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Non-Technical Summary 
Prior to the submission of a planning application for the erection of domestic 
properties on land adjacent to Shaw’s Wiend and Boroughgate in Appleby, Cumbria, 
a pre-determination archaeological evaluation was carried out. This was intended to 
assess the extent, form, character, date and potential of any archaeological deposits 
present on the site, in order to inform mitigation work required for any future 
development. 

The evaluation comprised three trenches, targeted on features revealed during a 
rapid map regression carried out as part of the assessment. These included 
properties shown fronting onto Boroughgate and Shaw’s Wiend on a plan from 1754, 
and a boundary shown between two plots at the same time. In addition a more open 
area to the west was also examined in order to establish the presence of any outlying 
features.

While no definite remains of the properties or boundary were discovered, a 
considerable number of features were recorded. These included areas of cobbled 
surfaces dated to the later medieval period, overlain by a post-medieval garden soil, 
and associated with part of a stone-lined drain or culvert. In addition, deposits 
containing significant amounts of medieval artefacts and bone were also 
encountered, as well as a large pit containing numerous medieval finds. Post-
medieval features included a small pit that probably originally contained a barrel, a 
foundation cut for a wall, and layers of rubble, some probably forming part of a path.  

The results of the evaluation show a high potential for the presence of other remains 
dating to the medieval and post-medieval periods within the proposed development 
area. Those that were encountered were in an extremely good state of preservation, 
and were in places covered by a relatively thin layer of topsoil. A large number of 
artefacts and ecofacts dating to the medieval period were recovered, including many 
roof or floor tile fragments, some of which were glazed, which indicate high status 
dwellings were situated in the immediate vicinity. The proximity of the site to the 
castle and Boroughgate, the main thoroughfare through the town and site of a 
marketplace, may be the reason for this.  
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Circumstances of the project  
1.1.1 Prior to plans to sell a plot of land adjacent to Shaw’s Wiend and 
Boroughgate in Appleby (368406 520116; Figs 1-2), Tom Woof of Development 
Planning Solutions Limited contacted the Cumbria County Council Historic 
Environment Service (CCCHES) for advice on any necessary archaeological work at 
the site. It was recommended that a pre-determination evaluation be carried out prior 
to any planning application being submitted in order to establish the presence or 
absence of any archaeological remains and their significance and so suggest any 
future mitigation that might be necessary. Greenlane Archaeology was approached 
regarding carrying out the evaluation, and following discussions with the CCCHES it 
was confirmed that this was to comprise the excavation of an area amounting to a 
5% sample of the total site.

1.1.2 A project design was produced by Greenlane Archaeolgy (Appendix 1), and 
following the acceptance of this by Richard Newman, County Archaeologist at 
CCCHES, the fieldwork was carried out between the 2nd and 4th of May. It was 
preceded by a rapid map regression. 

1.2 Location, geology and topography  
1.2.1 The site is situated in the centre of the medieval core of Appleby, at the south 
end of the west side of Boroughgate, and bordering Shaw’s Wiend to the south (Fig 
2). It is positioned opposite Appleby Castle, which is situated to the south (Fig 1). The 
plot comprises part of what are presumably two medieval burgage plots (see Plate 1 
and Section 3.2.3), and is situated at approximately 146m above sea level. The 
majority of the site is covered by long grass and garden plants, although there are 
some very mature trees along the southern boundary wall and one in the south-east 
corner. A small 19th century outbuilding is situated in an artificially lowered area in the 
north-east corner of the plot (Plate 15), with associated walls extending to the south 
and west (Figs 2-3).

1.2.2 Appleby is within the Eden valley, which is surrounded by high hills: ‘the 
Lakeland on the west, the Pennines on the east, the Howgill fells southward’
(Holdgate 1982, 6). The solid geology is dominated by red Penrith sandstone 
(Moseley 1978, plate 1), the drift geology is typically made up of boulder clay and 
gravel left by the last glacial episode (Holdgate 1982, 7), which has, within the town, 
subsequently been built on.
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2. Methodology 

2.1 Introduction  
2.1.1 The evaluation comprised three separate elements intended to establish the 
extent, nature and, where possible, date of any buried deposits of archaeological 
interest present on the site. The first part of this was a rapid map regression intended 
to establish the development of the site over time, and the position of any features, 
particularly buildings, that were considered to be of archaeological interest. The 
second part was the excavation of evaluation trenches amounting to a 5% sample of 
the total site area, which would be positioned with regard to the results of the map 
regression and specifically in order to target areas of archaeological interest. The 
third part was an assessment of the results of the evaluation, an analysis of any 
artefacts or ecofacts recovered, and the consideration of the results in the light of the 
recorded history and development of the site and its environs. In addition a suitable 
archive was compiled to provide a permanent paper record of the project and its 
results in accordance with English Heritage and IFA guidelines (English Heritage 
1991; Ferguson and Murray n.d.). 

2.2 Site background  
2.2.1 Map regression: prior to the evaluation a rapid map regression was carried 
out. This comprised an examination of early maps of the site, which could 
demonstrate its basic phasing and development. In addition, some information could 
also be gained from these regarding the owners of the land and the type of activities 
that had taken place on it. All of the maps that were consulted were held at the 
Cumbria Record Office in Kendal (CRO(K)).  

2.2.2 Background information: background information relating to the site was 
acquired from a number of secondary sources held by Greenlane Archaeology and 
its staff, including local and regional histories, unpublished reports and references 
relating to specialist areas such as finds. In addition, information about previous 
archaeological investigations carried out in Appleby was acquired from the 
Archaeology Data Service (http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/) and Time Team 
(http://www.channel4.com/history/timeteam) websites.  

2.3 Archaeological evaluation  
2.3.1 A series of archaeological evaluation trenches were excavated across the site 
covering an area totalling 5% of the entire plot. These were positioned with regard to 
the results of the map regression and intended to target specific features of 
archaeological interest or answer specific questions. The location of the trenches 
was, however, inhibited by the presence of an extant outbuilding in the north-east 
corner of the plot (Plate 15), and mature trees along the southern boundary and in 
the south-east corner. Each trench was excavated stratigraphically using a mix of 
machine and hand excavation techniques. Three trenches were excavated in total, 
each one being approximately 8m long and 1.6m wide. In each case a number of 
recording techniques were used:  

� Written record: descriptive records of all deposits and structures were made 
using Greenlane Archaeology pro forma record sheets. In addition, a general 
record of each trench and the daily events was also made;  

� Photographs: photographs in both 35mm black and white print and colour 
digital format were taken of significant deposits or structures uncovered 
during the evaluation, general views of the evaluation trenches, the 
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surrounding landscape and working shots. A selection of the colour digital 
photographs has been included in this report, and the remainder are 
presented on the accompanying CD. A written record of all of the 
photographs was also made on Greenlane Archaeology pro forma record 
sheets;

� Drawings: drawings were produced for each trench. These comprised:  

i. plans of each trench, at 1:20; 

ii. one long-section of each trench, at 1:20; 

iii. sections of specific features of interest not included on the long 
section, at 1:10; 

2.3.2 The location of each trench was recorded using a total station, and levels 
were added to all of the plans and sections, tied in to the nearest benchmark (see 
Figs 2-3).

2.4 Environmental samples 
2.4.1 On-site sampling: bulk samples were taken from several contexts, 
principally those forming the fill of negative features such as pits or ditches, but also 
buried land surfaces and deposits that contained large numbers of artefacts or that 
were considered likely to have the potential to have preserved environmental 
remains. In total, nine bucket samples, each approximately 10 litres in volume, were 
collected.  

2.4.2 Processing: all samples were processed using flotation techniques, with 
250µm and 500µm sieves used for the flots, and a 1mm mesh used for the retents. 
Flots and retents were then naturally air dried. 

2.4.3 Sorting: the retents were sorted systematically by eye, and all artefacts and 
ecofacts were removed and bagged for retention (with the exception of coal, 
charcoal, and mortar <6mm). The remaining portion of the retents was recorded on 
pro forma sheets before being discarded. The artefacts and ecofacts retrieved from 
the retents were recorded on the same pro forma sheets. The flots were sorted 
systematically by eye, and all charred seeds were removed and bagged for retention. 
The remaining portion of the flots was recorded and was also retained. 

2.4.4 Assessment and recording: the results of the assessment and sorting of the 
flots and residues were recorded in tabulated form (Appendix 4). In addition, the finds 
were incorporated within Section 5 under suitable headings, and the charred plant 
remains were discussed in Section 6.

2.5 Finds 
2.5.1 Processing: all of the artefacts were washed, with the exception of metal and 
glass, which were dry-brushed. They were then naturally air-dried and packaged 
appropriately in self-seal bags with white write-on panels. 
2.5.2 X-radiography: the metal objects (with the exception of cast iron and corrosion 
shed from pipes, and retent finds) were sent for X-radiography to the Conservation 
Laboratories of York Archaeological Trust (YAT). The finds were X-rayed using standard 
YAT procedures and equipment. One sheet of film was used, and each plate was given a 
reference number in the YAT conservation laboratory series. The X-ray number was 
written on each recorded find bag. Each image on the radiograph was labelled with its 
recorded finds number as well as the voltage and length of time used. The plates were 
packaged in archival paper pockets.
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2.5.3 Conservation: a possible coin within the metal artefact assemblage had 
been X-rayed (X6620) at two different voltages, but this was inconclusive in terms of 
identification although a faint image of a possible profile on the surface suggested it 
could be a coin. Further cleaning was recommended to confirm this, and Greenlane 
Archaeology engaged the services of YAT to carry this out. The excess soil and hard 
crusty green corrosion products were removed mechanically using a scalpel. Digital 
images were taken before and after treatment (Plates 17 to 20).

2.5.4 Assessment and recording: the finds were assessed and identified by 
appropriate specialists (see Acknowledgements). Those finds that were assessed by 
Greenlane Archaeology were recorded on pro forma record sheets, and those that 
were assessed by external specialists were recorded in databases or through 
records made of verbal communications. The assessment of the animal bone 
recorded the number of fragments per species, condition of the bone, and the 
number of bones from which tooth wear, fusion, metrical and butchery data could be 
obtained. Tooth wear and fusion information is used to achieve age estimates of the 
animals, and metrical data to assess their size. A catalogue of the finds was 
produced (Appendix 3).

2.6 Archive 
2.6.1 A comprehensive archive of the project has been produced in accordance 
with the project design (Appendix 1), and current IFA and English Heritage guidelines 
(Ferguson and Murray n.d.; English Heritage 1991). The paper and digital archive 
and a copy of this report will be deposited in the Cumbria Record Office in Kendal on 
completion of the project. Three copies of this report will be deposited with the 
Cumbria Historic Environment Record (HER), one with the client, one with the client’s 
agent, and one will be retained by Greenlane Archaeology. In addition, a digital copy 
will be offered to the NMR and a record of the project will be made on the OASIS 
scheme.

2.6.2 It is anticipated that all artefacts and ecofacts recovered during the evaluation 
will be offered to an appropriate museum, expected to be either Penrith or Kendal. 
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3. Historical Background  

3.1 Introduction 
3.1.1 The background to the site is intended to place the results of the evaluation in 
its local context. More specifically, information regarding the development and use of 
the site, where known, is also presented, which allows a more detailed understanding 
of the results of the evaluation.  

3.2 Site History  
3.2.1 Prehistoric – Romano-British period: there is relatively little evidence for 
activity in the area around Appleby in the early part of the prehistoric period (Holgate 
1982, 7), although there is evidence from the wider region that people were exploiting 
the high ground around the Eden valley from at least the Mesolithic period if not 
earlier (Cherry and Cherry 1987). Even during the Neolithic, when important 
monuments such as henges and stone circles begin to appear in the county and the 
axe factories at Langdale are exploited there is little belonging to the period from the 
environs of Appleby (Holdgate 1982, 8). The earliest monuments in the general area 
appear to be round cairns thought to date to the Bronze Age, which are found in 
great numbers on the high ground nearby (ibid). Material remains and settlement 
belonging to this period, are, however, generally lacking, and this remains the case 
throughout the late prehistoric period (op cit, 9). It is likely that many of the 
settlements belonging to this period known in the general area remained in use 
during the Roman occupation (ibid). Appleby was situated close to a Roman road 
running east-west along the Eden valley but there is no conclusive evidence for the 
town having been occupied at that time, although some objects of Roman date have 
been found within the town (op cit, 10).  

3.2.2 Medieval period: following the gradual collapse of Roman rule the local 
region would have come under the control of one of a series of minor kingdoms, 
including Rheged, which may have had its centre at Carlisle (op cit, 11). During the 
7th century the area came under the influence of the Saxons, but within 200 years it 
had been extensively colonised by Scandinavians arriving on the west coast via 
Ireland and Danes arriving from the east (op cit, 11-12). The resulting combination of 
people evidently left a complex political situation, as demonstrated by the place-
name evidence (Smith 1967). Appleby, for example, contains the Danish ‘by’ 
(farmstead), and Old English for apple and means ‘farmstead with an apple-tree’ (op
cit, 91). Physical evidence for this period is again slight, although the remains of a 
hog-back tombstone built into the wall of St Michael’s Church demonstrates the 
presence of people in the area at the time (Holdgate 1982, 12). The political 
instability in the Eden valley continued in the 10th century, when it was ceded to the 
Scottish kingdom of Strathclyde (op cit, 12-13) and attacked by the English under 
Ethelred, and it was held by Scotland at the time of the Norman Conquest (op cit,
13).

3.2.3 It was not until 1092 that the effects of the Norman Conquest were felt in this 
part of the country, when King William Rufus took Carlisle (Holdgate 1982, 14). It is 
likely that shortly after this date a basic motte and bailey castle was erected at 
Appleby, although it is uncertain who was responsible for its construction (op cit, 15). 
Appleby was granted a borough charter some time prior to 1179 (Daniels 2002, 189), 
which probably led to the development of the majority of the town, which was laid out 
at as narrow burgage plots typical of the period arranged along the main street, 
Boroughgate, which ran up hill to the market place and the gates of the castle 
(Douglas-Simpson 1950, 122-123). Surviving examples of burgage plots elsewhere 
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in northern England are generally found to be c21m wide and up to 64m long 
(Daniels 2002, 195), although in the case of Appleby they seem to vary between 14 
and 25m in width (which evidently includes some merging and subdivision of plots in 
many cases) and are closer to 70-75m long. Field boundaries shown on Hill’s map of 
1754 may suggest that these plots originally continued southward, inside the area of 
the castle park (Plate 1). The individual plots were accessed by narrow lanes, with a 
‘back lane’ running along the far end connecting to the open fields beyond (Holdgate 
1982, 15). This is evidence that the borough plan was created with the intension to 
serve the requirements of an economy based on farming (Daniels 2002, 194). Within 
a short period of time, however, the area came under the control of Scotland again, 
and, although this did not last, it was a foretaste of things to come (Holdgate 1982, 
17-20). From the end of the 12th century and throughout the 13th century Appleby 
prospered, and a number of major building projects were undertaken, including the 
construction of a house for Carmelite monks and a hospital dedicated to St Leonard 
(op cit, 24-25).  

3.2.4 By the end of the 14th century Appleby’s fortunes had taken a distinct turn for 
the worse. A series of devastating attacks from Scotland in the 1380s combined with 
famine and plague left large parts of the town in ruins (op cit, 28-29). It took until late 
in the 16th century for it to recover (op cit, 32), and by the 17th century it had regained 
much of prosperity, if not its population and size.  

3.2.5 Post-medieval period: during the middle of the 17th century Appleby came 
under the control of Lady Anne Clifford, who set about rebuilding and enlarging the 
castle and generally improving the town (op cit, 42-43). The town continued to be 
improved throughout the remainder of the 16th century (for example see Tyson 2001) 
and throughout the 18th century its market grew in prosperity (op cit, 61). This 
prosperity continued into the 19th and 20th century, with more restoration and 
improvements to the town carried out during this period including improved sanitation 
and its connection to the railway network (op cit, 70-73). Boroughgate remained an 
important street in the town, and contains a number of substantial 18th century 
houses (McKay and MacKay 2001; and see Tyson 1985). The High Cross (thought to 
have been built in the late 17th century) was the site of the cheese market and the 
Whitsuntide hiring fair (McKay and McKay 2001, 18), and the area adjacent to 
Shaw’s Wiend would undoubtedly have been a significant part of the town’s 
economic activity.  

3.2.6 Map Regression: a number of early maps of the site were examined, ranging 
from a town plan of the mid 18th century to Ordnance Survey maps of the 20th. These 
were able to reveal a number of pieces of information:

� Hill 1754: Appleby is fortunate in having a detailed early map of the town, 
which was drawn up to show the results of a local election, which illustrates 
each building in a great amount of detail (Plate 1). At this time the site is 
divided into two plots by a boundary running between Boroughgate to the 
east and Doomgate to the west. The northern plot also seems to be sub-
divided again into two further plots. Buildings, with gardens to the west, are 
shown along the east edge of the plot facing onto Boroughgate, and a 
building described as belonging to the southern plot is shown facing onto 
Shaw’s Wiend.

� Appleby Tithe Map 1843 (CRO(K) WDRC/8/26 1843): by this date the 
arrangement of the plots has changed dramatically. The boundary dividing 
the two main plots has survived but buildings shown in 1754 have all been 
replaced or removed (Plate 2). Only a single small structure is shown against 
Boroughgate, while a slightly larger building, apparently different to that 
shown in 1754, is positioned against Shaw’s Wiend. The accompanying 
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schedule describes the land as a ‘parrock’ occupied by Atkinson and Co, who 
owned the brewery on the opposite side of Shaw’s Wiend.  

� Ordnance Survey c1859: the first edition 1: 10560 map shows that the site 
had changed very little in the intervening 16 years. The same buildings 
depicted on the tithe map still seem to be present, although perhaps slightly 
altered, and the boundary dividing the two plots is still present (Plate 3).  

� Ordnance Survey 1861: this map, at a scale of 1: 500 is considerably more 
detailed than the previous one, and therefore provides some additional 
information. The same buildings and boundary appear to be present, but 
some detail regarding the arrangement of ancillary structures and walls can 
also be ascertained. A linear structure, probably footpath, is also shown 
zigzagging across the northern plot (Plate 4).  

� Ordnance Survey 1899: by the time of the first edition 1: 2500 map the site 
has changed dramatically. The boundary between the two plots has been 
removed, the boundary wall has evidently been rebuilt (probably as a result of 
the widening of Shaw’s Wiend) and new buildings with associated walls have 
been constructed in the north-east corner (Plate 5). A new boundary defining 
the west end of the plot has also been added.  

� Ordnance Survey 1911: the site does not appear to have changed by the 
time of the second edition 1: 10560 map, although the boundary to the west 
has apparently been moved a short distance to the east (Plate 6). This may 
be a mistake, however, as the previous position has been added in pencil and 
it has moved back by 1913 (see below). This map was drawn up to 
accompany the rating valuation of 1910 (CRO(K) WT/DV/2/1 1910), which 
states that the land is owned by Lord Hothfield (the owner of Appleby Castle 
at the time), and occupied by James A Hogg.  

� Ordnance Survey 1913: this is a revision of the 1911 1: 10560, by which 
time the site has changed very little, although the western boundary has 
moved back to its original location (Plate 7).  

3.2.7 Discussion: the site is situated within the heart of the planned burgage plots 
of Appleby, thought to have been laid out some time in the 12th century. While this 
can almost certainly be taken as the date at which Boroughgate developed, it is not 
certain when Shaw’s Wiend was constructed. The earliest written reference to it is 
thought be Hill’s map of 1754 (Smith 1967, 92), although a survey of burgages from 
1546 describes a plot tenanted by Percivall Mylner between the ‘Castelparke’ to the 
south and a lane to the north, which could be an early reference to Shaw’s Wiend 
(Storey 1962, 148). The proximity of the site to the castle and its position in the heart 
of the town means that the area is likely to have suffered severely during the Scottish 
raids of the medieval period. Records describing these events in detail are scarce, 
however, although it is known that the effects continued to be felt into the early 16th

century. It is obvious from the map evidence that by the mid 18th century the site was 
certainly inhabited and had several buildings on it. During the 19th century much of it 
was abandoned, however, leaving only a small number of outbuildings remaining 
(Plate 15).
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4. Archaeological Evaluation  

4.1 Setting 
4.1.1 Three evaluation trenches were excavated within the plot (Fig 3), each 
intended to examine specific aspects of the site and record the extent of features 
identified during the map regression. Trench 1 was positioned in the north-east 
corner of the plot, with the intention of examining the structures shown in this location 
in 1754, and identify whether any earlier structures were present. Trench 2 was 
positioned to the west of Trench 1, and was intended to examine an area shown as 
relatively empty of features on all the mapping, but somewhere that was considered 
likely to have contained features such as medieval rubbish pits. Trench 3 was 
intended to examine the boundary shown between the two plots between 1754 and 
1861, which was considered likely to correspond to the position of the original 
medieval burgage plot boundary, and the building(s) shown on the south side of the 
plot facing onto Shaw’s Wiend between 1754 and 1861. The presence of mature 
trees in this area, however, severely restricted the area in which this trench could be 
positioned, and only a narrow gap was available. A cable or pipe detected with a 
CAT adjacent to the southern boundary wall, and difficulties with access, meant that 
this trench could not be positioned any further south. This, combined with the 
apparent lack of accuracy of the 1754 plan and recent alterations to the line of 
Shaw’s Wiend meant that Trench 3 did not locate the building(s) fronting onto Shaw’s 
Wiend. These are likely to be located further to the south, beneath the boundary wall 
and possibly beneath the road. 

4.1.2 The results of the evaluation of each trench are presented below. A list of the 
contexts is presented in Appendix 2 and a discussion of the finds and environmental 
samples is presented in Sections 5 and 6.

4.2 Trench 1  
4.2.1 Trench 1 was 8.2m long by 1.6m wide, and orientated approximately 
east/west (Figs 4 and 7). The removal of the turf revealed a dark brown sandy clay 
topsoil across the entire trench (101), at most 0.1m thick. At the west end this lay 
above a deposit of dumped small stones with some brick and slate (102),
approximately 1.3m wide and crossing the entire width of the trench. The western 
edge of this deposit was defined by a linear arrangement of medium to large stones 
and a single yellow-buff coloured brick (with a very deep frog on one side and 
marked ‘PEASE’ on the other), no more than 0.3m wide and approximately 1.8m long 
(103; Plate 8). This also incorporated the remains of a single timber post at its north 
end and a small patch of cobbles on the west side. Below 102, which was little more 
than 0.1m thick, was a more compacted layer of bricks and rubble, including 
fragments of drainpipe (106), probably forming a path, again little more than 0.1m 
thick. At the east end of the trench was another, less defined, deposit of dumped 
brick and stone rubble containing pieces of red earthenware drain pipe (105) up to 
0.4m thick. Both of these deposits were laid on top of a dark brown-black sandy clay 
garden soil containing a small amount of stone and flecks of mortar, which filled the 
entire trench and was up to 0.5 thick (104).

4.2.2 Beneath the garden soil (104) there were a number of features of interest. In 
the north-east section of the trench 104 sealed an undulating cobbled surface 
constructed from medium-sized rounded stones (107; Plate 9). In the south-west 
section of the trench there was a further cobbled surface (109), made up of much 
smaller and less rounded stones. Between the two was an area of less distinct 
cobbling, incorporating some larger slabs (112), which appeared to be associated 
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with a stone-lined culvert or drain (110). This culvert was between 0.3m and 0.4m 
wide and built of edge-set slabs with flat cap stones, and it incorporated at least two 
pieces of dressed stone. It was filled by a dark brown sandy clay to a depth of 
between 0.2m-0.3m (111; Plate 10). The cobbled surfaces were all laid on top of or 
cut into a mottled orangey-brown clay (108). A sondage was cut into this clay at the 
east end of the trench, which revealed that it was not the underlying natural geology 
(as it had a number of finds and flecks of charcoal within it) and it was at least 0.3m 
in thickness, although it was not completely excavated (Fig 4).  

4.3 Trench 2 
4.3.1 Trench 2 was 7.8m long and 1.6m wide, and orientated approximately 
east/west (Fig 5). Beneath the turf a dark brown-black loose sandy clay topsoil 
covering the whole trench and up to 0.3m thick was present (201). This sealed a thin 
dark brown-black slightly firmer sandy garden soil (202; Plate 11), which in turn 
covered a mottled mid orange-brown clay (203). A sondage was excavated through 
this clay at the east end of the trench in order to establish whether it was natural or 
not, and this revealed it to be up to 0.6m thick. Beneath it were two other layers; a 
mid grey-brown looser silty clay containing a large number of finds and occasional 
rounded stones (204), which was situated on top of a mottled orangey-brown clay 
(205), similar to 203. No finds were recovered from deposit 205 but it did not appear 
to be the underlying natural geology.  

4.4 Trench 3 
4.4.1 Trench 3 was 8m long by 1.6m wide, positioned to the south of Trench 1, and 
orientated north/south (Figs 6 and 7). Immediately beneath the turf was a mid brown-
orange sandy clay topsoil (301), extending to a depth of between 0.1-0.3m, at the 
north end, and 0.2m at the south. Beneath this was a firm orange-brown clay 
containing large amounts of small to medium angular and sub-rounded stones, which 
extended across the entire trench (302). This appeared to be firmer and dryer at the 
south end of the trench, and more mottled at the north, and may represent two 
different deposits. At the north end of the trench a linear feature (304) orientated 
east/west was cut into 302 (Plate 12). This ended at an irregular termination part way 
across the trench, and was filled by a mid-grey brown silty clay (303). A sondage 
excavated through this revealed the sides of 304 to be near vertical, and at the base 
of 303 there were several large stones, perhaps suggesting that the linear feature 
was the robbed out trench of one phase of the original burgage boundary. No 
evidence for a boundary ditch or wall pre-dating the orange clay (302) was present, 
however. In the north-west corner of the trench a small roughly circular pit was dug 
into 302 (306; Plate 13; Fig 7). This was filled by a dark brown-black silty clay loam 
(305) containing a small number of small stones and one large piece of dressed 
sandstone. The west edge had the remains of corroded iron banding in situ,
suggesting that a barrel had originally been set into the pit, although there were no 
evident remains of any timber.

4.4.2 On the east side of the south edge of the trench was a large pit, up to 1.5m 
long (308; Plate 14), presumably oval in plan, although mainly outside the edge of 
the trench. This was filled with a mid greyish-brown sandy clay (307) and its sides 
were in general very steep, although more gradual along the south edge. A sondage 
was excavated through 302 to the north of pit 308 in order to investigate the depth of 
this deposit and any differences in it between the north and south ends of the trench. 
This revealed that 302 continued to some depth, and was at least 0.8m thick in 
places. At its lowest point this was slightly more waterlogged but still very mixed, with 
areas of degraded green material perhaps indicating the presence of cess-like 
material within it. At the base of the sondage an iron water pipe was discovered. The 
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cut for the accompanying pipe trench had not been visible in the upper part of 302,
but in the section it was seen to be roughly V-shaped (310) and up to 0.4m wide (Fig 
6). It was filled with a mix of mid-brown loose loam containing mortar flecks and 
orange clay (309).
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5. Finds 

5.1 Introduction 
5.1.1 Hand-retrieved: in total, 1032 fragments of artefacts and ecofacts were 
hand-retrieved during the evaluation, just over 50% of which was pottery. A further 
20% of the assemblage was animal bone, and the remaining 30% comprised smaller 
quantities of ceramic building material, clay tobacco pipe, bottle or vessel glass, 
window glass, industrial residue, mortar, stone, marine shell, iron and copper alloy 
objects, and a coin (see Table 1, below). The bulk of the finds were recovered from 
the topsoil (26%), garden soil (40%), and medieval deposits (18%), with significant 
quantities also recovered from the post-medieval (7%) and medieval (8%) features. 
Much smaller quantities of finds were retrieved from the culvert and unstratified 
deposits.

 Topsoil 
101,
201,
301

Post-
medieval 
features
102, 103,
105, 106,
303, 305 

Garden
soil
104,
202

Culvert
111

Medieval 
features
204, 307 

Medieval 
deposits 
108, 203 

Unstratified
finds

Total 

Animal
bone 

34 7 58 5 26 78  208

Marine
shell

1  2     3

Pottery, 
medieval 

6  18  41 74  139

Pottery, 
post-
medieval 

118 16 242   5 8 389

Clay 
tobacco
pipe 

15 4 40   2  61

Ceramic
building 
material,
medieval 

1  3  14 10  28

Ceramic
building 
material,
post-
medieval 

37 20     1 58

Ceramic,
not
closely 
dateable 

2    3 3  8

Glass,
bottle or 
vessel

15 1 25   4  45

Glass,
window 

14 4 10     28

Iron 18 9 13  1 3  44
Copper 
alloy 

1     2  3

Coin      1  1
Industrial 
residue 

6  6 1    13

Mortar 1  1     2
Stone 1 1      2
Total 266 72 418 6 84 182 9 1032 

Table 1: Type of hand-retrieved finds from different context types 
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5.1.2 The type of finds found in each of the contexts or context types is 
summarised in Table 1, above, and the full finds catalogue is presented in Appendix 
3. All the artefacts appeared to fall into a date range between the twelfth and the 
twentieth century. Details of the pottery are set out below, followed by a brief record 
of the other categories of finds. 

5.1.3 Flots and retents: the finds component of the flots and retents is 
summarised in Appendix 4, and also more briefly in Table 2, below. Many of the finds 
were extremely small, no more than 2-3mm in length, and quantities have therefore 
been indicated in a sliding scale rather than as a count. It can be seen that contexts 
which, from the hand-retrieved finds, appeared to be undated, such as culvert 111,
contained finds within the retents. Similarly, medieval features 204 and 307
contained no hand-retrieved post-medieval finds, but small quantities of post-
medieval pottery were present in the samples. The different categories of finds are 
discussed briefly below. 

 Post-
medieval 
features
303, 305 

Garden soil 
104

Culvert 111 Medieval 
features
204, 307 

Medieval 
deposit 
108

Animal bone +++ ++++ +++ +++ +++ 
Pottery, medieval + + +? ++ + 
Pottery, post-medieval ++ +++ + + + 
Ceramic building material 
or ceramic 

++ ++ ++ +++ +++ 

Mortar ++ ++ + + + 
Glass ++ +++ + + ++ 
Slag, prill, and 
hammerscale 

+++ +++ ++ +++ ++++ 

Coal (burnt and unburnt) +++ ++++ +++ + +++ 
Clay tobacco pipe  ++ +  + 
Copper alloy + + + +  
Iron +++ +++ + +
Lead  +    
Stone + +

Table 2: Type of finds from flots and retents by context type (Key: + = 1-5, ++ = 6-20, 
+++ = 21-100, ++++ = >100)

5.2 Pottery 
5.2.1 Hand-retrieved: just over a quarter of the pottery assemblage was dated to 
the medieval period, with the majority being partially reduced wares of the mid 13th to 
14th century (Table 3, below; Plates 17-19). Northern gritty wares also occurred 
frequently, with smaller quantities of coarse gritty wares, white gritty ware, lightly 
gritted wares, coarse sandy wares, oxidised wares, oxidised sandy wares, and 
reduced greenwares. Where diagnostic features such as rims, bases, or handles 
were present, the vessel types were identified as jugs, including a baluster jug with a 
thumbed base, one with incised/combed decoration, and one with applied braid 
decoration, and kitchenware jars. The presence of decorated and glazed jugs 
indicates that the original owners were relatively wealthy, and the assemblage 
includes pottery as fine as any recovered from the Millennium excavations next to 
Carlisle Castle. However, fragments with glaze scars, and apparent seconds, were 
also present within the assemblage.  

5.2.2 Assessment of the medieval pottery assemblage indicates that none of the 
fragments appear to be from known sources, although it is possible that the lightly 
gritted wares could be from Penrith, and the single white gritty ware fragment will 
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have been manufactured in Scotland. There are no published drawings of any 
medieval pottery from the Eden valley, and the assemblage from this site is therefore 
of high local to regional significance. The closest comparable assemblage is that 
from Penrith (Newman et al 2000), but it appears there is little overlap in the fabric 
types between these two sites.

 Topsoil 
101, 201,
301

Garden soil 
104, 202 

Medieval 
features 204,
307

Medieval 
deposits 108,
203

Total 

Coarse gritty wares 
(12th century) 

  7  7

Northern gritty wares 
(12th – 13th century) 

 1 8 22 31

White gritty ware (late 
12th – 13th century) 

   1 1

Lightly gritted wares 
(13th century) 

  5 8 13

Coarse sandy wares 
(mid 13th – 14th century) 

3   3 6

Partially reduced wares 
(mid 13th – 14th century) 

 12 20 34 66

Oxidised wares (14th – 
15th century) 

1 3  2 6

Oxidised sandy wares 
(14th – 16th century) 

   3 3

Reduced greenwares 
(14th – 16th century) 

1 2 1 1 5

Oxidised wares 
(medieval) 

1    1

Total 6 18 41 74 139

Table 3: Hand-retrieved medieval pottery from different context types 

5.2.3 The different post-medieval pottery fabrics present (Plate 16) are summarised 
in Table 4, below. The fragments of post-medieval fineware vessels were in general 
more closely dateable than the coarseware vessel fragments in the assemblage. The 
earliest fineware fabrics present were mottledware, slipware, and yellow-ware, dated 
to the late 17th to early 18th century. Tin-glazed earthenware and white salt-glazed 
stoneware tablewares, dated to the 18th century, were also present, as were slightly 
later mass-produced wares such as creamware, pearlware, white earthenware, and 
bone china. Black-glazed and brown-glazed red earthenware finewares were also 
present, but were not as closely dateable.

5.2.4 Decoration types on the later tablewares included cobalt blue painted on the 
tin-glazed earthenware; painted in blue and earth colours, and relief-moulded 
including feather edge on the creamware; blue painted and relief-moulded shell 
edge, blue painted, and blue transfer-printed including ‘Willow’ (Coysh and 
Henrywood 1982, 402) on the pearlware; and blue transfer-printed including ‘Willow’ 
(ibid) and ‘Broseley’ (Neale 2005, 78), sponge-printed, and painted on the white 
earthenware.

5.2.5 The coarseware component of the assemblage included both black- and 
brown-glazed red earthenware kitchenware vessels, such as pancheons, crocks, and 
dishes with white slip coating and brown tortoiseshell glaze on their upper surface. 
These wares were dated broadly to the late 17th to early 20th century.  

5.2.6 Flots and retents: twelve fragments of medieval pottery greater than 10mm 
across were retrieved from the retents, including one rim, together with numerous far 
smaller fragments. They add little in the way of new information, but should be 
studied together with the hand-retrieved medieval pottery in any future analysis. The 



Land Adjacent to Shaw’s Wiend and Boroughgate, Appleby-in-Westmorland, Cumbria: Archaeological 
Evaluation 17

Client: Mr W Idle  

© Greenlane Archaeology Ltd, June 2006  

post-medieval pottery fragments included agate ware and painted tin-glazed 
earthenware, but were generally extremely small.  

 Topsoil 
101,
201,
301

Post-medieval 
features 102,
103, 105, 106,
303, 305 

Garden
soil 104,
202

Medieval 
deposits 
108, 203 

Unstratified
finds

Total 

Mottledware (late 17th – 
early 18th century) 

  3   3

Slipware (late 17th – 
early 18th century) 

2  33   35

Yellow-ware (late 17th – 
early 18th century) 

  1   1

Brown-glazed pinkish-
buff earthenware (late 
17th – 18th century) 

  1   1

Black-glazed red 
earthenware (late 17th – 
early 20th century) 

19 1 34 3 1 58

Brown-glazed red 
earthenware (late 17th – 
early 20th century) 

23 2 48 1 2 76

Red earthenware (late 
17th – early 20th century) 

1 1    2

Brown-glazed white 
earthenware (late 17th – 
20th century) 

  1   1

Tin-glazed earthenware 
(18th century) 

2  10  1 13

White salt-glazed 
stoneware (18th century) 

5  6   11

Stonewares (18th – 20th

century) 
4 3 8   15

Creamware (mid 18th – 
19th century) 

24 3 14  4 45

Dry-bodied stoneware 
(mid 18th – 20th century) 

  1   1

Pearlware (late 18th – 
early 19th century) 

8  10   18

Brown-glazed red 
earthenware, factory-
produced (late 18th – 
early 20th century) 

2     2

Self-glazed red 
earthenware (late 18th – 
early 20th century) 

  4   4

Self-glazed buff-
coloured earthenware 
(late 18th – 20th century) 

1  2   3

White earthenware (late 
18th – 20th century) 

21 6 65 1  93

Bone china (19th – 20th

century) 
5  1   6

Light blue-glazed white 
earthenware (19th – 20th

century) 

1     1

Total 118 16 242 5 8 389

Table 4: Hand-retrieved post-medieval pottery from different context types 

5.3 Bottle and vessel glass 
5.3.1 Hand-retrieved: the distribution of the bottle and vessel glass was very 
similar to that of the window glass (see below), with concentrations in the topsoil, 
post-medieval features, and garden soil. In addition, four fragments were retrieved 
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from medieval deposits. The fragments from medieval deposits were dated to the 
post-medieval period, and were from dark olive green bottles, with their surfaces 
generally in poor condition. The fragments from the post-medieval contexts were 
generally small and were mainly from dark olive green bottles, with fewer fragments 
being very light turquoise or colourless. The lack of diagnostic features amongst the 
fragments meant that the characteristics of only four vessels could be identified – a 
relief-moulded light turquoise bottle, a colourless vessel or bottle with ripples on the 
external surface, a dark olive green square or facetted bottle, and a dark olive green 
square cross-sectioned bottle. 

5.3.2 Flots and retents: the fragments of glass from the retents were almost 
universally so small that it was not possible to determine whether they were from 
bottles, other vessels, or window panes. They add no new information to that 
available from the hand-retrieved assemblage. 

5.4 Clay tobacco pipe 
5.4.1 Hand-retrieved: the clay tobacco pipe assemblage largely comprised stems 
fragments that were not particularly diagnostic in terms of date, and none of them 
included makers’ marks. Where bowl fragments were present they were too small to 
give profiles, and were therefore not diagnostic in terms of date either. The only 
exception to this was part of a small, bulbous bowl from garden soil 104, which was 
dated to the 17th century. 

5.4.2 Flots and retents: the fragments of clay tobacco pipe from the retents were 
generally very small, and add no new information to that available from the hand-
retrieved assemblage. 

5.5 Ceramic building material 
5.5.1 Hand-retrieved: the assemblage included 28 fragments identified as being 
medieval in date, 24 of which were from medieval features or medieval deposits. 
They included floor tiles and possible roof tiles and bricks. Four tile fragments had 
the remains of brown glaze or spots of brown glaze, and a green-glazed floor tile was 
also present in deposit 203.

5.5.2 The post-medieval ceramic building material comprised fragments of brown-
glazed drain pipe dated to the late 19th to 20th century, red earthenware field drain or 
roof tile dated broadly to the post-medieval period, and a complete frogged buff-
coloured brick stamped ‘PEASE’ on one side. This brick was dated to the 1860s 
onwards, and was probably made in Darlington (Cookson c2003).  

5.5.3 Flots and retents: the fragments of ceramic building material from the 
retents were so small that it was generally not possible to determine whether they 
were building material or simply indeterminate ceramic, and they add no new 
information to that available from the hand-retrieved assemblage. 

5.6 Window glass 
5.6.1 Hand-retrieved: fragments of glass window panes were retrieved from 
topsoil 101 and 201, garden soil 104 and 202, and pit fill 305. They were light 
turquoise to colourless, with the surfaces only occasionally in poor condition. They 
were dated broadly to the post-medieval period, as they displayed little by way of 
diagnostic features. The only exception to this was a single fragment of near 
colourless ridged textured glass from garden soil 104, which was dated to the 19th to 
20th century. 
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5.6.2 Flots and retents: as mentioned above, the fragments of glass from the 
retents were almost universally so small that it was not possible to determine whether 
they were from bottles, other vessels, or window panes. They add no new 
information to that available from the hand-retrieved assemblage.

5.7 Mortar and stone 
5.7.1 Hand-retrieved: two fragments of mortar were retrieved from topsoil 101 and 
garden soil 104. A single fragment of Cumbrian slate roofing tile with a nail or peg 
hole was recovered from pit fill 305, and a burnt rock was found in topsoil 201.

5.7.2 Flots and retents: the quantities of mortar present in the samples show it to 
be slightly more common in the post-medieval deposits than the medieval deposits. 
The stone from the retents was flint and chert, and although it is possible that the 
fragments were waste flakes, they are not closely dateable. 

5.8 Iron 
5.8.1 Hand-retrieved: of the 49 iron objects recovered, 46 were from post-
medieval contexts, and only 3 were from medieval contexts. They were fairly 
corroded, and although nails were generally identifiable without the aid of X-
radiography, the serrations on the sickle blade, the possible clog iron, and the 
possible knife were only identifiable after X-ray. The topsoil finds comprised nails, a 
bolt, a screw, a hinge, cast iron drain pipe (?) fragments, the shed surface from a 
water pipe (?), and possible strap fragments. Finds from the post-medieval features 
comprised nails, a lifting handle, and the shed surface from a water pipe (?), whilst 
the finds from the garden soil comprised nails, a possible clog iron fragment, a sickle 
with a tang and a serrated blade, a loop, a possible lifting handle fragment, a cast 
iron drain pipe (?) fragment, and formless lumps not identifiable from X-rays. The 
medieval deposits contained nails and a possible knife blade with a tang. 

5.8.2 Retents: corroded nails were present in garden soil 104, medieval deposit 
108, and culvert 111, and assorted corroded small lumps, including a loop or ring, 
were found in garden soil 104 and medieval deposit 108. Significant quantities of wire 
fragments were retrieved from garden soil 104 and pit fill 305 contained barrel 
fragments including a lot of mineralised wood. 

5.9 Copper alloy 
5.9.1 Hand-retrieved: two copper alloy objects were hand-recovered during the 
evaluation. One was a square scrap of sheet from topsoil 101, and the other was a 
pin, broken in two, from medieval deposit 108. X-radiography of the sheet failed to 
reveal any text or markings relating to use, and also failed reveal the type of pin 
head.

5.9.2 Retents: in addition to the hand-retrieved pin, a complete pin and fragments 
from at least four additional pins were recovered from garden soil 104, culvert 111,
and pit fill 305. Fragmentary objects were also recovered in the form of a rod (from 
medieval pit fill 307), and a loop and a fragment from garden soil 104.

5.10 Lead 
5.10.1 Hand-retrieved: no lead objects were recovered during the evaluation. 

5.10.2 Retents: a single small folded sheet scrap was recovered from garden soil 
104.
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5.11 Coin 
5.11.1 Hand-retrieved: a single corroded copper alloy coin was recovered from 
deposit 203 (Plates 20 and 21). Following X-radiography and investigative 
conservation it was identified as a Charles II bawbee (sixpence), minted between 
1677 and 1679 (N Holmes pers comm.; Plates 22 and 23). By this date a bawbee 
was equivalent in value to a halfpenny Sterling, and it would in any case not have 
been legal tender in England (ibid). Charles II bawbees were in circulation in 
Scotland for most of the 18th century, and the majority of those that are found on 
Scottish sites are very worn (ibid). Although the corrosion makes any estimation of 
the wear on this coin problematic, it does not appear to be excessively worn (ibid), 
and it is possible that it may therefore date to the late 17th rather than the 18th

century.

5.11.2 Retents: no coins were retrieved from the retents. 

5.12 Industrial residue 
5.12.1 Hand-retrieved: an assessment of the hand-retrieved industrial residue 
revealed that it comprised two main types – iron slag in the form of smithing waste, 
and clinker or fuel waste. 

5.12.2 Flots and retents: most of the samples (contexts 104, 108, 204, 305, and 
307) contained prill, and platey hammerscale was also present in garden soil 104
and medieval pit fill 307. By far the greatest quantity of industrial residue was from 
medieval deposit 108.

5.13 Coal 
5.13.1 Hand-retrieved: not coal was hand-retrieved during the evaluation. 

5.13.2 Flots and retents: the contents of the flots and retents indicated significant 
quantities of coal, both burnt and unburnt, present within the deposits. It occurred 
most abundantly in garden soil 104, but was also common in culvert 111 and 
medieval deposit 108. Very little was present in medieval features 204 and 307.

5.14 Animal bone 
5.14.1 Hand-retrieved: in total, 208 animal bone fragments were recovered from 13 
contexts, weighing a total 3.5kg. The material is medieval and post-medieval in date 
(Table 5). In general it is largely fragmented, although with some fragments including 
up to 50% of the original anatomical part, and the surface of the bone eroded to 
some degree. There is insufficient material here to consider the mortality profiles of 
domestic species, with a view to gaining an understanding of husbandry practises. 
Only nine post-medieval bones showed evidence of butchery, and eight medieval 
and 10 post-medieval bones which could be measured. 

5.14.2 Flots and retents: the flots and retents were particularly useful for the 
retrieval and identification of smaller bones, thus helping to give a more balanced 
picture of diet at the site (Table 6, below, and see also Appendix 4 for more detail). 
Faecal content was found in samples from medieval and post-medieval features, but 
not in the garden soil, culvert, or medieval deposits. By contrast, calcined bones were 
present in all the context types.
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Species Medieval contexts Post-medieval contexts Total 
Cattle 24 20 44
Pig 3 2 5
Sheep/Goat 8 12 20
Goat 2 1 3
Red Deer 1  1
Cattle/Red Deer 2 2 4
Sheep/Goat/Roe Deer 1 1 2
Medium Mammal 13 7 20
Large Mammal 22 29 51
Small Mammal  1 1
Unidentified Mammal 31 22 53
Bantam 1  1
Domestic Fowl  1 1
Unidentified Bird 1 1 2
Total 109 99 208

Table 5: Number of Individual Specimens (NISP) by phase 

 Post-medieval 
features 303, 305 

Garden
soil 104 

Culvert
111

Medieval 
features 204, 307 

Medieval 
deposit 108 

Bird + +    
Cow    +  
Duck    +  
Fish + +  +  
Frog/toad +     
Haddock    +  
Herring    +  
Large mammal  +  + + 
Mammal +   +  
Medium 
mammal 

 + + + + 

Mouse/vole     + 
Pig   +   
Rabbit +     
Rat    +  
Sheep  +  +  
Sheep-sized 
mammal 

+     

Vole  +    

Table 6: Presence of different types of animal bones in flots and retents (+ = present) 

5.15 Marine shell 
5.15.1 Hand-retrieved: three cockle shell valve fragments were retrieved from 
topsoil 201 and garden soil 104.

5.15.2 Flots and retents: oyster was present in garden soil 104.
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6. Charred plant remains 

6.1 Flots and retents 
6.1.1 Tables summarising the results of the flot and retent assessment are shown 
in Appendix 4, and Table 7, below, shows the charred plants remains present. The 
hazel nutshell was present in the retents, being fairly heavy, whilst the charcoal, and 
all but two of the seeds, were from the flots. Although the preservation of the 
individual seeds is generally good, the quantities are low, and there is little potential 
for further analysis.

 Post-medieval 
features 303, 305 

Garden soil 104 Medieval features 
204, 307 

Medieval deposit 
108

Avena (oat) +  + + 
Bromus 
(grass) 

  + 

Cereal indet.  + ++ 
Charcoal +++ + +++ +++ 
Hazel 
nutshell 

+ + + 

Legume +  + 
Seed indet. ++ + ++ 
Wheat +   

Table 7: Charred plant remains from flots and retents (Key: + = 1-5, ++ = 6-20, +++ = 
21-100, ++++ = >100; charcoal is as a percentage rather than a fragment count)  
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7. Discussion 

7.1 Introduction 
7.1.1 The archaeological remains recovered from the site represent a remarkably 
well-preserved and rich assemblage dating to the medieval and post-medieval 
periods. Several different features of interest were identified within each trench and 
the development of the site can be seen to have several phases. These are 
summarised by trench in the site matrices (Fig 8) and discussed below.  

7.2 Phasing  
7.2.1 Phase 1: the earliest deposits on the site comprise a firm mottled orange 
clay, apparently deposited across the entire site (108; 205; 302). While the make-up 
of these deposits and their strategraphic position, underlying all of the other deposits, 
suggests that this was the underlying natural drift geology of the area, its mottled 
character and the presence of finds in 108, flecks of charcoal, and possible cess 
material in 302 suggests that it is not. In Trenches 2 and 3, however, it appeared to 
be entirely sterile, although even at some depth it was still quite loose and included a 
variety of materials suggesting it was not natural. As it extended beyond 1.2m below 
the surface it was not possible to excavate it to its full thickness. This material may 
represent an original trampled ground surface, that perhaps developed between the 
12th- 16th centuries, or a dumped deposit, perhaps intended to form a hard surface or 
level uneven ground. The lack of an associated topsoil might suggest that the latter is 
more likely. The latest dates suggest that it was formed by the end of the 14th – 16th

centuries, and the large gap in between this and the following phase corresponds to 
some extent with the historical accounts, which state that much of the town was 
abandoned following severe Scottish raids in the late 14th, and had still not recovered 
by the beginning of the 16th century (Holdgate 1982, 34-36). The finds and samples 
suggest that domestic activity was taking place nearby, as well as iron working, 
possibly in the form of blacksmithing (particularly in the case of Trench 1). 

7.2.2 Phase 2a: a number of features seem to have been cut into or laid on top of 
this orange clay, which are also of medieval date. These include a large pit in Trench 
3 (308) and two deposits in Trench 2 (203 and 204), all of which date from the 12th – 
16th centuries. These presumably relate to periods that immediately followed the 
deposition of the clay layer, and again indicate domestic activity, with large amounts 
of pottery and food waste being present, including several pieces of high quality roof 
or floor tiles, some of which are glazed, indicating that some high status buildings 
were situated in the immediate vicinity.   

7.2.3 Phase 2b: three distinct areas of cobbled surface (107; 109 and 112) and a 
stone-lined drain or culvert (110) had been positioned on top of and/or cut into the 
underlying clay (108). Although it was not possible to directly date these features 
they were sealed beneath layer 104 (see below) and are therefore probably also of 
medieval date, perhaps contemporary with Phase 2a. It was not possible to establish 
the exact stratigraphical relationship between these features, and it seems likely that 
they are approximately contemporary, although the drain 110 is apparently truncated 
at its north end. The cobbled surfaces are likely to represent yards to the rear of 
houses fronting onto Boroughgate, with the culvert providing drainage between 
different levels. There was no evidence for walls, so these are presumably all 
external to any buildings that may have been present.  

7.2.4 Phase 3a: in Trenches 1 and 2 a dark garden soil developed over all of the 
previous deposits, to a depth of up to 0.45m. The artefacts recovered from this layer 
suggest that it built up between the late 17th and early 19th centuries, and it 
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corresponds to the garden plots shown on the plan of 1754 (Plate 1), which fits well 
within this period.  

7.2.5 Phase 3b: in Trench 3 this garden soil was not present, although the raised 
level of the land at this point might suggest that it could have been truncated by more 
recent activity. Two features, a small pit (306) and a wall (304) probably immediately 
pre-date or belong to Phase 3a, however. Finds recovered from the fill of these 
features (305 and 303 respectively), suggest that they had gone out of use by the 
18th or 19th century, and it is likely that they are therefore broadly contemporary with 
Phase 3a. The line of wall 304 seems to correspond with the original burgage plot 
boundary (hence the reason it was targeted) as shown on the maps from as early as 
1754, but it not only evidently cuts 302, it also terminates mid-way across the trench 
(see Fig 6). In this respect it corresponds with the extant wall to the east and the 
arrangement first depicted on the maps in 1899 (Plate 5). It is likely, therefore, that 
any original burgage boundary has been completely removed in this area by 
subsequent re-construction of the line of the wall, or its alignment has been changed.  

7.2.6 Phase 4: a number of later post-medieval deposits subsequently developed. 
In Trench 1 two small layers of rubble had been deposited on top of 104 (102 and 
105). Layer 102 was bounded on the west side by a stone and brick edging (103)
and formed the upper part of a more compacted brick and rubble surface (106).
These probably formed later garden paths and surfaces dated by the pieces of 
ceramic pipe within them to the late 19th or early 20th century. The detailed Ordnance 
Survey map of 1861 (Plate 4) does show paths running across the land, and these 
are probably some of those. The brick marked ‘PEASE’ was probably manufactured 
in the North-East from the 1860s onwards (Cookson c2003), which also fits the 
suggested date of these features. The gravel lenses present in Trench 2 may also 
date to this phase, but there was nothing of similar date in Trench 3. However, the 
water pipe (in cut 310), which appeared to be connecting to the extant outbuilding in 
the north-east corner of the plot, is likely to belong to this phase.  

7.2.7 Phase 5: in all three trenches the uppermost deposit was a loose topsoil 
containing post-medieval finds, which probably developed within the last 100 to 150 
years.

7.2.8 Discussion: the presence of well-preserved deposits and features of 
medieval and post-medieval date, associated with large numbers of artefacts, some 
suggesting that high status dwellings were situated nearby, provides an important 
record of Appleby during this period. The information acquired during the evaluation 
has provided a useful insight into the types of activities taking place along 
Boroughgate, the extent of settlement at different periods, evidence that may 
correspond to known phases of abandonment, and an artefact assemblage that adds 
considerably to the understanding of local pottery fabrics and the social status of 
people in this part of the town.  

7.3 Significance  
7.3.1 The quality and quantity of the remains discovered during the evaluation is of 
considerable significance in understanding the archaeology of Appleby and the 
surrounding area. The degree of survival is, in general, very good, and the majority of 
the medieval deposits in particular are well-preserved beneath overlying layers, at a 
depth of up to 0.55m below the surface. In Trench 3, however, pit 308 was as little as 
0.3m below the surface, and so could easily be adversely affected by any further 
development of the site. The number of artefacts recovered, more than 1000 from 
only three small trenches, is substantial for a small evaluation within a town in the 
North West. However, there is no closely comparable data since it is the only 
burgage plot to have been excavated within Appleby. The number of medieval finds, 
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a total of 151 fragments of pottery alone, is quite large, certainly when compared to 
some other similar-sized towns in the county. Excavations at Penrith Market, for 
example, recovered 342 fragments of medieval pottery, the majority of which came 
from a garden soil or were residual in later deposits (Newman et al 2000, 119). By 
contrast, the vast majority of medieval finds from Appleby (c80%) were from a 
discrete group of sealed features or layers (108, 203, 204 and 307). Recent large-
scale excavations in Kendal recovered 278 fragments of medieval ceramics (OA 
North 2004, 25). 

7.3.2 The assemblage is principally of importance in understanding the medieval 
archaeology of the borough of Appleby, and is the only excavation to date of a 
burgage plot within the town. The presence of a considerable amount of medieval 
floor or roof tiles is also significant, and indicates buildings of some status were 
situated nearby. In general, however, the quality and quantity of material is indicative 
of the very good state of preservation and lack of disturbance. Not only is this 
important in understanding the development of Appleby, but it is significant because 
it is the only burgage plot to have been excavated in Cumbria which has not been 
fully re-developed during the post-medieval period. In most cases the earlier remains 
have been truncated or destroyed by subsequent development, and even within the 
North West region as a whole such well-preserved plots are scarce and are rarely 
investigated. 

7.3.3 Potential: previous archaeological investigation around Appleby has tended 
to be concentrated around Friary Fields, some distance to the west of the site, but 
has so far failed to reveal any significant discoveries (LUAU 1996; 1997; Brigantia 
Archaeological Practice 1998). Excavation within the town has so far been limited to 
an examination of the late 18th century jail carried out by the Time Team in 2003 
(Channel 4 n.d.), which is not situated within the medieval borough. The evaluation at 
Boroughgate is therefore the first excavation of the medieval burgage plots of 
Appleby. The site can therefore provide archaeological information regarding the 
planned development of the town following the granting of borough status in the late 
12th century, something which has, as yet, not been possible. This, combined with 
the evident lack of disturbance across much of the site and the corresponding good 
preservation of archaeological deposits, gives this site a very high archaeological 
potential. It is considered likely, therefore, that any future development could have an 
adverse affect on this important archaeological resource, unless suitable mitigation 
measures are carried out. The need to archaeologically examine small towns and 
market towns in the north-west of England has been highlighted by the recent North 
West Region Archaeological Research Framework agenda (Newman and Newman 
2005, 9). This, combined with the need for greater published accounts of both 
medieval (op cit, 16) and post-medieval pottery (Newman and McNeil 2005, 13), 
make the site at Appleby potentially very important.  
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Project Background 

1.1.1 Tom Woof of Development Planning Solutions Ltd, acting on behalf of his client Mr W 
Idle (hereafter ‘the client’), intends to apply for outline planning permission to erect a single 
dwelling on land between 60 and 62 Boroughgate to the north, and Shaw’s Wiend to the 
south, Appleby, Cumbria (site centred NGR NY 68404 20117). The scope of this application 
would also include the slight repositioning of the boundary wall along the south side of the site 
in order to achieve the necessary sight lines for vehicle access for highway purposes. Prior to 
making this application, Tom Woof consulted Richard Newman, County Archaeologist for 
Cumbria, to seek advice on archaeological matters relating to the intended application. 
Richard Newman undertook an appraisal of the site on the basis of information contained in 
the Historic Environment Record, which showed that the site was formed by the frontages of 
two medieval burgage plots. In the 18th century there was a building on the site immediately 
adjacent to the boundary wall flanking Shaw’s Wiend. This building was still in existence in 
the 1860s but had gone by 1900. It seemed most likely to have been of 17th century origin, 
though it may be earlier. 

1.1.2 Richard Newman advised that in view of this evidence, both the erection of a dwelling 
and alterations to the boundary wall were likely to impact upon archaeological remains of 
some, but as yet undefined, significance. In order to obtain additional information to inform the 
determination of the planning permission he advised that an archaeological evaluation of the 
site should be undertaken in advance of the submission of the planning application. This 
would allow an appropriate consideration of the archaeological evidence with the planning 
application. By doing this decisions could be made on the preservation of remains in situ, if 
that was deemed to be appropriate, and on any necessary conditions for further 
archaeological recording. He also advised that a pre-determination evaluation would allow the 
developer to be fully informed of the archaeological issues, thus helping them to mitigate risk. 
Moreover, he stressed that it could help by influencing the design of any development to 
reduce impact and thus potentially save money against later required mitigation measures. 
Such options would not be available if site evaluation is carried out as a condition of consent 
post determination. He gave this advice in line with best practice as outlined in Planning 
Policy Guidance Note 16 (Department of the Environment 1990). 

1.1.3 The evaluation is intended to establish, where possible, whether any remains of 
archaeological significance are present on the site, their nature, degree of survival, extent, 
significance, and date.  

1.1.4 The proposed development site is located within the medieval core of Appleby, at the 
south end of Boroughgate, immediately to the west of the High Cross. A brief search of the 
NMR Excavation Index (ADS 1996-2006) revealed that archaeological work in Appleby 
appears to have concentrated on the area around the friary (EH NMR numbers 1327538, 
1008355, 1325054, and 1335176). The medieval burgage plots do not appear to have been 
investigated archaeologically to date, however a small excavation was carried out at Appleby 
Police Station by the Time Team around 2003 (Time Team 2003). Given the lack of 
archaeological work investigating the burgage plots of medieval Appleby, and those on 
Boroughgate in particular, any information discovered during the evaluation would potentially 
add greatly to the current understanding of the town’s development. 

1.2 Greenlane Archaeology  

1.2.1 Greenlane Archaeology is a private limited company based in Ulverston, Cumbria, 
and was established in 2005 (Company No. 05580819). Although a new company, its 
directors, Jo Dawson and Daniel Elsworth, have a combined total of 13 years continuous 
professional experience working in commercial archaeology, principally in the north of 
England and Scotland. Greenlane Archaeology is committed to a high standard of work, and 
abides by the Institute of Field Archaeologists’ (IFA) Code of Conduct. The evaluation will be 
carried out according to the Standards and Guidance of the Institute of Field Archaeologists 
(IFA 2001). 
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1.3 Project Staffing  

1.3.1 The project will be managed by Jo Dawson (MA (Hons), AIFA). Since graduating 
from the University of Glasgow in 2000 with a joint honours degree in Archaeology and 
Mathematics, Jo has worked continuously in commercial archaeology. Her professional 
career started at Glasgow University Archaeological Research Division (GUARD), for whom 
she worked for six months, following which she worked for Headland Archaeology, in 
Edinburgh, for two years, and for Oxford Archaeology North, in Lancaster, for three years. 
During this time she has been involved in a range of different archaeological projects, and, 
over the past few years, has concentrated on desk-based assessments and environmental 
impact assessments, as well as finds reports. She has extensive experience of both planning 
and pre-planning projects, and has undertaken assessments of all sizes. She has managed 
various projects in Cumbria (Greenlane Archaeology 2006a-d), and has carried out a number 
of desk-based assessments in the Penrith area, to the north-west of Appleby (OA North 
2003a and b; OA North 2005). 

1.3.2 The evaluation will be supervised by Daniel Elsworth (MA (Hons), AIFA). Daniel 
graduated from the University of Edinburgh in 1998 with an honours degree in Archaeology, 
and began working for the Lancaster University Archaeological Unit in 1999, which became 
Oxford Archaeology North (OA North) in 2001. Daniel ultimately became a project officer, and 
for over six and a half years worked on excavations and surveys, building investigations, 
desk-based assessments, and conservation and management plans. These have principally 
taken place in the North West, and Daniel has a particular interest in the archaeology of the 
area. He has carried out various projects in the area around Appleby, including watching 
briefs at Maulds Meaburn and Bewley Castle (OA North 2002a and b). He has also 
supervised excavations in Cumbria (Elsworth and Dawson 2003; Morecambe Bay 
Archaeological Society forthcoming).  

2. Objectives 

2.1 Map Regression 

2.1.1 To examine available maps and plans of the site, in order to inform the location of 
evaluation trenches, and to aid the interpretation and dating of any remains present within the 
trenches. 

2.2 Archaeological Evaluation 

2.2.1 To excavate a series of evaluation trenches or test pits covering 5% of the total 
development area. These will assess the presence or absence of features of archaeological 
interest within the area, their extent, date and significance.  

2.3 Report  

2.3.1 To produce a report detailing the results of the evaluation, and any relevant 
information gathered during the map regression, and assess the potential of the site and 
significance of the remains.  

2.4 Archive  

2.4.1 Produce a full archive of the results of the evaluation. 

3. Methodology 

3.1 Map Regression  

3.1.1 An examination of both published and manuscript maps relating to the proposed 
development site will be carried out. These sources will be consulted at the following 
locations:  

Cumbria Record Office (Kendal): the majority of maps and plans relating to the site are 
deposited in the Cumbria Record Office in Kendal. Of principal importance are early maps, 
especially the 1754 plan and those produced by the Ordnance Survey. These will be 
examined in order to trace the origin and development of any buildings or other structures on 
the site, and, where possible, their function; 

Greenlane Archaeology: a number of copies of maps, local histories, unpublished reports, 
and journals are held in Greenlane Archaeology’s library. These will be consulted in order to 
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provide further information about the development of the site, and any other elements of 
archaeological interest.  

3.1.2 The results of this map regression will be used to inform the location of evaluation 
trenches, and to aid the identification and interpretation of any remains uncovered within the 
trenches. 

3.2 Archaeological Evaluation  

3.2.1 A total of 39.5m2 of evaluation trenching is required in order to examine 5% of the site 
area (790.2m2). Depending on the results of the map regression, it is envisaged that this will 
be covered by excavating three trenches 8m long and 1.7m wide (a standard excavator 
bucket width), or two trenches 12m long and 1.7m wide, until significant archaeological 
deposits or the natural geology are reached, or to a depth of 1.2m. These trenches will target 
the areas identified during the map regression as having the greatest archaeological potential, 
whilst taking into account hazards and constraints on the site. The proposed trench location 
plan will be submitted to Cumbria County Council Historic Environment Service (CCCHES) for 
approval prior to any fieldwork taking place. 

3.2.2 The excavation methodology will be as follows:  

Consultation with Tom Woof has revealed that there are no service plans available for the 
site. The site will therefore be checked with a Cable Avoiding Tool (CAT) in order to establish 
the presence of live electrical services;  

The trenches will be excavated with regard to the position of any services and other 
constraints such as mature trees, focussing on the areas of high archaeological interest or 
potential, and avoiding areas which are likely to have been severely damaged or truncated by 
later activity, unless they are considered to have a high potential;  

The overburden (which is likely to largely comprise turf and topsoil) will be removed by 
machine under the supervision of an archaeologist until the first deposit beneath it is reached; 

All deposits below the overburden will be examined by hand in a stratigraphic manner, using 
shovels, mattocks, or trowels as appropriate for the scale. Deposits will only be sampled, 
rather than completely removed, below the first identified level of archaeological interest, 
unless specified by the CCCHES, with the intension of preserving as much in situ as possible;  

The position of any features, such as ditches, pits, or walls, will be recorded and where 
necessary these will be investigated in order to establish their full extent, date, and 
relationship to any other features. Negative features such as ditches or pits will be examined 
by sample excavation, typically half of a pit or similar feature and approximately 10% of a 
linear feature;  

All recording of features will include hand-drawn plans and sections, typically at a scale of 
1:20 and 1:10, respectively;  

Photographs in both 35mm black and white print and colour digital format will be taken of any 
features identified during the evaluation. In addition, general photographs will be taken of the 
trenches, the site’s environs and the evaluation in progress;   

� All deposits, trenches, drawings and photographs will be recorded on Greenlane 
Archaeology pro forma record sheets, which are based on systems commonly used 
during archaeological excavations and derived from MoLAS (1994);  

� All finds will be recovered during the evaluation for further assessment as far as is 
practically and safely possible. Should significant amounts of finds be encountered an 
appropriate sampling strategy will be devised in consultation with the CCCHES;  

� All faunal remains will also be recovered by hand during the excavation, but where it 
is considered likely that there is potential for the bones of fish or small mammals to be 
present appropriate volumes of samples will be taken for sieving. Similarly, deposits 
that are considered likely to have preserved environmental remains or the potential 
for study of soil micromorphology will be sampled. All samples will be processed 
using methods appropriate to the preservation conditions and the remains present;  
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� Any human remains discovered during the evaluation will be left in situ, and, if 
possible, covered. The CCCHES will be immediately informed as will the local 
coroner. Should it be considered necessary to remove the remains this will require a 
Home Office licence, under Section 25 of the Burial Act of 1857, which will be applied 
for should the need arise;  

� Any objects defined as ‘treasure’ by the Treasure Act of 1996 (HMSO 1996) will be 
immediately reported to the local coroner and secured stored off-site, or covered and 
protected on site if immediate removal is not possible;  

� Each evaluation trench will be backfilled following excavation although it is not 
envisaged that any further reinstatement to its original condition will be carried out.  

3.2.3 Should any significant archaeological deposits be encountered during the evaluation 
these will immediately be brought to the attention of the CCCHES so that the need for further 
work can be confirmed. Any additional work and ensuing costs will be agreed with the client 
and according to the requirements of the CCCHES, and subject to a variation to this project 
design. 

3.3 Report  

3.3.1 The results of the evaluation will be compiled into a report, which will include the 
following sections:  

A front cover including the appropriate national grid reference (NGR);  

A concise non-technical summary of results, including the date the project was undertaken 
and by whom; 

� Acknowledgements;  

� Project Background; 

� Methodology, including a description of the work undertaken; 

� Results of the map regression where these relate to remains encountered in the 
evaluation trenches; 

� Results of the evaluation including descriptions of any deposits identified, their extent, 
form and potential date, and an assessment of any finds or environmental remains 
recovered during the evaluation, and the potential for examination of the soil 
micromorphology;  

� Discussion of the results including an assessment of the significance of any 
archaeological remains present within the study area, areas of further archaeological 
potential, areas in which further work is recommended, and appropriate types of 
further work;  

� Bibliography, including both primary and secondary sources; 

� Illustrations at appropriate scales including: 

- a site location plan related to the national grid;  

- a plan showing the location of the study area in relation to nearby structures and the 
local landscape;

- copies of early maps and plans, as appropriate, annotated with the extent of the 
proposed development area where appropriate; 

- a plan showing the position of the evaluation trenches; 

- plans and sections of the evaluation trenches showing any features of 
archaeological interest;   

- photographs of the evaluation, including both detailed and general shots of features 
of archaeological interest and the trenches;  

- illustrations of individual artefacts as appropriate.   
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3.4 Archive  

3.4.1 The archive, comprising the drawn, written, and photographic record of the 
evaluation, formed during the project, will be stored by Greenlane Archaeology until it is 
completed. Upon completion it will be deposited with the Cumbria Record Office in Kendal 
(CRO(K)). A copy will also be offered to the National Monuments Record (NMR). The archive 
will be compiled according to the standards and guidelines of the IFA (Ferguson and Murray 
n.d.), and in accordance with English Heritage guidelines (English Heritage 1991). In addition 
details of the project will be submitted to the Online AccesS to the Index of archaeological 
investigationS (OASIS) scheme. This is an internet-based project intended to improve the 
flow of information between contractors, local authority heritage managers and the general 
public.  

3.4.2 A copy of the report will be deposited with the archive at the Cumbria Record Office in 
Kendal, one will be supplied to the client and one to their agent, and within two months of the 
completion of fieldwork, three copies will be provided for the Cumbria Historic Environment 
Record (HER). In addition, Greenlane Archaeology Ltd will retain one copy. 

4. Work timetable  

4.1 Greenlane Archaeology will be available to commence the project on 5th April 2006,
or at another date convenient to the client. It is envisaged that the project will take 13 person 
days to complete, spread over the following tasks and including any necessary management 
time:

Task 1: map regression;  

Task 2: submission of proposed evaluation trench location plan to Cumbria County Council 
Historic Environment Service for approval; 

Task 3: archaeological evaluation; 

Task 4: post-excavation work on archaeological evaluation, including production of draft 
report and illustrations;  

Task 5: feedback, editing and production of final report.  

5. Other matters  

5.1 Access 

5.1.1 Access to the site for the site visit will be organised through co-ordination with the 
client and/or their agent. 

5.2 Health and Safety 

5.2.1 Greenlane Archaeology carries out risk assessments for all of its projects and abides 
by its internal health and safety policy and relevant legislation. Health and safety is always the 
foremost consideration in any decision-making process.  

5.3 Insurance 

5.3.1 Greenlane Archaeology has professional indemnity insurance to the value of 
£250,000. Details of this can be supplied if requested.  

5.4 Environmental and Ethical Policy  

5.4.1 Greenlane Archaeology has a strong commitment to environmentally and ethically 
sound working practices. Its office is supplied with 100% renewable energy by Good Energy, 
uses ethical telephone and internet services supplied by the Phone Co-op, is even decorated 
with organic paint, and has floors finished with recycled vinyl tiles. In addition, the company 
uses the services of The Co-operative Bank for ethical banking, Naturesave for 
environmentally-conscious insurance, and utilises public transport wherever possible. 
Greenlane Archaeology is also committed to using local businesses for services and 
materials, thus benefiting the local economy, reducing unnecessary transportation, and 
improving the sustainability of small and rural businesses. 
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6. Engagement  

6.1 Cost 

Confidential  

6.2 Terms and Conditions 

6.2.1 Two copies of the terms and conditions of business are included with the tender 
documentation and one copy should be signed and returned to Greenlane Archaeology when 
the tender has been accepted.  

6.3 Order Form 

6.3.1 Two copies of the order form are included giving the costs and a summary of the 
details of the project, one of which should be signed and returned to Greenlane Archaeology 
when the tender and the terms and conditions have been accepted.  
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Appendix 2: Context list 
Context 
No.

Type Location Description Interpretation 

101 Deposit Trench 1 Dark brown sandy clay  Topsoil 
102 Deposit Trench 1 Mid brown sandy clay, 98% 

small stones and brick 
Rubble  

103 Structure Trench 1 Linear surface of bricks and 
stone

Edging

104 Deposit Trench 1  Dark brown-black sandy clay Garden soil 
105 Deposit  Trench 1  Mid-pale orange brown, 90% 

small stones and brick 
Rubble 

106 Deposit Trench 1  Orange red, 98% brick and 
rubble 

Path?

107 Deposit Trench 1  Dark brown, 98% rounded 
stones 

Cobbled surface 

108 Deposit Trench 1  Dark orange-brown clay  Redeposited natural 
109 Deposit Trench 1  Dark brown-orange, 98% 

rounded stones  
Cobbled surface 

110 Structure Trench 1 Upright slabs with cap stones Culvert/drain 
111 Deposit Trench 1 Dark brown sandy clay Fill of 110
112 Deposit Trench 1 Dark brown, 85-95% rounded 

and flat stones 
Rough or damaged 
cobbled surface  

201 Deposit Trench 2 Dark brown-black sandy clay Topsoil 
202 Deposit Trench 2 Dark brown-black/grey Garden soil 
203 Deposit Trench 2 Mid orange with mottled 

brown clay 
Redeposited natural 

204 Deposit Trench 2 Mid grey brown silty clay Rubbish deposit 
205 Deposit Trench 2 Mottled orange brown clay Redeposited natural  
301 Deposit Trench 3 Mid brown-orange sandy clay Topsoil 
302 Deposit Trench 3 Mid orange-brown clay Redeposited 

natural? 
303 Deposit Trench 3 Mid grey-brown silty clay Fill of ditch 304
304 Cut Trench 3 Linear, vertical sided ditch Ditch/wall foundation 
305 Deposit Trench 3 Dark brown-black Fill of pit 306
306 Cut Trench 3 Circular, vertical sided pit, 

iron lined 
Pit

307 Deposit Trench 3 Mid greyish-brown sandy clay Fill of pit 308
308 Cut Trench 3 Large oval pit, steep sided Pit  
309 Deposit Trench 3 Mixed mid brown and orange 

brown clay soil 
Fill of pipe trench 
310

310 Cut Trench 3 V-shaped cut for pipe trench Pipe trench 



Land Adjacent to Shaw’s Wiend and Boroughgate, Appleby-in-Westmorland, Cumbria: Archaeological 
Evaluation 38

Client: Mr W Idle  

© Greenlane Archaeology Ltd, June 2006  

Appendix 3: Finds summary 
OR
No

Context Quantity Material Description Date range 

01 U/S 4 Pottery Creamware, including plate rim Mid – late 18th

century 
01 U/S 1 Pottery Tin-glazed earthenware 18th century 
01 U/S 1 Pottery Brown-glazed red earthenware 

coarseware fragment 
Late 17th – early 
20th century 

01 U/S 1 Pottery Black-glazed red earthenware 
coarseware hollow-ware base 

Late 17th – early 
20th century 

01 U/S 1 Pottery Brown-glazed red earthenware 
dish/bowl rim with white slip-trailed 
decoration 

Late 17th – 19th

century 

02 U/S 1 Ceramic 
building
material

Brown-glazed fireclay(?) drain pipe 
fragment

Late 19th – 20th

century 

03 101 2 Fe Nails Post-medieval 
03 101 1 Fe Bolt with domed head and threaded 

end
Late 18th – 20th

century 
03 101 1 Fe Butt hinge with three screw holes Late 18th – 20th

century 
03 101 3 Fe Cast iron drain pipe (?) fragments 18th – 20th

century? 
04 101 1 Pottery Tin-glazed earthenware plate rim 

with blue painted decoration 
18th century 

05 101 8 Pottery Black-glazed red earthenware 
coarseware, including hollow-ware 
base

Late 17th – early 
20th century 

05 101 1 Pottery Black-glazed red earthenware 
fineware hollow-ware rim 

Late 17th – 19th

century 
05 101 12 Pottery Brown-glazed red earthenware 

coarseware, including two with 
internal white slip coating, two 
bases, and one jug-sized handle 

19th – early 20th

century 

05 101 6 Pottery Brown-glazed red earthenware 
fineware, including hollow-ware with 
white slip stripes, hollow-ware with 
white slip-trailed decoration, plate 
rims (one with white slip stripe, one 
with white slip coating and brown 
splashed(?) decoration), flatware 
base with internal white slip coating 
and brown sponged/splashed(?) 
decoration 

Late 17th – 19th

century 

05 101 1 Pottery Pinkish-buff-coloured earthenware 
press-moulded plate rim with 
jewelled brown slip dots 

Late 17th – early 
18th century 

05 101 1 Pottery Black-glazed red slip-coated buff-
coloured earthenware plate(?) 
fragment

Late 17th – early 
18th century 

05 101 1 Pottery Tin-glazed earthenware fragment 18th century 
05 101 2 Pottery Buff-coloured stoneware 

jam/marmalade jar ridged side and 
impressed base 

Mid 19th – early 
20th century 

05 101 1 Pottery Brown-glazed grey stoneware jar(?) 
fragment

18th – 20th

century 
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OR
No

Context Quantity Material Description Date range 

05 101 1 Pottery Finely-potted brown-glazed grey 
stoneware base fragment 

18th – early 20th

century 
05 101 3 Pottery Fine white salt-glazed stoneware 

hollow-ware vessel fragments: rim 
with iron slip, rim with relief-
moulded decoration, body fragment 

18th century 

05 101 2 Pottery Bone china, including sauce base 19th – 20th

century 
05 101 4 Pottery Pearlware: blue-painted and relief-

moulded shell edge plate rims x 3, 
‘Willow’ transfer-printed pattern x 1 

Late 18th century 

05 101 10 Pottery White earthenware, including some 
creamware and two plate rims 

Late 18th – 20th

century 
05 101 2 Pottery Factory-produced brown-glazed red 

earthenware fineware, one with 
internal white slip-coating 

Late 18th – early 
20th century 

05 101 2 Pottery White earthenware marmalade jar 
fragments (James Keiller and Sons, 
Dundee), one very worn 

1873-1950s 
(Bishop 1995, 18)

06 101 1 Animal 
Bone

Bird Not closely 
dateable 

06 101 1 Animal 
Bone

Domestic Fowl Not closely 
dateable 

06 101 3 Animal 
Bone

Large Mammal Not closely 
dateable 

06 101 1 Animal 
Bone

Pig Not closely 
dateable 

06 101 1 Animal 
Bone

Sheep/Goat Not closely 
dateable 

06 101 4 Animal 
Bone

Unidentified Mammal Not closely 
dateable 

07 101 3 Industrial 
residue 

Iron slag (smithing waste) Not closely 
dateable 

07 101 1 Mortar Small lump with copper alloy 
attached 

Not closely 
dateable 

08 101 1 Cu alloy Square sheet Post-medieval 
09 101 3 Ceramic 

building
material

Brown-glazed fireclay(?) drain pipe 
fragments 

Late 19th – 20th

century 

09 101 3 Ceramic 
building
material

Red earthenware field drain/roof tile 
fragments 

Post-medieval 

10 101 8 Glass Very light turquoise flat window 
pane fragments 

Post-medieval 

10 101 3 Glass Colourless flat window pane 
fragments 

Post-medieval 

10 101 1 Glass Very light turquoise bottle fragment 18th – early 20th

century 
10 101 4 Glass Dark olive green bottle fragments 18th – 20th

century 
10 101 4 Glass Dark olive green bottle fragments, 

surfaces in poor condition 
17th – 18th

century? 
11 101 4 Clay 

tobacco
pipe

Stem fragments, on with medium-
wide bore, rest with narrow bore 

18th – early 20th

century 

12 102 2 Fe Nails Not closely 
dateable 
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OR
No

Context Quantity Material Description Date range 

12 102 1 Fe Lifting handle Post-medieval? 
13 102 7 Ceramic 

building
material

Brown-glazed fireclay(?) drain pipe 
fragments 

Late 19th – 20th

century 

13 102 5 Ceramic 
building
material

Red earthenware field drain/roof tile 
fragments 

Post-medieval 

14 102 1 Pottery Black-glazed red earthenware 
coarseware jug-sized handle 
fragment

Late 17th – early 
20th century 

14 102 2 Pottery Buff-coloured stoneware ridged 
jam/marmalade jar fragments, 
including rim 

Mid 19th – early 
20th century 

14 102 2 Pottery White earthenware, including blue 
abstract sponge-printed hollow-
ware 

19th – 20th

century 

14 102 3 Pottery Ironstone basin base and fragments 
from same vessel 

Mid 19th – 20th

century 
14 102 1 Pottery Creamware fragment Late 18th century 
15 102 2 Clay 

tobacco
pipe

Stem fragments, wide and 
narrowish bores 

Late 16th – early 
20th century 

16 102 1 Animal 
Bone

Large Mammal Not closely 
dateable 

17 103 1 Glass Green bottle fragment 19th – 20th

century 
18 103 1 Fe Cast iron drain pipe (?) fragment 18th – 20th

century? 
95 103 1 Ceramic 

building
material

Frogged buff-coloured brick, 
stamped ‘Pease’ on one side 

1860s onwards 
(Cookson c2003) 

19 104 10 Pottery Tin-glazed earthenware, including 4 
painted with cobalt blue patterns 

18th century 

20 104 11 Pottery Yellow-glazed buff-coloured 
earthenware cups and other fine 
hollow-ware vessel fragments, all 
with red trailed and combed slip, 
including handle terminals and one 
rim

Late 17th – early 
18th century 

20 104 8 Pottery Yellow-glazed buff-coloured 
earthenware press-moulded plates, 
three with red and white slip trailed 
and combed decoration, one 
rouletted rim with red slip-trailed 
decoration 

Late 17th – early 
18th century 

20 104 2 Pottery Yellow-glazed buff-coloured 
earthenware: cup(?) fragment with 
red slip decoration, fragment with 
red slip-trailed decoration 

Late 17th – early 
18th century 

20 104 1 Pottery Fine mottledware hollow-ware Late 17th – early 
18th century 

20 104 4 Pottery Red slip-coated buff-coloured 
earthenware, two with white slip-
trailed decoration 

Late 17th – early 
18th century 
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OR
No

Context Quantity Material Description Date range 

20 104 6 Pottery Fine self-glazed red earthenware, 
some with white slip-trailed 
decoration, including plate rim and 
hollow-ware rim 

Late 17th – early 
18th century 

20 104 14 Pottery Coarse black-glazed red 
earthenware, including one rim 

Late 17th – early 
20th century 

20 104 6 Pottery Fine black-glazed red earthenware, 
including cup(?) rim 

Late 17th – 18th

century? 
20 104 23 Pottery Brown-glazed red earthenware, 

much of it fineware, some with 
white slip-trailed decoration 
(including plate rim), some with 
internal white slip coating (of these 
some are decorated by splashed (?) 
brown glaze), including cup rim and 
plate rim 

Late 17th – early 
20th century 

20 104 35 Pottery White earthenware (mainly 
creamware), including plate and 
bowl rims and bases 

Late 18th – 20th

century 

20 104 2 Pottery Badly burnt white earthenware(?) 19th – 20th

century 
20 104 2 Pottery White salt-glazed stoneware, 

including hollow-ware rim with iron-
rich slip 

18th century 

20 104 1 Pottery Self-glazed buff-coloured 
earthenware 

Late 18th – 20th

century 
20 104 5 Pottery White earthenware, including 

‘Willow’ transfer-print x 1 and 
‘Broseley’ transfer-print x 2 

19th century 

20 104 7 Pottery Pearlware, including blue-painted x 
4 (hollow-ware rim x 1, flatware rim 
x 1) 

Late 18th century 

20 104 3 Pottery Creamware: blue painted x 1, earth 
colours painted x 1, green-stained x 
1

Late 18th century 

21 104 1 Pottery Coarse mottledware (?) Late 17th – early 
18th century 

21 104 1 Pottery Bone china hollow-ware 19th – 20th

century 
21 104 10 Pottery Coarse black-glazed red 

earthenware, including crock base, 
strap handle, and hollow-ware rim 
and base 

Late 17th – early 
20th century 

21 104 2 Pottery Fine black-glazed red earthenware, 
including cup (?) rim 

Late 17th – 18th

century 
21 104 9 Pottery Brown-glazed red earthenware, 

fairly coarse, one with white slip 
stripe

Late 17th – 19th

century 

21 104 5 Pottery Brown-glazed red earthenware 
coarseware with internal white slip 
coating, including pancheon rim and 
base

19th – early 20th

century 

21 104 4 Pottery Brown-glazed red earthenware with 
internal white slip-coating and 
brown sponge-printed decoration, 
including two plate rims 

Mid 18th – 19th

century 
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OR
No

Context Quantity Material Description Date range 

21 104 1 Pottery Self-glazed factory-produced (?) 
fine red earthenware 

Late 18th – early 
20th century 

21 104 1 Pottery Brown-glazed red earthenware cup 
handle with white slip-trailed 
decoration 

Late 17th – early 
18th century 

21 104 1 Pottery Fine red-slip-coated buff-coloured 
earthenware with white slip-trailed 
decoration 

Late 17th – early 
18th century 

21 104 1 Pottery Light brown-glazed buff-coloured 
earthenware with red dabbed slip 
decoration? 

18th century 

21 104 3 Pottery White salt-glazed stoneware 18th century 
21 104 6 Pottery Creamware, including feather edge 

plate rim 
Late 18th century 

21 104 1 Pottery Pearlware plate base Late 18th century 
21 104 6 Pottery White earthenware, including 

‘Willow’ transfer-printed lid (?) rim, 
burnt bowl base, and polychrome-
painted hollow-ware 

19th – 20th

century 

21 104 1 Pottery Reddish-brown dry-bodied 
stoneware(?) tea(?) pot lid rim 

Mid 18th – 20th

century 
21 104 1 Pottery Green-glazed grey stoneware jar 

base
Late 18th – 20th

century 
21 104 1 Pottery Self-glazed buff-coloured stoneware 

jar(?) fragment 
Late 18th – 20th

century 
21 104 1 Pottery Greenish-grey salt-glazed grey 

stoneware hollow-ware fragment 
18th – 20th

century 
21 104 1 Pottery Brown-glazed (iron-rich slip) grey 

stoneware bottle fragment with 
impressed text ‘WA… / LIQUID…./ 
…. S…’ 

18th – 19th

century? 

21 104 1 Pottery Self-glazed buff-coloured stoneware 
hollow-ware base with iron-rich slip 

18th century? 

21 104 1 Pottery Dark brown glazed grey stoneware 
mug (?) base 

18th century? 

21 104 1 Pottery Brown salt-glazed buff-coloured 
stoneware flagon fragment 

18th – 19th

century? 
22 104 3 Ceramic 

building
material

Red earthenware roof/floor tile 
fragments, one partially brown-
glazed

Medieval?

23 104 33 Clay 
tobacco
pipe

Stem fragments, mainly medium 
bore, but also several wide bore 
and occasional narrow bore 

Late 16th – early 
20th century 

23 104 1 Clay 
tobacco
pipe

Bowl fragment, bulbous, small 17th century 

23 104 3 Clay 
tobacco
pipe

Bowl fragments Late 17th – early 
20th century 

23 104 1 Clay 
tobacco
pipe

Stem and bowl fragment with 
narrow bore and pointed spur 

18th – early 20th

century 

24 104 2 Pottery Reduced greenware Late 14th – 16th

century 
24 104 2 Pottery Oxidised sandy ware, including rim 15th – 16th

century 
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OR
No

Context Quantity Material Description Date range 

24 104 8 Pottery Partially reduced wares Late 13th – 14th

century 
25 104 2 Glass Very light turquoise flat window 

pane fragments 
Post-medieval 

25 104 1 Glass Near colourless ridged textured flat 
window pane fragment 

Late 19th – 20th

century 
25 104 2 Glass Dark olive green bottle fragments 18th – 20th

century 
25 104 5 Glass Light-colourless thin flat window 

pane fragments, surfaces in poor 
condition

Post-medieval 

25 104 15 Glass Dark olive green bottle fragments, 
surfaces in poor condition 

17th – 18th

century? 
25 104 1 Glass Dark olive green square cross-

sectioned bottle base fragment, 
surfaces in poor condition 

18th century? 

25 104 1 Glass Dark olive green flat bottle 
fragment, surfaces in poor condition 

18th century? 

25 104 1 Glass Colourless vessel (or bottle?) 
fragment, ripples on external 
surface 

18th – 20th

century? 

25 104 1 Glass Light turquoise bottle/vessel 
fragment

18th – early 20th

century? 
26 104 5 Fe Nails Not closely 

dateable 
26 104 2 Fe Lumps – formless and unidentifiable 

from X-rays 
Not closely 
dateable 

26 104 1 Fe Clog iron (?) fragment Not closely 
dateable 

26 104 1 Fe Sickle with tang and serrated blade Not closely 
dateable 

26 104 1 Fe Loop Not closely 
dateable 

26 104 1 Fe Lifting handle fragment? Post-medieval? 
26 104 1 Fe Cast iron drain pipe (?) fragment 18th – 20th

century? 
27 104 1 Mortar Lump Not closely 

dateable 
28 104 3 Industrial 

residue 
Iron slag (smithing waste) Not closely 

dateable 
29 104 8 Animal 

Bone
Cattle Not closely 

dateable 
29 104 1 Animal 

Bone
Goat Not closely 

dateable 
29 104 18 Animal 

Bone
Large Mammal Not closely 

dateable 
29 104 2 Animal 

Bone
Medium Mammal Not closely 

dateable 
29 104 8 Animal 

Bone
Sheep/Goat Not closely 

dateable 
29 104 1 Animal 

Bone
Sheep/Goat/Roe Deer Not closely 

dateable 
29 104 1 Animal 

Bone
Small Mammal Not closely 

dateable 
29 104 13 Animal 

Bone
Unidentified Mammal Not closely 

dateable 
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Context Quantity Material Description Date range 

30 104 2 Marine 
shell

Cockle valves Not closely 
dateable 

31 105 1 Pottery White earthenware fragment 19th – 20th

century 
31 105 1 Pottery Brown-glazed grey stoneware 

hollow-ware fragment 
18th – 20th

century 
32 105 2 Clay 

tobacco
pipe

Stem fragments, narrow and wide 
bores 

Late 16th – early 
20th century 

33 105 5 Ceramic 
building
material

Red earthenware field drain/roof tile 
fragments 

Post-medieval 

34 106 1 Ceramic 
building
material

Brown-glazed fireclay(?) drain pipe 
fragment

Late 19th – 20th

century 

34 106 1 Ceramic 
building
material

Red earthenware field drain/roof tile 
fragment

Post-medieval 

35 108 1 Pottery Black-glazed red earthenware 
coarseware 

Late 17th – early 
20th century 

36 108 1 Pottery Northern gritty ware cooking pot Late 12th – 13th

century 
36 108 3 Pottery Coarse sandy partially reduced 

ware jug handle and refitting 
thumbed base of baluster (?) jug 

Mid 13th – 14th

century 

36 108 7 Pottery Partially reduced ware with copper-
rich lead glaze 

Mid 13th – 14th

century 
36 108 1 Pottery Partially reduced ware 14th century 
36 108 8 Pottery Partially reduced ware Mid 13th – 14th

century 
36 108 3 Pottery Sandy oxidised wares 14th – 15th

century 
37 108 1 Clay 

tobacco
pipe

Stem fragment, medium bore 18th – early 20th

century 

38 108 1 Ceramic 
building
material

Brick fragment Not closely 
dateable 

38 108 2 Ceramic 
building
material

Red earthenware roof/floor tile 
fragments 

Not closely 
dateable 

39 108 1 Glass Dark olive green bottle fragment 18th – 19th

century 
39 108 2 Glass Dark olive green bottle fragments, 

surfaces in poor condition 
17th – 18th

century? 
40 108 1 Fe Nail/tack shaft? Not closely 

dateable 
41 108 2 Cu alloy Pin (in two fragments) Not closely 

dateable 
42 108 2 Animal 

Bone
Sheep/Goat Not closely 

dateable 
43 111 5 Animal 

Bone
Unidentified Mammal Not closely 

dateable 
44 111 1 Industrial 

residue 
Clinker Not closely 

dateable 
45 201 3 Pottery Black-glazed red earthenware 

coarseware 
Late 17th – early 
20th century 
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Context Quantity Material Description Date range 

45 201 4 Pottery Black-glazed red earthenware 
fineware, including two rims 

Late 17th – 18th

century 
45 201 4 Pottery Brown-glazed red earthenware 

coarseware, including two with 
internal white slip coating, and 
footrim from pedestal base 

Late 17th – early 
20th century 

45 201 1 Pottery Red earthenware (inner surface 
missing) 

Late 17th – early 
20th century 

45 201 3 Pottery Bone china saucer bases 19th – 20th

century 
45 201 10 Pottery Creamware Late 18th – 19th

century? 
45 201 4 Pottery Pearlware, including ‘Willow’ 

transfer-printed plate rim and blue 
transfer-printed fragment 

Late 18th – early 
19th century 

45 201 2 Pottery White salt-glazed stoneware 
fragments 

18th century 

45 201 9 Pottery White earthenware, including two 
refitting ‘Willow’ transfer-printed 
fragments, two black transfer-
printed patterns, and a gilded cup 
handle 

19th – 20th

century 

45 201 1 Pottery Self-glazed buff-coloured 
earthenware 

Late 18th – 20th

century 
46 201 1 Pottery Oxidised ware, small abraded body 

fragment
Medieval

47 201 7 Clay 
tobacco
pipe

Stem fragments, one medium bore, 
rest narrow bore 

18th – early 20th

century 

47 201 1 Clay 
tobacco
pipe

Bowl fragment, narrow bore 18th – early 20th

century 

48 201 3 Ceramic 
building
material

Brown-glazed fireclay(?) drain pipe 
fragments 

Late 19th – 20th

century 

48 201 5 Ceramic 
building
material

Red earthenware field drain/roof tile 
fragments 

Post-medieval 

48 201 1 Ceramic 
building
material

Red earthenware brick/tile fragment Medieval? 

49 201 2 Glass Colourless flat window pane 
fragments 

Post-medieval 

49 201 1 Glass Light-coloured flat window pane 
fragment, surfaces in poor condition 

Post-medieval 

49 201 2 Glass Dark olive green bottle fragments 18th – 20th

century 
49 201 1 Glass Dark olive green bottle fragment, 

surfaces in poor condition 
17th – 18th

century? 
49 201 1 Glass Light turquoise relief-moulded bottle 

fragment
19th – early 20th

century 
50 201 1 Industrial 

residue 
Clinker Not closely 

dateable 
50 201 1 Industrial 

residue 
Iron slag (smithing waste) Not closely 

dateable 
50 201 1 Stone Burnt rock Not closely 

dateable 
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51 201 4 Fe Nails Post-medieval? 
51 201 1 Fe Screw Mid 18th – 20th

century 
51 201 2 Fe Strap fragments? Not closely 

dateable 
52 201 1 Animal 

Bone
Cattle Not closely 

dateable 
52 201 1 Animal 

Bone
Cattle/Red Deer Not closely 

dateable 
52 201 3 Animal 

Bone
Large Mammal Not closely 

dateable 
53 201 1 Marine 

shell
Cockle fragment Not closely 

dateable 
54 202 1 Pottery White salt-glazed stoneware 18th century 
54 202 5 Pottery Creamware Late 18th – 19th

century? 
54 202 16 Pottery White earthenware, including 

‘Willow’, ‘Broseley’ and blue 
transfer-printed pattern, painted 
earth colours, and purple sponge-
printing

19th century 

54 202 2 Pottery Pearlware with blue transfer-printed 
patterns 

Late 18th – early 
19th century 

54 202 1 Pottery Brown salt-glazed grey stoneware 
hollow-ware fragment 

18th – 19th

century? 
54 202 2 Pottery Black-glazed red earthenware 

fineware 
Late 17th – 19th

century 
54 202 3 Pottery Self-glazed red earthenware 

fineware 
Late 18th – 19th

century 
54 202 3 Pottery Brown-glazed red earthenware 

fineware 
Late 17th – 19th

century 
54 202 1 Pottery Brown-glazed red earthenware 

coarseware 
Late 17th – early 
20th century 

54 202 1 Pottery Burnt white earthenware? 19th – 20th

century 
54 202 2 Pottery Internal white slip-coated red 

earthenware dish rims with brown 
tortoiseshell(?) decoration 

18th century? 

54 202 1 Pottery Self-glazed fine brown earthenware 
with internal white slip coating, 
factory-produced 

Late 18th – early 
20th century 

54 202 1 Pottery Self-glazed buff-coloured 
earthenware fineware with brown 
iron-rich (?) decoration 

Late 17th – early 
18th century 

54 202 1 Pottery Coarseware mottledware hollow-
ware base fragment 

Late 17th – early 
18th century 

54 202 1 Pottery Brown-glazed pinkish-buff-coloured 
earthenware relatively fine fragment 

Late 17th – 18th

century 
54 202 1 Pottery Fine brown-glazed white 

earthenware 
Late 17th – 20th

century 
55 202 1 Pottery Gritty ware 12th – mid 13th

century 
55 202 1 Pottery Oxidised ware Medieval 
55 202 4 Pottery Partially reduced ware, including 

possible jug fragment 
Late 13th – 14th

century 
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56 202 1 Clay 
tobacco
pipe

Bowl rim fragment Late 17th – early 
20th century 

56 202 1 Clay 
tobacco
pipe

Stem and bowl base fragment with 
small spur 

Late 17th – early 
20th century 

57 202 2 Glass Near-colourless flat window pane 
fragments 

Post-medieval 

57 202 3 Glass Dark olive green bottle fragments, 
surfaces in poor condition 

17th – 18th

century? 
57 202 1 Glass Dark olive green bottle fragment 18th – 20th

century 
58 202 1 Fe Nail Not closely 

dateable 
59 202 3 Industrial 

residue 
Iron slag (smithing waste) Not closely 

dateable 
60 202 2 Animal 

Bone
Cattle Not closely 

dateable 
60 202 1 Animal 

Bone
Medium Mammal Not closely 

dateable 
60 202 1 Animal 

Bone
Pig Not closely 

dateable 
60 202 2 Animal 

Bone
Unidentified Mammal Not closely 

dateable 
61 203 2 Pottery Black-glazed red earthenware 

fineware and coarseware 
Late 17th – early 
20th century 

61 203 1 Pottery White earthenware with blue 
transfer-printed pattern 

19th – early 20th

century 
61 203 1 Pottery Fine brown-glazed red earthenware Late 17th – 19th

century? 
62 203 1 Clay 

tobacco
pipe

Brown-glazed stem tip, medium-
wide bore 

17th – 19th

century 

63 203 1 Pottery White gritty ware, sooted Late 12th – 13th

century 
63 203 21 Pottery Northern gritty wares, including rim 

and bases, mainly from jars, local 
fabrics

12th – 13th

century 

63 203 8 Pottery Lightly gritted wares, including jug 
rim and jug rim ‘second’ 

13th century 

63 203 18 Pottery Partially reduced wares, including 
an unusual jug spout with 
incised/combed decoration, and jug 
strap handle 

Mid 13th – 14th

century 

63 203 2 Pottery Oxidised wares including jug strap 
handle 

14th – 15th

century 
63 203 1 Pottery Reduced greenware Late 14th – 16th

century 
65 203 9 Ceramic 

building
material

Red earthenware roof/floor tile 
fragments 

Medieval?

65 203 1 Ceramic 
building
material

Green-glazed red earthenware floor 
tile fragment 

Medieval

66 203 1 Glass Dark olive green bottle fragment, 
surfaces in poor condition 

17th – 18th

century? 
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67 203 1 Fe Nail Not closely 
dateable 

68 203 1 Cu alloy Charles II of Scotland bawbee 1677-9 (N 
Holmes pers 
comm.) 

69 203 1 Fe Possible knife blade with tang? Not closely 
dateable 

70 203 1 Animal 
Bone

Bird Not closely 
dateable 

70 203 11 Animal 
Bone

Cattle Not closely 
dateable 

70 203 14 Animal 
Bone

Large Mammal Not closely 
dateable 

70 203 2 Animal 
Bone

Medium Mammal Not closely 
dateable 

70 203 1 Animal 
Bone

Pig Not closely 
dateable 

70 203 1 Animal 
Bone

Red Deer Not closely 
dateable 

70 203 3 Animal 
Bone

Sheep/Goat Not closely 
dateable 

70 203 1 Animal 
Bone

Sheep/Goat/Roe Deer Not closely 
dateable 

70 203 23 Animal 
Bone

Unidentified Mammal Not closely 
dateable 

71 203 9 Animal 
Bone

Cattle Not closely 
dateable 

71 203 2 Animal 
Bone

Cattle/Red Deer Not closely 
dateable 

71 203 6 Animal 
Bone

Large Mammal Not closely 
dateable 

71 203 1 Animal 
Bone

Sheep/Goat Not closely 
dateable 

71 203 1 Animal 
Bone

Unidentified Mammal Not closely 
dateable 

72 204 1 Pottery Northern gritty ware narrow-
mouthed jar rim 

12th – mid 13th

century 
72 204 7 Pottery Northern gritty ware splash-glazed 

kitchen ware jars 
13th century 

73 204 3 Ceramic Red earthenware fragments Not closely 
dateable 

74 204 4 Animal 
Bone

Cattle Not closely 
dateable 

74 204 1 Animal 
Bone

Large Mammal Not closely 
dateable 

74 204 1 Animal 
Bone

Sheep/Goat Not closely 
dateable 

74 204 1 Animal 
Bone

Unidentified Mammal Not closely 
dateable 

75 301 14 Pottery Creamware, including 6 plate rims 
with thickened edges 

Late 18th – 19th

century 
75 301 1 Pottery Light blue-glazed white 

earthenware 
19th – 20th

century? 
75 301 1 Pottery Brown-glazed red earthenware 

coarseware base 
Late 17th – early 
20th century 
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75 301 3 Pottery Black-glazed red earthenware 
relatively coarse ware, including 
dish rim with white slip-trailed 
decoration 

Late 17th – early 
20th century 

76 301 3 Clay 
tobacco
pipe

Stem fragments, medium bore 18th – early 20th

century 

77 301 1 Pottery Oxidised ware 15th century 
77 301 1 Pottery Medium coarse sandy ware jug rim Mid 13th – 14th

century 
77 301 1 Pottery Fine coarse sandy ware rim  Mid 13th – 14th

century 
77 301 1 Pottery Medium coarse sandy ware Mid 13th – 14th

century 
77 301 1 Pottery Reduced greenware? 14th – 16th

century? 
78 301 22 Ceramic 

building
material

Red earthenware field drain/roof tile 
fragments 

Post-medieval 

78 301 1 Ceramic 
building
material

Brown-glazed fireclay(?) drain pipe 
fragment

Late 19th – 20th

century 

78 301 1 Ceramic 
building
material

Red earthenware brick fragment Medieval – early 
post-medieval? 

78 301 1 Ceramic 
building
material

Red earthenware roof/floor tile 
fragment

Medieval – early 
post-medieval? 

79 301 1 Glass Dark olive green bottle fragment 18th – 20th

century 
79 301 1 Glass Dark olive green bottle fragment, 

surfaces in poor condition 
17th – 18th

century 
80 301 2 Fe Nails Not closely 

dateable 
80 301 1 Fe Shed surface from water (?) pipe 18th – 20th

century? 
81 301 1 Industrial 

residue 
Clinker Not closely 

dateable 
81 301 1 Fe  Cast iron pipe fragment? Not closely 

dateable 
82 301 8 Animal 

Bone
Cattle Not closely 

dateable 
82 301 1 Animal 

Bone
Cattle/Red Deer Not closely 

dateable 
82 301 3 Animal 

Bone
Large Mammal Not closely 

dateable 
82 301 1 Animal 

Bone
Medium Mammal Not closely 

dateable 
82 301 2 Animal 

Bone
Sheep/Goat Not closely 

dateable 
82 301 3 Animal 

Bone
Unidentified Mammal Not closely 

dateable 
83 303 2 Pottery Creamware Late 18th

century? 
84 303 2 Fe Nail (in two fragments) Not closely 

dateable 
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85 303 1 Animal 
Bone

Large Mammal Not closely 
dateable 

86 305 1 Pottery Red earthenware, missing inner 
surface 

Late 17th – early 
20th century 

86 305 1 Pottery Fine brown-glazed red earthenware 
plate rim with internal white slip 
coating and brown tortoiseshell 
decoration 

18th century? 

86 305 1 Pottery Fine brown-glazed red 
earthenware, not closely dateable, 
but possibly factory-produced? 

Late 18th – early 
20th century? 

87 305 2 Glass Very light turquoise flat window 
pane fragments 

Post-medieval 

87 305 2 Glass Near-colourless flat window pane 
fragments 

Post-medieval 

88 305 1 Fe Nail Not closely 
dateable 

88 305 2 Fe Shed surface from water (?) pipe 18th – 20th

century? 
89 305 1 Stone Cumbrian slate roof tile fragment 

with hole for nail/peg 
Post-medieval? 

90 305 1 Animal 
Bone

Cattle Not closely 
dateable 

90 305 3 Animal 
Bone

Medium Mammal Not closely 
dateable 

90 305 1 Animal 
Bone

Sheep/Goat Not closely 
dateable 

91 307 20 Pottery Partially reduced ware including jug, 
and fragments with applied braids 

Mid 13th – 14th

century 
91 307 7 Pottery Coarse gritty ware, including rim 12th century 
91 307 5 Pottery Lightly gritted ware partially refitting 

jar fragments  
13th century 

91 307 1 Pottery Reduced greenware? Late 14th – 16th

century? 
92 307 12 Ceramic 

building
material

Red earthenware roof/floor tile 
fragments, one with small spots of 
brown glaze 

Medieval?

92 307 2 Ceramic 
building
material

Red earthenware floor tile 
fragments with remains of brown-
glazed surface 

Medieval?

93 307 1 Animal 
Bone

Bantam Not closely 
dateable 

93 307 2 Animal 
Bone

Goat Not closely 
dateable 

93 307 1 Animal 
Bone

Large Mammal Not closely 
dateable 

93 307 11 Animal 
Bone

Medium Mammal Not closely 
dateable 

93 307 2 Animal 
Bone

Pig Not closely 
dateable 

93 307 1 Animal 
Bone

Sheep/Goat Not closely 
dateable 

93 307 1 Animal 
Bone

Unidentified Mammal Not closely 
dateable 

94 307 1 Fe Nail Not closely 
dateable 
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Appendix 4: Environmental samples 
Sample  Context Volume 

(litres)
Description 

1 111 8 Fill of culvert 110 
2 108 9 Medieval layer  
3 305 9 Fill of pit 306 
4 307 10 Fill of pit 308 
5 204 10 Medieval layer 
6 104 18 Post-medieval garden soil 
7 303 10 Fill of ditch 304 
8 104 (from on top 

of 107)
8 Post-medieval garden soil, from on top of cobbled 

surface 

Table 1: Environmental samples (none were waterlogged) 

Sample number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Volume (litres) 3 4 4 3 2 5 3 3 
Bone +++ +++ +++ +++ +++ ++++ +++ ++++ 
Ceramic building material or 
ceramic 

++ +++ ++ +++ ++ ++ + ++ 

Clay tobacco pipe + +    ++  + 
Coal (burnt and unburnt)  +++ +++ +  ++++ ++ +++ 
Copper alloy +  + +  +  + 
Fe + + +++   ++  +++ 
Glass + ++ ++ +  +++ + ++ 
Hazel nutshell (charred)   + + + +   
Medieval pottery +? +  ++ + + + + 
Mortar   ++ +  ++  + 
Pb      +   
Post-medieval pottery + + ++ + + +++ + ++ 
Seeds (charred)    +     
Slag, prill, and hammerscale ++ ++++ +++ +++ ++ +++ ++ +++ 
Stone   +  +    

Table 2: Volume and contents of retents (Key: + = 1-5, ++ = 6-20, +++ = 21-100, 
++++ = >100) 
Sample number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Volume (millilitres) 50 50 100 50 60 80 80 20 
Uncharred plant and insect remains + + +++ ++ + + +++ + 
Bone +  + + +  + + 
Charcoal  +++  +++ +++  +++ + 
Oat (charred)  +  +   +  
Wheat (charred)       +  
Cereal indet. (charred)    ++ + +   
Pea or other legume (charred)     +  +  
Other seed (charred)   + ++ ++ + ++  
Hazel nutshell     +    
Ceramic +    +    
Mortar + +      + 
Slag, prill, and hammerscale  +  + +    
Coal (burnt and unburnt) +++ +++ +++   +++ + +++ 

Table 3: Volume of flots and contents (Key: as for Table 2 for charred seeds; all other 
remains + = 1-5%, ++ = 6-20%, +++ = 21-100%) 
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Sample 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Context Culvert 

111
Medieval
deposit
108

Post-
medieval
feature
305

Medieval
feature
307

Medieval
feature 204 

Garden 
soil 104

Post-
medieval
feature
303

Garden 
soil 104
(on top 
of 107)

Amphibian       Frog or 
toad
humerus

Bird   Digested 
vertebra

  Calcined 
toe

+

Calcined bone + + + + + +   
Cow     Carpal, 

digested by 
dog

   

Duck     Carpometa-
carpus
distal, with 
faecal
concretions,
right on end 
of wing 

   

Faecal content   +  +    
Fish   + + + + + + 
Haddock    Vertebrae     
Herring    Vertebra     
Large mammal  Long 

bone
shaft
fragments

 + + +  Shaft 

Mammal   Long 
bone,
calcined

Long
bone
shaft

  +  

Medium
mammal 

+ Long 
bone
shaft
fragments

 + Skull 
fragment, + 

+  Skull 
fragment

Pig Tooth
fragment

       

Rabbit   Calcined 
scapula

     

Rat    Phalanx     
Rodent  Incisor, 

mouse or 
vole sized 

      

Sheep     Carpal, 
maxillary 
molar

  Incisor, 
young
lamb
ribs 

Sheep-sized 
mammal 

  Ribs      

Vole      Tooth   

Table 4: Bone from flots and retents 
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Figure 1: Site location  
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Plate 1: Part of Hill’s map of 1754 showing the proposed development area, part of 
Boroughgate and the boundary of the castle park with earthworks beyond  

Plate 2: Part of the Tithe Map of 1843 (CRO(K) WDRC/8/26 1843) showing the 
proposed development area  
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Plate 3: Part of the Ordnance Survey map of c1859 showing the proposed 
development area  

Plate 4: Part of the Ordnance Survey map of 1861 showing the proposed 
development area  
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Plate 5: Part of the Ordnance Survey map of 1899 showing the proposed 
development area  

Plate 6: Part of the Ordnance Survey map of 1911 showing the proposed 
development area  
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Plate 7: Part of the Ordnance Survey map of 1913 showing the proposed 
development area   
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Plate 8: Stone edging 103 and rubble 102

Plate 9: Cobbled surface 107 in Trench 1  
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Plate 10: Detail of culvert 110 following removal of fill 111 in Trench 1  

Plate 11: Trench 2 following the removal of topsoil 201
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Plate 12: Wall cut 304 in Trench 3  

Plate 13: Pit 306 in Trench 3  
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Plate 14: Pit 308 in Trench 3  

Plate 15: Outbuildings to the north-east  
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Plate 16: A selection of the post-medieval pottery (all from garden soil 104 with the 
exception of the slip-trailed fragment in the top right-hand corner (unstratified), the 

slip-trailed fragment to the bottom left of it (topsoil 301), and the tin-glazed 
earthenware rim below this (topsoil 101)

Plate 17: A selection of the decorated medieval pottery (all from medieval pit fill 307
except the second from the left on the top row (medieval deposit 108), the incised 

fragment to the right of this and green-glazed fragment below this, and the fragment 
in the bottom right (all from medieval deposit 203)
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Plate 18: A selection of rims from medieval pottery vessels (all from medieval deposit 
203, except the rim in the centre of the top row (medieval rubbish deposit 204), the 

rim to the right of the decorated spout and the rim in the bottom left corner (both from 
medieval pit fill 307), the small abraded rim to the right of the bottom left hand corner 
(from the retent of medieval deposit 108), and the rim in the centre of the right hand 

side (topsoil 301)

Plate 19: A selection of handles and bases from medieval pottery vessels (all from 
medieval pit fill 307, except the handle terminal and thumbed base on the left 

(medieval deposit 108) and the green-glazed handle with incised decoration and the 
handle terminal below it (both from medieval deposit 203)
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Plates 20 and 21: Coin from medieval dumped deposit 203 before treatment (photos by 
Mags Felter of YAT) 

Plates 22 and 23: Coin from medieval dumped deposit 203 after treatment, subsequently 
identified as Charles II of Scotland bawbee, 1677-9 (N Holmes pers comm.) (photos by 

Mags Felter of YAT) 


