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Orchard Way, Hurstpierpoint, West Sussex 
An Archaeological Evaluation 

 
by Steve Ford 

Report 04/75 

Introduction 

This report documents the results of an archaeological field evaluation carried out at land to the west of Orchard 

Way, Hurstpierpoint, West Sussex (TQ 2750 1680) (Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Mr Anthony 

Hawkins of Bell Cornwell Partnership, Oakview House, Station Road, Hook, Hampshire, RG27 9TP on behalf 

of Persimmon Homes, Brooklands Business Park, Weybridge, Surrey, KT13 0YP.  

Planning permission is to be sought from Mid Sussex District Council (09/01364/FULM80), to develop the 

site for housing. In order to support the planning application the results of a field evaluation are required to 

determine the archaeological potential of the site and, if appropriate inform the process of mitigating the effects 

of development on the archaeological heritage. This is in accordance with the Department of the Environment’s 

Planning Policy Guidance, Archaeology and Planning (PPG16 1990), and the Council’s policies on archaeology.  

The field investigation was carried out to a specification approved by Mr John Mills, Archaeological 

Officer with West Sussex County Council. The evaluation fieldwork took place in September 2004 and was 

undertaken by Steve Ford and Andy Taylor. The site code is OWH04/75. The archive is presently held at 

Thames Valley Archaeological Services, Reading and will be deposited with Brighton Museum in due course. 

 

Location, topography and geology 

The site is located on an irregular parcel of land on the north side of Albourne Road, to the west of properties on 

Orchard Way (Fig. 1). Commercial property and pasture used for horse grazing lies to the west with farmland to 

the north. The southern portion of the site is currently occupied by long-abandoned allotments which have 

regenerated as scrubland with saplings and a dense covering of bramble. The middle portion of the site is 

occupied by woodland and an old orchard, whereas the northern portion is grazed horse pasture.  

According to the British Geological Survey, the underlying geology for the southern portion of the site is 

Lower Greensand with Wealden Clay to the north (BGS 1984). However, relatively little sandstone was 

encountered. Some trenches at the northern end revealed some patches of sandstone fragments, but otherwise 

consisted of a sandy clay. To the north, the sandy clay of the trenches contained grey sand patches mottled with 
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iron pan. The site slopes down to the north from a height of 44.5m above Ordnance Datum on Albourne Road to 

33m AOD at the north.  

 

Archaeological background 

A number of archaeological sites and finds are recorded within the area (Rudling 2003) with a number of Bronze 

Age round barrows and Roman finds present. Archaeology is however recorded in greater density on the chalk 

of the South Downs to the south. One of the topics which raised the archaeological potential of the site was its 

location partly on a geological outcrop (Greensand) which has long been noted for its preferential use in 

Mesolithic times within the Weald (Rankine 1954). The site also lies on the periphery of the historic core of 

Hurstpierpoint adjacent to a historic lane (Albourne Road). It is possible that this location may have attracted 

medieval occupation. 

 

Objectives and methodology 

The purpose of the evaluation was to determine the presence/absence, extent, condition, character, quality and 

date of any archaeological deposits within the area of development. Specific aims of the project were to: 

a) Determine whether archaeologically relevant levels have survived on the site. 

b) Determine if archaeological deposits of any period are present on the site. 

c) Determine if any elements of the medieval village are present on the Albourne Road frontage. 

d) Determine if any finds and deposits of Mesolithic date were present; this is a period at which occupation of 

the greensand outcrops is well recorded.  

 

The original proposal was to locate trenches to target the greensand outcrop and the site frontage on Albourne 

Road, which are coincident. Twelve of the trenches were therefore located within this third of the site at a sample 

fraction of c. 4% of the site area. The remaining areas including that where a proposed balancing pond was to be 

located, were to be sampled at 1%. In the event, ecological constraints concerning the presence of statutorily 

protected species required the relocation of some trenches and the use of a smaller machine with a narrower 

bucket than intended. However, the total length of intended trenching was maintained by lengthening some 

trenches and the digging of an additional trench. The original proposal also included a component to search the 

site for artefacts, mainly struck flint of Mesolithic date, by ploughing the site to enable fieldwalking to take 

place. However, the presence of the mature scrub and the old orchard over much of the site where the greensand 
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outcrop was expected, did not permit this to take place. An assessment of the presence of struck flint on the site 

was therefore to be made from an examination of the trench spoilheaps only.  

All trenches were dug as near as possible to their intended locations (Fig. 2), under constant archaeological 

supervision and all spoilheaps were monitored for finds. 

A complete list of trenches giving lengths, breadths, depths and a description of sections and geology is 

given in Appendix 1.  

 

Results 

Nineteen trenches were eventually dug using a Kubota-type machine fitted with a ditching bucket. The trenches 

were 1.45m wide and between 7.8m and 32.3m long (Appendix 1). Trenches in the southern part of the site 

(Trenches 1–14; Pls 1 and 2) revealed a fairly consistent pattern with a black, humic, sandy topsoil overlying a 

sandy clay natural. The humic nature of the soil presumably reflects enrichment during the former use of the site 

as allotments. Typically the topsoil was 0.35m deep with a marked contrast to the underlying natural geology. 

Many trenches revealed shallow cut features representing bedding trenches and plot boundaries and which 

invariably contained modern material such as clinker, china or bottle glass. Some trenches contained root holes 

and one contained a posthole, also of modern date. None of the features revealed were of pre-modern date. 

Trenches in the northern portion of the site (15–19) revealed a different stratigraphy with turf and a brown 

topsoil 0.3m deep overlying a silty clay, probably representing typical farmland without marked enrichment with 

manure. The only cut features revealed were modern land drains.  

A search of the spoil heaps revealed a small number of finds of various dates and with no marked 

concentrations. The distribution of these finds is shown on Figure 2. 

 

Finds 

Struck flint by Steve Ford  
A small collection of five struck flints was recovered during the course of the excavations as detailed in 

Appendix 2. These comprise two cores and three flakes. None of the pieces is closely datable and only a broad 

Mesolithic to later Bronze Age date can be suggested.  

 



4 

Pottery by Malcolm Lyne 
The site produced 15 sherds (92g) of unstratified pottery (Appendix 3). Most of this dates from the 12th to 14th 

centuries, but Trench 19 yielded one abraded ?Early Iron Age calcined-flint tempered fragment and six fresh 

pieces from a crushed-flint tempered Middle Saxon cooking-pot.  

 

Fabrics 

1. Handmade lumpy black fabric with profuse up to 1.50mm crushed flint fired rough brown externally. Date: 
Iron Age 

2. Handmade black fabric with profuse angular up to 1.00mm crushed flint filler. Date: Middle Saxon. 
3. Grey fabric with profuse up-to 1.00mm iron-stained and colourless quartz, fired rough brown. Date: Medieval, 

c. AD1100–1200 
4. Oxidised fabric with profuse up to 0.30mm multi-coloured quartz, glauconite and ironstone filler. Date: 

Medieval, c. AD1250–1350 
5. Coarser version with up-to 0.50 mm inclusions. Date: Medieval, c. AD1200–1350 
6. Very-fine-sanded grey fabric with profuse up to 1.00 mm multi-coloured quartz and angular white alluvial 

flint fired rough pink. Date: Medieval, c. AD1100–1250 
 

Conclusion 

The evaluation has indicated that the site has low archaeological potential. None of the trenches revealed any cut 

features other than those of modern date, most of which are likely to be associated with recent use of the site as 

allotments. A search of the spoilheaps located a small number of finds of prehistoric, Saxon and medieval dates, 

but in low numbers. These finds, whilst indicating some activity of these periods in the general area of the site, 

more likely reflect either casual loss (in the case of the prehistoric struck flints) or the manuring of farmland in 

the case of the pottery finds; in any case it is impossible to be certain they originally derive from the site itself, as 

any or all could have been imported during cultivation.  
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APPENDIX 1: Trench details 
0m at S or W end 
 

Trench No. Length (m) Breadth (m) Depth (m) Comment 
1 29.5 1.45 0.45 0.00m-0.35m topsoil; 0.35m+ sandy clay natural with some sandstone 

lumps. Modern gullies at 25m and 27m. 
2 21.2 1.45 0.40 0.00m-0.35m topsoil; 0.35m+ sandy clay natural. Modern gullies at 2m 

and 12m. [Plate 2] 
3 29.5 1.45 0.45 0.00m-0.35m topsoil; 0.35m+ sandy clay natural. 
4 21.6 1.45 0.42 0.00m-0.35m topsoil; 0.35m+ sandy clay natural with sandstone 

fragments to north. Modern gulley at 14m. 
5 21.6 1.45 0.35 0.00m-0.35m topsoil; 0.35m+ sandy clay natural. Three modern gullies at 

9m and 10-20m. 
6 18.6 1.45 0.45 0.00m-0.35m topsoil; 0.35m+ sandy clay natural. Modern gulley at 5m, 

modern posthole at 1m. 
7 16.9 1.45 0.45 0.00m-0.35m topsoil; 0.35m+ sandy clay natural. Modern gullies at 4m, 

5m and 15m, much root activity at 1-2m. 
8 13.2 1.45 0.45 0.00m-0.35m topsoil; 0.35m+ sandy clay natural. Modern pit at 3m. 
9 21.5 1.45 0.35S; 0.45N 0.00m-0.30m topsoil; 0.30m+ sandy clay natural.  

10 26.2 1.45 0.38 0.00m-0.3m topsoil; 0.3m+ sandy clay natural. Modern gulley at7m. 
[Plate 1] 

11 16.2 1.45 0.40 0.00m-0.35m topsoil; 0.35m+ sandy clay natural. Modern gulley at 14m. 
12 7.8 1.45 0.38 0.00m-0.28m topsoil; 0.28m+ sandy clay natural. 
13 17.6 1.45 0.40 0.00m-0.35m topsoil; 0.35m+ sandy clay natural. Modern gullies at 8m 

and 9m. 
14 12.3 1.45 0.45 0.00m-0.35m topsoil; 0.35m+ sandy clay natural.  
15 29.2 1.45 0.37W; 0.50E 0.00m-0.05m turf; 0.05- 0.25m topsoil; 0.25m+ silty clay natural with 

grey sand patches. Test pit at 25m 0.9m deep. Land drains. 
16 29.5 1.45 0.38 0.00m-0.05m turf; 0.05- 0.28m topsoil; 0.28m+ silty clay natural with 

silty patches. Land drains. 
17 30.0 1.45 0.37 0.00m-0.05m turf; 0.05- 0.28m topsoil; 0.28m+ silty clay natural with silt 

patches. Land drains 
18 32.3 1.45 0.45 0.00m-0.05m turf; 0.05- 0.30m topsoil; 0.30m+ silty clay natural with silt 

patches. Land drains. 
19 16.4 1.45 0.45 0.00m-0.05m turf; 0.05- 0.32m topsoil; 0.32m+ silty clay natural with silt 

patches. Land drains. 
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APPENDIX 2: Flint catalogue 
 
Trench Location Type 
1 10-15m Core 
6 0-5m Broken flake 
7 5-10m Broken flake 
9 15-20m Intact Flake 
17 10-15m Core 
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APPENDIX 3: Pottery catalogue 
 
Trench Context Location Fabric Form Date-range (AD) No of sherds Weight (g) Comments 
2 Spoil 10-15 m 6  Cooking-pot 1100–1250 1 1  
4 Spoil 0-5m 5 Bowl with stabbed rim 1200–1350 1 10 Fresh 
4 Spoil 10-15m 3 Cooking-pot 1100–1200+ 1 14 Abraded 
4 Spoil 10-15m 4 Glazed pitcher 1250–1350 1 7  
4 Spoil 10-15m 5  1200–1350 2 2 Fresh 
10 Spoil 0-5m 4 Glazed pitcher 1250–1350 1 3  
16 Spoil  4 Lid-seated cooking-pot 1250–1350 1 25 Fresh 
19 Spoil 0-5m 1 Closed Iron Age 1 12 Abraded 
19 Spoil 10-15m 2 Cooking-pot 650–800 6 18 Fresh 
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