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1 Overview 

1.1 This Data Structure Report presents the findings of a programme of archaeological 
excavation required by John Wilson & Sons in respect of the underpinning and stabilisation 
of the vestry wall of St Peter’s Parish Church (NMRS NT18SW.3.0), Inverkeithing, Fife (NGR: 
NT 1305 8295). The archaeological works are designed to mitigate the impact on the 
archaeological remains within the development area. 

1.2 The area concerned is the southern end of the single storey vestry which is located to the 
rear of the church. Cracking is evident in the eastern wall face and it has been determined 
that a 2.5m stretch of the wall may need to be underpinned to help prevent further damage. 
The depth of the upstanding wall foundations is currently not known and hence the 
necessary depth of excavations to provide a face from which the wall can be underpinned is 
uncertain. 

1.3 Fife Council and Historic Scotland required that archaeological works be undertaken. The 
Fife Council Archaeology Service who advise Fife Council on archaeological matters 
provided guidance on the structure of archaeological mitigation required on this site during 
investigative stages of works. 

1.4 Rathmell Archaeology Ltd has been appointed to act with regard to the archaeological 
condition by John Wilson & Sons. The project works described below define the proposed 
Archaeological Monitoring that has been designed to comply with the identified requirements 
of the Fife Archaeology Service, archaeological advisor to planning authority, Fife Council. 

1.5 Archaeological and Historical Background 
1.5.1 The church is situated in the Royal Burgh of Inverkeithing, which was granted burgh status 

by David I in the twelfth century, and had its burgh status confirmed by William I and James 
VI & I. 

1.5.2 There has been a church on the site of the present church since AD1244 when it was 
dedicated to St Peter. The present church was built in AD1827 after the previous one had 
been burnt down. The tower attached to the western end of the church is from the fourteenth 
century, although there is a suggestion that it may be 15th century (Millar 1895). There is also 
the suggestion that the body of the church had previously been rebuilt but the tower was 
retained, prior to the fire of AD1825, as the tower is described as very ancient in comparison 
to the body of the church (Robertson 1791-1799). 

1.5.3 General cartographic evidence (Figures 1a-f) indicates that the study area has been the site 
of a church since the seventeenth century. 

2 Project Works 

2.1 A programme of preliminary investigative works agreed with the Fife Council Archaeology 
Service and Historic Scotland that was anticipated to fully satisfy the requirements of Fife 
Council and Historic Scotland were undertaken. These works agreed through a Written 
Scheme of Investigation included: 

a) undertake an the hand excavation of a trench 1 by 1m to an appropriate depth 
necessary to expose wall footings and a sufficient depth for underpinning works; 

b) removal of skeletal material and archaeological features exposed by the excavation 
and the recovery of: a representative sample of sediments; artefacts and skeletal 
material (see Section 3.3); 

c) monitoring of underpinning work to record and recover sediments and materials 
extracted by the construction team from beneath the existing wall; 
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Figure 1a: Ainslie 1775 Figure 1b: 1856 1st Edition Ordnance Survey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1c: 1898 2nd Edition Ordnance Survey Figure 1d: 1928 Ordnance Survey 
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d) undertaking preliminary site reporting to: detail the works as implemented; character 
of archaeology excavated and preserved; the materials (artefacts, ecofacts, 
sediment samples and records) recovered; 

2.2 All works complied with Fife Archaeology Service Standard Conditions, the Institute of Field 
Archaeology’s Standards and Policy Statements and Code of Conduct and Historic Scotland 
Policy Statements. 

3 Findings: Monitoring 

3.1 In keeping with the on-site discussions prior to the works starting, a 1m2 pit was excavated 
centred on the southern corner of the vestry recess (Figure 2). The top stratigraphy is dark 
black brown clay silt [101] with frequent inclusions of flint gravel and glass fragments, 
measuring approximately 50mm deep. This overlay [102], which was mid brown silty sandy 
clay with moderate amount of stone rubble inclusions, with occasional oyster shell, white 
china and glass shards. A large amount of disarticulated skeletal material was also present 
within [102]. 

3.2 At 500mm deep in the 1m2 pit a large carved stone [104] was recorded, measuring 750mm 
by 540mm, filling the majority of the pit (Figure 3a). The stone was made of sandstone and 
had either been square or rectangular in shape but had been broken along its southern edge. 
The other sides were nicely carved. Due to [104] filling the test pit an extension was dug 
along the wall southwards.  

3.3 The extension showed the same stratigraphy down to depth of 630mm, where a foundation 
stone [105] was recorded (Figure 3b). [105] measured greater than 300mm in wide and 
length, its true width and length being hidden by the vestry wall and [104]. A second smaller 
foundation stone [106] was situated to the south of [105] with a third stone evident in the 
section of the pit. 

3.4 A second extension was dug out from the wall to allow for space to dig down the front of 
[104] and [105]; this was dug to an approximate depth of 1m and showed that [105] sat on 
[102] (Figure 3c). 

4 Discussion 

4.1 The top layer of strata is [101] shows evidence of previous attempts to gravel the surface 
with imported flint gravel, that has since been mixed with the soil.  

4.2 [102] appears to be a mixed soil, with the remnants of rubble, probably from the construction 
of the church and vestry and shards of relatively modern white glazed ceramic and glass 
shards, which were recovered from a depth of up to 900mm. The construction works would 
also explain the presence of disarticulated skeletal material which would have been disturbed 
during the construction. 

4.3 The corner stone [104] appears to have been originally of a plinth or possibly grave furniture 
but was broken and reused as a foundation stone. The other foundation stones [105] and 
[106] appear to be part of a band of foundation stones along the wall. 
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Figure 2: Plan of the Trench 
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Figure 3a: Corner Stone Figure 3b: Extension with Foundation Stone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3c: Second Extension Figure 3d: Foundation stone in section 

 



Data Structure Report – St Peter’s Parish Church, Inverkeithing 

 Rathmell Archaeology Ltd, Page 8 of 11 

5 Conclusion 

5.1 A programme of archaeological works was undertaken in the Graveyard of St Peter’s Parish 
Church, Inverkeithing, Fife (NGR NT1305 8295), on behalf of John Wilson & Sons. The 
works were carried out from the 13th to the 14th February 2007. 

6.2 The works uncovered no archaeological features, though did expose the foundation stones 
for the vestry. No articulated skeletons were exposed in the trench however an amount of 
disarticulated skeletal material was recovered that may indicate the disturbance of graves 
during the building of the vestry. The disturbance is also shown by the presence of modern 
white ceramic and glass detritus within the pit. 
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Appendix 1: Record Summaries 

Context Register 
Context 
No. 

Interpretation Description 

101 Overlying soil in 
graveyard 

Dark brown/black clayey silt with very frequent 
inclusions of gravel flint and glass fragments. 
Measures approximately 50mm thick. 

102 Mixed redeposited 
graveyard material 
 

Mid brown silty sandy clay with moderate amounts of 
medium sized rubble inclusions. Also occasional 
inclusions of glass and white china fragments. Also 
contained a large amount of disarticulated human 
bone. Depth undetermined, but measures at least 
900mm deep. 

103 Grave headstone Flat rectangular sandstone slab measuring 960mm 
long, 80mm thick and 370mm in height. Partially 
buried by (101) and (102). Weathered inscription on 
the face of the slab. 

104 Reused foundation 
stone. Possibly 
originally grave 
furniture.  

Broken sandstone slab, could have originally been 
either square or rectangular; it has been broken on its 
eastern edge. Measures 750mm long, by 540mm 
wide and 180mm thick. The other edges are flared 
and bevelled. Used as a foundation stone, positioned 
under the corner of the vestry.   

105 Foundation stone Flat rectangular sandstone slab measuring 300mm 
wide and greater than 300mm long; partially 
underlying slab [104] so length undetermined. Slate 
packing sitting on top of stone between it and the 
overlying vestry wall. 

106 Foundation stone Small rectangular sandstone block, partially 
degraded. Located south of [105]. Small in sized 
relative to other foundation stones [104] and [105]. 

Drawing Register 
Drawing 
No. 

Sheet 
No. 

Drawing 
Type 

Scale Description Drawer Date 

1 1 Plan 1:20 Post excavation plan of test 
pit showing foundation stones 
[104] – [106] 

DG & 
AG 

14/02/07 

Photographic Register 
Image 
No. 

Description From Date 

1 Gravestone before removal E 13/02/07
2 Test pit after removal of spit 1 E 13/02/07
3 Test pit after removal of spit 2, showing foundation stone 

[104] 
E 13/02/07

4 Test pit with extension 1 after removal of spit 2 E 14/02/07
5 Test pit after removal of spit 3 E 14/02/07
6 Test pit extension 2 after removal of spit 3 E 14/02/07
7 Post excavation shot of test pit E 14/02/07
8 General Shot of Test pit E 14/02/07
9 General Shot of Test pit E 14/02/07
10 General Shot of Test pit N 14/02/07
11 Graveslab E 14/02/07
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Appendix 2: Discovery & Excavation in Scotland 

 
LOCAL AUTHORITY: Fife 
PROJECT TITLE/SITE 
NAME: 

St Peter’s Parish Church 

PARISH: Inverkeithing 
NAME OF 
CONTRIBUTOR: 

Douglas Gordon 

NAME OF 
ORGANISATION: 

Rathmell Archaeology Limited 

TYPE(S) OF PROJECT: Mitigation 
NMRS NO(S): NT18SW.3.0, NT18SW.3.1 
SITE/MONUMENT 
TYPE(S): 

Church / Graveyard 

SIGNIFICANT FINDS: None 
NGR (2 letters, 6 figures) NT 130 829 
START DATE (this season) 13th February 2007 
END DATE (this season) 14th February 2007 
PREVIOUS WORK (incl. 
DES ref.) 

None 

PROPOSED FUTURE 
WORK: 

 

MAIN (NARRATIVE) 
DESCRIPTION: (may 
include information from 
other fields) 

A programme of archaeological works was undertaken in 
the Graveyard of St Peter’s Parish Church, Inverkeithing, 
Fife (NGR NT1305 8295), on behalf of John Wilson & 
Sons. The works were carried out from the 13th to the 14th 
February 2007. 

The works uncovered no archaeological features, though 
did expose the foundation stones for the vestry. No 
articulated skeletons were exposed in the trench however 
an amount of disarticulated skeletal material was 
recovered that may indicate the disturbance of graves 
during the building of the vestry. The disturbance is also 
shown by the presence of modern white ceramic and 
glass material within the pit. 

PROJECT CODE: 06077 
SPONSOR OR FUNDING 
BODY: 

John Wilson & Sons 

ADDRESS OF MAIN 
CONTRIBUTOR: 

10 Ashgrove Workshops, Kilwinning, Ayrshire KA13 6PU 

E MAIL: contact@rathmell-arch.co.uk 
ARCHIVE LOCATION 
(intended/deposited) 

Report to Fife Council Archaeology Service and archive to 
National Monuments Record of Scotland. 
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Contact Details 

Rathmell Archaeology can be contacted at its Registered Office or through the web: 

Rathmell Archaeology Ltd 
10 Ashgrove Workshops 
Kilwinning 
Ayrshire 
KA13 6PU 
 
www.rathmell-arch.co.uk 
 
t.: 01294 542848 f.: 01294 542849 
m.: 07817 334907 e.: contact@rathmell-arch.co.uk 
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