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	Description of works.
The groundworks associated with the development of the former Quay Travel Site, Kingsbridge were monitored and recorded by South West Archaeology (SWARCH) staff. The work conformed to a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) drawn up by SWARCH in consultation with the Devon County Historic Environment Service (DCHES)

Excavation was carried out by a swing shovel equipped with a toothless grading bucket under constant archaeological supervision.
An area of 10m NW-SE by 5m NE-SW was affected by the part of the development subject to watching brief. It was covered by modern tarmac and concrete floors at the level of existing pavements adjoining the site, and had been partly within a building which had partially demolished prior to the commencement of the watching brief.
The groundworks for the development necessitated level reduction of between 0.7m-0.9m and the stratigraphy revealed was as follows:

Below the tarmac was a 0.5m thick layer of mixed modern levelling consisting of hardcore and demolition material. 
Below this levelling lay a hard surface of compact but crumbly dirty grey lime mortar flecked with black and brown, and  blackened by soot or oil on the upper surface. This mortar was 30-40mm thick.
The mortar surface was compressed directly onto a deposit of brown sandy clay. This deposit was damp, soft and very spongy in consistency. It contained frequent black mottling, coal fragments and flecks of mortar, fragments of ceramic building material (some which were water-worn) and sea-shells. Also present were lenses of grit and water-worn stones, and lenses of firm brown clay and shale. This strata was interpreted as a reclamation deposit relating to the creation of new quays from the  17th century. The full depth of this deposit was not observed, as only the upper 0.2m of it was disturbed by groundwork. Engineer’s borehole logs suggested that reclamation deposits at this location were up to 1.8m in depth, any earlier archaeological features would therefore only have been visible at that depth.
Within the site running along the SW and SE boundaries of the area subject to level reduction the foundations of walls 0.8m wide were revealed. These were constructed of large shale slabs bonded with mid brown clay. These footings extended to greater depth than the present groundwork. There were no signs of any different phases of build within this foundation. These were likely to have been the rear walls of a building shown on the 1884 OS map. There were no traces of the waterfront- facing NE and NW walls of this building, these presumably lay further to the NE and NW outside the area of the site.

The mortar surface revealed beneath 0.5m of modern demolition was likely to have been an internal floor for this building. 
	Reference.

	Date.
of site visit(s)

22.02.06
23.02.06

	Recorder (name and organisation)
Jon Freeman (SWARCH)
	Date sent to HER
08.08.06



