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Non-Technical Summary

The archaeological observation revealed no significant findings. 

A series of worked sandstone slabs within the interior of the building appeared to be contemporary with the original construction phase of the warehouse that is incorporated into the fabric of No. 33. 

Externally, no significant archaeology was identified but some insight was gained into the original ground levels prior to construction of the modern lean-to.
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Plate 1: Southern end of No. 33 High Street, looking north

1. Introduction

Border Archaeology was instructed by Jonathan Preece of Wye Build, Brampton Abbots, Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire, to undertake archaeological observation of groundworks in conjunction with the previously undertaken standing building recording at No. 33 High Street, Ross-on-Wye. Architectural plans of the proposed development (planning application no; SE2002/3795/F) were provided by Mr Preece.

This programme of archaeological work followed usual on-site procedures complying with standards set by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE).

A copy of this report will be submitted to Jonathan Preece, further copies being supplied to Julian Cotton of Herefordshire Archaeology and the Sites and Monuments Record (SMR). 

2. Brief Historical Background


The early history of Ross-on-Wye is rather fragmentary although the settlement was certainly established before the end of the Saxon period. The Domesday account of 1086 records Ross as a village and manor of the Bishop of Hereford with a priest and a mill and values it at 18 shillings (Thorn & Thorn 1983). The inventory states:  In Ross 7 hides which pay tax.  In lordship 1 plough; another would be possible.  18 villagers, 6 smallholders and a priest with 23 ploughs. 3 slaves; a mill at 6s 8d; meadow, 16 acres. The woodland is in the King's Enclosure. The villages pay 18s in dues.

A number of important buildings stand within the town’s historic core, including the 13th century parish church of St Mary, the Baptist Chapel, the Friends' Meeting House, the mid 17th century Market House and Wilton Bridge (built in 1597).  The Market Hall, a few metres N of No. 33 High Street, is a two-storey building of Old Red Sandstone constructed between 1660 and 1674.  The ground floor is open with six columns and arches supporting the upper storey (Pevsner 1962:276-77).

Next to No. 33 stands Kyrle's House (No. 34 High Street), a timber-framed, two-jetty, three-storey building presently comprising three shops. To the rear is a series of small courtyards within original (burgage) plots.  To the rear of the eastern plot of No. 34, and incorporated into the fabric of No. 33, is a large warehouse. This late medieval / early post-medieval sandstone building has a series of stone arches facilitating access between the rear of the properties and a large courtyard with cobblestone access behind No. 33.  Bounded by a 3m-high brick wall, a summerhouse and ornamental gardens established before 1724 lie to the rear of the warehouse and No. 34.

3. Geology

The drift geology of the Ross-on-Wye area (EARDISTON 541c) consists of well-drained, reddish, coarse loamy soils overlying sandstone.  The soils are shallow in places, especially on the brows of hills.  Some local reddish fine silty soils overlie shale and siltstone. The town itself is classified as an unsurveyed urban area (Soil Association of England & Wales 1983). The soils could not therefore be fully assessed. 

Ross-on-Wye stands on an exposed N facing crest of Old Red Sandstone rising to around 70m AOD. The River Wye flows to the N and W and meanders through exposed limestone at Symonds Yat towards Monmouth.
4. 
Methodology

The area was machine excavated under archaeological supervision and spoil was scanned for artefacts, any artefacts recovered from the spoil being recorded but not retained.

The depth and complexity of deposits was assessed and a full written, graphic and photographic record was made using pro forma record forms and sheets in accordance with archaeological practices set out by the Institute of Field Archaeologists (1994; revised 2001). 

A detailed stratigraphic record was made using a context numbering system.  Archaeological deposits, features and structures were recorded in plan at a scale of 1:50. 

All deposits, features and structures identified were photographed using 35mm colour print format.

5. Archaeological Observation

Two phases of works were undertaken on the site. The first of these was the construction of two walls within the rear of the existing part of the warehouse building (Area A) to form a fire escape route, which involved digging two parallel trenches running roughly N-S. The trenches were excavated to a depth of 0.5m.

5.1 Area A

Underlying the concrete floor surface (001) in Trench 1 was a lense of post-medieval building debris, the majority of which comprised fragments of unfrogged post-medieval brick and the partial remains of plastic sheeting (002). Underlying (002) was a layer of mortar bonded sandstone paving (003). Due to the limited width of the trenches and the several phases of wall construction taking place within the building it was difficult to tie this surface in with a specific phase of construction, although the materials used suggested that the floor was probably contemporary with the initial phase of construction of the warehouse.
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Fig. 1: Area A plan showing sandstone paving prior to removal

The sandstone floor had become broken in several places and several pieces of post-medieval brick and sand that were intrusive from context (002) had penetrated into these areas. After appropriate recording had been undertaken, the flagstones were cut along the line of the trench to allow the required depth to be reached. Underlying these flagstones was a very loosely compacted sandstone derivative soil with no inclusions, which probably represents the natural soils (004). Cutting through contexts (002) and (003) was the trench of a disused utility pipe [005], which was filled by a tightly compacted yellowish gravel (006). The lack of archaeological deposition beneath the flagstone flooring suggests that the area had been levelled before construction removing any earlier deposits.

The stratigraphy observed in Trench 2 was identical to that of Trench 1. Underlying the concrete floor surface (101) was a thin lense consisting of plastic sheeting and post-medieval CBM (102). Underlying (102) was a series of sandstone slabs arranged as flooring (103). These overlay loosely compacted sandy soil probably derived from the natural bedrock (104). Cutting through contexts (103) and (104) was the continuation of the utility trench [105].
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Plate 2: Trench 2 looking W

[image: image4.jpg]



Plate 3: Trench 1 looking N

5.2 Area B

The second phase of construction consisted of the reducing of ground levels at the rear of the property (Area B) by up to 1m in places. A T-shaped foundation trench was then excavated, the base of the T extending from the S wall of the warehouse.


The uppermost deposit consisted for the most part of rubble (201) resulting principally from the recently demolished southern part of the building, described as a ‘lean-to’ in the standing building record (Border Archaeology Report No. 2003-04-01). Underlying the rubble was a moderately compacted darkish brown garden soil (202). Within this soil were frequent quantities of post-medieval CBM and pottery (blue transfer wares, Midland yellow wares). Beneath (202) was a dark brown moderately compacted silty sandy garden soil containing occasional charcoal inclusions (203), a single fragment of late medieval pottery and a fragment of clay pipe. Both (202) and (203) were deposited as part of a reclamation overburden that overlay the natural soils and geology, a mixture of reddish clayey sand and sandstone bedrock (204). The natural here sloped steeply down to the building and (202) certainly appeared to be part of a levelling deposit. Context (203) probably represents the topsoil level contemporary with the construction of the warehouse. At the W end of the area underlying (202) and overlying (203) was a concrete ramp (205) approximately 1m wide running down what was the original line of slope. Context (203) was not present beneath the ramp, having apparently been removed when the ramp was inserted. The ramp lay adjacent to the western wall of the demolished southern section of the building and ran down to a bricked-up entrance within the southern elevation of the warehouse. The modern nature of the ramp suggests that the lean-to probably dates to the latter half of the 20th century. At the SE end of the area cutting through (202) and into (204) was a wall foundation trench [206] containing loosely compacted darkish brown silty soil with frequent post-medieval CBM and glass and occasional fragments of post-medieval pottery (207). Due to the disturbed nature of the overlying deposits, it could not be ascertained whether this was the foundation cut of the southern wall of the lean-to or an earlier foundation trench. 

After the levels were reduced in Area B, the full depths of the walls relating to the warehouse were revealed. The S wall comprised roughly hewn sandstone blocks extending up to 1m below the surrounding ground level. On the E side of the exterior of this wall was a small rectilinear void, which would have extended through to the interior of the building (Plate 5). Filling this void was a dark brown soil and a broken bottle of c. late 19th / early 20th century date. 
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Plate 4: Overview of Area B (facing SE)

After the ground levels to the S of the warehouse were reduced, a T-shaped trench was excavated utilising the two remaining sandstone walls of the ‘lean-to’. The majority of this trench was excavated into natural soils, with only a small area of context (203) removed at the N end of the area. The removal of (203) revealed it to be a shallow context measuring approximately 0.25m in thickness. The T-shaped trench also impacted on the foundation trench at the SE end of the area [206]. 
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Plate 5: Small rectilinear void on the E side of the exterior of S wall

6. Summary and Conclusions

The archaeological observation revealed no findings of any significance. A series of worked sandstone slabs within the interior of the building overlay sandstone derivative natural soils and appeared to be contemporary with the original construction phase of the warehouse. Externally, no significant archaeology was identified but some insight was gained into the original ground levels, at least during the later phases of construction. It appears that any sub-surface archaeological remains predating the lean-to would have been destroyed either during its construction or by subsequent alterations. 

7. Copyright

Border Archaeology shall retain full copyright of any commissioned reports, tender documents or other project documents, under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 with all rights reserved; excepting that it hereby provides an exclusive licence to the client for the use of the report by the client in all matters directly relating to the project as described in the Project Specification. 
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9. Context Register

	Area A: Trench 1

	(001)
	Concrete floor surface within warehouse. Dimensions:  8m x 6.5m x 0.1m.

	(002)
	Loosely compacted, mixture post-medieval CBM and plastic sheeting. Dimensions:  4m x >0.5m x 0.06m. Underlies (001). Overlies (006).

	(003)
	Mortar-bonded loosely worked sandstone paving. One course in thickness. Dimensions:  4m x >0.5m x 0.1m. Cut by [005]. Overlies (004). 

	(004) 
	Loosely compacted sandy soil with occasional sandstone fragments. Dimensions:  6.5m x >0.5m x >0.08m. Natural. Underlies (003).

	[005]
	Cut of utility trench. Shape in plan: rectilinear, orientation: NE-SW, corners: not visible, break of slope top: sharp, sides: sloping, break of slope base: sharp, base: gently curving. Cuts (003) and (004). Filled by: (006). Dimensions: >0.5m x 0.6m x >0.3m.

	(006)
	Tightly compacted yellowish gravel. Fills: [005]. Dimensions: >0.5m x 0.6m x >0.3m. Underlies (002).

	Area A: Trench 2

	(101)
	Concrete floor surface within warehouse. Dimensions:  8m x 6.5m x 0.1m.

	(102)
	Loosely compacted, mixture post-medieval CBM and plastic sheeting. Dimensions:  4m x >0.5m x 0.06m. Underlies (101). Overlies (106).

	(103)
	Mortar-bonded loosely worked sandstone paving. One course in thickness. Cut by [105]. Dimensions:  4m x >0.5m x 0.1m. Overlies (104).  

	(104) 
	Loosely compacted sandy soil with occasional sandstone fragments. Cut by [105]. Dimensions:  6.5m x >0.5m x >0.08m. Natural. Underlies (003).

	[105]
	Cut of utility trench. Shape in plan: rectilinear, orientation: NE-SW, corners: not visible, break of slope top: sharp, sides: sloping, break of slope base: sharp, base: gently curving. Cuts (103) and (104). Filled by: (106). Dimensions: >0.5m x 0.6m x >0.3m.

	(106)
	Tightly compacted yellowish gravel. Fills: [105]. Dimensions: >0.5m x 0.6m x >0.3m. Underlies (102).

	Area B

	(201)
	Loosely compacted darkish brown silty soil containing demolition debris and rubble. Moderate post-medieval pottery (Midland yellow wares, blue transfer wares). Dimensions: 8.3m x 5.75m x <0.6m.  Overlies (202).

	(202)
	Moderately compacted darkish-brown silty soil with occasional sandstone and post-medieval pottery (Midland yellow wares, blue transfer wares, brown glazed wares). Dimensions: 8.3m x 5.75m x <0.3m. Underlies (201). Overlies (203), (205).

	(203)
	Moderately compacted darkish-brown silty loam. One fragment of pottery. Dimensions: 3m x 3m x 0.25m. Underlies (202). Overlies (204).

	(204)
	Tightly compacted, reddish-orange sandy clay and large outcrops of natural sandstone (80%). Dimensions: 8.3m x 5.75m x (undefined). Underlies (203), (205) and [206].

	(205)
	Concrete ramp. Slope angled at approximately 12 degrees. Orientated roughly N-S. Underlies (202). Overlies (204).

	[206]
	Cut of foundation ditch. Shape in plan: rectilinear, corners: angled, break of slope top: sharp, sides: vertical, break of slope base: sharp, base: rough/uneven. Orientation: roughly E -W. Cuts (204). Filled by (207). Dimensions: 3.33m x 0.5m x 0.5m.

	(207)
	Loosely compacted dark brown black silty soil. Frequent post-medieval CBM, glass and occasional post-medieval pottery (blue transfer wares, Midland yellow wares). Fills [206]. Dimensions: 3.33m x 0.5m x 0.5m. Underlies (202).
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Fig. 2: Plan of Area B prior to removal of concrete ramp and excavation of T-shaped trench
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