navy Stores c.150 m to the east (CHER 
05921). Three areas of Roman occupation or activity have been found within 
1 km of the site. Excavations near Cedar’s Close, 1 km to the north-east, 
found evidence for salt production including ovens, briquetage and ash mainly 
situated along a palaeochannel, with ditches, pits and post-holes also present 
(ECB 1394 and 2605). A little closer at 750m away, just to the south of the 
Nene, occupation evidence was found consisting of a stone platform and 
gravel track, coins, pottery and oyster shell (CHER 05927). Circa 900m to the 
south a Roman quarry pit and later post-medieval quarry pits containing 
Roman pottery suggest settlement in the vicinity (CHER CB14565). 

Anglo-Saxon (AD 411 – 1065)

4.2.5     The town probably has its origins as a ford over the old river Nene on 
the Ely to Wisbech road and the name Merche or mearc means place by the 
boundary. The only find of Anglo-Saxon date was a cruciform brooch from a 
back garden 1 km to the south (CHER 03781a). Circa AD1000 March was 
given to the monastery of Ely by Oswy and Ceolfleda when their son Aelfwin 
was admitted as a monk.

Medieval (AD 1066 – 1539) 

4.2.6      In 1086 the Berewick of March contained 12 villeins each with 12
acres of land as part of Doddington manor. The Abbot of Bury St Edmunds 
also held 16 acres, land for half a plough, 3 bordars and woodland for 4 pigs. 
The Abbot of Ely held the soke (jurisdiction). In 1251 the Bury St Edmunds 
estate was worth 16 shillings but the majority of the land remained in the 
Bishop of Ely’s manor of Doddington. During this period the river Nene was 
diverted through March to improve drainage and the village became a port 
and medieval occupation evidence has been identified on either side of the 
Nene. An evaluation at Grays Lane 300m to the north revealed a medieval 
roadside drainage ditch which went out of use by the 16th century (CHER 
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CB15693).  Another excavation c. 500m to the north-east revealed two late 
medieval or post-medieval ditches representing drains and/or boundaries 
(CHER MCB15694). 

4.2.7    The medieval town is thought to have been mainly located around the 
church at Town End. St Wendreda’s Church dates from the 12th century and is 
dedicated to the pious 7th century daughter of King Anna of East Anglia 
associated with the original Saxon church. The current church is renowned for 
its Gothic open timber roof with 120 carved angels which was built between 
1523 and 1526.  The Wayside Cross further to the north lies within the 1 km 
site radius and is Grade II listed. It was probably set up in the 14th century and 
was re-established in c.1980 (CHER MCB16840).

Post-medieval (AD 1540 – 1900) 

4.2.8 During the reign of Elizabeth I the town was a minor port. The  
1639-40 ship money tax rate of £35 and 5 shillings indicates that March was 
bigger than Doddington, but smaller than Downham and Littleport. During the 
English Civil War, March was held by Parliament and a sconce remains of the 
fortifications, 1 km to the south, which is designated a Scheduled Monument 
(CHER 01997). In the 17th century, overpopulation led to overstocking of the 
commons and in 1661 the lord of the manor agreed with his 165 March 
tenants to set aside c.4,500 acres as common and cow pasture. This area 
included Town End and Burrow Moor and so may also have included the site. 
Between May and September each tenant was allowed to graze 2 horses and 
either 4 cows or 16 sheep, and double that amount for the rest of the year. In 
1670 a market with two annual fairs was granted. The market lapsed in the 
early 19th century and did not take off again until c.1898. March saw growth in 
the town with the arrival of the railway in 1847.

4.2.9     An evaluation was carried out at New March Library 50 metres to the 
east (ECB 286) which found no archaeological features but deposits found 
close to the river almost certainly relate to the demolition of Acre Mill, a corn 
mill which once stood on the site. To the west, the Gaul Road excavation 
uncovered post-medieval ditches and marl pits along with residual post-
medieval finds (CHER MCB18521). An evaluation at the White Horse Public 
House c.500m to the north-west revealed a small ditch, an 18th/19th century 
brick culvert, field drains and a pit containing a probable 17th century pot 
sherd. Desk top evidence suggests the area was unoccupied in the historic 
period until the 17th century (CHER CB14604). Other evidence for post-
medieval activity including gullies and boundary ditches are at CHER 
MCB18453 and 18522. Early modern to modern ditches and clay extraction 
pits were also found at CHER 17983. In addition there are a number of 
buildings of HER interest, some listed, which are sited on or close to High 
Street to the south-east of the site (CB14867, 14927, and 14928, and MCB 
16621, 16831, 16832 and 18522). 
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4.3 The site

OS maps of the Development Site  

4.3.1   The 1840 Tithe Map (Fig. 4) shows the site as Plot 844 which was 
classed as arable fen land. The 1886 first edition OS Map (Fig. 5) shows that 
the site has a rectangular enclosure along the eastern side and another along 
the southern end, whilst two buildings are shown in the southern half. The 
map indicates quarrying having taken place in the fields bordering the river to 
the north. This is likely to be the result of either raising the river embankment 
or extraction of marl, clay or gravel. The northern edge of the site is a tree 
lined double boundary, possibly enclosing a small road or track. The 1901 OS 
map (Fig. 6) indicates that the rectangular enclosure on the east side of the 
site has reduced in size and the southern enclosure has disappeared. The 
building in the south-east corner of the site, shown on the 1886 map, has 
disappeared and more buildings have been added to the bordering plots 
beyond the southern boundary, and to the north-east. The 1924 OS map (Fig. 
7) shows buildings have appeared on the site along the eastern edge, and the 
rectangular enclosure is no longer shown. The building in the southwest 
corner, shown on the 1886 and 1901 maps has now gone, and the interior of 
the site appears to be given over to trees or orchards. The adjoining plots 
have become urban in character where they front Gall Road. The double 
boundary which demarcated the northern edge of the site is now a single 
boundary.

5 METHODOLOGY (TRIAL TRENCHING) (Fig. 2) 

5.1 Two trial trenches were excavated, totalling 36.00m (Fig.2). Both were 
1.60m in width and formed a ‘T’ shape. The trenches were positioned to 
maximise the investigation of the proposed building footprints and to avoid 
areas of known ground disturbance.

5.2 Undifferentiated overburden was removed under close archaeological 
supervision using a wheeled mechanical JCB excavator fitted with a toothless 
ditching bucket.  Thereafter, all further investigation was undertaken by hand.  
Exposed surfaces were cleaned as appropriate and examined for 
archaeological features and finds.  Deposits were recorded using pro-forma
recording sheets, drawn to scale and photographed.  Excavated spoil was 
checked for finds and the trenches were scanned by metal detector.
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6 DESCRIPTION OF RESULTS 

Trench 1 (Figs. 2 & 3; DPs 3, 4 & 9)   

Sample Section 3, ENE end, NNE facing, DP7  
0.00 = 1.81m AOD 
0.00 – 0.15m L1000. Topsoil. Mid to dark grey brown, friable sandy silt 
0.15 – 0.30m L1001. Levelling Layer. Dark grey black, loose ashy 

clinker
0.30 – 0.34m L1002. Made Ground. Light brown yellow, firm sandy clay 

gravel
0.34 – 0.57m L1003. Subsoil. Mid red brown, friable sandy silt 
0.57m + L1004. Natural. Light orange yellow with lenses of light 

grey, compact sandy clay

Sample Section 4: ENE end, WSW facing, DP8 
0.00 = 1.60m AOD
0.00 – 0.13m L1000. Topsoil. As above 
0.13 – 0.22m L1001. Levelling Layer. As above  
0.22 – 0.29m L1002. Made Ground. As above  
0.29 – 0.57m L1003. Subsoil. As above  
0.57m + L1004. Natural. As above  

Description: Trench 1 contained two ditches (F1017 and F1026), a gully 
(F1020), and a small pit (F1024). 

Ditch F1017 was linear in plan (1.60m+ x 0.90m x 0.41m), aligned north / 
south. It had steep sides and a concave base. Its upper fill, L1019, was a dark 
grey brown, compact clayey silt with occasional flint stones. No finds were 
present. Its basal fill, L1018, was a light brown grey silty clay with occasional 
flint stones. No finds were present. 

Ditch F1026 was linear in plan (1.60m+ x 0.71m+ x 0.33m) aligned north / 
south. It had steep sides and a concave base. Its upper fill, L1028, was a mid 
grey brown, friable humic clayey silt. Finds comprise animal bone (43g).  Its 
basal fill, L1027, was a light orange/brown grey, compact silty clay. No finds 
were present.

Gully F1020 was linear in plan (1.60m+ x 0.15m x 0.08m) aligned north / 
south. It had steep sides and a flattish base. Its fill, L1021, was a mid grey 
brown, compact silty clay with occasional flint stones. No finds were present. 

Pit F1024 was circular in plan (0.35m x 0.40m x 0.06m). It had shallow sides 
and a flattish base. Its fill, L1025, was a dark brown black, compact clayey silt 
with occasional flint stones. Finds comprise animal bone 182g. 
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Trench 2 (Figs. 2 & 3; DPs 1 – 2, 5 - 6 & 10)   

Sample Section 1: SSE end, NNW  facing, DP5  
0.00 = 1.81m AOD 
0.00 – 0.21m L1000. Topsoil. As above Tr.1 
0.21 – 0.39m L1001. Levelling Layer. As above Tr.1 
0.39 – 0.45m L1002. Made Ground. As above Tr.1 
0.45 – 0.65m L1003. Subsoil. As above Tr.1 
0.65m + L1004. Natural. As above Tr.1 

Sample Section 2: S end, W facing, DP6  
0.00 = 1.92m AOD 
0.00 – 0.25m L1000. Topsoil. As above Tr.1 
0.25 – 0.65m L1003. Subsoil. As above Tr.1 
0.65m + L1004. Natural. As above Tr.1 

Description: Trench 2 contained a ditch (F1010), a gully (F1013), a ?pit 
(F1022), a field drain (F1015), and a construction cut (F1005) for a brick wall 
(M1006) and paving (M1007).

Wall Construction Cut, F1005, was linear in plan (1.60m+ x 0.16m+ x 
0.05m+), aligned east / west. It had steep sides and a flattish base. Its fill was 
a concrete foundation, L1009, a light white yellow, hard sandy gravel cement. 
Brick wall, M1006, comprised mottled red and yellow frogged bricks (220mm x 
105mm x 65mm) with five courses of smooth, regularly-finished, cement- 
bonded stretcher masonry. Wall M1006 was abutted by a concrete foundation, 
L1008, a light white yellow, hard sandy gravel cement. It was overlaid by 
paving, M1007, which comprised broken grey fine concrete slabs (various 
length and width x 0.06m) with one course of irregular ‘crazy paving,’ bonded 
with the underlying sandy gravel cement.

Ditch F1010 was linear in plan (1.60m+ x 1.00m x 0.51m), aligned east / west. 
It had steep sides and a concave base. Its upper fill, L1012, was a mid orange 
brown, compact silty clay. No finds were present. Its lower fill, L1011, was a 
mid orange grey, compact sandy clay. Finds comprise Romano-British pottery 
(41g). Ditch F1010 was cut by Gully F1013. 

Gully F1013 was linear in plan (20.00m+ x 0.25m x 0.11m), aligned north / 
south. It had steep sides and a concave base. Its fill, L1014, was a mid grey 
brown, compact silty clay. Finds comprise post-medieval (8g) and modern 
pottery (4g). Gully F1013 cut Ditch F1010 and was cut by Gully F1015 and 
Wall Construction Cut F1005.

Field Drain F1015 was linear in plan (8.00m+ x 0.14m x 0.15m), aligned 
south-east / north-west. It had steep sides and a concave base. Its fill, L1016, 
was a mid orange brown, friable clay silt and contained a ceramic drain. It cut 
Gully F1013. 
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?Pit F1022 was sub-circular in plan (1.14m x 0.78m x 0.31m). It had steep 
sides and an irregular base. Its fill, L1023, was a light grey, compact clay. No 
finds were present. Pit F1022 was likely a natural feature.

7 CONFIDENCE RATING 

7.1 It is not felt that any factors inhibited the recognition of archaeological 
features and finds during the excavation. 

8 DEPOSIT MODEL 

8.1 Topsoil L1000 was the uppermost layer across the site. It was a mid to 
dark grey brown, friable humic sandy silt with moderate rootlets (0.13m (Tr.1) 
– 0.25m (Tr.2) thick).  Levelling Layer L1001 was present immediately below 
the topsoil (Trs. 1 & 2).  It was a dark grey black, loose ashy clinker, and 
provided drainage for the former tennis courts (0.09 (Tr.1) – 0.28m (Tr.2) 
thick).  Made Ground L1002 was present below Levelling Layer L1001 (Trs.1 
& 2).  It was a light brown yellow, firm sandy clay gravel, and formed the base 
layer for the former tennis court (0.04 (Tr.1) – 0.06m (Tr.2) .

8.2 Subsoil L1003 was present below Made Ground L1002 (Trs. 1 & 2) and 
below Topsoil L1000 (Tr. 2 south end). It was a mid red brown, friable sandy 
silt with occasion flint stones (0.23m (Tr.1) – 0,40m (Tr.2.) thick).  The natural, 
L1004, was a light orange yellow with lenses of light grey, compact sandy clay 
(0.65m below the present ground surface).

9 DISCUSSION 

9.1 Summary of the archaeological potential 

9.1.2  The excavations at Gaul Road some 500m to the west, indicate that
the site has potential for prehistoric remains. The Mesolithic and Neolithic flint 
scatters from the sides of a low stream, and the presence of roddens and silty 
areas indicating high ground suggest conditions conducive to human 
occupation/activity (HER MCB 18589).  In the late Iron Age, and particularly 
the Roman periods, the fen was intensively exploited and Roman occupation 
areas have been found between 750m and 1 km away. This includes a salt 
production area adjacent to a palaeochannel at Cedar’s Close to the north-
east (CHER ECB 1394 and 2605). A scatter of Roman pottery sherds were 
found on gravel c.150 m to the east of the site (CHER 05921).  There is little 
evidence for nearby Anglo-Saxon settlement; the site lies approximately 350m 
from the High Street which would have seen some development when March 
became a small port in the medieval period. The site however, would probably 
have remained rural at this time although major activity would have taken 
place during the diverging of the Nene channel 200m to the north. Evaluations 
300m to the north (CHER CB15693) and c. 500m to the north-east (CHER 
MCB15694), uncovered late medieval to early post-medieval ditches 
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representing drainage and/or boundaries. 

9.2 Summary of the archaeology 

9.2.1 Features were revealed in each trench: 

Trench Feature Description Spot Date 
F1017 Ditch - 
F1020 Gully - 
F1024 Pit - 
F1026 Ditch - 
M1006 Brick Wall Modern 
M1007 Crazy Paving Modern  
F1010 Ditch ?Roman 
F1013 Gully Modern 
F1015 Field Drain Modern 

1

2

F1022 ?Pit, poss. natural - 
Summary of Features. 

9.2.2 The features comprise pits, ditches, gullies, a modern wall and paving.  
The majority of features were undated (Tr. 1 F1017, F1020, F1024 and F1026 
(Tr.1), and F1022 (Tr.2).  F1022 (Tr.2) was likely natural.  The remaining 
features were largely modern (M1006, M1007, F1013, F1015 (Tr.2).  Ditch 
F1010 (Tr.2) contained a Roman sherd (slightly abraded).  A single sherd 
does not date the feature. 

9.2.3 Finds were sparse and comprise pottery and animal bone 

9.3 Interpretation of the site: archaeology and history 

9.3.1 The site had the potential for medieval remains given its location within 
the western bounds of the town. Extensive Iron Age and Romano-British 
activity has also been found on the March fen island. 

9.3.2 Ditches F1010 (Tr.2), F1017 and F1026 (Tr.1) possibly represent the  
remains of a field system. All three ditches contained two fills which were 
similar.

9.3.3 Gullies F1013 (Tr.2) and F1020 (Tr.1) were parallel, and they likely 
represent post-medieval or modern boundary ditches.
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ARCHIVE DEPOSITION 

Archive records, with an inventory, will be deposited with any donated finds 
from the site at Cambridge County Archaeological Store (CCAS). The archive 
will be quantified, ordered, indexed, cross-referenced and checked for internal 
consistency.  In addition to the overall site summary, it will be necessary to 
produce a summary of the artefactual and ecofactual data.
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APPENDIX 1  HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT RECORD DATA 
The following sites are those that lie within a c. 1 km radius of the assessment 
site. The table has been compiled from data held by the Cambridge Historic 
Environment Record (CHER).

 CHER Number NGR Details 
Prehistoric 500,000 BC – AD 43 

05007

(& ECB 2778) 

4053 9628 Early Neolithic to late Bronze Age flint 
scatter: includes flakes, scrapers and core 
found near the bypass

Mesolithic 8,000-4,000 BC 
05210 4049 9672 Worked flint scatter: over 400 pieces 

including cores, blades, scrapers axes, 
microliths and a micro-burin

10913 4049 9672 Flint scatter: mainly cores, some blades and 
microliths

MCB18589

(& ECB 2886) 

4045 9679 Flint scatters: Archaeological evaluation and 
field walking off Gaul Road found 234 struck 
flints on either side of the low valley of a 
small streem. Previous work has identified a 
prehistoric buried soil on the valley sides 
containing Mesolithic and Neolithic flints 
and overlying peat have been radiocarbon 
dated to c.1,840 BC indicates wetter 
conditions in the early Bronze Age 

Neolithic 4,000 – 2,300 BC
05210A 4049 9672 Transverse arrowhead: found among large 

scatter of Mesolithic flints 
05904 408 962 Stone battle axe: of ‘Woodhenge’ type 

found at Cherry Holt 
10913A 4049 9672 Arrowhead: Transverse arrowhead  

Iron Age 750 BC – AD
05919 41 96 Coin hoard: A hoard of around 40 silver 

coins dug up in an earthen vessel at an 
unspecified location in March 

05922 418 971 Bowl: Iron Age bowl found in 1938 
Roman AD 43 – 410 

03781 416 956 Roman artefacts: finds from a back garden 
comprising pottery, coins and lead weights 

05920 41 96 Coins: Coins of Gallienus and a silver vase 
(218-268) found in 1820 at an unrecorded 
location

05921 416 966 Pottery: Several sherds of pottery found at 
the Army and Navy Stores 

05927 421 968 Occupation evidence: comprising coins, 
oyster shell, pottery, a gravel track and a 
stone platform 

06053 41 96 Coin hoard: A Roman urn full of coins found 
‘many years’ before 1764 

CB14565

(& ECB281) 

41665 95769 Quarry pits: A Roman quarry pit and 
medieval/post-medieval quarry pits 
(CB14565i) contained a large quantity of 
Roman pottery indicative of settlement in 
the vicinity 

 MCB16791 4202 9682 Coin: 2nd century Roman coin found in a 
garden in Nene Parade 

 ECB1394 42164 97305 Salt making: Evaluation at Cedars Close 
found pits, ditches and post-holes with ash 
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and briquetage. Part of the site was covered 
in peat inundation and had drainage ditches 

ECB2605 42161 97329 Salt making: Excavation at Cedars Close 
found salt making ovens and debris 
including briquetage indicating two phases 
of Roman activity

Anglo-Saxon 410-1066 
03781a 416 956 Brooch: Cruciform brooch, probably early, 

found in a back garden through metal 
detecting

Medieval 1066-1539
CB15693
(& ECB284) 

41607 96828 Ditch: An evaluation at Grays Lane revealed 
a medieval roadside drainage ditch, went 
out of use by the 16th century 

CB15694

(& ECB25) 

41918 96673 Ditches and a pit: Excavation revealed two 
late medieval or post-medieval ditches 
representing drains and/or boundaries, and 
an undated pit, thought possibly to be Iron 
Age. 19th century landscaping was also 
noted

MCB16840

41527 95797 Wayside Cross: Probably 14th century, 
restored c.1980 incorporating part of the 
original shaft and base. Listed Building 
401382

Post-medieval 1539-1900 
01997 42045 95736 SCHEDULED MONUMENT 27188: The 

March Sconce: English Civil War 
fortification surviving as an earthwork 

11891 418 9676 Lime kiln: on 1st edition OS map, not found 
in a watching brief 

CB14565i

(& ECB281) 

41665 95769 Quarry pits and ditches: Trial trenching 
found a series of large pits thought to be 
medieval or post-medieval but containing 
residual Roman pottery (CB14565), and two 
similar ditches with pottery, and one 
undated ditch

CB14604

(& ECB409) 

41270 96904 Settlement: Evaluation at the White Horse 
Public House found a small ditch, an 
18th/19th century brick culvert, field drains 
and a pit containing a probably 17th century 
pot sherd. Desk top evidence suggests the 
area unoccupied in the historic period until 
the 17th century 

CB14867 41711 96454 Church: St Peter’s Church built in 1880 
(Anglican) Listed Building 401544 

CB14927 4167 9625 Church: Trinity Church Methodist chapel 
built 1829 and rebuilt 1889 

CB14928 4160 9637 Chapel: Centenary Baptist Chapel, High 
Street, built 1799 and rebuilt 1870 

MCB 16621 4172 9637 Mill: Steam mill  building 19th century 
MCB16831 41603 96417 Chapel: Providence Chapel, Burrowmoor 

Road built 1821 and rebuilt in 1835 and 
1873

MCB16834 41904 97253 Former Methodist Chapel: Built 1848 now a 
commercial premises 

MCB16842 41928 97475 Cemetery Lodge: Listed Building 401724 in 
Station Road built c.1867 as part of civic 
cemetery 
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MCB16844 41923 97467 Cemetery wall: Gates, gate piers, and walls 
at cemetery, Station Road Listed Building 
401725

MCB16845 42032 97492 Cemetery: Disused civic cemetery opened 
in 1867 

MCB18437

(&
ECB3125)

4120 9717 Quarrying: ‘Strip’ quarrying on land east of 7 
Wisbech Road revealed extensive early 20th

century gravel extraction 

 MCB18453 

(& ECB3176) 

4236 9625 Two gullies: Archaeological evaluation at 
Upwell Road found two intercutting gullies, 
the later contained post-medieval pottery 
and tile 

MCB18521 4059 9675 Ditches and pits: Archaeological evaluation 
at Gaul Road found post-medieval ditches 
and marl pits along with residual post-
medieval finds 

MCB18522

(& ECB2901) 

4174 9632 Boundary ditch: an evaluation at Old Court 
Place recorded a post-medieval boundary 
ditch containing early 19th century pottery 
and a possible gravel pit. Modern post-
holes and ditches also present 

ECB 286 41490 96623 Rubble: An evaluation at New March Library 
found no archaeological features but 
deposits near the river relate to demolition 
of a corn mill, Acre Mill, that stood there 
adjacent to The Acre Public House 

Modern 1900+ 

CB14929 4194 9717 Church: Roman Catholic Church of Our 
Lady and St Peter, St John’s Road built 
1912

CB14980 42129 96133 Church: March Evangelical Christian Centre 
MCB16620 4168 9686 Monument: Coronation Monument for 

George V in 1910. Grade II Listed Building 
401385

MCB16832 41713 96499 Meeting Hall: Kingdom Hall, meeting place 
for Jehova’s Witness, Bevill’s Place, built in 
the 20th century 

MCB16847 42199 95966 Cemetery: Eastwood Civic Cemetery 
opened 1939 

MCB17983

(& ECB2511) 

4113 9698 Sub surface deposits: An evaluation near 
Dartford Road found 8 ditches, 5 quarry 
pits, a small pit, a brick out house and a 
quarry pit. A single pit contained late Bronze 
Age/early Iron Age pot. Two medieval 
drainage/boundary ditches and a series of 
post-medieval quarry pits for clay extraction 
were found. Two post-medieval ditches 
were thought to match property boundaries 
depicted on late 19th/early 20th century 
historic maps

Undated
10998 424 964 Cropmarks: Irregular sub-square enclosure 

and linear features
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APPENDIX 2         LISTED BUILDINGS 
Listed Building 
Number 

National Grid
Reference

Details

401382 41527 95796 Wayside Cross, The Avenue: medieval, restored 
c.1980 Grade II 

401384 41761 96758 War Memorial, Broad Street: c.1920, Grade II 
401385 41681 96865 Coronation Fountain, Broad Street: Erected c.1911,  

Grade II 
401386 41658 96867 The Chequers Public House, Broad Street: Early 

19th century Grade II 
401387 40588 96195 Cherryholt Farmhouse, Burrowmoor Road: late 17th

Grade II 
401396 41877 96689 House, Elwyn Road: early 19th century Grade II 
401397 41929 96633 Swans Holt, Elwyn Road: late 18th/early 19th Grade 

II
401398 41712 96585 Ye Olde Griffin Hotel, High Street: 6th century with 

additions in the 18th and 19th, Grade II
401399 41695 96577 Lloyds Bank, High Street: late 18th/early 19th Grade 

II
401400 41700 96560 House, High Street: c.1790, Grade II 
401543 41682 96544 House, now a club, High Street: mid 19th century, 

Grade II 
401544 41711 96453 Church of St Peter, High Street: 1880, Grade II 
401545 41666 96321 County court, now a club, High Street: mid 19th

century, Grade II 
401546 41664 96222 The Maze, High Street: mid 18th and 19th century 

house, Grade II 
401547 41667 96200 Norland House, High Street: c.1700, 18th century 

and 1837 with 20th century alterations, Grade II* 
401548 41697 96198 Coach House and Stable and Garden Wall, at 110 

Norland House, High Street: late 18th century, 
Grade II 

401549 41672 96189 Mavron, High Street, High Street: c.1780 and mid 
20th century house and shop, Grade II 

401550 41630 96482 March and District Museum, High Street: Former 
school c.1850, Grade II 

401551 41629 96402 House and shops, High Street: late 18th and early 
20th, Grade II 

401552 41617 96302 Audmoor House, High Street: late 18th/early 19th

Grade II 
401708 41722 96653 Town Hall, High Street: 1900, Grade II 
401710 41773 96605 Elwyn House, Market Place: c.1830, Grade II 
401712 41708 96720 The Ship Inn, Nene Parade: 16th and 17th century, 

Grade II 
401717 41757 96694 Cottage, Nene Parade: 18th century, Grade II 
401720 4237 97071 House, Nene Parade: early 19th century, Grade II 
401782 41596 96784 Old Bank House, West End: 17th century 

remodelled in 19th, Grade II 
401786 41581 96786 House, West End: c.1790, Grade II 
401788 41482 96818 House, West End: c.1770, 19th and early 20th

century, Grade II 
401791 41458 96820 British Legion, West End: late 18th/early 19th, Grade 

II
401795 41363 96820 House, West End: 1626, extended in early 19th,

Grade II* 
401801 41215 96854 Row of cottages, now two, West End: early 19th

century, Grade II 
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401804 41176 96876 Cottage, West End: early 19th, Grade II 

APPENDIX 3  CARTOGRAPHIC SOURCES 

Date Map Scale Location 
1999 OS Explorer 228 March & Ely 1:25 000 Ordnance 

Survey
2009 Site of proposed development  Client
2009 Cambridgeshire Historic Environment 

Record
1:25 000 CHER 

c.1842 March Tithe Map – Rural Area CRO
(R51/28/1B)

1886 OS map 1st edition 25 inch CRO  

1900 OS map 2nd edition 25 inch CRO
1925 OS map  25 inch CRO 



APPENDIX 4   CONCORDANCE OF FINDS 

AS 1288: Land South-East of Ravenhill Drive, March, Cambridgeshire 
Concordance of finds by 
feature    
         

Feature Context Segment 
Trenc
h Description Spot Date Pottery 

A.Bone
(g)

1010 1011   2 Lower Ditch Fill Late 1st - 2nd Century (1) 41g   
1013 1014 A 2 Gully Fill Modern (1) 4g    
    B     Post-medieval (1) 8g    
1026 1028   1 Upper Ditch Fill     43  
1024 1025   1 Pit Fill   182  
         



APPENDIX 5  SPECIALISTS’ REPORTS 

The Pottery 
Andrew Peachey 

Trial trench excavations recovered a total of three fragments (53g) of pottery 
including single sherds of Roman, post-medieval and modern date. 

Ditch F1010 (L1011) contained a single sherd (41g) of slightly abraded 
Roman pottery dating to the late 1st to late 2nd/early 3rd centuries AD.  The 
sherd comprises a fragment forming the complete profile of a shallow dish 
with incurving sides and a simple rounded rim, comparable to an example 
from Hockwold-cum-Wilton (Gurney 1986, 78-9: vessel 106).  The fabric of the 
dish has oxidised, dark orange surfaces that fade to a dark grey core with 
inclusions of common, moderately-sorted quartz (0.1-0.5mm), sparse black 
iron ore (0.1-0.25mm) and occasional red iron rich clay pellets (0.5-8mm).  
The fabric is probably an early product of the Nar Valley pottery industry, but 
may have been produced by a local coarse ware kiln in the eastern fen or fen-
edge area. 

Gully F1013 (L1014) contained the remaining pottery sherds including, in 
Seg.B a sherd (8g) of post-medieval red earthenware with a brown glaze 
dating to the 17th-18th centuries, and in Seg.A a single sherd (4g) of modern 
white/cream earthenware used for utilitarian kitchen/table vessels. 
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AS 1288: Land South-East of Ravenhill Drive, March, Cambridgeshire       
Concordance of Samples           
              

Sample
Size 
(l)

Featur
e

Contex
t

Trenc
h

Are
a Description Spot Date 

Flot
(ml) 

Pot
(g)

A. Bone 
(g)

CB
M

Shell
(g) Other 

1 40 1010 1011 2   Lower Ditch Fill Late 1st - 2nd Century 15 
(1)
2g     (4) 3g 

B. Flint (2) 
24g

                        Slate (1) 2g 
                        S. Flint (1) 3g 
2 40 1017 1018 1   Ditch Fill   20           
3 40 1022 1023 2   Pit Fill   20           

4 10 1024 1025 1   Pit Fill   5
(1)
1g 20     

B. Flint (5) 
15g

5 10 1013 1014 2 A Gully Fill Modern 5         B. Flint (3) 3g 

6 20 1013 1014 2 D Gully Fill   100       (5) 9g 
B. Flint (2) 
33g

7 30 1026 1028 1   Upper Ditch Fill   200   8 4   Slag (2) 8g 
              



P3878 Land South-East of Ravenhill Drive, March, Cambs 
PHOTOGRAPHIC INDEX

DP 1. Wall M1006 & Crazy Paving 
M1007

DP 2. Ditch F1010 & Gully F1013 

DP 3. Ditch F1017 DP 4. Ditch F1026

DP 5. Sample Section 1 DP 6. Sample Section 2 



DP 7. Sample Section 3 DP 8. Sample Section 4 

DP 9. Trench 1 – Post Exc DP 10. Trench 2 – Post Exc 
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