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Non-Technical Summary 
Following a proposal to convert a former barn and byres into holiday homes at 
Eaglesfield Crag Farm, Eaglesfield, near Cockermouth in Cumbria, a programme of 
archaeological recording was recommended by Allerdale Borough Council and 
Cumbria County Council. This was to comprise a Royal Commission on the Historic 
Monuments of England (RCHME) Level 2-type recording and a rapid desk-based 
assessment. The work was carried out in January and February 2006. 

The farmhouse at Eaglesfield Crag Farm has a date stone of 1661, and the farm first 
appears on a map of Cumberland from 1774, but is shown in detail on the later 
enclosure map of 1815 and township plan of c1840. At this time the barn is shown as 
a simple rectangular structure, but by the time of the first Ordnance Survey map of 
1867 it had been massively enlarged. 

The building recording confirmed the evidence of the maps, and revealed that the 
earliest part of the structure was a four-bay threshing barn, probably of eighteenth 
century date. This was expanded to the north and south, probably soon after it was 
built, to provide accommodation for animals and additional room for the storage of 
grain and/or hay. During the later eighteenth century it was enlarged again, with the 
addition of byres and a room containing machinery to the west and a store/workshop 
to the east. The earlier parts of the building were also altered at this time with the 
addition of concrete stalls and troughs to provide space for more cattle. A few 
modern alterations were also carried out, but these were largely cosmetic in nature.  

The development of the building fits that seen throughout the region, with an initial 
use for arable, followed by the dominance of dairy farming during the late nineteenth 
century. This led to many agricultural buildings being rebuilt or remodelled to suit the 
change in requirements. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Circumstances of the Project 
1.1.1 Following an application (2/05/0563) by Mr and Mrs AD Rees to convert a 
derelict barn and byres at Eaglesfield Crag Farm, Eaglesfield, Cockermouth (NY 
0995 2740) into three holiday units, a recommendation was made by Allerdale 
Borough Council that the building be recorded prior to redevelopment. After 
consultation with the Assistant Archaeologist at Cumbria County Council the specific 
requirements of the building recording were confirmed as an RCHME Level-2 type 
investigation (RCHME 1996). A brief was issued by the Assistant Archaeologist (see 
accompanying CD), in response to which a project design was produced by 
Greenlane Archaeology (see accompanying CD). Following the acceptance of this 
the recording was undertaken on the 30th and 31st January 2006.  

1.2 Location, Geology and Topography 
1.2.1 Eaglesfield Crag Farm is situated approximately 0.75km south-east of the 
village of Eaglesfield, which is just under 4km south-west of the centre of 
Cockermouth, in Cumbria (Fig 1). It lies at approximately 130m above sea level, on 
the boundary between ancient enclosures to the west and land enclosed during the 
nineteenth century to the east (see Section 3.2.4). Eaglesfield is situated on the edge 
of the West Cumbria Coastal Plain (Countryside Commission 1998, 26), the 
landscape of which is typically pastoral and comprises an ‘undulating or gently rolling 
topography’ dominated by pasture but scarred by repeated episodes of iron and coal 
mining as well as quarrying. The local solid geology is dominated by carboniferous 
limestone, part of a narrow strip situated between coal measures and millstone grit to 
the west and Skiddaw slate to the east (Moseley 1978, plate 1), which is covered by 
a thick deposit of glacially derived boulder clay (op cit, 27). In a few areas close to 
Eaglesfield the coal is close to the surface, and has been mined at various times in 
history (Fletcher 1877, 267).  
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2. Methodology 

2.1 Introduction 
2.1.1 The building investigation comprised three separate elements intended to 
provide a suitable record of the structure, in line with RCHME standards (RCHME 
1996). In addition a rapid desk-based assessment was carried out in accordance with 
the brief (see accompanying CD), and a suitable archive of the was compiled to 
provide a permanent paper record of the project and its results in accordance with 
English Heritage and IFA guidelines (English Heritage 1991; Ferguson and Murray 
n.d.). 

2.2 Desk-Based Assessment 
2.2.1 A rapid desk-based assessment was carried out. This principally comprised 
an examination of early maps of the site, which could demonstrate the basic phasing 
of the building. In addition, directories relating to the area were also consulted in 
order to establish who the owners and occupiers of the site had been, so that 
information about the probable use of the building could be gathered. Secondary 
sources relating to the general history of the local area were also examined to 
provide a historical and archaeological context for the results of the investigation. A 
number of sources of information were used during the desk-based assessment: 

• The Cumbria Record Office in Whitehaven (CRO(W)): this was visited in 
order to examine early plans of the site, local and regional histories and 
directories;  

• Greenlane Archaeology library: additional secondary sources, used to 
provide information for the site background were examined. 

2.3 Building Recording  
2.3.1 The building recording was carried out to RCHME Level-2 type standards 
(RCHME 1996). This is essentially a descriptive investigation, with only limited 
interpretation of the phasing and use of the building. The recording comprised 
several parts: 

• Written record: descriptive record of all parts of the building were made 
using Greenlane Archaeology pro forma record sheets;  

• Photographs: photographs in both 35mm black and white print and colour 
digital format were taken of the main features of the building, its general 
surroundings, and any areas of architectural or historical interest. A selection 
of the colour digital photographs are included in this report, and the remainder 
are presented on the accompanying CD; 

• Drawings: drawings were produced by hand-annotating ‘as existing’ 
illustrations of the building at a scale of 1:100 provided by the architect. These 
comprised:  

i. plans of all of the main floors; 

ii. two cross-sections; 

iii. the principal external elevations.  
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2.4 Archive 
2.4.1 A comprehensive archive of the project has been produced in accordance 
with the project design (see accompanying CD), and current IFA and English 
Heritage guidelines (Ferguson and Murray n.d.; English Heritage 1991). The paper 
and digital archive and a copy of this report with its accompanying CD will be 
deposited in the Cumbria Record Office in Whitehaven on completion of the project. 
Three copies of this report and CD will be deposited with the Cumbria Historic 
Environment Record, two with the client, and one will be retained by Greenlane 
Archaeology. In addition, a digital copy will be offered to the NMR and a record of the 
project will be made on the OASIS scheme.  
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3. Background 

3.1 Introduction 
3.1.1 The background to the site is intended to place the results of the investigation 
in their local, regional and national context. This enables not only the significance of 
the building to be better understood, but also enables comparisons with similar 
structures to be made and conclusions regarding the form, function and construction 
of the building to be drawn. In addition, information regarding the development and 
use of the building, where known, is also presented, which allows a more detailed 
understanding of the phases of use to be produced. 

3.2 Background History 
3.2.1 Medieval – Modern: there is plentiful, if poorly understood, evidence for early 
medieval activity around Eaglesfield. It has been argued that the name derives from 
‘eccles-field’, meaning ‘open land near a British church’ (Wilson 1978, 48), 
suggesting that there was an early Christian centre nearby. The possible importance 
of the name in the early medieval period has already been suggested in relation to 
recorded events in the area (Miller 1975, 109). 

3.2.2 The earliest written reference to Eaglesfield is from c1170 (Armstrong et al 
1950, 378), suggesting that a settlement existed here prior to that date. Lands in 
Eaglesfield are also mentioned in the Percy Survey of 1578 (Jackson 1881, 225), 
again showing the age of the village. During the post-medieval period the wider 
landscape’s rich mineral resources, including iron ore, coal and limestone, meant that 
large parts of the area were turned over to mining. In more rural and isolated regions, 
such as that around Eaglesfield, the effect was perhaps less obvious (OA North 
2002, 9), although quarrying is certainly evident and coal was exploited (Fletcher 
1877, 267). 

3.2.3 Eaglesfield Crag Farm: it is not known exactly when Eaglesfield Crag Farm 
was first built, but a date stone of 1661, with the initials ‘IF’, observed within the 
farmhouse during the building recording, demonstrates that it is a relatively ancient 
site. As mentioned in Section 3.2.2, the earliest written reference to the village of 
Eaglesfield is of medieval date, but it is not certain that Eaglesfield Crag Farm would 
have existed in any form at that time. As the scope of the desk-based assessment 
was limited it is not possible to discuss the origins of the farm in detail. However, two 
main sources of information were consulted; maps and directories, and these provide 
some information about the development of the buildings, its owners, and occupiers.  

3.2.4 Map Regression: a number of early maps of the site were examined, ranging 
from county plans of the eighteenth century to Ordnance Survey maps of the 
twentieth. These were able to reveal a number of pieces of information:  

• Early County Maps: a brief examination of early maps of the county revealed 
that the village of Eaglesfield is not depicted until the late eighteenth century 
(Higham 1997, 97). There is no apparent depiction of Eaglesfield Crag Farm 
until Hodskinson and Donald’s plan of 1774.  

• Hodskinson and Donald 1774: this is the first map to specifically name 
Eaglesfield Crag, and although it is not detailed enough to show individual 
buildings, a structure of some sort is indicated. It does confirm the evidence of 
the date stone – that the farm existed prior to the late eighteenth century. 

• Eaglesfield Enclosure Award 1815 (CRO(W) YRP 30/3): although 
Eaglesfield Crag was situated within land that had already been enclosed, to 
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the west of the road, its position on the edge of land enclosed at this date, to 
the east of the road, means that it is shown on this map (Plate 1). The barn is 
depicted as a simple rectangle, and also shows the farmhouse to the south-
east and another building to the south. The land is shown as belonging to T 
Steel. 

• Township of Eaglesfield c1840 (CRO(W) D/Da 39): the farm is shown in 
considerable detail at this date on both the original plan and a contemporary 
copy included with it (Plate 2). It retains the general appearance shown on the 
earlier plan, and once again the owner is listed as Thomas Steel, although the 
fields either side are labelled ‘L Fisher’. 

• Ordnance Survey 1867-1925: by the time the first Ordnance Survey map 
was surveyed (in 1864) the barn has taken much of its present form (as 
shown in 1900; Plate 3). Sometime after 1925, the building to the south of the 
barn was demolished and replaced with a modern bungalow. 

3.2.5 Occupiers: a rapid examination of directories for the area was able to identify 
a number of occupiers of the property. These are summarised in Table 1 below:  

Date Occupier Occupation Source  

1811 - - Jollie 1811 

1829 - - Parson and White 1829  

1847 Willm. Douglass Farmer Mannex and Whellan 1847, 538 

1861 William Douglas Farmer Morris, Harrison and Co 1861, 
168 

1883 John Thornthwaite  Farmer Bulmer and Co 1883, 522 

1894 - - Kelly and Co 1894  

1897 John Thornthwaite? Farmer Kelly and Co 1897, 212  

1910 - - Kelly’s Directories Ltd 1910 

Table 1: Recorded occupiers of Eaglesfield Crag Farm 

3.2.6 As is evident from Table 1 the information from the directories is somewhat 
incomplete, especially for the earlier dates. It is also apparent that the farm was 
known as either Eaglesfield Crag or simply Crag at different dates, which also leads 
to some confusion with regard to its identification. 
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4. Results 

4.1 Setting 
4.1.1 The barn/byre is situated on the north side of the farm, north-west of the old, 
derelict, farmhouse (Plate 16) and north of the modern farmhouse and agricultural 
buildings. There is a further modern agricultural building to the north, on the east side 
of the road (Fig 2). Immediately northeast of the north end of the building is a small 
derelict pen built of stone. The farm is adjacent to the road between Eaglesfield to 
the northwest and the A5086 to the southeast. The west side of the building adjoins 
the anciently enclosed fields associated with Eaglesfield Crag Farm. Across the road, 
to the north-east, the fields are the result of nineteenth century enclosure (see 
Section 3.2.4 above). Outcropping limestone is visible in many places to the west 
where the ground rises and forms the crag after which the farm is named.  

4.2 Arrangement and Fabric  
4.2.1 The building is an irregular rectangle in plan, orientated approximately north-
west/south-east (although for the purposes of this report it will be referred to as 
north/south) (Fig 2). The earliest part of the structure forms a narrow rectangle, but 
this has been repeatedly enlarged and altered, giving it its present, irregular shape. 
The entire building is constructed from limestone, some of which is stained a dark 
yellowish-orange, presumably on account of iron ore in the local area, giving it the 
appearance of sandstone. In general the stone is undressed rubble, although in 
some areas water-worn stones are also used, and there are large boulders in the 
foundations of the barn and two-storey byre (Plate 15). The original roofs are 
constructed of timber and finished with green slate and occasionally stone V-shaped 
ridge tiles, while the more modern roofs are finished with various types of corrugated 
material. 

4.2.2 The building comprises several parts, listed south to north:  

• A large byre and hay loft;  

• A threshing barn;  

• A small byre with hay loft above;  

• Enclosed pens.  

Attached to the east side is a small store/workshop, and attached to the west side 
are three outshuts comprising, south to north, a large byre, a ‘machine room’ and a 
possible store.  

4.3 External Detail 
4.3.1 South elevation (Fig 3): this principally comprises the gable end of the large 
byre with hayloft. The stonework of this elevation is largely exposed and comprises 
random courses of rubble, although there are patches of rough render covering much 
of it (Plate 6). There are three ventilation slots, arranged diagonally from the east 
side to the apex of the roof, and on the west side there is a blocked doorway at first 
floor level with a rough timber lintel and a rough drip mould. The west end has been 
extended to form the outshut containing the large byre, but is plain. 

4.3.2 East elevation (Fig 4): the south end of this comprises the large byre with 
hay loft, the centre is the threshing barn (part of which is obscured by the 
store/workshop), while the north end comprises the small byre and hay loft and the 
enclosed pens. The south end is two storeys high, with two doorways on the ground 



Barn and byres at Eaglesfield Crag Farm, Eaglesfield, Cockermouth, Cumbria: Archaeological 
Building Recording  10 

Client: Mr and Mrs Rees  

© Greenlane Archaeology Ltd, February 2006 

floor and a single doorway on the first floor between them, with ventilation slots on 
either side (Plate 4). The ground floor doorways both have rough, hand-finished 
timber lintels (largely comprising re-used timbers) above which are rough stone drip-
moulds. The first floor doorway also has a rough timber lintel, at the level of the wall-
plate. The wall is finished with a rough limewash over older layers of render, and 
there is an indistinct but visible line where it butts the barn to the north. The roof is a 
modern corrugated metal construction and a plastic downpipe and associated 
guttering is attached. 

4.3.3 The threshing barn to the north is similarly finished, but is lower in height than 
the byre (Plate 5). It has a green slate roof with stone V-shaped ridge tiles, is finished 
with the same limewash, and has a projecting course of stone beneath the eaves 
(presumably to stop water from the roof dripping directly onto the foundations, and 
therefore before the advent of gutters). It has a large central doorway, with a heavy 
timber lintel, above which pieces of slate have been inserted, perhaps to form a 
rough drip mould. A machine-cut piece of timber has been attached to the lintel, 
which provides the runner for a sliding metal door.  

4.3.4 Part of the south side of the east elevation of the threshing barn is covered by 
the attached store/workshop. This is constructed of rounded stones in very random 
courses, and with rounded corners sat on larger boulders. There is a doorway in the 
south elevation of this, which has evidently been raised in height or otherwise altered 
as it has been partially rebuilt in brick (typically a dark red colour and 0.24m long by 
0.11m wide and 0.08m thick, and probably machine made). Brick (typically hand-
made, dark reddish orange in colour and 0.24m long, 0.11m wide and 0.065m thick) 
has also been added to the west side of the north elevation to form a flue. The roof 
comprises corrugated concrete or asbestos and has a single skylight. 

4.3.5 Butted to the north of this, the smaller byre/hay loft is similarly finished, but 
appears to be built of more rounded stone in more random courses. The size and 
form is essentially the same as the threshing barn, but without the overhanging 
course below the eaves. At the north end there is a cast iron downpipe attached. To 
the north of this the enclosed pens are attached. These comprise a small outshut 
with a monopitch roof of corrugated fibreglass sloping down to the north. The lower 
part of the east elevation is built of rough courses of stone with a large doorway. This 
has been partially filled, however, leaving a smaller doorway, and the walls have 
been raised in height with concrete blocks. 

4.3.6 North elevation: the lower part of this is covered by the enclosed pens. The 
build is the same as the east elevation; the lower part is stone, and this has been 
raised in height with concrete blocks. The stone section in the western end is slightly 
higher than at the eastern end. There is a single skylight evident within the roof and a 
single ventilation slot in the wall at first floor level.  

4.3.7 West elevation (Fig 5): as the outshuts to the west are largely cut into the 
slope, much of this elevation is not easily visible. The enclosed pens at the north end 
are built very much in the same style as seen elsewhere, and to the south the small 
byre/hay loft is not limewashed so the structure of the wall is more easily visible 
(Plate 7). A cast iron downpipe and guttering is attached, and this continues 
southwards onto the threshing barn. The butt joint between the small byre and the 
threshing barn is more clearly visible on this side, and within the barn a single 
ventilation slot is evident, although the projecting stonework beneath the eaves is not 
apparent. The elevation returns to the west where the northernmost western outshut 
is attached, and a timber shutter remains in situ over small window within this return. 
The west elevation of the outshut is in poor condition and is built of large blocks of 
stone, although very little is visible due to it being cut into the slope. It returns again 
slightly to the south where it butts the larger outshut forming the ‘machine room’ and 
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large byre. Again the build is similar. A blocked doorway with a timber lintel is 
situated to the north, and within the blocking a ceramic pipe has been added to act 
as a ventilation slot. The roof is finished with grey slate, and has four skylights, 
although two of these are essentially just holes.  

4.4 Internal Detail 
4.4.1 Large Byre with Hay Loft: this is divided into three rooms, two on the ground 
floor and one on the first (Figs 6-7). The southernmost ground floor room has a 
concrete floor with a dung channel. The ceiling is built of machine-cut joists 
supporting floor boards, which are in turn supported by a single beam, decorated with 
a slight chamfer, orientated east/west. There are concrete stalls along the southern 
wall (Plate 10) and the lower part of the north wall has been finished with a concrete 
skim, although all of the walls have been whitewashed. A concrete plinth has been 
constructed along the south wall, between the stalls, which incorporates ceramic 
sinks, which act as troughs. Water pipes and electrical cables have been added 
throughout. 

4.4.2 The northernmost of the ground floor rooms is similar to the adjoining room to 
the south. The walls are whitewashed and there are concrete stalls with an 
associated dung channel and troughs in the same style along the west and south 
walls. The ceiling again comprises machine-cut pieces of timber. There is a 
projecting course of stone blocks in the north elevation (Plate 12), just below the level 
of the ceiling (therefore approximately mid-way up the original south gable of the 
threshing barn). The base of this wall includes several large boulders. 

4.4.3 The first floor room extends above the two rooms below. The floor is built of 
timber boards although it was covered in rubbish and not safe to walk upon so the 
room could not be examined in detail. It is open to the modern, corrugated metal roof, 
which is supported by two trusses (Fig 9). The northernmost of these is modern, and 
built of narrow timbers forming a king-post truss with inclined queen-post braces. The 
southern truss is the original, and comprises a basic tie-beam arrangement, although 
it is evident that both of the principal rafters have been re-used; one has an angled 
joint scar suggestive of a cruck blade and the other has empty sockets. There are 
two vent slots in the east elevation, either side of the central aperture (which has a 
re-used timber lintel), and a single vent slot in the west elevation. 

4.4.4 Threshing Barn: this comprises a single large room, open to the roof (Fig 8). 
The north half of the floor, as far as the north jambs of the doorways in the east and 
west elevations, is earth, while the south is concrete. The roof is supported by three 
simple tie-beam trusses (Plate 8). All of these have the same hand-finished timber, 
and there are carpenters’ marks ‘I’, ‘II’ and ‘III’ from north to south at the junctions 
between the tie beams and principal rafters (Plate 9). The principal rafters overlap at 
the top and the purlins, of which there are three per pitch and one at the ridge, 
overlap at each truss. Many of the timbers are re-used and several have peg holes 
within them. The central and southern trusses are held together by a horizontal piece 
of machine-cut timber, which is sat on and bolted to the tie beams. The central 
truss’s tie beam also has a machine-cut piece of timber strapped along the tie beam, 
presumably to support some failing in the timber. The southern truss also seems to 
have had its principal rafters replaced with machine-cut timbers at some date. 

4.4.5 The walls of the threshing barn are typically of the build seen elsewhere, with 
a rough render finish evident across most of it. In the centre of the east and west 
walls there is a large wagon doorway; the southern jamb of the eastern one has been 
partially re-pointed and the initials ‘JM’ have been scored into the cement. There are 
a number of ventilation slots within the walls, some of which are totally or partially 
blocked, and the north and south elevations have first floor doorways (probably 
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inserted) giving access to the hay lofts beyond. A concrete skim c0.25m tall from the 
floor and 0.15m thick extends around the south end of the room. 

4.4.6 Small Byre with Hay Loft: this comprises two small rooms, similar in style to 
those to the south of the threshing barn (Fig 6). The ground floor room has a 
concrete floor with dung channel associated with stalls and troughs. The ceiling 
comprises machine-cut timber joists and floor boards but no beam. One of the joists 
is a re-used piece of hand-finished timber with numerous peg holes and joint scars. 
The walls are whitewashed, and the north elevation has a projecting lump of 
stonework in the centre of unknown function (this may just be due to structural 
failure) and a projecting stone on the west side just below the ceiling, which has the 
appearance of a pad stone for a beam. 

4.4.7 The first floor has hand-finished and re-used timber purlins and a machine-cut 
ridge purlin. The floor is timber boards, but these were covered by rubbish and not 
safe to walk on. There is a ventilation slot, which has been glazed, in the north 
elevation and probably two further, partially blocked, slots, one in both of the east 
and west elevations. These have been partially covered by the present floor. 

4.4.8 Enclosed Pens: this comprises a single room, open to the monopitch 
corrugated fibreglass roof and with a concrete floor (Fig 6). The walls are finished 
with whitewash; the south elevation comprises the rough stonework of the north end 
of the small byre and hay loft and there is a V-shaped scar from the gable roof of an 
attached outshut, smaller than the present enclosed area, but respecting the west 
wall, on the west side. A collection of flimsy timber pens with hinged doors/gates has 
been added creating four stalls (Plate 14). 

4.4.9 Store/workshop: this is attached to the southern end of the east side of the 
threshing barn (Fig 6). It comprises a single small room, with a concrete floor and 
monopitch roof supported by two machine-cut joists. The walls have been 
whitewashed, and are generally unremarkable. There is a doorway in the south 
elevation with a plank door and rough timber lintel, and a timber shelf, attached to the 
roof, is situated against the east elevation. In the north-west corner a tiered flue built 
of brick has been inserted (Plate 11). There is no evidence for a hearth or opening 
but sooting along the north wall suggests that it was operational, and its small size 
indicates that it may have been used as a forge for blacksmithing or something 
similar. 

4.4.10 Southern Western Outshut – Large Byre: this is finished in the same way 
as the other byres within the building, with a concrete floor incorporating dung 
channels, and concrete stalls against the north and south walls between which are 
troughs made from ceramic sinks (Fig 6). The monopitch roof is built of machine-cut 
timbers and comprises four purlins and a large angled beam plus two horizontal 
beams inserted into the wall to the east. The lintel of the door to the east is 
constructed from re-used pieces of timber, the walls are whitewashed and pipes and 
electrical fittings have been added throughout. 

4.4.11 Middle Western Outshut – ‘Machine Room’: unlike the adjoining byre this 
room is not whitewashed. It has an earth floor and a simple roof structure comprising 
three machine-cut purlins and two additional beams comprising little more than logs 
running north/south. There are two concrete bases on the floor, one against the 
south wall, and the other towards the west end of the room (Fig 6). Each has 
numerous threaded bolts projecting out from it and the larger of the two has 
additional iron fittings attached. Electrical fittings have been added to the room and 
there are junction boxes and cables attached to a board on the south wall (Plate 13). 
There is a blocked doorway in the west wall, with a timber lintel, and a projecting 
‘drip’ course in the east elevation (the original west elevation of the threshing barn). 
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4.4.12 Northern Western Outshut – Store: this is a very plain room, with a 
concrete floor and a monopitch roof constructed from machine-cut timbers and 
comprising two beams orientated east/west and three purlins. The walls are not 
whitewashed, suggesting that this had a different function to the byres, and there is a 
blocked aperture (possibly a doorway) in the west elevation and a blocked window in 
the north (Fig 6).  
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5. Discussion 

5.1 Introduction 
5.1.1 The barn and byres at Eaglesfield Crag Farm are remarkably complex and 
show several phases of use and alteration, some of which can be dated by the 
documentary sources and relative to trends already identified in the historic 
development of farm buildings. The date of 1661 present within the farmhouse 
perhaps indicates the minimum date of origin of Eaglesfield Crag Farm, so it perhaps 
not, therefore, surprising that the building has seen such a large amount of 
development in its lifetime. 

5.2 Phasing 
5.2.1 Phase 1: the earliest part of the structure is the central four-bay threshing 
barn. It is not clear exactly how old this structure is, but several factors can give an 
indication. It is shown on the earliest detailed map of the site, the enclosure map of 
1815 (Plate 1), and so must predate this. The hand-finished timber used in the 
trusses again suggests a relatively early date, but the evidence of re-used timber 
within it suggests that it is perhaps not as old as the nearby farmhouse. It is probable 
that it replaced an existing agricultural building, perhaps during the eighteenth 
century, although the re-use of timber from old buildings is known to have been 
commonplace from at least the seventeenth century (Tyson 2000, 41). The projecting 
course of stone clearly visible in the east elevation (Fig 4) and in parts of the south 
and west probably acted as a drip course, intended to prevent rain water falling 
against the foundations and so eroding them prior to the use of attached rain water 
goods.  

5.2.2 Phase 2: shortly after the threshing barn had been built it was extended at 
both the north and south ends. Although it is not certain that these two additions were 
made at the same time, the similarity of building technique would suggest that this is 
likely. The cartographic evidence, although not conclusive, however, suggests that 
the extension to the south was not added until some time between c1840 and 1863, 
while the north end was extended between 1815 and c1840 (Plates 1 and 2). The 
original function of these structures is not clear, although the provision of loading 
doorways from the threshing barn suggests that they had an associated function. It is 
probable, therefore, that the extension to the north acted as a grain store, while that 
to the south was used as a byre with a hay-store above. 

5.2.3 Phase 3: it is likely that the small store attached to the east side of the 
threshing barn was added next. It is not clear what function this originally served, or 
whether it was even roofed, and it may have acted simply as a small stall or pen. 

5.2.4 Phase 4: sometime before 1863 cartographic sources show that the entire 
building took on essentially its present plan (Plate 3). The first phase of this was the 
addition of an outshut to the west of the southern byre with hayloft, which contained a 
large byre and small adjoining room. The presence of concrete bases within this 
small room suggests that this might have contained machinery of some kind, perhaps 
relating to milking and milk processing such as butter making (Ingram 1997). At the 
same time the extensions north and south of the threshing barn were entirely 
converted to use as byres with the addition of concrete floors, stalls, and troughs and 
the insertion of new floors. It is likely that the flue in the store/workshop on the east 
side was also added at this time. 

5.2.5 The conversion of barns into byres was a common occurrence in the late 
nineteenth century, when the demand for dairy products increased dramatically 
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(Brunskill 1987, 67) and dairy farming became the dominant form of agriculture in 
much of northern England (RCHME 1997). Byres of this date were constructed with 
much more consideration for the wellbeing of the animals, and the provision of a light 
and well-ventilated accommodation was considered to be beneficial to them 
(Brunskill 1987, 66). The southernmost of the western extensions, which has four 
skylights, and the addition of concrete stalls, reflect the style of this period. Many 
older farms developed in this fashion, without any organisation or detailed planning 
(Messenger 1975, 330-331). To combat this, new planned farms were constructed 
from the beginning of the nineteenth century, which were intended to provide 
adequate accommodation for livestock (op cit, 339-340). The nearest example is at 
Waterloo Farm near Eaglesfield (op cit, 343). 

5.2.6 Phase 5: also prior to 1863, but after the alterations of Phase 4, another 
outshut was added to the north end of the large byre. The function of this is unclear, 
although it may have been accessible from the field to the west and so was perhaps 
used to house cattle on their way into or out of the building.  

5.2.7 Phase 6: most recently a few minor alterations have been made to the 
building. The roof over the large byre with hay loft was replaced with a modern 
corrugated metal construction. At around the same time a small outshut at the far 
north end of the building was removed, the walls of the adjoining pen were raised 
with concrete blocks, and a new fibreglass roof was added.  
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Figure 1: Location of Eaglesfield Crag in relation to Cockermouth 

 
Figure 2: Eaglesfield Crag Farm, showing barn (subject of survey), old farmhouse, and 
modern buildings 
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Plate 1: Part of the enclosure map of 1815 (CRO(W) YRP 30/3) showing Eaglesfield 
Cragg 

 
Plate 2: Part of the Eaglesfield Township plan of c1840 (CRO(W) D/Da 39) showing 

‘Cragg’ farm 
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Plate 3: Part of the Ordnance Survey map of 1900 showing Eaglesfield Crag 
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Plate 4: The east external elevation of the large byre with hayloft  

 
Plate 5: The east external elevation of the threshing barn and store/workshop 
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Plate 6: The south external elevation of the large byre with hayloft and outshut to the 

west  

 
Plate 7: The west external elevation of the smaller byre with hay loft and enclosed 

pens  
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Plate 8: The northern and central trusses within the threshing barn  

 
Plate 9: Detail of the carpenters’ marks on the central truss  
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Plate 10: Concrete stalls in the southernmost ground floor room of the large byre and 

hayloft 

 
Plate 11: Brick flue within the store/workshop  
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Plate 12: Projecting course within the northernmost ground floor room of the large 

byre with hayloft  

 
Plate 13: Machine bases and blocked doorway in the ‘machine room’ 
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Plate 14: Timber stalls in the enclosed pens 

 
Plate 15: Large boulders used in the foundations of the west wall of the threshing 

barn 
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Plate 16: Old farmhouse containing 1661 date stone, facing south 
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