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ARCHAEOLOGICAL BUILDING ASSESSMENT OF 
48 PARK ROAD, WELLINGBOROUGH,  NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

FEBRUARY 2011  
 

Abstract 
 
A building assessment recorded the remains of a brick building of late nineteenth-
century date. The building has been substantially altered and retains evidence of former 
openings on the ground floor, however, it retains almost no fixtures and fittings internally 
which indicate its original function.        
   
 
 

1 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The town of Wellingborough lies approximately ten miles (fifteen kilometres) north-east 

of Northampton (NGR SP 89190 68240; Fig 1).  A brick workshop to the rear of a corner 
property on the junction of Park Road and Upper Havelock Street has planning consent 
to be converted to residential use (WP/2010/0527) and though permission has been 
granted a request has been made by the Assistant Archaeological Advisor, 
Northamptonshire County Council that the building should be recorded due to it 
potentially containing evidence of former use.  This decision was based on the inclusion 
of the workshop in an English Heritage Survey (EH 2000).  This record was made by 
Northamptonshire Archaeology (NA) after being commissioned to do so by the client.        

 
1.2 A single site visit was made on 3 February 2011 to assess and record the structure of 

the workshop as it survived and to determine, if possible, the date of the various phases 
of construction.  The record conforms broadly to that of Level III of the English Heritage 
guidelines (EH 2006a).                 

 
 
 
2 OBJECTIVES AND METHODOLOGY 
 
 
2.1 The general objectives of the recording were:  

• To establish an accurate archaeological record of the building to English 
Heritage Level III (EH 2006a, section 5), by means of annotated phase plans 
and sections illustrating vertical relationships through the building. Drawings 
were made at an appropriate scale, of no less than 1:100. 

• To undertake a comprehensive photographic survey of the building in its 
present condition using digital colour and black and white negative film.  

• To undertake detailed recording of significant structural features, including any 
architectural detailing and decoration, timber framing, graffiti, ritual marks or 
carpenter marks.  

2.2 The drawn record was based upon the architect’s plans as produced for the planning 
application. The accuracy of the plans was checked and they were annotated and 
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amended to produce an accurate archaeological building record. 

2.3 All works were conducted in accordance with the English Heritage procedural document, 
The Management of Research Projects on the Historic Environment (EH 2006b, revised 
2009) and the Institute for Archaeologists Standard and Guidance for the archaeological 
investigation and recording of standing buildings or structures (IfA revised 2008).    

 
A desk-based assessment was not specifically requested, but a brief search has been 
undertaken at the Northamptonshire Record Office (NRO) and digital versions of the 
1810, 1850 and 1880 Ordnance Survey maps held by NA were used. 
 

 
 
3 DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT 
 
3.1 The earliest map of Wellingborough consulted for this research is the 1810 Ordnance 

Survey Preparatory map (Fig 2).  It shows the area to the north of the town centre to be 
relatively undeveloped with none of the grid of streets now present, and Park Road 
appears to be in an area of fields to the north of the town.  There are no buildings 
marked in the location of the building which is the subject of this study.     

 
3.2 The First Edition Ordnance Survey map of 1880 shows a significant change in the area 

north of the town centre (Fig 3).  Park Road and Upper Havelock Street are clearly 
marked with some development along the west side of the former, but very little along 
the east side, apart from close to the junction with Havelock Street.  A roughly triangular 
block of land to the south of the latter remains undeveloped, and the land immediately to 
the north is shown planted with trees.  The scale of the map makes it difficult to 
determine with absolute accuracy, but it does appear that the building which is the 
subject of this report is present to the rear of the property situated on the corner of the 
two roads, on the north-east corner of the junction.  Each of the houses on the north side 
of Upper Havelock Street appears to have a building at the bottom of the rear yard, 
though whether these are small workshops or simply outhouses and privies is 
impossible to say. 

 
3.3 The English Heritage Boot and Shoe Industry Rapid Survey Record suggests that the 

building was associated with that industry on the basis of its external appearance, and 
the fact that in Kelly’s Directory there are six boot upper closers listed for Park Road, 
although no specific properties can be identified since there are no numbers listed (EH 
2000, see Appendix).                         

 
 
 
4 BUILDING ASSESSMENT 
 
4.1  The building is a simple rectangular structure with its long axis parallel to Park Road, 

and perpendicular to Upper Havelock Street behind a shop and residential property at 
the junction of the two roads (Fig 1, Plate 1).  The workshop is contemporary with the 
adjoining building which is now separately owned, there is a stone datestone inscribed 
with the name Park House and the date 1881 in the west elevation at first floor level (its 
inclusion on the 1880 Ordnance Survey map is not necessarily problematic since the 
datestone would have been added towards the end of the build, obviously after the 
ground floor was in place, and the survey for the map conducted when work had already 
been started to build it).  The corner property is faced with buff coloured bricks and 
retains stone lintels and a canted bay window in the west elevation on the ground floor.  



48 PARK ROAD, WELLINGBOROUGH  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Northamptonshire Archaeology Report 11/33 Page 3 of 8 

 

It appears always to have been a shop placed conveniently on the junction of the roads, 
presumably with living accommodation above and behind, with the workshop to the rear 
of that.   

 
The workshop is constructed of red brick (230mm x 75mm x 110mm) laid in Flemish 
garden wall bond.  There are openings on the ground floor on the west side only, the 
north gable end and east side are blank with no present or former openings (Figs 4 and 
5, Plates 2 and 3).  An integral alleyway is located at the north end ground floor which 
leads to the adjoining property on the east side, this was not accessed as the gate onto 
the pavement was locked at the time of the survey, but a photograph was taken over the 
timber gate (Plate 4).  The building is roofed with blue slate, probably Welsh in origin, 
with Staffordshire blue ceramic ridge tiles.  A yard separates the workshop from Park 
Road, this is mainly concreted now though there are a few Staffordshire blue pavers with 
a diamond pattern surface indicating that this may be the original surface.        

 
4.2 The ground floor; exterior. 
       The west side of the building presently retains a double door which is not original.  It has 

been made by joining two adjacent arched openings with the intermediate red brick pier 
being removed, and a modern RSJ being inserted above (Fig 5, Plate 6).  Three further 
openings existed in this elevation, two are now completely blocked, the third has been 
made into a window.   

 
That closest to the southern end had a segmental arch constructed of buff coloured 
bricks laid in two courses on edge (240mm x 75mm x 110mm).  The opening, which is 
presumed to have been a window has been infilled with brickwork (Fig 5, Plate 5).  There 
is no evidence now for a sill, either of shaped brick or timber, but the vertical scars of the 
jambs can be seen clearly stopping seven courses above present external ground level 
indicating that it was not a doorway.  Above the arch of the former opening is a remnant 
of lead flashing which appears to have sealed the junction between the wall and roof of a 
small building built against the west side of the workshop; no indication of this remains 
now apart from this flashing and some indication that the added structure had white 
painted walls.  Above and to the right of the flashing is a rainwater hopper which serves 
the guttering on the east side of the building and which is served by a downpipe located 
within the building (see below, section 4.4).    

 
To the immediate north, with a narrow brick pier between, is a slightly higher arch, 
segmental on the soffit but flat on the upper edge, above another opening, also 
apparently a tall window since it does not appear to have reached the ground (Fig 5, 
Plate 5).  This has at some stage been converted to take a timber framed window of 
currently four lights, though originally of a different configuration.  Each side, now a 
single pane, was originally four panes, the scars of the glazing bars just being visible in 
the jambs and mullions.  The lower central single pane was likewise subdivided, this time 
originally into two.  The upper central pane always appears to have been a single pane, 
and this was the only section which seems to have opened, an iron pin for a pierced 
catch stay is still present on the upper edge of the transom, whilst there are two empty 
shallow sockets in the lintel which held hinges, indicating that the window opened 
outwards and was hinged at the top.   
 
To the left, separated by another brick pier is a double doorway, and it is assumed that 
this has always been a doorway though the south jamb is smeared with cement and 
obscured by a vertical timber bolted to the wall making it difficult to be certain whether or 
not the jamb always extended to the ground (Fig 5, Plate 6).  It was originally flanked on 
its north side by a single doorway, and although the intervening pier has been removed 
the widths of the openings can be seen from the remaining arches above.  Since the 
removal of the pier the opening has been supported by an RSJ.  This widened opening 
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is fitted with a modern three-leaf timber door of vertical planks on the exterior, ledged 
and braced on the interior.  There are two tie rods above this widened opening, one 
towards the south is a circular cast iron disc, the other, above the former pier comprises 
two flat bars laid cross-wise.  They might have been added after the alterations which 
could have affected the structural integrity of the building.      
 
The north end of this elevation, to the south of the covered alleyway under the north 
gable end, is now completely obscured by a modern outside lavatory constructed in 
breeze block with a corrugated plastic flat roof (Figs 4 and 5, Plate 7).  The interior of this 
structure is painted white and fitted with modern sanitary ware, but the segmental arch 
and jambs of another single doorway can be seen in the east wall (the west wall of the 
workshop), but was not photographed since when the door of the lavatory was opened 
against the wall the evidence was obscured.   
 
The alleyway opening is a simple timber lintel with a chamfered lower edge (Plate 4).  It 
is flanked on both sides with brick walls capped with Staffordshire blue saddleback 
copings and paved with brick, both of which may be original.  The alleyway is closed off 
at the street end with a full height timber gate, and another timber door flush with the 
west elevation.   
 
The north gable end and the east side could only be observed from the car park of the 
adjoining property to the north, and was not examined closely, though it could be seen 
that the walls had no openings (Plate 3).            

 
 

4.3 The ground floor; interior. 
This comprises at present a single room though there is evidence of alteration and 
former subdivision (Fig 4).  Currently it contains only a modern, commercially made, 
kitchen unit with a stainless steel sink in the north-west corner with a modern cupboard 
above and a small shelf against the north wall, and a timber staircase at the south end 
with a built-in cupboard beneath (Plates 8 and 9).  The latter is modern and the sides of 
the cupboard are made of plywood.  It is assumed, through lack of evidence to the 
contrary, that this staircase, though modern, is in the same location as an original 
version, and is probably a simple re-build of an earlier example.  The walls are thickly 
painted white, possibly over limewash.   
 
The floor is predominantly tarmac over brick with an area of concrete towards the 
southern end against the east wall.  There was originally a fireplace against this wall 
towards the south of the room, and the north end of the building appears to have been 
subdivided into two narrow sections, with thin brick walls between (Fig 4).  This is 
evidenced by the very faint stubs of cut off brick in the east wall which are in alignment 
with the piers between the two northernmost brick doorways (Fig 4).  The reasons for 
this remain obscure, the two rooms would have had not natural light unless the doors 
were glazed in part, and appear to have been accessed only by the single doorways in 
the east wall, so perhaps they were small store rooms, though why two were needed is 
uncertain, and why so small is equally unclear.   
 
The remainder of the room appears to have been a single space lit by the two windows 
and accessed by the double doorway, and heated by the fireplace.  The latter has been 
entirely removed and only faint scars of the chimney breast can be seen in the east wall, 
the hearth is no longer present and lay within the area of modern concrete floor.     
 
The ceiling is of painted timber boards aligned along the long axis of the room and 
appears to be original; a later strip of wood has been added in the location of the 
southernmost of the two dividing brick walls after that wall was removed.  The wall 
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between the two small rooms does not appear to have reached the ceiling as there is no 
added strip in the position of the dividing wall.   The iron bars of tie rods are visible just 
below ceiling height, the circular plate and cross bars of which can be seen on the west 
elevation.  The room has fluorescent strip lights on the ceiling and other modern 
electrical fittings on the walls.    
 
 

4.4 The first floor; exterior. 
 The first floor of the west elevation is of a regular composition in contrast to the ground 

floor, with four, equally sized and spaced windows set immediately beneath the eaves 
(Fig 5, Plate 10).    

  
The windows are of the same configuration as the ground floor window, and have all 
been similarly altered suggesting that they may all have been replaced when the ground 
floor window was inserted, and they all show signs of being previously subdivided in the 
same way as that previously described.  All have Staffordshire blue canted brick sills.    

 
 The north gable wall and east elevation are blank, the south wall is the adjoining wall of 

the property to the south.   
 
4.5 The first floor, interior. 
 This is a single space, like the ground floor, though here apparently always so and 

showing no signs of being subdivided originally, though there is a partial modern 
partition made of sawn pine studwork partly covered with plasterboard sheets (Fig 4, 
Plate 11).  The chimney breast is still present against the east wall and contained a tiny, 
narrow fireplace, now blocked (Plate 12).  The chimney breast is stepped out for five 
courses before rising through the roof.  The fireplace opening was only 290mm wide and 
67mm high, the hearth slab is cement and is 450mm wide and 330mm deep.  The floor 
is of narrow pine boards aligned along the long axis of the room indicating that the joists 
are aligned east-west.  Above the blocked fireplace opening is a modern shelf fitted to 
timber battons and the wall surface above that is tiled with modern white glazed tiles.     

 
The staircase opening is protected by a simple, square section, newel post at the top of 
the stairs and the long side boarded in with a plywood sheet.  The west end has modern 
turned balusters.   Above the stairs the downpipe carrying water from the gutters on the 
east side of the building crosses this wall internally and exits through the west wall 
beneath the southernmost window (Fig 5, Plate 11).  It is not clear why this should be 
configured in such a way, but presumably there was a good reason when it was built that 
precluded the possibility of having the downpipe externally on the east side.    
 
The ceiling is covered in what appears to be hardboard sheets painted white, so the 
construction of the roof could not be observed although a flat underside beneath the 
ridge suggests a collar in this position.  There is a single, possibly original, skylight in the 
east side to the north of the chimney breast (Plate 13).  It has a simple, iron catch above 
a pulley which appears to have retained a rope fitted to the lower end of the opening bar.   

 
 The windows have previously been described and are identical to that on the ground 

floor, the only additional evidence being a single surviving pierced catch stay with a 
monkey tail end which is twisted near the spiral end to afford some decoration (Plate 14). 

 
 A free-standing timber bench is placed under the windows in the east wall towards the 

south end; it is modern.  
 

There are no scars on the walls or floor which might indicate the positions of former 
benches, machinery or other equipment.          
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5 CONCLUSIONS 
 
5.1 The workshop at the rear of Park House, Upper Havelock Street was almost certainly 

built at the same time as that property in 1881, and may have operated as part of the 
local boot and shoe industry.  There is no clear evidence to support this theory, and it is 
equally possible that the workshop was for another profession and comprised a well-lit 
workroom on the first floor with storage below, though the lack of both in situ and 
documentary evidence makes either theory possible.  It was clearly not intended for 
living accommodation, although a fireplace on each floor was part of the original design, 
and the workshop was not linked internally to the rear of the main property.  It is also 
possible that it was intended as a letting property to provide additional income, and 
never was directly linked to the shop front.                          

 
5.2 Structurally it is clear that the building has undergone significant changes, primarily on 

the ground floor with changes to openings on that elevation.  Whilst these have been 
observed and recorded it has not been possible to determine quite how the ground floor 
functioned since the internal space has been completely denuded of any original fixtures 
or fittings.      

 
5.3 The first floor, whilst retaining some evidence of the space is equally barren of evidence 

which might indicate how it was used.  All that can be said is that it was accessed via a 
staircase located at the southern end, was lit by windows on the east side and had a 
small fireplace.      

 
5.4 Unless, or until, further documentary evidence comes to light its original purpose and 

function remains uncertain.             
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APPENDIX 1 
 

Parish: WELLINGBOROUGH  Address: 1-27 (odd) UPPER HAVELOCK STREET  
 
Site no: 17  District: Wellingborough  County: Northamptonshire  
 
NGR: SP 8919 6823  NBR No: 103729  Protection:  
 
Earliest phase: 1881  Historic name(s): Havelock Buildings; Park Crescent  
 Buildings (inc. Park Crescent House)  
 
Building type(s): boot & shoe factory / workshop / curriers / grindery / leather warehouse / other:  
house  
 
Condition: good / fair / poor / derelict / facade  
 
Current use: leather trades / other industrial / offices / domestic / (part) vacant  
 
Suitability for further recording: high / medium / low / nil  
 
 
HISTORY & DOCUMENTATION  
1881  1 Upper Havelock St built  
 (datestone)  
1885  ‘Havelock Buildings’ & ‘Park  
 Crescent Buildings’, including  
 backyard workshops, shown (OS 
 1:500, XXXIX.7.12)  
1890  Six boot upper closers listed in Park  
 Rd, none in (Upper) Havelock St  
 (Kelly’s)  
1899  One additional rear range shown  
 (OS 1:2500, XXXIX.7)  
1906  ? William Wills, boot & shoe  
 maker, Upper Havelock St (Kelly’s)  
1924  Minor additions since 1899 (OS  
 1:2500) 
1999  Multiple occupants  
 
 
DESCRIPTION & ANALYSIS (buildings are of brick, with Welsh slate roofs, unless stated otherwise)  
 
Havelock Buildings (1-17 Upper Havelock St), and Park Crescent Buildings (19-27 Upper Havelock St), 
are two roughly contemporary terraces of two-storeyed houses, arranged for the most part as reflecting 
pairs. No. 1, occupying the corner at the junction of Upper Havelock St with Park Road, is larger and 
incorporates a shop. Park Crescent House (No. 23) is dated 1881, while the remaining houses were all 
present by 1885 (OS). Some of the houses were either built with, or had acquired by 1885, rear ranges 
over and above domestic requirements. The most substantial of these was attached to No. 1, and has large 
windows and a taking-in doorway indicative of industrial use. By the same date there were also thirteen 
workshops arranged in two rows, separated from the yards of the houses by alleys accessible from Park 
Road via a passage beneath the rear range of No. 1. Taken together, the development, which is divided by 
an unnamed access road extending northwards from Upper Havelock Street, has the appearance of a 
single entity, and it seems likely that the workshops were intended for boot and shoemaking. Directory 
references are hard to pin down in the absence of precise addresses, but in 1890 there were six boot upper 

 
           MF99/01336/34
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closers listed in Park Road, the address most likely to reflect the commercial use of the premises 
(Kelly’s).  
 
The rear range of No. 1 has a six-bay west front facing Park Road. The 1885 OS map shows a division in 
the rear range, which may correspond to a block-bonded joint on the west front. South of the joint, the 
two bays closest to the house appear to provide two rooms per floor, heated from a stack wall dividing the 
two bays. The remaining four bays appear to be an addition made between 1881 and 1885; they have, on 
the first floor, large window openings with blue brick sills. The ground floor of the workshop bays is 
obscured by the boundary wall and various later additions and it is unclear whether they originally 
provided a single unit or a series of small workshops.  
 
 
Recorded by: JC / KH / AM / AW, November 1999    PP,  
NMR Neg Nos: large-format:       35mm: MF99/01336/34 
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First floor interior, fireplace in east     Plate 12
wall, looking south-east



First Floor interior, skylight, looking east     Plate 13

First floor, window catch stay     Plate 14
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