Worked Stone

Richard N. Bailey

Carved Fragment; possible pre conquest cross – arm

(Fig.A7.1, Plate. A7.1a/b, A7.2a/b)

Discovery: The fragment was recovered during a watching brief/excavation in All Saints Church, Rothbury, to the west of the church tower.  It was built into the wall of a mediaeval lime kiln. (19)

Present Condition: Face A is damaged in the lower right corner and along the broken left side; the remains of a (presumably secondary) hole can be seen in this broken section. Face B has been largely cut away, though parts of the arris moulding survive to the right. Faces C and D are lost.

Description: Face A (broad) A broad arris moulding borders three sides. The flat area defined by these borders, which is on the same plane as the top of the moulding, carried traces of criss-cross incisions.

Face B (narrow) Only the moulding to the left of the broken panel now remains.

Discussion: The fragment’s original form and function is inevitably uncertain but it restores most plausibly as the block terminal of a lateral cross arm, probably of Anglo-Saxon date. The upper and lower mouldings narrow towards each other to the left where, on this reconstruction, the surviving stone would have joined the carved armpit. The fact that a moulding survives on face B suggests that the carving is from a lateral rather than an upper arm. Though larger than the surviving cross head from Rothbury (Cramp 1984, ill.1210), the dimensions of this stone can be paralleled on pre-Norman cross arms such as those from Lastingham and Masham in Yorkshire or Winswick in Lancashire (Lang 1991, ills. 587-8; lang 2001, ill.636; Bailey 2006 forthcoming).

The short sections of diagonal incised lines on the panels can be variously explained. They may represent chisel marks left in the process of preparing a flat surface or be the worn remains of a multi-strand plait carved in low relief. Alternatively they might be interpreted as the marking out lines of a diagonal grid for a later stage of carving or be cross hatching to aid the adherence of a plaster skim. (for carving methods and plaster coating see: Lang 1991, 48-9; Bailey 1996, 5-6,111-14). Given the fact that the surface of the enclosed panel is on the same plane as the moulding it seems unlikely that any decoration was ever carved in high relief; cross-heads with plain arms enclosed by arris mouldings do occur across the Northumberland sculptural corpus (e.g. Lang 1991, ill.358; Lang 2001, ill. 341). As a final possibility is should be noted that the carving may have been abandoned half finished (See other examples at Kells and York, Harbison 1992, I, 352, II, figs. 360-2; Lang 1991, 104 ill.327).
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An Architectural Fragment (PlateA.7 .2c)

Ian J Stewart

Context

A small fragment of worked stone was recovered from context (24), a sandy loam with flecks of mortar with frequent fragments of sandstone. This was part of the backfill of the mediaeval lime kiln (19). See Figure A2.7

Description

A small triangular fragment of sandstone measuring 90mm x 90mm with the diagonal 85mm. Maximum thickness is 35mm. Two faces have been dressed, with one edge bevelled. Traces of a lime plaster adhere to one face, with traces of red paint on part of the plaster.

Discussion

The small size of the fragment prevents an in depth discussion. It was part of the backfill of a mediaeval lime kiln (19). Therefore it was from the demolition of a significant structure possibly an earlier church which may have stood nearby? The presence of a lime plaster plus the paint indicates the high quality of the source. The bevelled edge may suggest an edging around a doorway or window?

