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1.0 Introduction

Location: Virworthy Wharf
Parish: Pancrasweek
District: Torridge
County: Devon
NGR: SS29841026

1.1 Background

South West Archaeology (SWARCH) was commissioned by Mr Peter Mugford of North
Cornwall District Council (the client), to undertake historic building recording of the barn
at Virworthy Wharf, Sutcombe, Holsworthy, Devon prior to its renovation.
The work conforms to a Written Scheme of Investigation (Appendix 2) which accords
with a brief issued by Devon County Historic Environment Service (Appendix 1).
The barn stands on a former wharf associated with the Alfardisworthy branch of the
Bude Canal, which was opened in the 1820s in order to import large volumes of lime and
sea sand into the agricultural hinterland of north Devon, and which closed in the late
1890s as a result of competition from the railway.

This branch of the Bude canal was built as a navigable feeder. Its main purpose was to
carry water from the reservoir constructed about quarter mile up the valley to the main
Holsworthy line of the canal; but it was also large enough to be navigated by tub-boats.
The wharf had here, for a few brief years a vitalising effect on the local economy. The
sand was brought in by the tub-boats and collected by cart for distribution to nearby
farms. Other heavy goods such as coal and timber also arrived by water. The wharf
building is typical of those on the Bude canal. It was used for storing perishable or
valuable goods. (From display board within the barn)

1.3 Methodology

The building was visited on 21st May 2008.
The building survey was conducted by Colin Humphreys and was based on RCHME
guidelines and conformed to Level 1 of English Heritage recording levels (Understanding
Historic Buildings: A guide to good recording practice 2006).
.
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Plate 1: Virworthy Wharf viewed from the north west.

Plate 2: Front west wall of barn viewed from the west.
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Plate 3: North west corner of the barn viewed from the north west.

Plate 4: South west corner of the barn viewed from the south west.

South West Archaeology 7



Plate 5: Interior north east corner viewed from the south west.

Plate 6: Interior south west corner viewed from the north east.
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Appendix 1 
 
BRIEF FOR HISTORIC BUILDING RECORDING 
Location: Virworthy Wharf, Sutcombe, Holsworthy, Devon 
Parish: Pancrasweek 
District: Torridge 
County: Devon 
NGR: SS29841026 
Planning Application no: 1/1484/2007/FUL 
Proposal: Repair of stone barn 
Historic Environment Service ref: ARCH.DC.TO.12913 
 
1. INTRODUCTION AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 
1.1 This brief has been prepared by the Devon County Council Historic Environment Service (HES), at the 
request of Peter Mugford of North Cornwall District Council, with regard to the archaeological works - in this 
case a programme of historic building fabric recording - required as a condition of planning consent for the 
above works at Virworthy Wharf. 
1.2 In accordance with PPG15 (1994) Planning and the Historic Environment, PPG16 (1990) Archaeology 
and Planning Policy and the Local Development Framework Policy on archaeology, consent has been 
granted, conditional upon a programme of archaeological work being undertaken. This condition requires 
that: 
‘No programme shall take place until the applicant has secured the implementation of a programme of 
archaeological work in accordance with a written scheme of investigation which has been submitted by the 
applicant and approved by the Planning Authority.’ The development shall be carried out at all times in strict 
accordance with the approved scheme, or such other detail as may be subsequently agreed in writing by the 
Local Planning Authority.’ 
1.3 The principal objectives of the programme shall be to record any historic building fabric or architectural 
detail that is to be obscured removed or otherwise affected by the development. 
1.4 The building which is the subject of this brief stands on a former wharf associated with the Alfardisworthy 
branch of the Bude Canal, which was opened in the 1820s in order to import large volumes of lime and sea 
sand into the agricultural hinterland of north Devon, and which closed in the late 1890s as a result of 
competition from the railway. The precise date of origin and former function of the building are not known. 
However, it is depicted on the 1880s Ordnance Survey mapping, and is likely to have been associated with 
the former operation of the canal. 
1.5 This Brief covers the application area as defined in the plans submitted in support of this application. 
 
2. WRITTEN SCHEME OF INVESTIGATION 
This document sets out the scope of the works required to record the historic fabric affected by the proposed 
development and will form the basis of the Written Scheme of Investigation to be prepared by the 
archaeological consultant and approved by the HES and the Local Planning Authority (LPA). 
 
3. PROGRAMME OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORKS 
3.1 Historic building recording 
A record shall be made of the historic fabric of the building affected by the proposal. This work shall conform 
to Level 1 of recording levels as set in Understanding Historic Buildings: A guide to good recording practice - 
English Heritage 2006 (available on-line at the English Heritage website) and described in outline below: 
Level 1 is essentially a basic visual record, supplemented by the minimum of information needed to 
identify the building’s location, age and type. This is the simplest record, not normally an end in itself but 
contributing to a wider aim. Typically it will be undertaken when the objective is to gather basic information 
about a large number of buildings – for statistical sampling, for area assessments or historic landscape 
characterisation, for a pilot project, to identify buildings for planning purposes, or whenever resources are 
limited and much ground has to be covered in a short time. It may also serve to identify buildings requiring 
more detailed attention at a later date. Level 1 surveys will generally be of exteriors only, although they may 
include superficial interior inspection for significant features. Only if circumstances and objectives allow will 
any drawings be produced, and these are likely to take the form of sketches. 
In this instance the programme of work will be confined to a photographic record, conforming to numbers 1 
and 2 of the list prescribed in 4.4.7 of the above document: 
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1. A general view or views of the building in its wider setting. 
2. The building’s external appearance. Typically a series of oblique views will show all external elevations of 
the building, and give an overall impression of its size and shape. 
3.3 The photographic record shall be made in B/W print supplemented by digital or colour transparency. If 
digital imagery is to be the sole photographic record then suitably archivable prints must be made of the 
digital images by a photographic laboratory. Laser or inkjet prints of digital images, while acceptable for 
inclusion in the report, are not an acceptable medium for archives. The drawn and written record will be on 
an appropriately archivable medium. 
3.4 The consultant should make themselves familiar with the specification required for each of the recording 
levels. The detail of the proposed archaeological works should be set out in the Written Scheme of 
Investigation, including reference to the appropriate IFA and scientific guidelines for the analysis and dating 
of the historic buildings. 
 
4. MONITORING 
4.1 The archaeological consultant shall agree monitoring arrangements with the County Historic 
Environment Service and the District Conservation Officer and give two weeks notice, unless a shorter 
period is agreed with the HES, of commencement of the fieldwork. Details will be agreed of any monitoring 
points where decisions on options within the programme are to be made. 
4.2 Monitoring will continue until the deposition of the site archive. 
 
5. REPORTING 
5.1 The reporting requirements will be confirmed with the HES on completion of the site work. 
5.2 The report shall be prepared collating the graphic information outlined above. It is recommended that a 
draft report is submitted to the HES for comment prior to its formal submission to the Local Planning 
Authority. 
5.3 The HES would normally expect to receive the report within three months of completion of fieldwork - 
dependant upon the provision of specialist reports, radiocarbon dating results etc the production of which 
may exceed this period. 
5.4 A copy of the report will also be submitted to the Torridge District Council’s Conservation Officer - 
address below. 
5.5 On completion of the report, in addition to copies required by the Client and the District Council 
Conservation Officer, hard copies of the report shall be supplied to the HES on the understanding that one 
of these copies will be deposited for public reference in the HER. In addition to the hard copies of the report, 
one copy shall be provided to the County Historic Environment Service in digital format - in a format to be 
agreed in advance with the HES - on the understanding that it may in future be made available to 
researchers via a web-based version of the Historic Environment Record. 
5.6 The archaeological consultant shall complete an online OASIS (Online AccesS to the Index of 
archaeological investigationS) form in respect of the recording work. This will include a digital version of the 
report. The report or short entry to the Historic Environment Record will also include the OASIS ID 
number. 
 
6. PERSONNEL 
6.1 The recording work shall be carried out by a professional historic building specialist to be agreed with the 
HES. Staff must be suitably qualified and experienced for their project roles. All work should be carried out 
under the control of a member of the Institute of Historic Building Conservation (IHBC), or by a person of 
similar standing. The Written Scheme of Investigation will contain details of key project staff and specialists 
who may contribute during the course of the works - excavation and post-excavation. 
6.2 Health and Safety matters, including site security, are matters for the consultant. However, adherence to 
all relevant regulations will be required. 
6.3 The archaeological consultant shall give the HES two weeks notice of commencement of works and 
shall be responsible for agreeing monitoring arrangements. Details will be agreed of any monitoring points 
where decisions on options within the programme are to be made. 
6.4 Monitoring will continue until the deposition of the site archive and finds, and the satisfactory completion 
of an OASIS report - see 5.5 below. 
6.5 The work shall be carried out in accordance with IFA Standards and Guidance for the archaeological 
investigation and recording of standing buildings or structures (1996), as amended (2001). 
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7. DEPOSITION OF ARCHIVE AND FINDS 
7.1 The archaeological consultant shall contact the museum that will receive the site archive to obtain an 
accession number and agree conditions for deposition. The accession number will be quoted in the 
Written Scheme of Investigation. 
7.2 The condition placed upon this development will not be regarded as discharged until the report has been 
produced and submitted to the HES and the LPA, the site archive deposited and the OASIS form submitted. 
 
8. CONTACT NAME AND ADDRESS 
Ann Marie Dick, Archaeological Officer, Devon County Council, Environment, Economy and Culture 
Directorate, Matford Offices, County Hall, Exeter EX2 4QW 
Tel: 01392-383405 Fax: 01392-383011 E-mail: ann.dick@devon.gov.uk 
David Tucker, Conservation Officer, Torridge District Council, Riverbank House, Bideford, Devon EX39 2QG 
Tel: 01237 428709 Fax: 01237 478849 E-mail: david.tucker@devon.gov.uk 
11th April 2008 
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Appendix 2 
 
WRITTEN SCHEME OF INVESTIGATION FOR HISTORIC BUILDING RECORDING AND 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL MONITORING AND RECORDING AT VIRWORTHY WHARF, 
SUTCOMBE, HOLSWORTHY, DEVON. 
 
Location:  Virworthy Wharf, Sutcombe 
Parish:  Pancrasweek 
District:  Torridge 
County:  Devon 
NGR:   SS29841026 
Planning Application no: 1/1484/2007/FUL 
Proposal:    Repair of stone barn   
HES ref:    ARCH.DC.TO.12913 
     
1.0 INTRODUCTION 
1.1 This document forms a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) which has been produced by South 

West Archaeology (SWARCH) at the request of Mr Peter Mugford of North Cornwall District 
Council (the Client), and sets out the methodology for historic building recording to be undertaken 
prior to repair works to the stone barn at Virworthy Wharf, Sutcombe, Nr Holsworthy, Devon and 
for related off site analysis and reporting. The WSI and the schedule of work it proposes conform to 
a brief provided by Devon County Historic Environment Service (DCHES). The work is being 
commissioned in line with government planning policy (PPG No. 16 Archaeology and Planning 
(DoE, 1990)) and the archaeological condition attached to the planning consent, which states that; 

  
‘No programme shall take place until the applicant has secured the implementation of a programme 
of archaeological work in accordance with a written scheme of investigation which has been 
submitted by the applicant and approved by the Planning Authority. The development shall be 
carried at all times in strict accordance with the approved scheme, or such other details as may be 
subsequently agreed in writing by the District Planning Authority’. 

 
1.2 The programme of work to be carried out by SWARCH and covered by this WSI consists of 

building recording and related analysis and reporting. 
 
2.0  ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 
2.1 The building stands on a former wharf associated with the Alfardisworthy branch of the Bude Canal, 

which was opened in the 1820s in order to import large volumes of lime and sea sand into the 
agricultural hinterland of north Devon, and which closed in the late 1890s as a result of competition 
from the railway. 
The precise date of origin and former function of the building are not known. However, it is 
depicted on the 1880s Ordnance Survey mapping, and is likely to have been associated with the 
former operation of the canal. 

 
3.0 AIMS 
3.0 The principal objectives of the work will be to: 

3.1.1 Record any historic building fabric or architectural detail that may be obscured, removed or 
otherwise affected by the development. 

3.1.2 Analyse and report on the results of the project as appropriate. 
 
4.0  METHOD 
4.1 An archaeological record of the building including historical and architectural elements affected by 

the repair works will be undertaken. The recording will be in accordance with the IFA Standard and 
Guidance on the Archaeological Investigation and Recording of Standing Buildings or Structures 
(2001) and will be based on English Heritage Level 1 (Understanding Historic Buildings: A guide to 
good recording practice) guidelines and will comprise of numbers 1 and 2 of the list prescribed in 
4.4.7 of the above document: 
 
4.1.1 The photographic record to include a general view or views of the building in its wider 

setting and records of the building’s external appearance. Typically a series of oblique 
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views will show all external elevations of the building, and give an overall impression of its 
size and shape; 

 
4.2  Health and Safety requirements will be observed at all times by any archaeological staff working on 

site.  
 4.2.1 Appropriate PPE will be employed at all times.  
 4.2.2 The site archaeologist will undertake any site safety induction course provided by the 

 Client.   
 
5.0  PROJECT MANAGEMENT 
5.1  The project will be managed and undertaken by Colin Humphreys of SWARCH.  
 
5.2  The DCHES will be informed of the start of the fieldwork, and monitoring arrangements will be 

agreed with the DCHES and the District Conservation Officer. Details will be agreed of any 
monitoring points where decisions on options within the programme are to be made.  

 
6.0  ARCHIVE AND REPORT 
6.1  An ordered and integrated site archive will be prepared in accordance with The Management of 

Archaeological Projects (English Heritage, 1991 2nd edition) upon completion of the project. The 
archive will be produced to the relevant archive standards. If digital imagery is to be the sole 
photographic record the archive medium required will be agreed with the museum; if prints are 
required then these will be made of the digital images by a photographic laboratory. The drawn and 
written record will be on an appropriately archivable medium. The archive will be deposited with 
the Museum of Barnstable and North Devon under accession number NDDMS 2008.53. Conditions 
for the deposition of the archive will be agreed with the Museum. 

 
6.2 The reporting requirements will be confirmed with the HES on completion of the site work. A report 

will be produced and copies sent to the Torridge District Council’s Conservation Officer, the County 
HER and to DCHES within three months of close of fieldwork.  

 
6.3 The report will include the following elements as appropriate: 

6.3.1 Results of the photographic building survey; 
 6.3.2  A location plan and overall site plan showing the location of the building;  

 6.3.3  Any specialist reports commissioned;  
 
6.4 A copy of the report detailing the results of these investigations will be submitted to the OASIS 

(Online AccesS to the Index of archaeological investigationS) database under OASIS no. southwes1-
42650). 

 
Deb Laing-Trengove 
South West Archaeology Ltd 
The Old Dairy, Hacche Lane Business Park, Pathfields Business Park, South Molton, Devon EX36 3LH  
Tel: 01769 753555 Email: deblt@swarch.net 
 
Appendix 1 – List of specialists 
 
Building recording 
Robert Waterhouse 
13 Mill Meadow, Ashburton TQ13 7RN 
Tel: 01364 652963 
Richard Parker 
Exeter Archaeology, Bradninch Place, Gandy Street, Exeter EX4 3LS 
Tel: 01392 665521 
exeter.arch@exeter.gov.uk 
Conservation 
Richard and Helena Jaeschke 
2 Bydown Cottages, Swimbridge, Barnstaple EX32 0QD 
Tel: 01271 830891 
Curatorial 
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Thomas Cadbury  
Curator of Antiquities  
Royal Albert Memorial Museum  
Bradninch Offices, Bradninch Place, Gandy Street, Exeter EX4 3LS  
Tel: 01392 665356  
Fax: 01392 421252  
Geophysical Survey 
Ross Dean 
South West Archaeology Limited. 
GSB Prospection Ltd. 
Cowburn Farm, Market Street, Thornton, Bradford, West Yorkshire, BD13 3HW 
Tel: 01274 835016 
gsb@gsbprospection.com 
Human Bones 
Seana Cummins 
South West Archaeology Limited. 
Louise Lou 
Head of Heritage Burial Services, 
Oxford Archaeology, Janus House, Osney Mead, Oxford, OX2 OES 
Tel: 01865 263 800 
Lithics 
Martin Tingle 
Higher Brownston, Brownston, Modbury, Devon, PL21 OSQ 
martin@mtingle.freeserve.co.uk 
Metallurgy 
Sarah Paynter, 
Centre for Archaeology, Fort Cumberland, Fort Cumberland Road, Eastney, Portsmouth 
PO4 9LD 
Tel: 02392 856700 
sarah.paynter@english-heritage.org. 
Palaeoenvironmental/Organic 
Vanessa Straker 
English Heritage SW, 29 Queen Square, Bristol BS1 4ND 
Tel: 0117 9287961 
vanessa.straker@english-heritage.org.uk 
Dana Challinon (wood identification) 
Lavender Cottage, Little Lane, Aynho, Oxfordshire OX17 3BJ 
Tel. 01869 810150 
dana.challinor@tiscali.co.uk 
Julie Jones (plant macro-fossils) 
juliedjones@blueyonder.co.uk 
Heather Tinsley (pollen analysis) 
heathertinsley@aol.com 
Ralph Fyffe (pollen analysis) University of Plymouth 
Pottery 
John Allen, 
Exeter Archaeology, Bradninch Place, Gandy Street, Exeter EX4 3LS 
Tel: 01392 665918 
Henrietta Quinnell 
9 Thornton Hill, Exeter EX4 4NN 
Tel: 01392 433214 
Timber Conservation 
Liz Goodman 
Specialist Services, Conservation Museum of London, 150 London Wall, London 
EC2 5HN 
Tel: 0207 8145646 
lgoodman@museumoflondon.org.uk 
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Appendix 3 
 
List of Jpegs contained  on CD inside rear cover of this report.  
      
 Exterior 

1. Virworthy Wharf viewed from the north west. 
2. The barn viewed from the north west. 
3. Front west wall of barn viewed from the west. 
4. North west corner of barn viewed from the north west. 
5. North wall with hipped roof above viewed from the north. 
6. The rear elevation (east) of barn viewed from the east. 
7. South west corner of barn viewed from the south west. 
8. South wall viewed from the south. 
Interior 
9. Roof structure at north end of barn viewed from the south. 
10. As above at south end viewed from the north. 
11. West wall viewed from the south east. 
12. North west corner viewed from the south east. 
13. North east corner viewed from the south west. 
14. East wall viewed from the north west. 
15. As above viewed from the west. 
16. As above viewed from the south west. 
17. South east corner viewed from the north west. 
18. South wall viewed from the north. 
19. South west corner viewed from the north east. 
20. West wall viewed from the north east. 
21. Display board on north wall. 
22. As above on east wall. 
23. As above on west wall. 
24. As above on east wall 
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