
, - ... ,
: I,

J __

,,',
/,"
II
\ I
\ \, ....,

~ I
I I, \

.......J - ... --'\,------,

NOTES AND NEWS

, ,,- - - - '... - - --'

135

FIG, 54
ROCHE CASTLE, CARMARTHENSHIRE
Glazed pottery bird whistle (p. 134 f.). Sc. t

and the practice of breeding to obtain the distinctive shade of yellow was of rBth-century
origin.

The fine white fabric is unusual in western Britain and cannot be precisely paral
leled; it does not seem to be western French, though in this context it is relevant that
wares from the Saintonge have been found both at Roche Castle and Krdwelly.w The
quality of the glaze would suggest a date in the 15th or early rSth century, but in the
absence of parallels and with no assistance from stratification other than that it was
before 1600, no reliable date can be given.

The form of whistle (FIG. 54) is of a general type known throughout Europe. An
early example in rzth-century Norman red-painted ware, found at Kalundborg, was a
bird which stands on four short legs.33 Later examples are on well-formed foot-rings,
such as the owl from Allhelgonaklostret, Lund, of early rfith-centut-y date,34 or the owl
from London (PL. XXVII, A, d) of the late 15th or early rfith century.35 This characteristic
continues to be prominent on other 16th-century examples from London (PL. XXVII, A, a
c) and Lund.so The majority are of owls, though hens and cuckoos occur in Denmark in
the late r6th century. Post-medieval forms are more adventurous and a wide variety of
birds and beasts are represented throughout Europe.37

L. A. S. BUTLER

THE LONG-HOUSE: A DEFINITION

In their note 'The long-house: a plea for clarity' Alcock and Smith draw attention

J' Roche Castle: Butler, op, cit. in note 30,13; Kidwelly: op, cit. in note 31, 112-13.
JJ G. C. Dunning, 'The trade in medieval pottery around the North Sea' in ]. G. N. Renaud (ed.),

Rotterdam Papers, 1(1968),36-8.
34 A. W. Martensson, 'Lergokar ', Kulturen: En Arsbok (Lund, 1960),61, bild 7-8.
35 London Museum: A 26210. White fabric; mottled green glaze; made in a two-piece mould and with

spout added.
]6 London Museum: A 9977 (PL. XXVII, A, a). White fabric; yellow-green glaze on breast, head and tip

of spout; dark green and black on back of head and lower half of spout; dark brown on wings, ears, eyes and
beak; outline of wings and eyes incised. A 20612 is similar. A 8857 (PL. XXVII, A, c) is similar to A 9977
except that fabric is orange-pink and glaze on breast, etc., is a richer yellow. A 14645 (PL. XXVII, A, b)
is similar to A 20612. Guildhall Museum: GM 5989. Off-white fabric; yellow-green glaze on breast, head
and upper half of spout; mottled brown on wings, ears, eyes, beak and lower half of spout. From Moorgate
Street; Guildhall Museum Catalogue, (2 ed., 1908), 199, no. 422. The bird whistle, cat. no. 421, which was
without any location, was probably lost during the war; see Archaeologia, LX, pt. I (1906), 247, pl. xxix, no.
22. Lund: Martensson, op. cit. in note 34, 56-7, 61-3·

37 Martensson, op, cit. in note 34, 64-71; Horniman Museum, London, Musical Instruments (1958), 63,
pI. vii, a. I wish to thank the following persons who have assisted the preparation of this note: Messrs.
N. C. Cook, G. C. Dunning, J. G. Hurst, 1. Liman, J. V. S. Megaw, H. N. Savory, and B. W. Spencer.
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to confusion which has arisen in the use of the term 'Iong-house.ss They rightly pointout
that accepted definitions relate to the term coined by Peate from the Welsh tj hir, a
name he had found widely used by countrymen to describe the type.t?

Confusion has arisen in two ways. Firstly, the domus tonga of English medieval
documents has been equated with the Iong-house-v and used as additional support for
archaeological evidence that shows the long-house formerly to have been widespread in
medieval EnglandY Peate himself uses this English documentary evidence as 'rightness
for the term tj hir and for "long-house" '.42 The accuracy of this interpretation of domus
tonga has recently been questioncd.t- and it appears that in many instances domus tonga
means simply a long range of farm buildings, and that although a few such references
may imply long-house in the modern sense, the documentary evidence needs to be treated
with the utmost caution. Secondly, Hurst has suggested that the term long-house be
extended to include buildings where the housing of animals cannot be proved and where
the lower end may have been used for some other farm purpose.s-

On the basis ofnew evidence from NW. France-' an attempt has recently been made
to refine the definition of the long-house and widen it slightly, taking into account both
form and function. 45 Earlier definitions were based on English and Welsh evidence of
buildings that were in some cases relatively sophisticated. There are repeated references
to long-houses of three-unit form, and Hurst several times refers to the lower end as the
third room beyond the cross-passage.w There has also been a tendency to assume that
because cattle, and particularly dairy cattle, are now the sole occupants of the lower end
of surviving long-houses, this was always so. Yet Peate himself quotes 17th and r Sth
century examples of the type housing all the animals of the farrrr'? and there is now
sufficient evidence to show that this was formerly so in Brittany too.

The crux of the problem, however, is that all the published definitions have taken
account of both form and function without allowing for the possibility that evidence
may be forthcoming for the one and not for the other. From an examination of surviving
buildings it may be possible accurately to record the form ofa structure and the archaeol
ogical evidence of change. If animals no longer occupy the lower end, or if there is no
archaeological evidence to show that they formerly did, oral or documentary evidence
may establish that fact. The archaeologist, however, attempting to interpret an excava
tion, is faced with a particular problem in that, although he may clearly be able to
establish the form of a building, there may be no evidence whatsoever to enable him to
interpret the functions of the rooms. Stalls, tethering rings and drains may never have
existed in many long-houses, and large numbers of Breton farms, for example, have no
such provision to this day. The problem of function is one which arises not only in
excavated buildings. In a number of Breton long-houses the function of the lower end
has manifestly changed from time to time. What may have been a house and byre
during the lifetime ofhusband and wife may cease to be so upon the death of the husband
if the stock is sold off and the widow continues to inhabit the upper end of the dwelling,
using the lower end for storage purposes. Upon her death new occupants may restore
the lower end to its function as a byre. Again, around the coastal lowlands of Brittany

38 N. \V. Alcock and P. Smith, 'The long-house: a plea for clarity', Med. Archaeol., XVI (1972), 145-6.
39 I. C. Peate, 'The Welsh long-house: a brief re-appraisal", chap. 18 in Culture and Environment (ed.

I. 1.1. Foster and L. Alcock, London, 1963), 440.
4° N. K. Field, 'Worcestershire peasant buildings, household goods and farming equipment in the late

middle ages', Med. Archaeol., IX (1965),105-45.
41J. G. Hurst, 'A review of the archaeological research (to 1968)', chap. 2 in Deserted Medieval Villages

(ed. M. Beresford andJ. G. Hurst, London, 1971), 112.
4' I. C. Peate, 'The long-house again', Folk Life, II (1964), 77.
43 E. Mercer, '''Domus longa" and "long house"', Vernacular Architecture, III (1972),9-10.
44 Op, cit. in note 41, lI3.
45 G. I. Meirion-Jones, 'The long-house in Brittany: a provisional assessment', Post-Med. Archaeol., VII

(1973),1-19·
46 E.g., loco cit. in note 44.
41 I. C. Peate, The Welsh House (3 ed., Liverpool, 1946),59.
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fishermen have been found living in dwellings of long-house form, using the lower end
for the storage of garden implements and fishing tackle, and insisting, in reply to enquiry,
that animals were never kept there. Yet in every such instance, known long-houses
survive only a few kilometres away. An example near Ploermel in N. Morbihan further
illustrates this problem of interpretation where evidence offunction is unclear. A terrace
of recently examined buildings contains a single-story house with hay-loft above, nearly
symmetrical and with two chambres on either side of a central doorw-ay, each provided
with hearth and chimney. That one of these chambres was in use as a byre might at first
sight be thought to represent a change of occupancy from human beings to animals.
Enquiry ascertained, however, that the lower end had always been a byre and that when
the house was built in the late 19th century, a hearth had been inserted as a provision
in case at some later stage the occupant wished to eject the livestock and use it as an
additional chambre for his family!

The long-house is quite simply a rectangular or sub-rectangular aisleless dwelling
in which man and beast are housed at opposite ends, under one roof, with entry by a
common lateral door. 48 The problem of terminology may be resolved by confining the
use of 'long-house' to buildings where both form and function are proven, and by using
the term 'long-house form' for those structures in which the use of the lower end is
either unclear or is demonstrably for farm purposes other than the housing of animals.
Care has been taken in arriving at the above definition to avoid specifying the number
of rooms in the domestic end of the building, as these are an unreliable guide, confuse
the issue, and may even lead to the byre or lower end being referred to as the 'third room' .
In most Breton examples, the long-house is of two cells only, chambre and byre, whereas
in many English and Welsh examples the domestic accommodation comprises an extra
room at the upper end, possibly a more advanced type. Likewise the 'pure' long-house
has been defined with only one doorway. A long-house built with, or altered so as to
provide, separate entry to both dwelling and byre, but retaining internal communication
may then be regarded as the first derivative of the 'pure' long-house. When internal
communication is finally discarded the second derivative has been reached. Both the
'pure' long-house and the two derivatives will have sub-classes according to the number
and disposition of additional rooms, the position of the hearth and whether the cross
passage is present with a pair of opposing doors, or in embryo form with only one door.

Further work needs to be done on the European mainland as w-ell as in the British
Isles before a full classification of the long-house and its derivatives can be established.

GWYN I. MEIRlON-JONES

THE DUNDEE CONFERENCE, 1973
The rfith Annual Conference of the Society was held at Dundee from 31 Marcb-g

April 1973. The theme of the Conference was 'The Picts'. The Conference opened with
a lecture by Dr. 1. Henderson entitled 'Pictish sculpture at Meigle'. This was followed by
a reception given by the University ofDundee. On the following day Mr. Alan Small and
Mr. Barry Cottam lectured on 'Settlement patterns of early Pictland', Mr. R. B. K.
Stevenson on 'The metalwork of early Pictland', Professor T. J. Brown on 'Pictish art
and Northumbrian manuscripts', Mrs. C. Curle on 'The moulds from Birsay', Mr.].
Graham-Campbell on 'Ninth-century penannular brooches of Scotland and Ireland',
and Mrs. A. Ritchie on 'The Pictish site at Buckquoy'. After dinner there was a reception
by the Burgh of Dundee Museum. On I April the Society visited St. Vigeans, Meigle,
Aberlemno, Brechin, Caterthun and Restenneth, and on 2 April Leuchars, St. Andrews,
Abernethy and St. Meddoes. The Society must record its gratitude to Mr. Alan Small
who acted as local secretary to the Conference.

D. M. WILSON

48 Op, cit. in note 45, 18.




